
Steve Mann

Greetings to all the saints who are reading these devotions, to all those 
who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

This past year has been filled with incredible teaching opportunities for 
me. Last semester I was honored to teach at Westmont College in Santa 
Barbara, and this semester I am teaching an online class on the Psalms 
through William Jessup University. I also continue to teach at Azusa 
Pacific University as well as online through Barclay College in Kansas.

I recently had the privilege of teaching a class through Barclay College 
that investigated the Pauline epistles. Teaching on any subject is an 
excellent way to learn, and I found that my faith was strengthened 
as I explored these important letters. In particular, I was encouraged 
and challenged by Paul’s singular focus on the cross of Jesus Christ as 
the rule that guided how he lived out his faith. I hope and pray that 
this week’s study of Paul’s letter to the Philippians will encourage and 
challenge you as well!
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Sunday
April 10 Calling All Saints!

BIBLE READING: Philippians 1:1-11

Two weeks ago during his visit to Washington D.C., Pope 
Francis made Father Junipero Serra a saint. The ceremony 
made national headlines as a controversial event, because some 
groups protested that the eighteenth-century Franciscan friar 
had mistreated indigenous peoples and thus did not deserve to 
be called a saint. Throughout Christian history, the designation 
of “saint” has been reserved for a select group of individuals. 
Paul, however, directs his letters to “the saints” (NIV “holy 
ones”), which in Philippians describes “all of you” (v. 7). 

Using Paul’s mindset, a church is a gathering of the saints. 
The title “saint” might bring with it some pressure, and per-
haps this is why the NIV abandons the traditional translation 
of the Greek word (although “holy one” is a suitable substitute). 
Paul expresses his confidence that the saints at Philippi will 
not disappoint him. But Paul’s confidence is not in the saints; 
it is in Christ Jesus (see verse 6)! He does not call them saints 
because of anything they have done, but rather because of what 
Christ Jesus has done. Paul encourages them to live in a way 
that is true to their identity as saints. (For a similar argument, 
see Ephesians 5:8.) 

Paul then shares his prayer for the saints, that their love 
will continue to increase and that they will mature in their 
knowledge and insight. He prays that they will be able to dis-
cern how to best live for Christ in changing situations (see 
Romans 12:1-2). 

SONG: Rise Up, O Church of God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for the good 

work you began in me. Please help my church to discern how 
best to live as your holy people in this world, and please use 
me as you see fit.

—Steve Mann



18

Monday
April 11 A Gospel-Driven Life

BIBLE READING: Philippians 1:12-26

I don’t watch Christian television. I cringe at a portrayal of Chris-
tianity that only emphasizes prosperity. When Paul became a 
Christian, his life became increasingly difficult. Although he 
was once someone of power and privilege, Paul discovered 
the truth of Jesus’ words in Matthew 16:24-25. Following Jesus 
means accepting your own death sentence. Of course, this is 
indeed better than continuing to live for ourselves (a point Paul 
also makes in Philippians 1:21).

Paul writes this letter to let his readers know that his cur-
rent imprisonment has resulted in the spreading of the gospel. 
His suffering has resulted in more people hearing what Jesus 
did on the cross! Paul goes on to talk about people who preach 
Christ for their own selfish ambition, saying, “But what does it 
matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from 
false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this 
I rejoice” (v. 18). Paul displays a similar gospel-driven focus 
when he is ready to give up his freedoms and rights for the 
sake of sharing the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:1-23), and when he 
says that it is better to be cheated by other Christians rather 
than break unity and harm your testimony to the world (see 
1 Corinthians 6:7). 

I don’t watch Christian television. But lots of other people 
do, and thus people around the world are told that Jesus died 
on the cross for them. They may also be told that they should 
send money to the televangelist, but what does it matter? The 
gospel has been heard!

SONG: And Can It Be?
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I am amazed at your 

ability to bring good out of bad situations. Please use my life 
and my struggles as a testimony to others about your love.

—Steve Mann
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Tuesday
April 12 WDJD? (What Did Jesus Do?)

BIBLE READING: Philippians 1:27—2:11

In Charles M. Sheldon’s 1896 novel In His Steps, the characters 
of the story are challenged to ask the question, “What would 
Jesus do?” Nearly a century later, someone realized the market 
potential of the acronym WWJD. While WWJD is an appropriate 
question for any Christ-follower, Christians can’t agree on the 
answer. In any situation, some point to Jesus telling us to turn 
the other cheek (Matthew 5:39), while others think of Jesus 
overthrowing the tables of the money changers and driving 
everyone out with a whip (John 2:13-17). One of the challenges 
of a WWJD mentality is that even Jesus’ own family and friends 
were constantly surprised at what Jesus did!

Paul offers a mindset that focuses squarely on the humility 
of Jesus. Drawing on the suffering servant passages in Isaiah, 
Paul insists that the ministry of the suffering servant did not 
end with Jesus but involves the ministry of Christians as well. 
The question is not what Jesus would do, but rather how we can 
follow what Jesus did! Such a focus might result in the unity 
Paul seeks for his readers.

But this mindset is counter-intuitive. Our instinct is to 
fight for our rights; Jesus gave up his rights. Our instinct is to 
seek our own security; Jesus offered his life as a sacrifice. Jesus 
did not look to his own interests, but to those of the people who 
rejected him (including the religious and political leaders who 
orchestrated his death). And yet, Jesus’ inconceivable humility 
somehow resulted in the ultimate victory. Christians share in 
the victory, and it is our privilege to share in the suffering as 
well.

SONG: Freely, Freely
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, please help me to conduct 

myself in a manner worthy of the cross today.

—Steve Mann
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Wednesday
April 13 Working Out Your Own Salvation

BIBLE READING: Philippians 2:12-30

Last night I dreamed that I was a youth pastor; my subcon-
scious mind was accessing memories from nearly ten years ago. 
While those days don’t seem that long ago, whenever I see a 
former youth group student, the passage of time is obvious. My 
experience as a youth pastor helps me understand two aspects 
of today’s reading.

First, Paul wants his audience to “work out your [own] 
salvation with fear and trembling” (v. 12). (I have added the 
word own here to the NIV as this emphasis is present in the 
Greek.) Paul wants their salvation to be lived out, not merely 
a matter of belief but of action. He adds “with fear and trem-
bling,” which is similar to the language used in Isaiah 66:1-2 to 
describe the humble people to whom God responds with favor. 
Furthermore, Paul wants them to work out their own relation-
ship with God. By comparison, every so often as a youth pastor 
I would have the nagging feeling that my students were living 
out my faith and/or the faith of their parents. 

Second, and a bit paradoxically, Paul tells them that he is 
sending Epaphroditus (and hopefully Timothy) to help them. 
On the one hand, Paul wants them to work out their own salva-
tion. On the other hand, he knows that: (a) they need help, and 
(b) he can’t help them by himself. Such is the case with youth 
ministry, and such is life. We need to make our own decisions, 
and we need others to walk alongside with us.

SONG: Come, Christians, Join to Sing
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you that I don’t 

have to live out my faith alone. Please continue to send fellow 
Christians to encourage me in my own faith.

—Steve Mann
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Thursday
April 14

Rejoice and Beware: 
Counting Profit as Loss

BIBLE READING: Philippians 3:1-11

My mother belongs to a Bible study that goes by the name 
“Rejoyce.” This name fits with Paul’s reminder for the Philip-
pians to rejoice in the Lord (v. 1). 

Reminders such as these are good because Christians tend 
to lose focus. For Paul, the focus of Christianity is the cross of 
Jesus Christ (see also Galatians 6:11-18). Rejoicing in what Jesus 
did on the cross is the hallmark of the Christian faith. However, 
in Paul’s day and our own it is easier to view the Christian faith 
as a checklist of rules. This is true even (especially?) of rules 
that are found in Scripture, such as circumcision. Paul stands 
against those who are attempting to hijack Christianity away 
from rejoicing in Jesus and turn it into something that looks 
more like the legalistic religion of the Pharisees. In our day 
the issue is (probably) not circumcision, but there are a host 
of other rules that we are told we must follow. Beware of those 
who tell you that you must follow rules, any rules, in order to 
be a Christian!

Paul’s attitude toward following religious rules (or not) is 
a fascinating topic of study. Paul will follow rules, but only if it 
serves the purpose of sharing the gospel (e.g., see 1 Corinthians 
9:19-23). But Paul refuses to put any confidence in following 
rules. What is more, Paul counts anything that is profitable in 
his life to be a loss (and “garbage”) when compared with his 
relationship with Jesus. How very different is our Christianity. 

SONG: I’d Rather Have Jesus
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, please forgive me for the 

times I have trusted in religion rather than you. Help me to 
rejoice in your salvation and invite others to do the same.

—Steve Mann
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Friday
April 15 Pressing On

BIBLE READING: Philippians 3:12—4:7

Game four of the Major League Baseball World Series is tonight, 
and since my favorite team has been eliminated, I can simply 
enjoy watching the game. A few months ago the closing pitcher 
for my team said something that I find striking (pun intended). 
After blowing the save and losing the game, he said something 
like, “Some athletes are paid to remember things, but I mostly 
get paid to forget.” He knows that dwelling on a loss will not 
help him succeed, and that his team is depending on him to 
maintain his focus and press on.

Similarly, Paul wants his audience to forget what is be-
hind and strain toward what is ahead. Each day holds another 
opportunity (see Ephesians 5:16; Colossians 4:5). Of course, 
Paul knows that he himself hasn’t yet reached the goal (v. 12), 
but he doesn’t let this knowledge paralyze him. Paul is focused 
on living each new day as a testimony of the cross of Jesus 
Christ. 

Paul then singles out two women, Euodia and Syntyche, 
who “have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel” 
(v. 3). Paul wants these Christian leaders and the rest of the 
saints to maintain a mindset that is unified in the Lord. We are 
not told of the issue that had been causing disunity, and per-
haps this is because it doesn’t matter. What matters is to rejoice 
in the Lord, to pray constantly, and to maintain a mindset that 
focuses on what is ahead.

Have you been focused on past failures? If so, today is the 
day to let them go and press on!

SONG: Victory in Jesus
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for not dwelling 

on my failures. Please help me not to do so either.

—Steve Mann
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Saturday
April 16 The Secret of Being Content

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:8-23

As I prepare this devotion I have Johnny Cash’s rendition of “A 
Satisfied Mind” going through my head. The song was triggered 
in my mind upon reading Paul’s comment that he has learned 
to be content whatever the circumstances (v. 12). We might find 
it surprising that this comment appears at the end of Paul’s let-
ter; surely such a secret is worth sharing at the outset of the 
letter! But Paul doesn’t expand on it much here; it is almost a 
passing comment as he thanks the Philippians for their gener-
ous financial gifts (vv. 10-18).

Perhaps the reason why Paul does not expand much on 
the secret to being content in any and every situation is that he 
has been demonstrating such a mindset throughout his letter. 
Here Paul simply says that he can do “all this” (that is, whether 
he is hungry or well fed, or whether he is rich or poor) “through 
him who gives me strength” (v. 13). If Paul’s audience responds 
to his previous instructions to live with a Christ-like mindset, 
then they too will discover this secret. 

Philippians 4:13 is a popular verse among Christians. Per-
haps we think it means that we can accomplish what we like as 
long as we have God with us. But Paul’s point seems to be that 
when we live for Christ, whether we are rich or poor Christ will 
provide us with a satisfied mind. 

Paul ends his letter as he had begun it, by reminding his 
audience that they are “saints” (NIV “God’s people”) and bless-
ing them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

SONG: He Leadeth Me
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to live for you 

today. Thank you for walking with me!

—Steve Mann


