
Katherine E. Matchette 

Dennis and I live in Christmas Valley, Oregon. We attend the Christ-
mas Valley Community Church where I play organ-sounding music 
for Sunday morning services. On occasion I help with music or writ-
ing projects at Solid Rock Christian School. 

When I’m not writing for Fruit of the Vine, I write a general-interest 
column for Outback News, a local paper, and provide recipes to 
both Outback News and Desert Whispers, the Parks and Recreation 
newsletter. 

These meditations came out of my ongoing project of providing 
Bible study/devotionals for a friend. Moses’ life said so much to me 
that I decided to share it more widely. 
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Sunday 
June 19 God Will Make a Way 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 1:6-11; 2:1-10 
Did you ever need to escape something when logically it 
wasn’t possible? Israel did. The Israelites lived in Egypt. Fear-
ing revolt, Pharaoh put the Israelite males to forced labor. He 
also ordered midwives to kill all newborn boys, preventing 
further growth of the Israelite people. The people began to cry 
out to their God for relief. 

At this time, Jochabed and her husband, Amram had a 
baby boy. She resolved to save his life. Jochabed made a 
unique plan. She would set her baby adrift in the Nile and see 
what God would do. I’ve never been a mother, but I know how 
I would feel. I can only imagine the kind of faith it took for 
Jochabed to put her child adrift in a basket. But because Jocha-
bed showed great faith in God, she set in motion the events 
that would lead to Israel’s release.  

In 1 Corinthians 10:13 Paul relays God’s promise: “No 
testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. 
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your 
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out 
so that you may be able to endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13 
NRSV). God made a most unexpected way for Jochabed.  

I’ve seen the same thing in my own life. I remember 
facing a situation that led me to ask, “How do I deal with 
this?” A few minutes later the Lord pointed me to a Scripture 
that showed a similar situation and how a godly woman re-
sponded. God is still in the business of way-making. 

SONG: God Will Make a Way 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, when I am perplexed 

and boxed in, please show me the way out—and grant me the 
courage and faith to take it. 

—Katherine E. Matchette 
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Monday 
June 20 God Made a Way 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 2:5-10 
The first person to come by the floating basket was Pharaoh’s 
daughter who came to bathe in the Nile. She sent a maid after 
it. I suspect the basket wasn’t entirely silent, because when 
Pharaoh’s daughter opened it, she found a crying baby. She 
felt compassion for the child. 

The baby’s sister, Miriam, saw her opportunity. “Would 
you like me to find you a Hebrew wet nurse?” she asked. 
When the princess agreed, Miriam went to fetch her mother.  

Thus it was, the baby went home—legally this time. But 
now he had a secure future. Meantime Jochabed could im-
plant belief in God. As the princess’s child he would enjoy 
every advantage—including power when he reached adult-
hood. 

Pharaoh’s daughter named the baby Moses and he began 
a new life as an Egyptian prince. No doubt Jochabed recog-
nized God directing the events of Moses’ life. She could let 
him go, knowing he was in God’s hands, and trusting God to 
continue the good thing he had done and was doing for 
Moses. 

Usually we Americans find ourselves too busy to stop 
and see God’s hand in the events of our lives. But he has made 
us for a purpose. When we align ourselves to this purpose we 
find both meaning and happiness. When we “stop and smell 
the roses” it’s also a time to stop and still ourselves before the 
Godhead. Only then will we see him in the world around us 
and the events of our lives. 

SONG: How Great Thou Art 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, teach us to trust  

you—and to see your hand on the events of our lives. 
—Katherine E. Matchette 
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Tuesday 
June 21 Moses Gets in Trouble 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 2:11-21 
In spite of his Egyptian upbringing and education, Moses felt 
close kinship to his birth people. The adult Moses wanted to 
see how his people fared. He found an Egyptian beating one of 
his Hebrew brothers. Impulsively, he killed the Egyptian. But 
committing murder to relieve individual Hebrews would not 
solve their problems. 

When Pharaoh heard, he was ready to kill the traitor 
prince. Moses fled into the desert; his privileged life ended. 
But although Moses had started the wrong way, God intended 
him to deliver his people. First, Moses needed spiritual and 
emotional maturity. 

Resting by a well in Midian, Moses saw seven young 
women come to water their flocks—followed by other shep-
herds who tried to drive them away. Moses intervened. Thus, 
he won his welcome with the girls’ father, the “priest of 
Midian.” He stayed 40 years. God had brought Moses to the 
one place where he could learn more of the God of his people.  

Moses had to wait. Waiting comes hard to us, but God 
uses periods of waiting to develop us into the people he in-
tends us to be. We Americans have trouble with that—and 
with failure. But God uses failure and the waiting it often 
brings to strengthen, shape, and fit us for something better 
than we ever dreamed. I know I emerged from my failure as a 
teacher knowing that failing (for the first time in my life) was 
just what I needed to keep my spiritual and emotional bal-
ance. 

SONG: In the Hour of Trial 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, grant me the  

perseverance to work through the failure you know I need. 
—Katherine E. Matchette 
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Wednesday 
June 22 Interrupted! 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 3:6-16 
Moses married his host’s daughter and settled into his new 
life for the next 40 years. Then one day God accosted him in 
the desert. We all know the story of the burning bush he dis-
covered that day. 

Once God had Moses’ attention he came straight to the 
point: “I have seen my children Israel suffer. It’s time to take 
action.” Moses must have thought, Why tell me? I already 
tried and failed. That’s why I’m standing here in the middle of 
nowhere. God’s next line likely came straight from Moses’ 
nightmares. God said, “I’m sending you to deliver them.” 

“I can’t!” Moses protested. God had a very simple an-
swer, and one we should all expect when we think we can’t 
handle what we know he wants. “Certainly I’ll be with you.” 

Moses began to argue by asking God a series of ques-
tions. Finally he asked, “What shall I say your name is?” 
Likely Moses thought God would not reveal his holy name to 
a mere man.  

God gave Moses his name, Yahweh (self-existent or 
eternal). God exists in himself. By contrast, we exist because 
our parents conceived us. Unlike us, God has never not ex-
isted. 

Moses had to know who God was before he could obey. 
How well do we grasp God’s identity? In a highly mobile 
world where everyone is going somewhere—in a hurry—we 
too need waiting time. I’ve known deserts—both emotional 
and physical. Both have pointed me to God.  

SONG: How Firm a Foundation 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, we cannot win  

an argument with you. Teach us to recognize who you  
are—and to make that knowledge our own. 

—Katherine E. Matchette 
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Thursday 
June 23 Foiled Again 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 4:18-26 
God reassured Moses, telling him that all who had sought his 
life were now dead. Moses gave in and asked Jethro to let him 
leave. Jethro blessed Moses’ request and Moses packed up and 
placed his family on the back of a donkey.  

God told Moses that Pharaoh would refuse to release  
the Israelites, knowing this would help shield him from dis-
couragement later. As God had promised, Aaron came to meet 
him. They proceeded to Egypt and met with the Hebrew  
elders, then they went before Pharaoh. Moses and Aaron 
asked politely for leave to take all the people to worship in the 
wilderness. If they disobeyed, God would have every right to 
punish them. Were that to happen, Pharaoh would lose his 
workers. But from the beginning Pharaoh challenged God. 
God had warned Moses of this. Jesus gives us the same warn-
ing: “In this world you will have trouble, but…I have over-
come the world” (John 16:33b). 

Pharaoh now imposed worse working conditions—and 
demanded the same production. Rested people would rebel. 
God had warned Moses of this, but Moses forgot. From his 
standpoint he had failed again. “Why did you send me?” he 
asked God. “You haven’t done a thing to help your people.” 

God did not punish Moses, nor does he punish us  
when we turn to him in frustration. Instead he invites us to  
“… come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews  
4:16 KJV). 

SONG: Only Believe 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, remind us often,  

that you understand apparent failure. Keep us trusting you. 
—Katherine E. Matchette 
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Friday 
June 24 Battling Discouragement 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 6:1-12 
Moses knew he had failed. God had other ideas. In verses 2 to 
4 God revealed himself to Moses. Things looked dark, but God 
promised he would ultimately deliver his people.  

“Yahweh” translated says it all. God simply is. All the 
philosophy in the world cannot alter that fact. On this truth 
the universe finds its coherence. As we humans reject this 
simple truth we lose our coherence and sense of security. 

I find myself wondering if the present economic hard 
times foreshadow end times. But Jesus will return in triumph 
to claim the victory he won on the cross. Like Moses, our part 
is to trust and hang on. 

God sent Moses back to the abused Israelites with a 
message: He is indeed, Yahweh, the One who made covenants 
with their ancestors. Not only will God deliver them, he will 
take them as his people. Moses told this to the Israelites; but 
they did not listen.  

“Go back to Pharaoh,” God instructed Moses and Aaron. 
“Pharaoh won’t listen,” Moses protested. But God overrode 
Moses’ objections and sent him back. With God’s help, Moses 
pursued his mission doggedly. 

Moses employed what I sometimes call “sanctified bull-
headedness.” It’s a quality that stands Christians in good 
stead. Sometimes hanging on seems like it is futile, but it’s all 
we can do. God uses those times: “…the testing of your faith 
produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect re-
sult, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing” (James 1:3-4 NASB). 

SONG: He Is Able to Deliver Thee 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, grant me the stubborn-

ness to cling to you no matter what the circumstances. 
—Katherine E. Matchette 
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Saturday 
June 25 An Interceding Heart 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 32:31-35; 33:15 
Moses’ troubles did not end after the Red Sea. At Sinai, the 
waiting people invented themselves new gods. After dealing 
with that, Moses went back into God’s presence. “Don’t de-
stroy the whole people. Write me out of your book instead.” 

God did not accept such a request. Nations and indi-
viduals bear responsibility for their own choices. Only once 
has God accepted a proxy sacrifice—when Jesus, who knew 
no sin, offered himself on our behalf.  

God forgave the Israelites, but they suffered further 
discipline in the form of a plague. God promised to send his 
messenger before them, but they were simply too pigheaded 
for his immediate presence. Their obstinacy had brought them 
second best. How often do we think of that? We can put our-
selves, as well, in a position to receive only second best. 

Moses needed one more thing cleared up. He asked God, 
“Are you going with me or not? You’ve not told me who will 
go with me.” Notice he did not ask for an executive assistant 
or miraculous powers. Rather, Moses implored God to show 
Moses his ways. What a prayer! It’s well worth echoing. 

God promised Moses he would go with him, and Moses 
rested. And God has promised his believers, he will never 
leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). We too need to keep 
that promise fresh in our minds. 

SONG: If Jesus Goes with Me I’ll Go (Anywhere) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Teach me to value your  

presence as Moses did. 
—Katherine E. Matchette 


