
Barbara Morse

The news media these days seems to be reporting incidents that 
increasingly fill me with fear and foreboding concerning the future. Of 
course I know that as a child of God I am assured of eternal life awaiting 
me in heaven by virtue of the shed blood of Christ, so that is a reason to 
look to the future with hope. But there are also reasons for the believer 
to have hope for this life as well, because of the promises of God. This 
week I’m sharing some thoughts on reasons for hope for the believer, 
here and now. 

I am recently retired after thirty-seven years serving with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators and its sister organization, SIL in Mexico. I live in Tucson, 
Arizona, where I enjoy seeing the beauty of the desert and some of 
its wildlife from my dining room window. While in Tucson I attend 
Northwest Community Friends Church and during visits to Oregon to be 
with family and friends, I enjoy fellowship at Newberg Friends Church. 
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Sunday
October 25 God Is at Work in My Life 

BIBLE READING: John 15:1-8 

I love roses and one of my favorites is the climbing peace 
rose outside my kitchen window. Every year it produces large 
blooms with multiple yellow petals, edged with a soft, pinkish 
coral. But one day as I looked, I noticed something odd—a tall 
cane sporting small, red roses with few petals. Not what I was 
expecting!

I went out for a closer look and saw what the problem 
was: the tall cane was coming from the base of the plant, below 
the point where the hybrid rose had been grafted on to the stur-
dier root stalk. I showed it no mercy, quickly taking my clippers 
and clipping off the cane at its base. I wanted the plant to put 
all its effort into producing blooms of superior quality.

In my life as a Christian, sometimes the searchlight of the 
Scriptures points out to me that I’ve allowed a wrong attitude 
or action to spring up. What I need to do first is confess it and 
ask God to prune that attitude or action out of my life, then 
allow God to replace that with a godly attitude or action—the 
fruit of his Spirit living within. As we read in Galatians 5:22-
23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law.” Those are the qualities 
I want to have in my life—possible only through the Spirit’s 
power. And that’s a reason for hope. 

SONG: Where the Spirit of the Lord Is
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you Lord for working  

in my life through your Spirit. Help me to listen to your voice 
and become more like you.

—Barbara Morse 
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Monday
October 26 Living According to the Spirit 

BIBLE READING: Romans 7:21—8:5 

I watched on YouTube as a cuckoo egg hatched out in the nest 
of a pair of warblers, where a cuckoo mother bird had sneaked 
in and laid its egg in the warblers’ nest. The cuckoo hatched 
first and was fed by the unsuspecting warbler parents, who 
just followed their instincts. As soon as the cuckoo hatchling 
gained strength it managed to push the three unhatched war-
bler eggs out of the nest, one by one. The warblers, unaware, 
continued searching for food and feeding the cuckoo, even after 
it had outgrown their little nest.

Has Satan sneaked in without being invited to plant 
temptations or sinful thoughts in your mind? As we are warned 
in Romans 7:21, “So I find this law at work: Although I want to 
do good, evil is right there with me.”

Perhaps you’ve heard the saying, “You can’t keep the 
birds from flying overhead, but you don’t have to let them build 
a nest in your hair.” The good news is that as a child of God, 
who is trusting in Christ as Savior, you have the Spirit of Christ 
living within you. You are promised in Romans 8:9, “You, how-
ever, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you....” How wonder-
ful to know that we don’t have to be defeated by negative or sin-
ful thoughts that Satan has managed to sneak into our minds. 
And we certainly don’t need to keep feeding them! We can ask 
the Holy Spirit to take control and replace those thoughts with 
the truths from his Word. To quote the apostle Paul, “Thanks 
be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 
Romans 7:25a. 

SONG: Spirit of the Living God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, for living in 

me. Help me to daily be controlled in my thoughts and actions 
by your Spirit and reflect that in what I do and say.

—Barbara Morse 
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Tuesday
October 27 God Can Be Seen in Me 

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 3:18 

One of my favorite sights to behold is the flash of iridescent red 
and green in the feathers on the head and throat of the Anna’s 
hummingbird as it visits the feeder outside my window. It turns 
out that the hummingbird can’t take any credit for the beauty 
of its color. The iridescent color you see is just a reflection of 
the light of the sun. The credit for the iridescence goes to the  
hummingbird’s Creator who made it with an outer layer of  
special reflective platelets containing tiny air bubbles that cover 
the feathers of the head and throat. If the sun’s rays don’t strike 
the feathers at the right angle, the colors will appear dusky or 
even black.

The Bible says God created us humans in his image to 
reflect his beauty, but sometimes I feel I have failed in that  
regard. I’m encouraged by today’s reading to know that God 
isn’t finished with me yet. I was created to be like him and he 
is still transforming me as I allow his Spirit to do his work in 
me. Like the hummingbird, my true attractiveness comes as I 
keep looking to him and reflect in my life the light and life of 
my Creator. 

SONG: Let the Beauty of Jesus Be Seen in Me
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to keep looking to 

you and display a Christ-like attitude to those around me.

—Barbara Morse 
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Wednesday
October 28 God Will Provide All I Need 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:4-7, 19 

The hummingbird feeder at my house is placed in the middle 
of a bed of roses. Sometimes while working in the rose bed I am 
startled by the whir of tiny wings as an agitated hummingbird 
darts past my head. He is upset that I am encroaching on “his” 
territory, not realizing that I am his benefactor who provides 
the constant supply of nectar in the feeder.

At times I can be so much like the hummingbird, becom-
ing agitated if things seem to be out of order in my little world, 
questioning why God interfered in “my” bed of roses. Often, 
as time passes, I am able to see how God was protecting me 
and preparing me for something good that he had planned for 
me in the future. At such times this admonition that Paul gave  
to the believers in Rome speaks to me: “Be joyful in hope,  
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” Romans 12:12. Even 
then, I depend on God to enable me to display the patience I 
need through his Spirit working in me to produce that quality 
as well as the other fruits of the Spirit.

I also take comfort in the fact that God’s love and care for 
me will continue, unbroken, into eternity, because he has given 
this promise in 1 Peter 1:3-4: “Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you.” What 
a reason for hope! 

SONG: God Will Take Care of You
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to keep my trust 

in your care for me. Thank you for the gift of eternal life.

—Barbara Morse 
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Thursday
October 29 I Can Be an Encourager 

BIBLE READING: 2 Chronicles 20:1-4, 13-15 

The account of how God defended the kingdom of Judah against 
the attack of the surrounding nations stands as a wonderful ex-
ample of God’s care for his people and of his power to deliver 
against all odds. The promise in verse 15: “Do not be afraid 
or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not 
yours, but God’s,” has always inspired greater faith in me to 
trust God and depend on him to care for me.

As I read this passage recently, I saw something else that 
stood out to me. This prophecy, this word from the Lord, was 
given through someone who apparently had not previously 
been singled out as a prophet. It was given by the Spirit through 
Jahaziel, a Levite. The king, the other Levites and all the people 
recognized the truth of this promise. They were no longer par-
alyzed by fear and began to praise the Lord.

I am not a prophet but I do have access to the Word of 
God. Like Jahaziel I can remind other believers of this and other 
promises of God in his Word. For example, Jesus promised his 
followers, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age” Matthew 28:20b.

Or this, “God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will 
I forsake you.’ So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?’” 
Hebrews 13:5b-6.

We can all be encouragers, sharing with others the prom-
ises of God. 

SONG: Standing on the Promises
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for the hope I find  

in the promises of your Word. Help me to share these truths 
with others. 

—Barbara Morse 



40

Friday
October 30 Hope Fulfilled through Praise 

BIBLE READING: 2 Chronicles 20:20-26 

What brought about the astonishing victory over the enemies of 
Judah in today’s reading? God kept his promise, of course, but 
it is significant that the promise began to be fulfilled when the 
songs of praise to God were sung. It was then that the opposing 
armies began to destroy each other. Finally there was nothing 
left to do but gather up the spoils! The hope the people of Judah 
had in God, expressed in praise, led to answered prayer, and 
then led them to place even more hope and trust in him. The 
happy result is that God gave his people peace and rest from 
war and God was glorified.

As I look at this example, I’m reminded that it is better 
to concentrate on praising God in anticipation of what he will 
do, than it is to sink into depression for fear of what might 
happen. If I am really trusting him to guide me I can praise him 
with confidence that he will keep his promises. Though I don’t 
know how God will choose to act on my behalf or on behalf  
of those I’m praying for, like the people of Judah I can cer-
tainly give thanks to the Lord and acknowledge the truth that 
his faithful love endures forever. God also gave us this prom-
ise: “But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow 
weary, they will walk and not be faint” Isaiah 40:31. That’s a 
reason for praise! 

SONG: O Worship the King.
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me remember to 

praise you for who you are and what you have promised  
to do, knowing that you always keep your promises.

—Barbara Morse



41

Saturday
October 31 God Leads a Step at a Time 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 2:19-23; Isaiah 30:19-21 

It seems I have spent a lot of time in my life waiting for guid-
ance from the Lord about the next step I am to take in the  
future. Have you wished, as I have, that God would make his 
will clear right from the beginning?

After the birth of Jesus and the later visit of the wise men 
who came to worship him in Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph were 
led by God, through a dream, to leave immediately for Egypt 
in order to save the baby Jesus from death. During their stay in 
Egypt they must have done a lot of wondering about what was 
going to happen next. 

Then after Herod died they received guidance, again 
through a dream, to take the child and return to Israel to live—
but with no specifics. Apparently God thought it was best for 
them to obey just one set of instructions at a time. In another 
dream God warned Joseph not to settle in Judea near the seat of 
foreign power but to go north to the district of Galilee. So it was 
that God led them step by step to return to the quiet little town 
of Nazareth in the district of Galilee, their own hometown. It 
must have been tremendously reassuring, in spite of the threats 
to their safety, to know that God was leading them forward, just 
as he promised in his Word. We also can trust him to guide us 
as we face the future, following him step by step. 

SONG: Anywhere with Jesus
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I’m so grateful for your 

guidance. Help me to trust you and follow your leading.

—Barbara Morse


