
Chuck Orwiler 

Vicky and I are members of First Denver Friends Church whom I 
serve as pastor. We enjoy opportunities to be swept up in the gran-
deur of the mountains of Colorado. It is our pleasure to stroll about 
in God’s wondrous creation. 

In this series of devotions I invite you to join me in strolling through 
a bit of “The Grace Range” using Ephesians as our trail guide. If 
we’re attentive to both the guide book and our surroundings, we’ll 
surely enjoy splendid views of grand peaks of blessings that God has 
given us in Christ. 
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Sunday 
April 3 Blessed 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 1:1-3 
Vicky and I were hiking in the southern part of Rocky Moun-
tain National Park in an area new to us. As we ascended the 
crest of a ridge Vicky exclaimed, as if she had just spotted an 
old friend, “Look, there’s Long’s Peak.” Frankly, we aren’t 
especially familiar with that particular mountain. We have 
walked only a single thin trail across its considerable expanse. 
Nevertheless, we know it well enough to call it by name. 
Recognizing the mountain warms our hearts because of the 
experiences and memories we recall. 

In this series of devotions we will explore the grace of 
God. Even though our lives make but a skinny trail across the 
vastness of God’s beneficence, we know his grace well enough 
to call it by name. His grace warms our hearts because of the 
experiences and memories we recall. 

In Christ, we are blessed. That is a fact. Paul opens all of 
his letters with a blessing of grace to his readers, as he does 
here, “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Isn’t that a wonderful beginning to a letter? 
Wouldn’t it be a wonderful beginning to each day? We can do 
that today, and every day in this series. Begin this day by 
remembering quite personally how God’s grace has fallen on 
you yet again. Recognize it. Call it by name. 

SONG: We Are So Blessed 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: I remember gifts you have 

given me. I can name them. My memories of your grace warm 
my heart. Thank you. 

—Chuck Orwiler 
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  Monday 
April 4 Holy 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 1:3-4 
As I drive from Denver International Airport towards my 
home a mountain range view opens before me. I look for 
mountains I recognize among the dozens that cram the 80-
mile Front Range between Long’s and Pike’s Peaks. I see 
Sawtooth, Arapahoe, Torrey’s, Evans, Long Scraggy. 

In our passage from Ephesians Paul tells us we are 
blessed in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in 
Christ. He then begins naming those blessings. Just one could 
stand on its own like a solitary mountain of jaw-dropping 
magnificence. Instead, he names one after another like a series 
of peaks defining a range of grace. In my imagination I name 
the first peak, Blessed in Christ. Next to it is another breath-
taking summit, Holy in God’s Eyes. 

God has designs on our lives. Before any of us were 
born, before earth even existed, God had plans for people who 
sinned and fell way, way short of the glory of God. He 
planned to take people like us and make us holy in his eyes. 
He intends to sit us right in the midst of his glory—a place for 
which we could never qualify. In Christ this happens. 

How can this be? We ask this question because it is 
beyond us. That is the point, actually. This has nothing to do 
with our capability to either do or imagine such a thing. This 
is all grace. This is all gift from all God. Glory to his holy 
name. 

His gifts extend to us every day. Pause to recognize 
God’s present, personal grace for you. Call it by name. 

SONG: From the Inside Out 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: I want to fall back into your 

arms of grace and let you carry me where you will. 
—Chuck Orwiler 
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Tuesday 
April 5 Adopted 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 1:3-6; John 1:12-13 
Rick was easy-going, friendly, and generous. But he had lived 
a hard life. He had scrabbled out a meager living in the moun-
tains, done some jail time, suffered from substance abuse. At 
54 years of age he received a diagnosis of terminal cancer. On 
hearing that news his employer shared the same gospel expla-
nation with him he taught to children at his church. At 54 
years of age Rick was born a child of God. 

A few days later at Rick’s home he proudly showed me 
his new Bible—the first Bible he had ever owned. We read 
John 1:12-13. I shared with him how he was truly God’s son 
now. He was adopted by God. He had God’s last name for  
the rest of his life and all eternity. He was so pleased. His 
response was the same I have seen in children when they 
receive the official pronouncement that their adoption is 
complete. 

During our conversation Rick had moved from the 
couch and was standing because of the discomfort of his 
disease. Before I left I stood beside him to pray and reached 
my hand for his. He did not take my hand. He threw his arms 
around me and buried his face in my chest. And there we 
joyfully prayed. 

Adopted is the third peak in the mountain range of 
God’s grace. “Adopted for sonship” is a Roman legal term 
describing one being fully adopted as son and heir. That is 
exactly what Paul meant, to the praise of God’s glorious grace. 

Pause to recognize God’s present, personal grace for you, 
his child. It is there. Call it by name. 

SONG: I Stand Amazed 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Oh Lord, thank you for taking 

me fully into your family. 
—Chuck Orwiler 
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Wednesday 
April 6 Lavished 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 1:3-8 
In these verses from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians he has told 
us we are blessed in the heavenly realms with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ. He continues by enumerating some of these 
blessings. They emerge in my imagination like a series of 
glorious peaks in a range of mountains. I have put names on 
them: Blessed in Christ, Holy in God’s Eyes, Adopted. And 
now this peak, Lavished with Grace. 

Mountain ranges have names, too. In Colorado there are 
the Never Summer Range, the Elk Range, the Flat Tops, and 
the Sangre De Cristo (The Blood of Christ) Range. I am calling 
the peaks of blessings being named by Paul as The Grace 
Range. It is The Grace Range because all of these blessings are 
fully a gift, utterly given in love contingent on nothing from 
us except in accepting God’s bounty. 

This overflowing grace of God poured over us reveals 
God’s nature, and God’s nature is revealed in our lives in a 
wide range of gifts. We have experiences and memories in 
God’s grace that enliven our hearts. Naming God’s grace in our 
lives draws us into greater familiarity with the Giver of these 
gifts. So, we pause to notice the grace of a good night’s rest, of 
the Spirit opening the eyes of our understanding, of deliver-
ances great and small, of God’s love falling on us like sun-
shine and rain every single day. 

Pause to recognize God’s present, personal grace for you. 
Call it by name. 

SONG: Waves of Grace 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, may I have the grace to 

see your good gifts, to see their bounty, to recognize they are 
enough. 

—Chuck Orwiler 
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Thursday 
April 7 Gathered 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 1:9-10 
Some of the most amazing phenomena in God’s created order 
are the great migrations of creatures across the lands and seas, 
such as Pacific salmon making their once-in-a-lifetime pil-
grimage to their very particular gravel beds of origin. From 
hundreds, even thousands, of miles away these salmon begin 
moving towards home, presumably unaware of the vast num-
bers of their kind amassed in this epic journey. 

Paul tells us that in Christ the mystery of God’s will is 
clarified: God is bringing everything in heaven and earth 
together under Christ. I imagine this as a great migration span-
ning time and culture in heaven as well as earth. If we had the 
eyes to see we would recognize a great gathering being 
amassed before Christ. It would, and will, thrill our souls to 
grasp that our little lives are part of this glorious assembly. 

Gathered under Christ is the fifth peak in the Grace 
Range. It is another gift from God that utterly surpasses any-
thing we can imagine. And this gathering is happening right 
now. Our faithfulness today is a step towards Christ. Our 
steps are shared with the great multitude that gravitate god-
ward in whatever their lives are today. And these steps are 
shared with those who have preceded us and cheer us on. We 
are caught in the current of God’s will—a will that is mobiliz-
ing an irrepressible movement that spans time, culture, and 
even creation. Most amazing! 

Pause to recognize how you can see, even in the last few 
days, how you are part of the great migration to the throne of 
God. 

SONG: We Are God’s People 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Today in the routine of my life 

I intend to move toward my ultimate objective: you, my Lord. 
—Chuck Orwiler 
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Friday 
April 8 Glory 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 1:11-12 
As we have surveyed this list of spiritual blessings in Christ I 
have likened each blessing to a mountain peak. The peaks of 
Blessed in Christ, Holy in God’s Eyes, Adopted through Jesus 
Christ, Lavished with Grace, and Gathered under Christ as-
cend towards the climactic summit of The Praise of His Glory. 
In Christ we were chosen in order that we might be for the 
praise of his glory. God has a design on your life and mine. 
The design is that our lives might be a living, “Glory to God in 
the Highest!” This isn’t a T-shirt we wear, but who we be-
come. We become, “Glory to God!” 

That can sound too good to be possible, or simply daunt-
ing. But the incredibly good news is that God is personally 
working to that end: “according to the plan of him who works 
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his 
will” (v.11). Whatever happens in our lives God is in there 
working to shape us into becoming, “Glory to God!” Isn’t that 
wonderful? 

Think of a particular difficulty in your life. Prayerfully 
consider it and name how you can see God at work in that 
hard circumstance, shaping you into “Glory to God!” Lay 
aside abiding concerns regarding the difficulty for the mo-
ment. Admire the grace that is present there for you in the 
midst of that difficulty. It is there. It is wonderful. 

SONG: King of Glory 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I want to be, “Glory to 

God.” I have a long way to go. I am relying upon you. I am 
with you today. 

—Chuck Orwiler 
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Saturday 
April 9 Incomparable 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 1:2; 2:6-7; 6:24 
Here is an amazing concept. God has raised us into the heav-
enly realms with Christ so for ages to come we will be able to 
have a great view of God’s grace. That must be some amazing 
grace! And it is. It will be yet another gift from God that we 
will be given the eyes to see the incomparable riches of his 
grace. 

This devotional series has characterized our blessings in 
Christ as a range of mountain peaks. There is nothing like the 
view of a mountain range from the summit of one of its peaks. 
Maybe our view of The Grace Range in the heavenlies will 
also be a perspective from above. My aging legs no longer 
make it to many mountain peaks. I have to settle for the view 
from a lower elevation. Fortunately, that perspective is also 
wonderful. Similarly, while our view of grace on this side of 
the heavenly realms is limited, it is still stunning. 

Paul both opened and closed each of his letters with a 
word on grace, as he does in this letter to the Ephesians. He 
had an eye for the riches of God’s grace. I’m encouraging us to 
develop a similar eye by making it a practice to pause each 
day and name God’s grace in our lives. We have ages ahead of 
us to begin to familiarize ourselves with the wonder of grace. 
Even though we are only beginners in this delightful study, 
we know grace well enough to call it by name. Let’s stop often 
to marvel at the panorama of grace opening before us. 

SONG: Blessed Assurance 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: You are so good, O Lord. And 

your goodness is my delight. 
—Chuck Orwiler 


