
Chuck Mylander  

I serve as director of Evangelical Friends Mission (EFM), the mission-
ary sending agency of Evangelical Friends Church—North America. I 
have written several books including More Energy for Your Day 
(Barclay Press), and Extreme Church Makeover (with Neil Anderson). 
I have a wonderful wife named Nancy, and love my grandchildren, 
visiting mission fields, and mint chocolate ice cream. We live in 
Brea, California. 

This week we will look at the gospel, the good news of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and his salvation. It’s this message that transforms the 
world. For fun, and hopefully to catch attention, I’m writing in 
couplets this week. The first line gives the biblical truth and the 
second our human distortions of it, or in some cases its fulfillment. 
It’s a Hebrew technique that comes from the Old Testament and is 
used to reinforce truth. 
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Sunday 
July 31 The Roots of the Gospel 

BIBLE READING: 2 Timothy 1:8-12; 2 Peter 1:10-11 
The gospel of salvation in Christ is the greatest message of all time. 
Nothing compares. God has been preparing the world for this great 
Good News since time began.  
In the Old Testament God’s people sang of a Savior and salvation. 
(Psalm 79:9; 1 Chronicles 16:23-29) 

In the New Testament God brought those longings to life.  
(1 Peter 1:10-12) 

The promised blessing began with Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3) 
The promised fulfillment comes in Jesus Christ. (Galatians 3:14) 

The promised Messiah was predicted at least 700 years before the 
first Christmas Eve. (Isaiah 9:6-7; Micah 5:2) 

The promised fulfillment began when a virgin gave birth to a son 
in Bethlehem, and named him Jesus. (Luke 2:11, 21) 

The closest followers of Jesus recognized him as the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God. (Matthew 16:15-20) 

Hundreds, and then thousands, followed him in New Testament 
times—and multiplied millions follow Him now. (Acts 9:31; 16:5) 

Animal sacrifices in the Old Testament prepared our understand-
ing of how blood can purge sin. (Leviticus 16:20-30, 34) 

Jesus shed his blood, the perfect atoning sacrifice for our sins, on 
Calvary’s cross on the first Good Friday. (Hebrews 10:11-14) 

The Old Testament prophesied a Messiah who would suffer, die 
and rise from the dead. (Isaiah 53:4-6; Psalm 16:9-10; Acts 2:22-33) 

Jesus suffered, rose from the dead, now rules at God’s right 
hand, and will return to judge and rule. (Acts 5:31; Philippi-
ans 3:20-21; Titus 2:13) 

The Old Testament God promised salvation to Israel and to all the 
nations. (Isaiah 49:6; Luke 2:28-32) 

The message of salvation proclaims Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior, and the Lord of the harvest is sending us to take it to 
the entire world. (Acts 13:23, 26; Matthew 24:14)  

SONG: Faith of Our Fathers 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, for taking 

hundreds of years to help us fully understand the meaning  
of the gospel. 

—Chuck Mylander 
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Monday 
August 1 The Gospel Pure and Simple 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

The gospel is all about Jesus. (1 Corinthians 15:1-3) 
We make it all about me and my needs. 

The gospel says Jesus died on the cross “for our sins.”  
(1 Corinthians 15:3; Romans 5:8; Matthew 26:28) 

We try to be good enough on our own. 
The gospel says Jesus was buried; he really died as a real man.  
(1 Corinthians 15:4) 

We avoid death and pretend that this life is what counts. 
The gospel says Jesus was raised from the dead and appeared to 
many people. (1 Corinthians 15:5-8) 

We forget that in Christ a resurrection life is ours every 
day. (Colossians 2:4-10) 

The gospel of the resurrection will be lived out in daily life.  
(1 Corinthians 15:20-28, 34) 

We focus on the weather, sports, news, family matters and 
miss God’s best. 

The gospel tells us Jesus was crucified, is risen, reigning and will 
return. (1 Corinthians 15:3-5, 51-52, 58) 

We focus on our past and present but forget our future 
with King Jesus. 

The gospel reveals that Jesus is right here, right now.  
(Matthew 28:20) 

We keep Jesus at a safe distance so that he doesn’t inter-
rupt our lives. 

The gospel says, “Jesus is Lord.” (Romans 10:9; 1 Corinthians 12:3) 
We say, “I’m my own boss.” 

The gospel touches every part of our lives. 
We squirm. 

SONG: At Calvary 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, may the gospel 

permeate every part of my life including every longing and 
desire. 

—Chuck Mylander 
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Tuesday 
August 2 

The Radical Cross 
versus the Cheap Cross 

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

The radical cross calls for self-denial and willingness to die for 
Christ. (Matthew 16:24; Luke 9:23) 

The cheap cross offers substitutes for self denial. 
The radical cross is a call to death because Jesus is worthy. 
(Matthew 10:38) 

The cheap cross emphasizes the benefits of the crucifix-
ion, not following Christ when it hurts. 

The radical cross leads us to glorify God. (Galatians 6:14) 
The cheap cross focuses on “me.”  

The radical cross battled the grip of sin on human hearts.  
(2 Corinthians 5:21) 

The cheap cross entertains itself with the bondage of sin. 
The radical cross causes fear of the judgment seat of Christ.  
(2 Corinthians 5:10-11, 14) 

The cheap cross explains away the one Fear that drives 
away all other fears. 

The radical cross demonstrates the love of God.  
(John 3:16; Romans 5:8) 

The cheap cross distorts the love of God. 
The radical cross is powerful (1 Corinthians 1:17-18) 

The cheap cross is powerless. 

SONG: Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, by your grace I will 

follow you all the way to the suffering of the cross. Give me 
strength to bear the radical cross and power to proclaim it. 

—Chuck Mylander 
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Wednesday 
August 3 Whole Life Discipleship 

BIBLE READING: Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 3:14, 17 

The gospel leads to whole life discipleship. In your mind picture 
the cross. The upward vertical beam represents our spiritual lives 
with its promise of salvation and gift of eternal life.  
(John 3:16; Romans 6:23) 

We enjoy the good feelings of worship and the assurance 
of heaven, but easily forget the other dimensions of the 
gospel. 

The first horizontal side of the cross beam represents our  
relationships with others. 

We find that “As I have loved you, so you  
must love one another” works really well.  
(John 13:34-35; 1 John 4:11-21) 

The lower vertical beam calls for the lordship of Christ in  
our daily lives—justice, finances, work, care of God’s creation,  
recreation, entertainment, and much more.  
(Genesis 2:15; Matthew 6:25-34; Romans 12:9–13:14)  

We sometimes try to keep our discipleship in  
“safe” places—church or Christian activities.  

The other horizontal cross bar represents our personal  
lives—peace, rest, purpose and especially Christ’s presence.  
(Matthew 11:28-30; Matthew 28:16-20; Philippians 4:13) 

We love the benefits and ignore the obligations.  
The concept of whole life discipleship, sometimes called a holistic 
gospel, transforms poverty-stricken communities in Rwanda and 
Nepal. (Luke 6:20; Leviticus 19:10; Proverbs 14:31; Galatians 2:10) 
It can also transform our lives. Jesus is Lord of all or not Lord at all. 

SONG: I Surrender All 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help me follow Jesus in every 

part of my life, including the ones where I now exclude him. 
—Chuck Mylander 
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Thursday 
August 4 The Spread of the Gospel 

BIBLE READING: Acts 1:8; Revelation 5:9; 7:9; 14:6 

We assume most evangelicals live in the United States and the 
Western world. 

The fact is that 80% of today’s evangelicals live in Latin 
America, Africa and Asia. 

We assume the gospel has reached most of the world. 
The fact is that while a few Christians exist in every na-
tion, 24-29% of the world’s population have never heard 
the gospel. 

We assume that with modern technology we can rapidly reach the 
world. 

The fact is that the gospel spreads from person to person, 
requiring bridges of personal relationships. 

We assume that the spread of true Christianity has leveled off or 
declined. 

The fact is that worldwide evangelicals are growing at 
twice the population growth rate. 

We assume that most missionaries come from the United States. 
The fact is that while the U.S. sends the most  
missionaries, Korea is next surpassing Great Britain. 

We assume that most missionaries are white Anglo-Saxons. 
The fact is that the world missions force is more  
multicultural and multinational than ever before. 

We assume everyone knows a true Christian by name. 
The fact is that 90% of the unreached do not know a 
Christian personally. 

(All statistics from Jason Mandryk,  
Operation World, 7th edition, 2010). 

SONG: Send the Light 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you that the Great Com-

mission will be fulfilled. Use me and our church to do our 
part in its fulfillment. 

—Chuck Mylander 
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Friday 
August 5 The Climax of the Gospel 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 24:14; Acts 1:9-11 

Jesus warned us to stay alert and ready for his second coming. 
(Matthew 24:42; 25:13) 

We know our Lord is coming again but how often do we 
eagerly anticipate it? 

The Bible tells us to focus on what is unseen, not what is seen.  
(2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 

We focus on the here and now, not the there and then. 
Jesus said, “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority” and turned his disciples’ attention to 
being witnesses to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:6-8) 

We like time lines that predict future events. 
The Bible acknowledges the fear of the coming judgment, even of 
Christians. (2 Corinthians 5:10-11; 1 Peter 4:17-18) 

We look forward only to future rewards when Christ 
returns. 

Some Bible teachers proclaim that the nation of Israel is God’s 
clock for the end of the age. (Maybe they are right). Jesus’ clock 
was the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom to all the nations. 
(Matthew 24:14) 

We dare not ignore Jesus’s clock. 
The book of Revelation reveals that the gospel will be proclaimed 
to every tribe, language, people and nation (Revelation 5:9; 7:9; 
14:6; 15:4; 21:24). It’s happening. 

We worry about the United States’ future place in the 
world. 

Jesus is certainly coming again to resurrect the dead and rapture 
the faithful living. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) 
The gospel has a climax, and it’s coming! 

SONG: Coming Again 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, keep us ready, working 

and witnessing until you come again! Turn our eyes away 
from distractions and busyness that produces nothing. 

—Chuck Mylander 
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Saturday 
August 6 What’s Missing in Our Gospel? 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 22:18-19; 2 Timothy 3:16 
Although the Revelation reading for today refers only to the Book 
of Revelation, the principle behind it proves helpful. Whenever we 
seek weak, anemic Christianity I wonder, “What’s missing in our 
gospel?” Have we given the whole counsel of God, or are we sim-
ply failing to communicate it well enough? So today, let’s reflect 
on this series and ask what’s missing. 

Jesus’ gospel warned of hell—weeping, gnashing of teeth, outer 
darkness, unquenchable fire, where “their worm dies not.”  
(Mark 9:44-48) 

Our gospel trivializes hell to “eternal separation from God.” 
Jesus’ gospel revealed the new heaven and new earth where we 
will live in resurrected bodies.  

Our gospel pictures a soul floating up to heaven. 
(Revelation 21:1; 2 Peter 3:13) 

Jesus’ gospel brought healings, miracles, changed lives. 
Our gospel has a form of godliness but denies its power.  
(2 Timothy 3:5) 

Jesus’ gospel included judgment now and judgment to come. 
(Matthew 11:19-24; John 5:14) 

Our gospel seldom mentions judgment, and always  
pictures it as future. 

Jesus’ gospel presented a balanced two-age perspective.  
(Matthew 24:8; 25:13; 25:46) 

Our gospel focuses on either earth or heaven, but seldom both. 
Jesus’ gospel focuses on both bodies and souls. (Matthew 22:23-32; 
John 11:24-25; Romans 6:5; Philippians 3:10-11) 

Our gospel focuses on souls and soul-winning, but neglects 
both our present bodies and future resurrected body. 

SONG: How Great Thou Art 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Give us the whole gospel for 

the whole person. 
—Chuck Mylander 


