
Katy Matchette

I live in a fifth wheel in Albany, Oregon, with my husband, Dennis, and 
dog, Shane. Last year we celebrated our fiftieth wedding anniversary 
with a trip to the church in Indiana where it all began. Our niece Paula 
(Matchette) Laskowski took the accompanying picture in South Bend, 
Indiana.

One of my projects in recent years has been reading and writing my way 
through the Bible. I have now nearly completed that project, and have 
dipped into some of my completed comments to adapt for these Fruit of 
the Vine devotionals. Daniel’s life gives one a lot to think about.
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Sunday
May 27 Taking a Stand

BIBLE READING: Daniel 1:1–16 (ESV)

Daniel and his three closest friends had big problems! King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had seized them from their home-
land and dragged them off to Babylon with him. Once there 
Daniel, Hannaniah, Mishael, and Azariah received new names: 
Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Apparently 
no one protested. They knew who they were and a name change 
would not change that.

The king hoped to turn these young men into Babylonians 
in religion and culture. The process meant royal food and a 
royal education. However, dietary restrictions marked the 
ancient Jews, and Daniel refused to give up his identity as 
Yahweh’s person. Thus, he went to the chief officer. “The king 
has decreed your diet,” the officer told Daniel. “I dare not 
change it. If you come into the king’s presence looking puny he 
will blame me.”

Daniel did not argue; neither did he give up. “Let us 
have a ten-day trial on vegetables and water.” Then the officer 
could compare their appearance to the others and make up his 
mind. For ten days they ate their simple diet. Daniel and his 
three friends flourished, so the officer honored their request 
permanently.

Daniel stood up for what was right, and God honored 
him. We can learn much from Daniel. His faithfulness resulted 
in respect.

SONG: Dare to Be a Daniel
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, grant us the courage of 

our convictions and the wisdom to communicate them.

—Katy Matchette
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Monday
May 28 Mission Impossible

BIBLE READING: Daniel 2:1–18 (ESV)

Graduation time arrived, and the trainees came before the king. 
Nebuchadnezzar took them into his service. The following year 
the king had disturbing dreams. He called in his experts and 
told the assembled wise men what he had dreamed. They said: 
“Tell us what you dreamed, and we’ll tell you what it means.”

Nebuchadnezzar refused, demanding that they tell him 
both the dream and its interpretation. The wise men could not 
do that and they were honest enough to say so. The king vowed 
to kill them and their families.

“No human being can do what you ask, only the gods 
have such knowledge,” the magicians sputtered. They were 
right, the king had asked the impossible. Human needs often 
exceed human capability.

Daniel had missed the meeting, but since he was classi-
fied as a wise man, executioners came looking for him and his 
friends. “What caused this?” Daniel asked, and the executioner 
told him.

Daniel went to the king and asked for a little time. Then 
he would tell the king what his dream meant. Daniel acted 
in faith saying, “I will do this.” Then Daniel and his friends 
went to prayer. Daniel did not assume that he could do the 
impossible, but he trusted in his God. He also understood, as 
we need to, that impossible and even difficult situations call for 
multiplied prayers.

SONG: Be Bold, Be Strong
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, help us to rely on you 

faithfully for all things.

—Katy Matchette
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Tuesday
May 29 To God Be the Glory

BIBLE READING: Daniel 2:19–28 (ESV)

As Daniel expected, God answered their prayers and sent him 
a vision revealing the king’s dream and its meaning. He praised 
God who had answered his prayers by making known the king’s 
concern.

Wisdom and might are God’s. He changes times and sea-
sons. In addition, God imparts wisdom to the wise, those who 
understand that fearing him is the beginning of wisdom. He 
shares knowledge with those seeking to understand their God. 
Yahweh reveals deep and secret things to those he has anointed 
to serve him. 

Then Daniel went to the executioner and said, “Do not 
destroy the wise men of Babylon.” Daniel did not plead merely 
for himself; he pleaded for all of the wise men. He promised 
that he could and would tell the king what he demanded.

Shortly Daniel found himself standing before the king. 
“Can you tell me my dream and interpret it?” Nebuchadnezzar 
demanded. Daniel prefaced what he would say by pointing 
out that the king’s request was humanly impossible. However, 
the dream came from God who chose to reveal secrets to King 
Nebuchadnezzar.

Daniel could have made himself look good, but he in-
stead took pains to make the king understand that it was God 
who had the power to send dreams and to reveal their mean-
ing. He had revealed what Daniel was about to share with King 
Nebuchadnezzar.

SONG: To God Be the Glory
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, teach us to acknowledge 

your help before others.

—Katy Matchette
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Wednesday
May 30 The Message Is from God

BIBLE READING: Daniel 2:30, 46–47 (ESV)

Daniel made one more disclaimer; he had no more wisdom 
than anyone else. The revelation came to him for the king’s 
benefit so that he might understand his own thoughts. Most of 
us do not dream troubling visions. However, we all need help 
at times to sort out the thoughts of our own hearts.

Daniel wrapped up his presentation by telling 
Nebuchadnezzar that because he saw this dream, God himself 
had revealed the future to him. Then he declared: “The dream 
is certain, and its meaning is sure.”

The king then made the mistaken assumption that Daniel 
was a god. Daniel must have successfully rebutted the king’s 
belief, because Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged that Daniel’s 
God had revealed everything.

Nebuchadnezzar promoted Daniel and presented him 
with many great gifts. Daniel’s new job: ruler of the province 
of Babylon. Daniel also became the chief over all the wise men 
of Babylon.

In spite of these heady events, Daniel never stopped de-
pending on God. It’s no wonder that he became respected as 
one of the greatest and godliest men ever (Ezekiel 14:20) along 
with Job and Noah.

Depending on God does not always bring recognition 
from others, but God knows. Ultimately he will reward as he 
sees fit in his now-and-future kingdom.

SONG: All Praise to God Who Lives Above
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May I serve as faithfully in my 

place as Daniel did in his.

—Katy Matchette
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Thursday
May 31 Faithful under Fire

BIBLE READING: Daniel 3:1–8, 15–18, 24–28 (ESV)

In spite of his encounter with Yahweh, Nebuchadnezzar didn’t 
get the point. He built a golden image and ordered his high of-
ficials to attend the dedication. A herald announced that when 
the crowd heard music they must make obeisance to the golden 
image. Those who disobeyed would be thrown into a furnace.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego would not bow! Their 
enemies reported them, and the king had them brought before 
him. “Is this story true?” he demanded. No one denied it. Then 
the king challenged them: “Who is the god who will deliver 
you out of my hands?” “Our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver 
us….But if not…” they would settle for death.

The king erupted. He ordered his workers to heat the 
furnace seven times hotter than normal. Soldiers bound them 
fully clothed and threw them in, the excessive heat killing the 
guards. The king thought that would end it—it did not. Instead, 
he looked and saw four men walking unscathed in the furnace.

The God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had an-
swered the king. He was not omnipotent; Yahweh was. The king 
called, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the 
Most High God, come out!” They did. Again Nebuchadnezzar 
had to acknowledge Yahweh. Like Daniel, the three enjoyed the 
king’s good graces.

SONG: God of Our Fathers
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, we commit our lives into 

your hands. Renew our trust in you.

—Katy Matchette
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Friday
June 1 Pride Precedes a Fall

BIBLE READING: Daniel 4:1–9, 24–37 (ESV)

The next story begins at a time when all is well in the kingdom. 
Nebuchadnezzar had another terrifying nightmare. Again the 
king sent for his wise men. He told them his dream, but they 
did not interpret it. Daniel came last. When Nebuchadnezzar 
finished the account of his dream, he asked Daniel to interpret 
it, knowing by experience that Daniel could do this.

The dream represented Nebuchadnezzar and his king-
dom. It warned that God would strike the king down in his 
pride. He would live as an animal until “you know that the 
Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he 
will” (v. 25). However, there was hope. When he acknowledged 
God he would be restored.

In verse 27 Daniel gave the king some pointed advice: 
“Break off your sins by practicing righteousness, and your iniq-
uities by showing mercy to the oppressed.” Such actions might 
stave off disaster.

A year later we find the king walking in his palace con-
gratulating himself. At that moment Nebuchadnezzar lost his 
mind. A voice from heaven announced that he would remain a 
madman “until you know that the Most High rules in the king-
dom of men and gives it to whom he will” (v. 32).

After the seven years, Nebuchadnezzar came to himself 
and “blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who 
lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion” 
(v. 34). Our God goes to great lengths to get the attention of his 
creatures.

SONG: My Wonderful Lord
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, your Word reminds us 

constantly that you are greater than we are. Help us assimilate 
that truth into our lives.

—Katy Matchette
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BIBLE READING: Daniel 6:3–23 (ESV)

Fast forward to the Medo-Persian Empire. King Darius kept 
Daniel on and planned to set him over the entire kingdom. 
But other officials resented Daniel. They tried to find some-
thing against him, but they could not! They would have to use 
Daniel’s faith against him.

Daniel’s enemies asked the king to decree that for thirty 
days no one could pray to anyone but him. Violators would 
be thrown to the lions. Once signed into law, it could not be 
revoked.

Daniel went right on praying, visible at his window. His 
enemies caught him. Verse 10 tells us that he “prayed and gave 
thanks before his God.” Is that how we usually pray?

The officials reported Daniel and reminded the king that 
by law he had to carry out the sentence. At the den, they threw 
Daniel in. The king sealed it so no one could intervene and 
went off to spend a sleepless night. Next morning, he rushed 
off to the lions’ den. “Daniel, servant of the living God, has 
your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver 
you from the lions?” (v. 20).

To the king’s relief, Daniel answered: “My God sent his 
angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed 
me, because I was found blameless before him; and also be-
fore you, O king.” Daniel came out unharmed because “he had 
trusted in his God” (vv. 22–23). Therein lies a challenge for all 
of us!

SONG: Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel?
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, thank you for the 

example Daniel set. Teach me to trust you utterly in my own 
situation.

—Katy Matchette

Politically Incorrect
Saturday
June 2


