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Sunday 
June 21 Chosen to Be a Blessing 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 12:1-9 
I grew up as a church kid singing in the children’s choir. One 
song that has stuck with me all these years says that our lives 
are to be a blessing to the world. Our reading for today shows 
that this idea starts with God's relationship with Abram.  

It must have been difficult for Abram to leave. But when 
Yahweh told Abram to go, Abram went. Situated between 
Yahweh’s command and Abram’s response is a promise that is 
given with all the families of the earth in mind. Yahweh will 
bless Abram so that Abram will be a blessing to all the peo-
ples on earth. This task is potentially overwhelming, and per-
haps this is why God reassures him that Abram is not called 
to fulfill this mission alone. God says that he will protect him, 
and Abram responds by praising God. 

Later on in Scripture’s story we see that Jesus fits with 
God’s intention to bless the world. We also see that God’s call 
for his people to be a blessing is extended to those of us who 
are not Abram’s family by birth, but who are like branches 
that have been grafted in (Romans 11). God does not choose 
people for their own sake but for the sake of others. We are 
chosen for a mission so that all the people of the world can 
praise God as well. 

The call to be a blessing often involves leaving our own 
comfort zone. Will your life be a blessing to the world today? 

SONG: Make Me a Blessing 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for loving me. 

Please make me a blessing today so that others may see your 
love. 

—Steve Mann 
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Monday 
June 22 Falling Short 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 12:10-20 
Have you ever acted out of a fear of what people can do to you 
rather than out of your faith in God? Abram understands. 
When the agricultural economy fails, Abram and Sarai move 
to another land as immigrants. Abram is afraid that his wife’s 
beauty will lead to his downfall. One might wonder if Abram 
has forgotten God’s promise to protect him. Ironically, Abram 
views his marriage as a danger to his life when in fact it is 
through Abram and Sarai’s union that God intends to bless the 
world. In Egypt, the marriage God intends to bring blessing to 
the world instead brings suffering. The deception of Abram 
leads to pain for those in Pharaoh’s household. Throughout 
the Bible, God sides with “the least of these,” and especially 
with the orphan, widow, and immigrant (e.g., Deuteronomy 
10:18). He sides with these immigrants against Pharaoh in 
particular. We are not told how Pharaoh discovers the true 
relationship between Abram and Sarai, but his pained ques-
tion speaks volumes: “What have you done to me?”  

History shows that like Abram, Christians have often 
interacted with the world out of fear of human violence rather 
than out of faith in God. We work hard to preserve our lives, 
forgetting that our lives are in God's hands. We seem to forget 
that following Jesus means denying ourselves, laying down 
our lives, and walking with him. 

Have you placed your security in God’s hands, or are 
you trusting in your own strength? 

SONG: I Am Thine, O Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, please give me courage  

to live for you. Please use my life as a witness of your love to  
the world. 

—Steve Mann 
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Tuesday 
June 23 Loyalty in Action 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 14:14-24 
Although we have seen that Abram is not perfect, he does 
have his strengths. The apostle Paul will point to his faith 
(Romans 4:1-5) and James will point to his works (James 2:14-
24). Both of these may result from the fact that Abram is 
fiercely loyal. In this passage Abram displays his loyalty, first 
to Lot, and then to Yahweh. 

After Abram’s shenanigans in Egypt in chapter 12, one 
might wonder if Abram is a wimp. Yet when Abram learns 
that his nephew Lot has been kidnapped along with other in-
habitants of Sodom by four powerful kings (Genesis 14:8-13), 
he rushes out with a small army. Abram is a valiant warrior 
who defeats these powerful kings and rescues Lot along with 
the people of Sodom. We are never told what Lot has done to 
deserve Abram’s loyalty, and that might be due to the fact that 
Lot does not deserve it. 

After the victory, the king of Sodom comes out to thank 
Abram, along with a priest of God Most High named Mel-
chizedek. One might ask how there is a “priest” of God when 
only Abram knows Yahweh at this point. While the mystery 
of Melchizedek’s identity will endure, it is clear that Abram 
takes advantage of this opportunity to show that Yahweh is 
the Most High God! Moreover, he refuses any reward from the 
king of Sodom so that only Yahweh will receive the glory for 
Abram’s success. 

It is often tempting to accept congratulations for a job 
well done. Scripture encourages us to replace the language of 
congratulations with the act of praising God. 

SONG: To God Be the Glory 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, please make me  

someone who is fiercely loyal to you.  
—Steve Mann 
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Wednesday 
June 24 Believing God’s Word 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 15:1-6 
After Abram acts with loyalty (see yesterday’s reading), God 
affirms his loyalty to Abram. In a dream, Yahweh tells Abram 
not to be afraid, that he is Abram’s shield. There is ambiguity 
in the Hebrew wording as to what God tells Abram next; he 
either promises that Abram’s reward will be very great, or that 
he himself is Abram’s very great reward. In any case, Yahweh 
affirms the security of Abram’s future on the basis of Yah-
weh’s character. Perhaps God senses that Abram, after show-
ing great courage, now needs encouragement (compare with 
the way that Elijah’s great success is followed by a moment of 
despair in 1 Kings 18-19). 

Indeed, Abram’s initial response shows he may have 
some doubts, or at least is struggling with God’s methods. 
Abram asks Yahweh how secure his future can truly be when 
God has given him no children of his own. Perhaps Yahweh 
plans to continue Abram’s line by one of his servants? 

Yahweh responds to Abram with an object lesson. As 
every youth pastor knows, object lessons are an excellent way 
to get a point across. Yahweh takes Abram outside, shows him 
the stars, and tells him to start counting. At some point Yah-
weh interjects and says, “So shall your offspring be.”  

And Abram believes God. And God credits this belief as 
righteousness. The Hebrew word translated “righteousness”  
(ṣedaqah) is a practical and relational word. It involves living 
rightly in light of one with whom you have a relationship. 
Abram is right to believe Yahweh, even (especially?) when he 
does not yet see the results of God’s word. 

SONG: Be Thou My Vision 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to trust you  

today, even when I can’t see what you are doing. 
—Steve Mann 
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Thursday 
June 25 Advancing God’s Kingdom? 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 16:1-13 
It had been over a decade since God told Abram that he would 
make him into a great nation that would be a blessing. Even 
with God’s recent reminder, Sarai and Abram take matters 
into their own hands by seeking a child for Abram through 
Hagar, Sarai’s Egyptian servant. Such a practice was common 
at the time. Perhaps Sarai and Abram thought they were help-
ing Yahweh to fulfill his promise by using Hagar as a surro-
gate. But this was their plan, not God’s. The decision leads to 
strife in their family, suffering for Hagar, and eventually con-
flict for their descendants.  

This passage warns us against advancing the kingdom of 
God by human plans. In Scripture one of the keys to under-
standing the “kingdom of God” is that God is the King. His 
ways are not our ways! It is much better to follow what God is 
doing than to make our own plans. For example, see what Je-
sus says in John 5:19. Doing something for God on our own 
power sometimes means that we give God more messes to 
clean up. 

This brings us back to Hagar’s situation. While she is not 
a part of God’s plans, God doesn’t ignore her. In a stunning 
move, Yahweh issues a blessing to Hagar! God also names her 
son, who though unplanned is not unloved. Hagar then be-
comes the first theologian in the Bible when she names God as 
“El Roi,” which the NIV renders, “the God who sees me.” 

Are you making plans for God’s kingdom? Have you 
asked him about them? 

SONG: Be Still and Know 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Lord, please guard my 

mind against devising my own plans. Please reign as King  
in my life. 

—Steve Mann 
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Friday 
June 26 How to Pray for Your Neighbor 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 18:17-33 
I love movies, and have noticed that a recent trend among 
moviegoers is a fascination with prequels. In watching a pre-
quel, the audience already knows the resolution of the larger 
story. We don’t watch a prequel to see what happens; we want 
to see how it happens. The prequel offers greater insight about 
the story and especially of the characters’ motivations, strug-
gles, and viewpoints. 

Today’s passage is the prequel to the story of God de-
stroying Sodom and Gomorrah. Without this passage we might 
assume that the story is only about the wrath of God. This pre-
quel reveals this to be a story about a loving God who is reluc-
tant to bring wrath. Indeed, the Old Testament tells us that 
Yahweh is the God of love! This passage also portrays Abra-
ham as someone who knows how to pray for his neighbors, 
even those who do not deserve his intercession.  

In this passage God is going down to see if the sin of 
Sodom, which is violence, matches the “outcry” that has 
reached him. Since he has chosen to work with Abraham to 
bless the world, God initiates this conversation. Abraham re-
sponds by interceding for Sodom, praying boldly and in accor-
dance with what he knows about God’s character. Abraham is 
acting as a blessing to the nations.  

This offers us insight into our own calling as God’s peo-
ple. Like Abraham, we live in a violent world. It is the world 
God loves and wants to save! This story challenges us to pray 
for the rapists and murderers in our world with the vigor that 
Abraham prayed for those in his. 

SONG: Freely, Freely 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, please give me your  

heart for the lost. 
—Steve Mann 
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Saturday 
June 27 Good News 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 20:1-7 
This week we have walked with Abraham and have found 
that in many ways he is like us. We have seen that through 
God’s grace Abraham is chosen to be a blessing to the world, 
and it is through God’s faithfulness that he will bring this 
about. As Christians we affirm that this story extends through 
Scripture and has its climax in the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. We trust that the story continues until Christ returns 
and the full resolution is reached. It is this story through 
which we can understand our own story. 

The passage for today offers us a chance to reflect on 
God’s intervention. Once again Abraham and Sarah deceive a 
foreign king concerning their marital relationship, and once 
again this leads to suffering. But this time God warns the king 
about Abraham’s treachery. In an ironic twist, God tells Abi-
melek to seek prayer from the very man who has brought 
about this trouble. “He is a prophet,” says God, “and he will 
pray for you and you will live.” God has seen Abraham inter-
cede for those who are facing God’s wrath, and he puts this 
gift to work. God doesn’t stop Abraham and Sarah from mak-
ing the same mistake twice, but he does intervene before the 
poor decision yields destruction. In moments like these we 
might understand why God will still test Abraham (see Gene-
sis 22:1-19, esp. v. 12). But we also see that God will not give 
up on blessing the world through Abraham and Sarah. And 
that is good news! 

SONG: I Know Whom I Have Believed 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, for not giving 

up on us. Please make me the person you want me to be. 
—Steve Mann 


