
Chuck Orwiler 

Vicky and I are members of First Denver Friends Church whom I 
serve as pastor. We enjoy the opportunities that come our way to 
explore colorful Colorado. 

In this series of devotions I am exploring different terrain. I invite 
you to look through a trifocal lens and consider how the body of 
Christ is designed to function. This trifocal lens is one of commun-
ion, community, and ministry. For further study on this topic I 
recommend, “Moving From Solitude to Community to Ministry” by 
Henri Nouwen, in Leadership, spring 1995. 
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Sunday 
April 11 What We Want 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 4:15-16 
In reading this familiar passage notice how much we want 
what is promised here: the whole body growing and building 
itself up in love. Doesn’t that sound marvelous? If we think in 
terms of our own congregations, isn’t that just what we want? 
Wouldn’t it be so thoroughly joyful to gather together know-
ing that we are growing and being built up in love? Various 
translations of this passage find a range of ways to convey this 
idea, and those varied translations all sound good. Similarly, 
there are several ways in which “growing” or “being built up 
in love” can be defined. And yes, those various definitions are 
all good, too. This is what we want. 

The passage tells us that we get this wonderful gift when 
each member of the body does its part. We have to be careful 
here because we can easily take this to mean something that 
looks more like trying harder rather than abiding in Christ. 
Yet, when Paul speaks of being members of a body in which 
Christ is the head, he is not describing something categori-
cally different than Jesus telling us to abide in him as a 
branch abides in the vine. Combining an understanding of 
abiding with this description of the body of Christ can move 
us into this promise that is so appealing: the whole body 
growing and building itself up in love. 

SONG: The Church’s One Foundation 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord God, thank you for  

making a way for us. I pray that I might surrender myself  
to you and live in the richness of your will and way. 

—Chuck Orwiler 
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Monday 
April 12 Communion: Being Beloved 

BIBLE READING: 1 John 3:1; Matthew 3:17 
In this series of devotionals we are looking at how we can live 
into the delightful promise of the body of Christ growing and 
being built up in love. The place to begin is in communion. In 
this context, communion means fellowship with God. It is a 
most amazing thing that God longs to have fellowship with us. 
This fellowship with God is always the beginning place for 
the followers of Jesus. 

Henri Nouwen writes of “being beloved.” He makes the 
startling assertion that we are God’s beloved in the same way 
Jesus was God’s beloved. This takes our breath away! Yet, we 
have to be convinced that God loves us so deeply. We are 
inclined to assume that God’s love is qualitatively different for 
us than it would be for his Son. We know God loves us, but 
we tend to unconsciously qualify the love God has for us. 
After all, God is God and we are people; we aren’t exactly 
family. 

Oops. This is the great miracle the wonder of which we 
cannot plumb. In Christ, we are the beloved. We are family 
with the eternal God. Our life with God in Christ emerges 
from being beloved. The Spirit descended as a dove on Jesus 
and the Voice said, “This is my beloved.” Receive those same 
words for yourself. You are God’s beloved. How great is this 
love lavished upon you! 

Communion is meeting with God as his beloved. It is to 
this fellowship we return always and learn to be at home in 
communion with Christ. 

SONG: He Knows My Name 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Forgive me, Heavenly Father, 

for underestimating your love for me, for us. I pray I can grow 
ever more secure in the wonder of this love you have lavished 
on me, on us. 

—Chuck Orwiler 
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Tuesday 
April 13 Communion: We Can Do This 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 49:2 
Presumably, the prophet Isaiah never published a book enti-
tled, Secrets of A Highly Successful Prophet. On the contrary, 
Isaiah concluded that his lifetime labor was futile (49:4). In 
contrast to Isaiah’s despair, God described him as a polished 
arrow concealed in God’s quiver. In an age of handmade ar-
rows, the phrase, “straight as an arrow” may have not yet been 
coined. But when one had an especially straight arrow it 
surely would have been polished slick and carefully stored in 
the quiver for when the shot mattered. A polished arrow was 
kept for a purpose. That may have been hard for Isaiah to 
believe at the time. But we can look back and see that Isaiah 
surely was a polished arrow kept for an exceptional purpose. 

Our fellowship (communion) with God in Christ and by 
the Spirit is rooted in being God’s beloved. That is who God 
knows his children to be: his beloved. God’s love is on the 
move touching real life in real time. Wrapped in his love we 
are drawn into the will and ways of God moving on the earth. 
In the founding passage of this series (Ephesians 4:16) the 
apostle Paul uses the image of the body of Christ. Organs in 
the body are not unlike polished arrows in a quiver. They are 
kept for a purpose. We are the body of Christ. The beloved are 
in him, and he is in us. We are for a reason. 

That may be hard for us to believe. It is hard to believe 
in us. And that, in an inside-out sort of way, is precisely the 
point. 

SONG: O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: I trust, you Lord, for knowing 

the purpose and significance of my life. 
—Chuck Orwiler 
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Wednesday 
April 14 Community: Life Shared in Christ 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 3:12-14 
Let us resist for a minute our inclination to lift from this pas-
sage the obligation to be compassionate, kind, humble, gentle, 
patient, and loving. First, notice that Paul is not addressing a 
person or persons. He is addressing a people. Throughout the 
Bible we see that God calls to persons and gathers a people. 
And this people (the believers of Colossae) have these remark-
able attributes, all by the grace of God: They are gathered by 
God; they are holy; and they are dearly loved. 

Can you think of yourself as a part of a people of God? 
Can you see yourself as gathered by God into that fellowship? 
Can you see yourself in Christ as gathered, holy, and dearly 
loved? Can you see that entire fellowship as gathered by God, 
holy in Christ, dearly loved? 

Gathered, purified, loved: these are not organizational 
terms. This is the language of communion. A community 
emerges from communion with Christ. This is the story of 
Christian faith in our lives and in all the history of Christ’s 
followers. A people is drawn together in and through Christ. 
We are gathered in Christ. New possibilities emerge. In Christ 
we can clothe ourselves with the very things that define re-
demptive fellowship: compassion, kindness, humility, gentle-
ness, patience, forgiveness, and love. 

Out of communion, community—and the kingdom of 
heaven—comes to earth. 

SONG: Be Unto Your Name 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: When I think about the  

wonderful people with whom I have shared this journey of 
following you, O Lord, I am amazed. What a tremendous gift! 

—Chuck Orwiler 
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Thursday 
April 15 Community: We Can Do This 

BIBLE READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 
For those who share communion with Christ, the fellowship 
of that communion is at hand. Being beloved by God creates 
its own momentum carrying us into loving each other. In 
Paul’s letter he notes that God himself is teaching them how 
to love each other, and they are getting it. Hooray for the 
Thessalonians! 

That’s how it works, because God is not just gathering 
individuals to himself. God is gathering a people. Conse-
quently, this fellowship in the faith is so achievable. We sim-
ply ride the same current of God’s grace that draws us into his 
love, and we will be carried into loving one another. Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer wrote, “Christian brotherhood is not an ideal 
which we must realize; it is rather a reality created by God in 
Christ in which we may participate” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life 
Together [New York: Harper & Row, 1954], p. 30). 

During worship, an elder in our congregation stood and 
shared passionately and spontaneously his wonder at God’s 
salvation in the cross of Christ. Shortly afterwards, a young 
teen, more than a half century younger, stood and spoke. She 
shared how this man and several others among us had made a 
rich contribution to her life in Christ. This fellowship that 
spanned generations was a reality created by God in Christ. 
These two saints had stepped into that fellowship and drew 
us in alongside them. 

The community of the beloved is eminently attainable 
because, in Christ, it is at hand. We only have to step into it. 

SONG: Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: It is a great blessing, Lord,  

to see your people sacrificially loving and serving one  
another with glad hearts. Does that make your own heart  
glad as it does mine? I pray you will have many such  
blessings this day. 

—Chuck Orwiler 
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Friday 
April 16 Ministry: Love and Good Deeds 

BIBLE READING: Hebrews 10:19-25 
A few years ago several young adults from our church began 
gathering on Sunday mornings at a nearby coffee shop. They 
did not have a grand design. They did have two assets. They 
shared a passion for Christ and they enjoyed spending time 
with each other, which worked better in a coffee shop than in 
a Sunday school classroom. A passion for Christ and spending 
time with each other: That looks a lot like communion and 
community. They decided to call themselves “Spur,” from 
Hebrews 10:24, “Let us consider how we may spur one an-
other on toward love and good deeds.” 

It wasn’t long before several of them decided to spend a 
week during Christmas break sharing their faith. First one 
then another participated in short term mission assignments. 
Then some took formal ministry training. Several of them took 
on ministry positions within the church. Just recently another 
bunch from Spur put their heads together and decided to start 
a monthly gathering in which they worship, fellowship, and 
encourage one another towards creative ministry by inviting 
guest speakers from local ministries in our city. 

That sounds a lot like communion begetting community 
begetting ministry. Somehow they succeeded in all these 
things without the benefit of this series of devotions. What 
were they thinking? Evidently they were thinking along the 
lines of Hebrews 10:19-25. That passage looks a lot like com-
munion, community, and ministry, too. And that is how the 
body of Christ is designed to function. 

SONG: I Will Never Be the Same Again 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I am beginning to see 

how your love lives and grows, and I can be a part of that. 
—Chuck Orwiler 
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Saturday 
April 17 Ministry: We Can Do This 

BIBLE READING: Luke 10:25-37; Ephesians 4:15-16 
Jesus asked a Bible professor what the Scriptures taught about 
how one inherits eternal life. The professor gave an unpreten-
tious, accurate answer. Then he complicated the issue by 
trying to slice his own simple answer a little finer. Jesus then 
responded to the learned man’s question by telling a story a 
child could understand: the parable of the good Samaritan. 
Jesus was telling the professor that he does know who his 
neighbor is and how to love that person. Now go, and do so. 
Loving God and people is something we can do. There are 
plenty of complications in life. There are certainly moral and 
ethical dilemmas that plead for godly resolution. Neverthe-
less, if we rise in the morning committed to loving God and 
people, we will do so. 

One would think a person or an organization that exists 
for the purpose of loving God and people would actually do 
exactly that. Love of God and neighbor is not a theory. It is a 
response and a way of being. It is who we are and what we do. 
Consequently, when we are drawn into communion with our 
Lord God—who is love—we are necessarily drawn into the 
community of those who also make their home in that love. In 
this community of God’s love we will love our neighbor. 

Communion, community, and ministry is a beautiful 
thing. It is the whole body, centered on Christ, growing and 
building itself up in love as each part does its work. 

SONG: I Know Whom I Have Believed  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

my intent is to love you and love my neighbor today. I’m 
counting on your assistance. Let’s go for it. 

—Chuck Orwiler 


