
MEXICO CITY was the first mission field when Evan-
gelical Friends Mission (EFM) was started in the 1960s. 
For about 35 years EFM sent missionaries to that great, 
big city and God used them to help many people become 
followers of Jesus Christ. Two of those people were a 
man named Ernesto Ramirez and his wife, Elizabeth. 

Both Ernesto and Elizabeth grew up in Mexico City. 
Ernesto received a college education and became a leader 
in the workplace. Elizabeth learned how to be a good 
cook but did not finish high school.  

Neither one of them paid much attention to God until 
after they were married and had one son, Luis Ernesto.  
It was at that point that they met some EFM mission-
aries and decided to start going to a Friends church  
in a section of Mexico City called Viveros. They were  
attracted to the joy and peace that they saw in the lives  
of these people who followed Jesus Christ. They wanted 
this joy and peace for themselves, so they opened the 
door of their lives to Jesus and invited Him in. 

After they started attending the Friends church in 
Viveros it wasn’t long before they wound up with  
leadership responsibilities. They also had two more  
sons, Daniel and Manuel. Ernesto and Elizabeth grew 
and grew and grew in their relationship with the Lord. 
They began to experience His joy and peace in their  
lives and in their family. And they started encouraging 
their relatives and friends to follow Jesus. 

I met Ernesto and Elizabeth on a visit to Mexico City in 
December of 2003. I was there with the director of EFM, 
Chuck Mylander, to see if the Friends churches in the 

Mexico City area were ready to be without missionaries. 
Were they mature enough to carry on by themselves?  
By this time Ernesto was pastor of the church in Viveros 
and superintendent of Mexico Yearly Meeting. When 
Chuck and I asked Ernesto and Elizabeth if they thought 
the churches were ready to be without missionaries they 
said, “Yes.”  

But they had one request: Send visitors to Mexico City 
over a five-year period to train teachers so that we can 
teach our own people about the Bible and how to do  
various kinds of ministries. We agreed to this request 
and I became the person who helped coordinate these 
teacher-training visits. 

It took seven years rather than five to train teachers  
in Mexico City. We worked with more than a dozen  
potential teachers and five of them finished the training. 
Ernesto and Elizabeth were among them. Elizabeth had 
not been in school for a long, long time. At first she 
really struggled with her studies. Her first experiences 
with teaching were pretty rocky. But Elizabeth is a  
smart lady and she caught on quickly. Today she is one 
of their best teachers and is also director of the Friends 
Theological Institute. 

Whenever I went to Mexico City to  
help with the teacher training I got  
to stay in Ernesto and Elizabeth’s  
home. Manuel, the youngest son,  
always gave up his bedroom for me. 
Elizabeth is such a good cook I gained 
weight every time I stayed with them. 
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