
Katharine E. Matchette 

In this day of huge celebrities it seemed like a good time to high-
light biblical characters who served well, but without much fanfare. 
Likely Bezalel started my quest. He has always fascinated me. 

My husband Dennis and I continue to live in Christmas Valley, Ore-
gon. We enjoy all the desert “critters” and the good people we’ve 
met here. We especially enjoy the view from our place, which 
highlights God’s geological handiwork and reminds us that his high 
desert is beautiful. 



35 

Sunday 
January 24 Bezalel, A Man of Skill 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 31:1-7 
The book of Exodus goes into great detail about building the 
tabernacle. Bezalel, an almost unknown person, played a 
major part in its construction. We first meet Bezalel in Exodus 
31 when God told Moses he had called Bezalel by name. God 
knew the heart and abilities of this not-so-famous man, just as 
he knew the hearts of Israel’s “celebrity” leaders, Moses, 
Aaron, and Joshua. Unlike Moses, Bezalel apparently re-
sponded to God’s call without complaint. 

Bezalel would work on and oversee the construction of 
the tabernacle. We learn that God’s Spirit had given Bezalel 
the abilities he needed to take on the job. What God needed 
was a skillful contractor. He prepared Bezalel for this role. 

Throughout the remaining chapters of Exodus the writer 
recounts the work of building the tabernacle. Bezalel’s name 
appears frequently. 

I wonder why we so seldom hear about Bezalel or the 
gifts God granted to him. God gave Moses the covenant and 
tabernacle plans. But a covenant and plans meant nothing 
unless people carried them out. Bezalel and his gifts enabled 
Israel to obey God’s commands as he had given them. 

A covenant nation figured largely in God’s plan to re-
deem humanity. All that God did at this point helped build 
Israel as that nation. By his obedience Bezalel helped that 
begin to happen.  

Like many today, the Israelites needed visual cues to 
remind them of their identity and their God. Bezalel’s work 
provided that reminder. 

SONG: To the Work 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, all our abilities come  

as gifts from you. Help us to understand that we can use 
everything you have given us in your service. 

—Katharine E. Matchette 
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Monday 
January 25 Caleb, Godly Optimist 

BIBLE READING: Joshua 14:6-15 
When we first meet Caleb he is a spy (Numbers 13:6). Caleb 
agreed with the other spies when they reported a fruitful land. 
But its inhabitants frightened most of them. Caleb disagreed. 
“We can take it,” he said. But the people shouted him down.  

Where did Caleb find his confidence? He remembered 
that God had delivered them from Egypt, a world power. God 
had kept them safe in the desert. Their mishaps had all sprung 
from their own disobedience. Knowing all that, Caleb had no 
doubt that Israel could and would conquer. 

As a result of their cowardice, God sent the people to 
spend another 40 years in the wilderness. During that time all 
the adults except Caleb and Joshua would die. But God had 
promised Caleb the land “on which he had set his foot.” 

Today’s reading finds Caleb ready to cash in on that 
promise. Remember the man is 85 years old—one of the two 
oldest males of Israel. Caleb asked not for rolling farmland, 
but for the hill country he knew would offer great resistance 
to him and his forces. 

The task seemed impossible for an old man, but Caleb 
knew he could do it because God had promised him this land. 
In the years that followed, he conquered and settled the area 
around Hebron. 

Caleb never put himself “out to pasture,” as we say. His 
life reminds us not to give up on God’s promises or on our-
selves as able to claim them. 

SONG: Standing on the Promises 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, deliver us from sitting 

on the premises when you want us to be standing on the 
promises. 

—Katharine E. Matchette 
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Tuesday 
January 26 A “Great Woman” 

BIBLE READING: 2 Kings 4:8-17 
We never learn her name. But we know that this woman from 
Shunem was a great woman. The word rendered “great” car-
ries a sense of being noble—and aged. In this story we see 
evidence of her greatness. One day Elisha passed through and 
she invited him to dinner. Nowadays we don’t think of that as 
great. We live such private lives that we neglect hospitality. 
Nevertheless, the Bible teaches us to be hospitable—to all, 
whether we know them well, or even like them. The writer of 
Hebrews warns believers not to neglect hospitality for they 
might entertain “angels unaware.”  

Elisha accepted the woman’s invitation. Soon he made a 
habit of stopping every time he traveled that way. Seeing this, 
the woman went a step farther. She had a small room built on 
top of the house. Elisha could stay there at any time and come 
and go as he pleased. 

What made the woman great? By our standards she 
hadn’t accomplished much. She wasn’t an entertainer, athlete, 
great thinker, or power broker. Neither had she done her 
“duty” by producing a son for her husband. The “great 
woman” of Shunem showed her greatness in a way we would 
often like to forget. She shared what she had to help a man of 
God. 

In God’s economy greatness comes from unassuming 
service. Jesus made sure his disciples understood this: 
“Whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your 
servant” (Matthew 20:26 NASB). 

SONG: Give of Your Best to the Master 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, foster in my heart an 

attitude of service. 
—Katharine E. Matchette 



38 

Wednesday 
January 27 Joseph, Man of Loving Faith 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 1:17-22 
Poor Joseph! He was an engaged man. Imagine Joseph’s horror 
when he discovered that Mary was pregnant. At best this was 
a matter for divorce. He could not marry her, Joseph thought. 
But he did not want her to suffer. He decided to deal with the 
matter through a private divorce.  

Joseph’s plans showed he cared for Mary. That night he 
dreamed and God made sure Joseph remembered it. In a 
dream an angel told Joseph he should not fear making Mary 
his wife. True, she was pregnant, but the baby was from God, 
not another man.  

How would I react to such a dream? Likely my first 
thought would be, “That’s wishful thinking.” Joseph did 
better. He recognized that God sent the dream. Instead of 
divorcing Mary he set the wedding date forward. No doubt 
that wedding became a joyous affair for all concerned. Imag-
ine the relief of Mary’s parents! 

In doing this Joseph trusted God and acted against his 
better judgment. He would meet his wife’s needs and those of 
this child that was not his. 

After the baby’s birth, God warned Joseph of impending 
danger, and he took the family out of harm’s way. In so doing, 
he disrupted his own life. Joseph quietly risked everything in 
order to guard and protect Mary and the Messiah she bore in 
Bethlehem. We owe a great debt to Joseph for his loving and 
faithful care for Mary and Jesus.  

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father help me remember that 

trusting you and loving those you bring to us serves you 
honorably, just as more spectacular service does. 

—Katharine E. Matchette 
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Thursday 
January 28 

Centurion, Man of  
Perception and Faith 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 8:5-10 
Here we meet an unnamed man. We learn only that he was a 
commander in the Roman army of occupation. The centurion 
had a heart as well as a mind. The Jewish people, who hated 
Romans in general, told Jesus that the centurion “loves our 
people.” 

When the centurion sent his request Jesus said, “I’ll 
come with you.” The centurion stopped him. He knew that 
good Jews did not enter Gentile homes. What he said next 
astounded Jesus (and me today): “Don’t do that. All you have 
to do is speak the word and my servant will be healed.” As an 
army officer, the centurion understood authority. And he 
recognized that authority in Jesus. He knew that Jesus did not 
need to come to the servant to heal him. 

Jesus did as the man asked. Then said to his disciples: “I 
say to you, I have not seen such great faith with anyone in 
Israel” (Matthew 8:10 NASB). 

Jews saw the centurion as “the enemy.” Yet he recog-
nized what they could not. While the Jews questioned, he 
knew Jesus had supernatural authority. 

We trust Jesus for many things. But can we extend our 
faith to believe that God has the final word about the events in 
our world? Today we need the faith to remember that world 
events are in God’s hand. They will ultimately play out ac-
cording to his scenario. Can we remember to praise him for 
that and pray for those who struggle to lead us? God tells us to 
do that, and they surely need it. 

SONG: Faith Is the Victory 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, help us to remember 

how far your authority extends. Thank you for your power, 
wisdom, and love. 

—Katharine E. Matchette 
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Friday 
January 29 Barnabas, Facilitator 

BIBLE READING: Acts 9:26-27; 11:22-26 
We first meet when Barnabas had sold property and given all 
the proceeds to the fledgling church. One begins to under-
stand why his fellow believers gave him the nickname 
Barnabas, meaning “Son of Encouragement.”  

We don’t know what Barnabas did between that time 
and today’s reading. We meet Barnabas again after Saul (Paul) 
has come to Christ. When Saul returned to Jerusalem some-
time later, he frightened the believers. From what they had 
seen, they suspected he wanted to become a mole. 

Enter Barnabas: He had made Saul’s acquaintance and 
realized God had transformed him. Barnabas introduced Saul 
to the believers and vouched for him. Eventually the believers 
sent Saul home to Tarsus for his own safety. There Saul lan-
guished. Sometime later the news of Jesus and his way spread 
to Antioch. The Jerusalem church dispatched Barnabas to 
teach and disciple the new believers. Barnabas looked the 
situation over and decided the job was too much for one man. 
He headed to Tarsus to find Saul to help him. One wonders 
what might have happened to the Apostle Paul if Barnabas 
had not paved the way for him to minister.  

On Paul’s first missionary journey Barnabas and John 
Mark joined him. In Paul’s opinion, John Mark flunked out. 
But Barnabas continued to believe in his nephew, and took 
him as a fellow-missionary on a journey much like Paul’s. 

Barnabas never did anything spectacular. He simply 
believed in others whose accomplishments changed our 
world. How can we give the gift of encouragement today? 

SONG: I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go, Dear Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, teach me to believe in 

your power working in others—and to encourage them to 
follow you. 

—Katharine E. Matchette 
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Saturday 
January 30 Dorcas, Deeds of Kindness 

BIBLE READING: Acts 9:36-41 
Years ago I was visiting a friend who is an accomplished 
pianist. She and her mother showed me Robin’s wedding 
pictures. I knew her father was also a musician, so I asked 
Robin’s mother if she played any instrument. “I’m not tal-
ented,” she said. I had just seen pictures of the beautiful, 
elaborate wedding dress she had made. Obviously the mother 
had great talent. 

Today we meet another unspectacular heroine. Dorcas 
lived a busy and useful life. Acts 9:36 (NRS) tells us, “She was 
devoted to good works and acts of charity.” As we read far-
ther, we read that Dorcas often sewed garments for the needy 
in the church. She spent her time helping others in various 
ways. Then Dorcas died. Church leaders sent for Peter. 

“What will we ever do?” widows of the church wailed. 
They showed Peter the clothing Dorcas had made for them. 
Peter was no fashion expert, but he could see that these peo-
ple needed Dorcas. We know the rest of the story. Peter asked 
God to restore Dorcas, and God answered his prayer. 

Sometimes the best gifts are the ones no one notices at 
first. I’m glad it’s God’s job, not mine to decide who has best 
served him. But, I suspect that in heaven we’ll hear a lot about 
those quiet people who spent their lives sharing and loving 
constructively. 

SONG: We Give Thee but Thine Own 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, keep me ever mindful 

of true greatness as you see it. Help me to live unselfishly for 
you. 

—Katharine E. Matchette 


