
Barbara Morse 

As I write this I am in southern Mexico where I work part-time as a 
distribution consultant, providing support for a team of Bible trans-
lators preparing Scriptures in indigenous languages. When not in 
Mexico, part of my time is spent in Arizona near a translation cen-
ter, and part of the time in Oregon near family. 

While in college, I took a course in physical science—required for my 
preparation as a teacher—and I developed an interest in the study of 
rocks and minerals. Thereafter, for quite a few years I enjoyed 
collecting rocks here and there. 

God must like rocks, too, since he created such a variety of them, 
and used them as illustrations in the Bible. The readings this week 
focus on what we can learn from some of those illustrations. 

In the photo I’m looking at a large stone (perhaps a millstone?) 
found at an old Spanish hacienda near the town where I live when 
I’m in Mexico. An even older Zapotec tomb located on the hacienda 
adds to the intrigue. 
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Sunday 
September 4 Rock of Safety 

BIBLE READING: 2 Samuel 22:1-4 
As a teacher of missionary children living and working in 
South America, and later as a member of Wycliffe Bible Trans-
lators living in southern Mexico, I’ve found myself in new and 
sometimes difficult circumstances many times over. When the 
challenge seemed too great, or fear gripped my heart, the 
words of the psalmist in today’s reading reassured me. I could 
put my feet down on the solid rock of the fact that God had 
called me and placed me where I was, and he was surely 
capable of keeping me safe from any danger, known or un-
known. 

The best for me has been the knowledge that even if the 
unthinkable should happen and I were overtaken by death, I 
would find myself in the ultimate place of safety, in the pres-
ence of God himself! The Scripture says of our final destina-
tion, “God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he 
will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God him-
self will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away” (Revelation 21:3b-4, NIV 2011). The writer of Hebrews 
says, “So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly 
rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done 
the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. For 
‘In just a little while, he who is coming will come and will not 
delay’” (10:35-37, NIV 2011). And “But my righteous one will 
live by faith” (v. 38). So don’t be afraid, go ahead, put your 
feet down on the Rock. 

SONG: Hiding in Thee 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to keep my feet 

firmly planted on you, my rock of safety. 
—Barbara Morse 
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Monday 
September 5 Built on a Rock 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 7:24-27 
I have several pictures in my mind of the results of the floods 
in various parts of the world during the past year, as shown  
by the media. Some homes that looked as though they were 
well built were swept away in the floods resulting from heavy 
rains in low-lying areas. Some homes that were built on a 
mountainside ended up at the bottom after a landslide. What 
could have prevented that from happening? Jesus gives us the 
practical solution in today’s reading: by choosing a house site 
where the house could be built higher up on bedrock instead 
of on a flood plain or on less stable layers of earth. 

More importantly, Jesus uses this illustration to tell us 
that in our own spiritual lives we need to cut through our own 
useless efforts to succeed and get down to bedrock. Nothing 
but disaster awaits, eventually, unless our lives are based on 
obedience to Christ. That means first receiving him as Savior, 
then learning from him what his will is for us, and putting it 
into practice. We learn what his will is by reading his Word 
and listening to him in prayer. The obedience comes as we 
yield to his Spirit within us as he shows us his will. When the 
storms of life come, there’s no better place to be than on the 
solid rock, the Rock that is Christ Jesus. 

SONG: The Solid Rock 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for providing a 

sure foundation for my life. Help me to seek your will daily. 
—Barbara Morse 
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Tuesday 
September 6 

Jesus: 
Capstone and Cornerstone 

BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 2:4-10 
I was fascinated as I watched a program showing how the 
soaring gothic cathedrals of Europe were constructed of stone. 
Many of these towering structures remain standing after hun-
dreds of years in spite of the forces of earthquake, storms, and 
the relentless and potentially destructive pull of gravity. Why? 
Every stone was perfectly cut and aligned to support every 
other stone, keeping in exact balance the forces exerted on 
them. First the cornerstone (or foundation stone) was laid, 
which determined the alignment of all other stones in the 
structure. In every vaulted door or window, the top capstone 
or keystone was especially important. Without it the structure 
would gradually collapse, stone by stone. 

Peter points out that Jesus Christ is like a capstone or 
cornerstone (v. 7). God’s plan of salvation for the whole world 
depends on faith in one person, Jesus Christ, for it is through 
him and his redeeming sacrifice that every person on earth 
can be saved from eternal death. 

In today’s reading Peter also refers to Jesus Christ as the 
foundation cornerstone of the “spiritual house” which is the 
church. Whatever work we do for the Lord will be futile if it is 
not based on and aligned with the one true foundation, Jesus 
Christ. I have to ask myself, is my work for God contributing 
in some way toward making known the truth of what Christ 
did on the cross and his power to save? Do I daily seek to 
align my life and work with Jesus and his commands? Do I try 
to discern his plans and purposes for me and the world? 

SONG: We Are God’s People 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, show me your will for my 

life and use me today as you build your church. 
—Barbara Morse 
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Wednesday 
September 7 Living Stones 

BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 2:4-10 
The Friends church where I grew up in the small town of 
Greenleaf, Idaho, was noted for its beautiful red lava rock 
facade. The rocks were intricately fitted together, making the 
church outstanding for its beauty. But more importantly, the 
“real” church was composed of believers working together as 
“living stones,” building the kingdom of God in that commu-
nity and reaching out around the world. 

By sacrificial effort the church maintained not only the 
church, but also a Christian high school, (which now includes 
an elementary school), providing a solid Christian education 
that had a great impact on my life. Members of the church 
used their gifts teaching Sunday school, leading the prayer 
meetings, helping with music, guiding the young people in 
their meetings and encouraging their participation in the 
services. Some adults faithfully provided leadership to the 
youth who visited nursing homes and the county jail every 
Saturday night, giving a witness for Christ. 

The church was also known for its support of overseas 
missions, which influenced me and whetted my desire to 
serve in missions later on. They also reached out to Hispanics 
in the area, providing services in Spanish. Others helped 
provide leadership for 4-H clubs in the wider community, and 
showed love and compassion for any who were sick. 

Of course, some of these “living stones” had some rough 
edges, but God used them all, and together they presented a 
united front, depending on God to build the church. God can 
use us all by the power of his Spirit—we only need to be 
willing. 

SONG: Give of Your Best to the Master 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, for blessing 

my life through others. Use my life, as well, in your service. 
—Barbara Morse 
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Thursday 
September 8 Stones of Worth and Beauty 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 
Many years ago while I was visiting my parents who were 
then living in Central Oregon, we decided to try our hand at 
digging for buried treasure. The “treasure” consisted of  
thunderegg agates—formed by volcanic action and naturally 
embedded in the earth—which we could dig out and then 
keep by paying a modest price per pound. I dug out and  
purchased quite a few pounds, in faith, as they certainly were-
n’t beautiful on the outside. When cut open and polished by 
an uncle who was a “rock hound,” we found that most of  
the thundereggs yielded beautiful blue and grey agate centers 
of unique design, edged with jasper. I still have those thun-
dereggs as part of my “treasures.” They are just one example 
of God’s workmanship in creation. 

The apostle Paul asserts that you and I are creating 
“treasures,” things of beauty and worth, through our work and 
daily activities. The way we live and what we do or teach 
others have the potential to help build the kingdom of God, 
based on the foundation laid by Christ. What actually builds it 
up, making the truth of the gospel known, is of lasting value 
and is compared to costly stones, like gold and silver—real 
treasures! 

My daily work may seem mundane, but in the day of 
God’s judgment, its worth as work done for Christ will be 
revealed. It seems to me that it’s a good idea to spend time 
with the Lord today and ask him to guide me in creating 
something of worth that will build his kingdom. What a privi-
lege and responsibility! 

SONG: I Love Your Kingdom, Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to follow  

your leading and may my work for you be of real worth  
in your sight. 

—Barbara Morse 
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Friday 
September 9 

Life-Saving Water 
from the Rock 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 
Years ago, as a partner and I began work as Bible translators, 
we went to live in a small mountain town in southern Mexico 
in order to learn the language. There we found that piped-in 
water was still the talk of the town. They had tapped into the 
source, high above the town, where water gushed con-
tinuously out of an opening in the rock on the side of the 
mountain and ran down to join a river at its base. The local 
inhabitants had long been accustomed to making daily treks to 
the river below for bathing, washing clothes, and filling con-
tainers with water to use in their homes. Without this source 
of water, life could not exist. 

In today’s reading the apostle Paul reminds the believers 
at Corinth how more than once God had saved their fore-
fathers from dying of thirst as they passed through the desert 
on their way to the land God had promised them. God caused 
water to come gushing out of the solid rock. Paul tells us they 
were actually saved by a divine spiritual act on the part of 
Jesus Christ, who was present with them and active then, as 
now, providing what they needed—both physically and spiri-
tually. 

We are just as dependent on him today for life, both 
physical and spiritual. Jesus Christ is the rock out of which 
flows the spiritual water of life. Jesus, talking to the woman of 
Samaria said, “...whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in 
them a spring of water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14). 

Tap into the source. 

SONG: Satisfied 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I come to you in  

gratitude. You are my source of life, both physically and 
spiritually. 

—Barbara Morse 



87 

Saturday 
September 10 Memorial Stones 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 3:14–4:7 
In November we like to especially remember what we have to 
be thankful for, but gratitude to God should continue all 
through the year. Like the people of Israel, I have plenty of 
reasons to be thankful on a continuing basis. Many of those 
reasons are for times when God rescued me from a difficult or 
dangerous situation. 

My mother tells me of the time I nearly drowned as a 
toddler. I often remember the time as an adult when my car 
slid toward the edge of a high bank and came to a stop right at 
the edge. During 40 years of missionary service God has pro-
vided, over and over, for my financial needs. Ten years ago I 
faced surgery for colon cancer and was fearful of the outcome. 
Today I thank God for bringing me through that difficult time 
and allowing me more years of life and service for him. To-
gether, these and other experiences serve as my “memorial 
stones.” Have you thought back to your “memorial stones” 
lately, times when God brought you through difficulties? 

Beyond these, though, I am thankful for a multitude of 
everyday blessings I often take for granted and that give me 
joy—family and friends, a home, fulfilling work, the beauty of 
creation that surrounds me. But most of all, I’m thankful for 
the assurance of eternal life because of my trust in Christ’s 
sacrifice of his life for me and for all mankind. Keeping that in 
mind is the greatest reason for being thankful. It’s also motiva-
tion for doing what I can to help others find the same reason 
to be thankful. 

SONG: Thanks to God for My Redeemer 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you Lord for your pres-

ence with me and your provision for all my needs. Remind 
me often of your gracious care. 

—Barbara Morse 


