
Katharine E. Matchette 

My husband Dennis and I continue to live in Christmas Valley, Ore-
gon, where I play for hymn-singing (yes, we sing both hymns and 
choruses) at the Christmas Valley Community Church and teach the 
older adult Sunday school class from time to time. 

One of my daily activities is writing a Bible/study devotional and e-
mailing it to a friend. It’s been an exciting process watch to her and 
her husband’s lives survive tragedy and begin the road to serving 
Jesus. These readings from Amos are adapted from some of those 
studies. 

As I started rereading Amos’s message, it came home to me how 
contemporary his words are. If Amos prophesied in North America 
today, I can imagine him taking part in the “Occupy Wall Street” 
movement—in its first more positive form. I can never read Amos 
without guilt pangs. How well do any of us live out fairness and 
justice in our daily lives? 
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Sunday 
September 2 Occupy Wall Street? 

BIBLE READING: Amos 2:4-10 
Amos knew how to listen. When God called him as a pro-
phetic advocate for the poor, Amos answered. In his own way 
Amos occupied the Wall Street of his day. Amos is speaking 
to conditions in Israel that are not dissimilar to the social 
injustice that exists in the United States today. His words 
challenge contemporary thought: “Return to God’s teaching 
and priorities!” 

“They sell the…needy for a pair of sandals” (v. 6). While 
circumstances and social structures may have changed over 
time, obviously human nature has not. Currently we see a 
procession of home foreclosures with many yielding only 
cents on the dollar. One may wonder, “Are collection efforts 
worth it?” In some ways we do indeed sell the righteous for 
money. 

“They trample…the poor” (v. 7). In our fallen world, the 
rich grow richer, perhaps through outsourcing labor or replac-
ing workers with machines. Rarely do we hear of a company 
satisfied with a comfortable size and moderate profit. The 
NRSV uses the phrase “push the afflicted out of the way”  
(v. 7). The rich add insult to injury! God forbids his people to 
practice such inequity. Today’s world worships money much 
as Israel and Judah practiced idolatry. 

God has not changed his opinion of these sins: How can 
you act like this after all I’ve done for you in Jesus? The fair 
treatment of others is a bare minimum action we’re called to, 
but it’s a good starting place. We face an obligation to our 
birth and spiritual families. God invites us to employ creativ-
ity in finding ways to act on his will. 

SONG: Micah 6:8 (He Has Shown Thee, O Man) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, deliver us from the sins 

of greed and injustice and grant us wisdom that enables us to 
live lives of justice. 

—Katharine E. Matchette 
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Monday 
September 3 Would You Please Listen? 

BIBLE READING: Amos 3:2-8 
Amos aimed to issue a wake-up call to Israel. God’s message 
to Israel, delivered by Amos, is also a message to the church 
today in the United States. 

The Hebrew word avon, translated “iniquities” (v. 2) 
means guilt as well as wickedness or sin. Iniquity here sug-
gests lifestyle choices made by the Israelites in spite of God’s 
law, which pointed them to fairness and justice. God will 
discipline those whom he finds accountable. 

The gist of the questions in verses 3-6 seems to be, 
“Could the prophets all agree on the doom they foretold if 
God was not in agreement with (and actually the instigator of) 
their messages?” 

“No!” is the implied answer. Therefore, the people have 
every reason to listen and to heed the warning. 

God plays fair. He would do nothing in Israel without 
revealing the secret plan to his messengers—the prophets. 
Likewise, today he reveals his plans to people, some of whom 
are prophets. 

Is God “roaring” at the world today? What if many of the 
scary events happening at the moment, such as the ongoing 
economic crisis, act as God’s roar to warn this world? As he 
did with Israel, God wants his church—and the world at 
large—to hear and act. May he guide us to a wise and Christ-
like response! 

SONG: A Charge to Keep I Have; Make Me a Blessing 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, we so easily disconnect 

life in our world from your actions and purposes. Give us 
eyes to see your warning and ears to hear your roar. 

—Katharine E. Matchette 
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Tuesday 
September 4 Liberty and Justice for All 

BIBLE READING: Amos 5:4-11 
Amos wrote to a people that prospered financially. Only God 
and his prophets recognized a nation in peril. Currently, many 
have said that our nation’s “good times” have collapsed, and 
we hear a lot about “fairness.” Unfortunately, these messages 
come from the anger of the “have nots,” rather than from the 
people who have power to change things. 

At this time in Amos’s life, Israel has a chance for re-
demption if she heeds God’s call to seek him. God issues the 
same call to us; and like Israel, we face severe discipline if we 
do not seek the Lord and live lives of purity and justice. 

In verses 8-10, Amos paints a graphic picture of God’s 
almighty and creative power—and his power to destroy. Yah-
weh, the self-existent one, is his name. In effect, Amos is 
saying, You know who God is! Don't mess with him! Subse-
quent verses lay out specific indictments on the society of 
Israel. “You charge the poor unreasonable rent and demand a 
tribute!” (v. 11 NASB) God loves all humanity. We offend him 
deeply when we sin against our fellows by denying them 
justice. Because of these sins, the people will face financial 
ruin. This principle holds true today. 

God did not specifically call our government to reform, 
although it was needed. He called the people of Israel to clean 
up their acts in the way they dealt with renters, tenant farm-
ers, and the poor in general. In our world he calls us to live 
justly as well, and he grants us his Spirit to teach us how to 
live simply and fairly. 

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION; Father, show us how to seek 

you and clean up our acts—how to live in a way that pleases 
you. Help us to seek you in everything we do. 

—Katharine E. Matchette 
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Wednesday 
September 5 Seek What Is Good 

BIBLE READING: Amos 5:12-17 
God knows fully what takes place on planet earth, though it 
may be hard to believe when evil seems to go unchecked. Not 
one can hide anything from him. Amos continues by enumer-
ating what God knows: Israel causes grief to the righteous, 
demands bribes, and ignores the legal claims or needs of the 
poor. Today, even here in the United States, we find the be-
havior Amos describes present in our daily lives. 

Accepting bribes comes second on Amos’s list. Some-
times bribe-taking happens in informal ways, but reports 
constantly emerge about lobbyists in Washington, D.C., and 
sometimes in state capitals, giving gifts to those they hope to 
influence. These “gifts” function as bribes. The farther we 
wander from what Francis Schaeffer called “Christian consen-
sus,” the more rampant corruption can grow. 

In Israel, officials rendered judgment at the town gates. 
Often they brushed aside the rights of the poor. We wrestle 
with that dilemma today, with courts and business practices 
seeming to disregard the rights and needs of the poor. 

For Israel to survive, she must take individual and cor-
porate action. Amos calls the people then and today to seek 
good—the good that God shows us, the good that does not 
typically motivate our own legislators. Our daily routines can 
keep us so busy that we neglect to seek anything, which can 
bring evil by default. Amos shows us a better way. Seeking 
good and discarding evil lead us into God’s presence. 

God’s principles still hold true today. Can we look to 
him for righteousness and choose standards of honesty and 
justice? 

SONG: Breathe on Me, Breath of God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, give us eyes to see what 

is good and hearts to pursue it. 
—Katharine E. Matchette 
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Thursday 
September 6 Roll Out Justice 

BIBLE READING: Amos 5:18-27 
The people of Israel claimed to long for the day of the Lord. 
Israel saw that time as the day of God’s triumph and the cul-
mination of his work on earth. But they had forgotten one very 
important thing: the day of the Lord would begin with judg-
ment. They would face an “out of the frying pan and into the 
fire” type of situation. Amos compared it to fleeing a lion only 
to encounter a bear. Israel falsely assumed that she deserved 
God’s protection. 

Amos told them, “What you’re doing doesn’t impress 
the Lord. He wants more than ritual and the right words” (vv. 
21-24). God tells their worship teams to shut up! They have 
totally missed God’s desires. Ritual and worship take on 
meaning only when coming from people who practice justice 
and integrity—the central theme of Amos. 

Israel has a poor record of serving God. Even under 
Moses, the Israelites withheld offerings and carried along 
images of gods they made. 

Because Israel sinned continuously without repentance, 
her time was running out. “I will take you into exile,” the 
Lord (“whose name is the ‘God of hosts’”) told them (v. 27 
NRSV). The word hosts portrays God as a God of armies mak-
ing war on his enemies wherever he might find them. 

Where do I stand today? As believers, we may begin by 
examining our responsibility with our individual lives and 
with the church. Often justice eludes us, but living and acting 
justly—both inside and outside of our narrow sphere of influ-
ence—is the life to which God calls us. 

SONG: Where Justice Rolls Down 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, teach me to do justice 

and practice mercy in all my relationships and choices. 
—Katharine E. Matchette 
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Friday 
September 7 Injustice Costs! 

BIBLE READING: Amos 8:1-8 
God shows Amos a basket of summer fruit. Such fruit spoils 
quickly! God segued from the rapidly perishing fruit to Israel’s 
similar fate. The nation enjoyed prosperity and respect. 
Nevertheless, God knew that Israel would soon fall. Why? She 
tramples the needy and ruins the humble. In our world, peo-
ple appear to be prosperous or impoverished—the middle 
class is seemingly disappearing as the nation faces unafford-
able housing, expensive medical care, and less-than-adequate 
incomes. Amos shows what God thinks of such behavior. 

Israel worshiped in form only. The people waited  
eagerly for Sabbath to end so they could return to business. 
Merchants shrank their measure. We, too, see the size and 
weight of prepackaged foods shrink (do you think manu-
facturers hope we will not notice?). Debtors who could not 
pay became slaves. Farmers cleaned up their fields after har-
vest, leaving the poor nothing to glean. Wailing replaced 
songs and corpses quickly dotted the landscape. People could 
only remove the dead silently with no proper burial. 

Israel’s behavior disgusted God. God has wooed Israel, 
but she ignored him. He has disciplined her, but she paid no 
attention. God himself is the pride of Jacob. He swears by 
himself that he will not forget their behavior. God had sent his 
most powerful prophets to call the northern kingdom back to 
him. He showed the people his heart, broken for them (see the 
book of Hosea), but they would not listen. We can learn from 
Israel’s poor choices. Does God not call us to seek out ways of 
justice and compassion? As we do, we are in a place to receive 
his anointing and blessing rather than judgment. 

SONG: Just As I Am 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, show us the small 

changes we can make to live justly. 
—Katharine E. Matchette 
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Saturday 
September 8 Promise of Hope 

BIBLE READING: Amos 9:11-15 
Prophetic messages usually warned of judgment and called for 
repentance. But the prophets ended their writings on a note of 
hope. Like the individual prophets, God’s Word ends with 
hope. John wrote Revelation to offer hope to believers of his 
day. 

The Lord promises to revive David’s line through Jesus, 
the Messiah. Perhaps David’s tabernacle refers to re-
establishing his line in Messiah’s kingdom. Both Jewish and 
Gentile believers will unite under his rule. God promises to 
restore Israel and extend the nation’s boundaries. 

Verse 12 shows that Messiah’s kingdom embraces the 
entire world; it refers to “all the nations who are called by my 
name.” In that day, the people will dwell securely. Thus, they 
have the confidence they need to establish homes once more. 

Under Jesus’ reign, no one will dispute Israel’s right to 
her territory. At the same time, he will establish justice for all 
the earth and his bride will prosper. 

The apostle Paul referred to hope 80 times in his letters. 
Today we need hope desperately, hope that God makes avail-
able through Jesus. “Through [Jesus] we have obtained access 
to this grace in which we stand…And not only that, but we 
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because 
God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit that has been given to us” (Romans 5:2-5 NRSV). 

SONG: Instruments of Your Peace 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, you are the source of 

hope. Teach us to be instruments of hope for others. 
—Katharine E. Matchette 


