
Steve Mann

Some of the ideas that I express in the devotions for this week stem 
from a sermon that I recently preached at Village Church Burbank in 
Burbank, California. For some reason, I simply cannot stop thinking 
about 2 Kings 5—6! As we walk through this passage, we will consider 
the world as seen through the eyes of Elisha, Naaman, and Gehazi, as 
well as a few other characters whose names are not shared in the text.

As you will see, I’m struck by the way in which these stories reveal 
truths concerning the kingdom of God. For more on this important 
and prevalent theme in Scripture, I recommend John Bright’s 1981 
book, The Kingdom of God. For even more application of this theme 
to our lives and ministries, see Kent Carlson and Mike Leuken’s 2013 
book, Renovation of the Church: What Happens When a Seeker Church 
Discovers Spiritual Formation.
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Sunday
June 4

The Kingdom of Heaven 
Belongs to Such as These

BIBLE READING: 2 Kings 5:1-3

“If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He 
would cure him of his leprosy.”

We might expect such a sentiment to be expressed concerning 
a family member, or at least a close family friend. But this state-
ment, expressed by a young girl who has been taken captive, 
is made in regard to one of her captors. More specifically, the 
man is a commander of the army that raided her home and 
has taken her from her family. It is amazing that this girl views 
Naaman not simply as her authority (“my lord”) but as some-
one who needs God’s healing. Moreover, she knows how he can 
be healed and does not keep this information to herself!

Another surprising element of the opening to this story 
is that Yahweh himself is credited with giving victory to Aram 
through Naaman (v. 1). This likely would have been consid-
ered scandalous to an Israelite audience, who might wonder 
why their God would help a foreign country (let alone one with 
whom they are struggling). But the God of Israel is the God of 
the whole world—and he loves the world.

This servant girl understands that God’s healing is not 
reserved for God’s people alone. This servant girl is not living 
in the kingdom of Aram nor the kingdom of Israel. She is living 
in the kingdom of God (see Matthew 19:13-14; Mark 10:13-16; 
Luke 18:15-17).

Are you?

SONG: Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I want to see people as you 

see them. Please help me to see my enemy as someone who 
needs your healing.

—Steve Mann
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Monday
June 5 Politics and Power

BIBLE READING: 2 Kings 5:4-8

As I write this devotion, we are approaching election day in the 
United States. Surely in these final weeks before the election I 
will hear numerous local and national candidates offer prom-
ises of what they will do if elected. Politicians often speak as if 
they have great authority, but at some point they must face the 
fact that their power is no match for the power of God.

Having received permission from his king to go to Israel 
to find healing, Naaman gives the king of Israel a letter from the 
king of Aram. He also brings a great deal of money, which in pol-
itics is a primary source of power. When the king of Israel reads 
the letter directing him to heal the Aramean commander of his 
affliction, he panics and accuses the king of Aram of trying to 
pick a fight (v. 7). This king is aware that he has no such healing 
power, and he also knows that strong nations sometimes look 
for flimsy excuses to go to war against smaller nations.

Elisha the prophet hears of this meeting and of the king’s 
response. He sends a message of his own to the king, instruct-
ing that Naaman be sent to him. Elisha does not work for a 
human government; he works for God. In Elisha’s eyes, this is 
what we might call a “teachable moment” (v. 8).

Are you trusting in political leaders to do things that only 
God can do?

SONG: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I confess those times that 

I have looked for help from human authorities rather than 
looking to you. I also pray for this hurting world, that it would 
see your love and respond to your call.

—Steve Mann
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Tuesday
June 6 Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit

BIBLE READING: 2 Kings 5:9-14

With great fanfare Naaman and his entourage arrive at the 
house of Elisha. To his surprise, the man of God does not per-
sonally greet him as an esteemed guest. Instead, a messenger 
comes and simply tells him to find healing by washing seven 
times in the Jordan River. Insulted, Naaman leaves and tells his 
hearers of the great religious performance that he had expected. 
Moreover, Naaman can think of two rivers of Damascus that are 
cleaner than the Jordan! Naaman wants to be healed, but on his 
own terms.

I’m struck by ways in which Naaman’s expectations are 
similar to those of many people today. In modern Western 
society, people expect a church to have good teaching, a strong 
youth program, a worship team, small groups, the list goes on. 
As religious consumers, people seem to understand that they 
need something, but they want it on their own terms. And they 
usually find the religious services that they seek. But will they 
find true healing?

Will we help people to understand the humility that 
comes with living as a follower of Christ? Or will we allow 
people to live on their own terms and simply give them reli-
gious experiences? It is easy to provide a worship service. It is 
much more difficult to make disciples.

After hearing Naaman’s speech, his servants agree that the 
solution seems too simple. However, they suggest that Naaman 
do what the man of God instructs. For the second time in the 
story, Naaman listens to those under his authority.

And as a result, Naaman is healed!

SONG: I’d Rather Have Jesus
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Holy Spirit, please help us to 

fulfill the Great Commission in God’s ways, not in our ways.

—Steve Mann
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Wednesday
June 7 Responding to God

BIBLE READING: 2 Kings 5:15-19a

Now that he has experienced Yahweh’s healing, Naaman is a 
new man. He returns to Elisha to give his testimony and to ex-
press his thanks (see also the thankful response of the Samaritan 
in Luke 17:11-19).

Naaman asks to express his thanks by means of a gift. 
Elisha refuses the gift, invoking the name of Yahweh as he calls 
himself God’s servant. Yahweh has no need for money; he al-
ready owns the heavens and the earth!

Now that Naaman knows that only Yahweh is God, he 
sees things that need to change in his life. So he asks for mater-
ials by which he can offer right sacrifices (worship) to Yahweh 
when he returns to Aram. Naaman then asks preemptively for 
forgiveness for every time he must bow down to his king’s false 
god. (He will only appear to worship Rimmon—in reality he 
will only worship Yahweh.) Despite the scandalous nature of 
the latter request (has Naaman not heard that Yahweh is a jeal-
ous God?), Elisha responds simply, “Go in peace.”

The conversation between Naaman and Elisha raises 
some questions, including: (1) When we experience God’s heal-
ing, do we quickly respond with gratitude? (2) Do we assume 
that God needs money in order to further his kingdom? (3) Do 
we allow other people the space to make changes in their lives 
as a response to God’s healing, or do we present these changes 
as prerequisites?

SONG: Wonderful Grace of Jesus
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I thank you for your 

faithfulness and your healing in my life. I ask for your 
guidance so that I can live for you in every situation that 
arises today.

—Steve Mann
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Thursday
June 8 Amazing Grace, at a Price?

BIBLE READING: 2 Kings 5:19b-27

Given the conclusion of yesterday’s passage, we might think 
that this episode is complete. But the servant of Elisha, Gehazi, 
thinks that Elisha has let Naaman (whom Gehazi calls “that 
Aramean”) off too lightly. Perhaps the reason for this is because 
Elisha has indeed let that Aramean off lightly! God’s grace is 
freely given; it cannot be obtained with money (see Acts 8:20). 
Furthermore, God does not desire offerings, but rather obedi-
ence (see 1 Samuel 15:22; Psalm 40:6-8; Matthew 9:13; 12:7). 
Yahweh’s grace is, in a word, amazing. And ironically, it is 
often religious leaders who misunderstand it.

Gehazi catches up with Naaman and makes up a story in 
which Elisha has (allegedly) changed his mind about accepting 
some of Naaman’s wealth. Gehazi’s request includes one talent 
of silver, which is a tithe of Naaman’s ten talents. Gehazi is fol-
lowing religious rules rather than the Spirit of God. After Elisha 
confronts Gehazi, the episode ends with a stunning reversal. 
The outsider (Naaman) finds healing, but the insider (Gehazi) 
ends up with Naaman’s ailment.

Do you view yourself as an outsider? If so, this passage 
invites you to follow Naaman’s lead and accept God’s gift. Or 
do you view yourself as an insider, someone who has dedicated 
your life to serving God? If so, this passage invites you to con-
sider ways in which you are acting like Gehazi. We might also 
remember that God’s amazing grace also extends to Gehazi. We 
are not told here of his repentance, but we do see that his min-
istry as Elisha’s servant continues (see 2 Kings 8:4-5).

SONG: Freely, Freely
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for your 

amazing grace! Help us to be your ambassadors to a world 
that needs your healing.

—Steve Mann
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Friday
June 9 Minor Miracles

BIBLE READING: 2 Kings 6:1-7

Last week, I accidentally left my USB drive plugged into 
a school computer. That drive contains a few class lectures, 
some student homework assignments I still need to grade, a 
final draft of an article to be published soon, and a project for 
a law firm. Five hours passed before I realized it was missing.

“Please, Lord, let it still be there,” I prayed softly.
Of all the stories in the books of Kings, today’s passage 

may be the one with which I personally identify the most. In 
tomorrow’s passage there will be a demonstration of God’s 
power on a grand scale with an ominous military threat, a hid-
den heavenly army, and a royal banquet. But before that story 
comes this brief tale of a clumsy prophet who loses a borrowed 
ax head. Many of the stories in the Bible have the potential to 
be made into an epic movie or television series, but this story is 
not one of them. This is the sort of moment that would end up 
on the cutting room floor.

And yet this story fits with my daily experience. In the 
Bible, God is someone who not only works with great kings 
and famous prophets, he also cares about the daily struggles of 
life for ordinary folk. Perhaps you can think of a time when you 
experienced a minor emergency, something that seemed like 
a big deal at the moment but in the long run probably would 
be forgotten. Incredibly, God cares about those moments. God 
meets us in those moments. God helps us in those moments.

My USB drive was still there! “Thank you, Jesus!” I 
whispered.

SONG: He Has Made Me Glad
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Jesus, for walking 

with me each day.

—Steve Mann
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Saturday
June 10 Open Our Eyes, Lord

BIBLE READING: 2 Kings 6:8-23

I imagine that movie producers might see great potential in this 
episode. Set in a time of war, the story contains a king who sus-
pects espionage, an army surrounding an entire city to capture 
just one holy man, and a hidden (yet present) heavenly army!

The story consists of two parts, each containing a prayer 
by Elisha for God to open someone’s eyes, first of his servant 
(v. 17) and then of Aramean soldiers (v. 20). God answers both 
prayers, and in doing so opens our eyes to the kingdom of God.

The servant panics upon seeing the hostile army sur-
rounding them. Elisha’s subsequent assurance is likely uncon-
vincing. Then Elisha prays, “O Yahweh, please open his eyes 
that he may see.” Only then does the servant see the heavenly 
army surrounding the human army!

Are you in a situation that looks hopeless? Having God 
with you means that there is no need to despair!

Elisha next offers his prayer on behalf of the Aramean sol-
diers, who (thanks to Elisha) are blinded and find themselves 
in Samaria. A modern screenwriter might have changed this 
part so that the confrontation of the two armies would have 
culminated in an epic battle. But here there is no battle, just a 
banquet. Elisha prays for these men and then tells the king of 
Israel to feed them rather than kill them.

In the kingdom of God, the enemy is not killed but rather 
is invited to a great banquet. Are we willing to invite our 
enemies to see God? Are we praying for God to open their eyes?

SONG: Open Our Eyes, Lord
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, please open my eyes to 

what you are doing today, and please open the eyes of those 
around me.

—Steve Mann


