
Bonnie Lopez 

At the time of this writing (spring) I suspect the highlight of my year 
will be the tour my husband and I took in March to Israel for two 
weeks, with a side trip to Petra in Jordan. We were with a group of 
over 800 divided into 18 motor coach buses. Each bus had a Bible 
professor on board as well as an Israeli guide. I’m told that Israel 
has the longest guide school in the world—two years! When our 
guide was in guide school, he was recruited to help with some of the 
excavations of historical sites. While we were at some of the sites, 
he found several items—a widow’s mite at one, and a part of a pot 
or vase handle at another. He had trained eyes to see what we 
would have missed. 

My inner eyes are better trained now as a result of standing in 
places where real people experienced real situations, which I’ve 
read about for years in Scripture. The Israelis can hardly sink a 
shovel into the ground to build a road or a building without uncover-
ing yet more revealing finds. So much spiritual and physical history 
exists in this one small land and, according to Scripture, there is 
more to come! My prayer is that the Lord opens your inner ears and 
eyes daily in order to hear and see what he intends. In your life, 
too, there is more to come. 

In the photo, my husband and I are about to cross over from Israel 
into Jordan to visit Petra. 
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Sunday 
October 12 Words 

BIBLE READING: John 1:1, 14; 6:63 
Being a “word person” I think about the literal meaning of 
individual words as well as the complete thoughts expressed 
and, of course, the intent. For me personally, there are few 
things that satisfy more than the pictures words can paint. My 
heart is touched in depth through excellent and effective 
communication. I grant you that words are the smaller part of 
total communication, which also includes voice tone, body 
language, etc. However, if you strip away the visual and audi-
tory parts of communication and just look at words on a page, 
the power that is there to motivate, inspire, chastise, or teach 
can wield lifelong effects. Far more so with the words of our 
Lord. 

“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God….” (John 1:1) I never tire of the 
subject of words, especially his. (Although I do tire of too 
many words and empty words.) His words on a page, or hear-
ing them, train and grow lives because there is life in them 
(John 6:63). Like man’s body received God’s life-breath at 
creation, we receive God-breathed life from the words of 
Scripture. And Scripture tells us that there is life in our words 
also, as well as death (Proverbs 18:21). So we are wise to 
practice our words and repeat words from God that are eter-
nal, so that we may remain vitally connected to him and 
reflect the great glory of THE Word. 

SONG: Ancient Words 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, set a guard over my 

mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips (Psalm 141:3). 
May your words and intent flow from my mouth. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Monday 
October 13 Connections, Part 1 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians12:12-27 
Early wounding can create a lifelong disconnect, especially 
with regular reinforcement along the way. But there is One 
who destroyed the chains of disconnection. Does this mean 
connectedness will come more easily when one has received, 
and accepted as truth, the destruction of those chains? Maybe. 
But if not, so what? Isn’t connection still worth the discipline 
of exercising? (Yes, it is a discipline.) Disconnection is a 
lonely and deadly road. We are more prone to error and de-
ception when we cut ourselves off, and God is able to keep us 
in times when we are involuntarily cut off. 

I’ve certainly met many wounded and disconnected 
folks, and many of them I’ve met in church. Some of the folks 
around us may be trying or hoping to connect within the 
church context and they don’t know how. They’re damaged, 
and they may not look it. Maybe it’s even you or me. 

If you’re meaningfully connected, thank God. But if not, 
God is Jehovah-Jireh our provider. Connection is his idea 
(Genesis 2:18; Psalm 68:6; 1 Corinthians 12:20-22; Psalm 
133:1-3—and many more). However, sometimes we must 
recognize that his thoughts, ways, and timing don’t necessar-
ily fit our desires, but rather he conforms our desires to fit his, 
and that takes time—more if we aren’t pliable. Who is around 
you? Can you embrace the connections the Lord brings into 
your life? Will you? 

SONG: Be Glorified 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Gracious Lord, help me not to 

overlook the people you bring into my life, but grant discern-
ment regarding them. Thank you for the many blessings you 
bring through people up close as well as peripherally. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Tuesday 
October 14 Connections, Part 2 

BIBLE READING: Philippians 2:1-5; 1 Samuel 18:1-4 
At least four things stand in the way of the connections we 
desire with people in this life: 1) Fear of what others might 
think if they really knew us. 2) We only see in part (I Cor. 
13:9). Personality and circumstances often distract and cause 
us not to notice or appreciate particular people. In Scripture 
Zaccheus, Bartimaeus, and little children, among others, were 
trivialized—but not by Jesus. 3) Some people are shy or pri-
vate, lack people skills, or do not desire to be known. 4) 
Sometimes connections require time, because we are in need 
of the kind of patience gained over years in order to appreci-
ate the connections God gives, rather than yearning for those 
he doesn’t. God knows us better than we know ourselves. 

Who is a passing ship in the night and who is here to 
stay? Appropriately, there are different arenas and levels for 
relationships. We do, after all, experience limitations of time, 
distance, capabilities, and circumstances on this earth. And 
all of them change from time to time. David and Jonathan 
enjoyed an exemplary depth of commitment and loyalty in 
their friendship, but it was only for a season, ending in Jona-
than’s death. 

What does God desire in our connections? Truth, even 
though it may sometimes hurt (Hebrews 4:12-13); the ability 
to be transparent (2 Samuel 12:13), and compassion (best 
exemplified by Jesus Christ as he healed, forgave, and restored 
individuals), among other qualities. 

SONG: They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, help me to glorify you 

in my connections. May your Spirit flow through me unhin-
dered to others. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Wednesday 
October 15 Flypaper Sins 

BIBLE READING: Romans 8 
When I was a small child I lived in Alabama. I remember 
places like my pediatrician’s office where flypaper would 
hang from the overhead fan pulls. Flies were plentiful in 
open-windowed places where air conditioning didn’t exist. 
I’ve noticed that sin is plentiful like flies and sticks like flypa-
per to our fallen natures. Isn’t it true sometimes that when we 
are convicted about an area of our lives that we have an even 
harder time laying down the fly paper? One hand can’t grab it 
from the other without transferring the sticky thing back and 
forth. 

Oil is effective in releasing the bond of some sticky 
things, although I haven’t tried it with flypaper. (Does it still 
exist?) Interestingly, Scripture often symbolizes the Holy 
Spirit with oil. The Lord made a provision for us by sending 
the Comforter to reside within us, to teach us, to assure and 
nudge us, to groan over our burdens. And what a provision he 
is! Because of the oil of the Holy Spirit, we are able to be 
released from flypaper sins when we find ourselves stuck. 

The topic of sin is never far from my thinking, because it 
is a humbling reminder of my constant need of grace. Sin is a 
constant to be dealt with in a fallen world, and it necessitates 
and reveals God’s always-available grace. 

SONG: Grace Greater Than Our Sin 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, sin is a grief—in myself 

and in the world around me. Thank you for washing me 
clean, for giving me hope, and for your grace for this day. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Thursday 
October 16 Sin and Redemption 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 1:19-23 
“And the Christian has not only many enemies without, but 
multitudes within his own breast, that he carries about with 
him, and from which he cannot get free…many corruptions 
that still hold their footing in his heart are the worst enemies 
that grace has…The Christian, while he remains in this world, 
is represented as being in a state of warfare, and his business 
is that of the soldier…whose great duty it is to fight manfully 
the good fight of faith.” Jonathan Edwards 

I think about sin because I know my heart. Yet reluc-
tantly I broach the subject with an audience that I think of as 
above it (but I know better). Church and “Friends” are made 
up of nice, clean folks—along with those who have had chil-
dren taken away, and who have committed adultery, and who 
have criminal pasts. But some of the latter group are the most 
redeemed people I know! Some folks walk in a purity that is 
so true it belies their past. Others look less saintly; neverthe-
less, the hand of God is evident in their lives. The cross is 
sufficient for all who respond, for all time. 

I think about redemption because I have an enemy who 
would distract me from it. Redemption is God’s gift of grace—
he wanted me whether anyone else did or not. He wasn’t 
repulsed by anything about me because he has the power to 
clean me up, every day until I see him face to face. 

SONG: Battle Hymn of the Republic 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: There is a war, Lord, that you 

have won, but an enemy remains. Thank you that your grace 
and power are sufficient for me. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Friday 
October 17 ‘Potential’ Versus God’s Best 

BIBLE READING: Luke 10:38-42; Matthew 11:28-30 
When considering the word “potential” we must consider 
whether it is from the standpoint of God or man, because 
therein may lie a great difference. From God, it implies unde-
veloped resources and abilities, similar to the yields of the 
earth which are mined, like diamonds and gold. From man, it 
often implies an ability or willingness that is perceived in us 
to jump through hoops that are held by others. Just because 
we are “able to” doesn’t necessarily mean we “ought to,” or 
that we are fulfilling God’s best in our lives by concentrating 
too much effort in seemingly good directions. But, oh the 
pressure of others’ desires, and even the pressure from their 
acknowledgements of our capabilities! Sometimes we become 
enslaved to living up to our “potential.” And then we lament 
our weariness. 

Instead, what will please my Lord in a given situation? If 
I please him and feel his pleasure in doing so—even when it 
hurts—then I experience pleasure as well. There is that deep 
sense of alignment with him. There may be a task or an oppor-
tunity that calls my name, but whose voice is calling? God 
will call forth his resources within me when he desires them, 
and when I live in his rhythm, I don’t feel pressed. Like Mary, 
I can choose the better part. His yoke is easy compared to the 
world’s! 

SONG: ’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, please give me wisdom to 

expend my energies and abilities in directions that please you 
foremost, while not neglecting what is good and right toward 
my fellow man. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Saturday 
October 18 The Promised Land 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
This year as I’ve read through the Bible, I’ve determined to 
keep a list of all mentions of Israel and its land, its borders, 
God’s promises, etc. It’s stunning, really, and God doesn’t 
forget. 

In March my husband and I went on a two-week tour of 
the Holy Land. I wondered, “What is it about this land that 
the Lord so loves?” Personally, I’m not a fan of desert and 
rocks. I like trees and lots of grass. Nevertheless, I saw and 
heard the Word in the context of where events happened, and 
this has drawn me deeper in my understanding of the Word, 
and thereby closer to the Lord. I still prefer grass and trees, 
but I have a definite connection there now. 

God didn’t call his people to a cushy land, but a land 
that would be his instrument to teach them hardship and 
trust. After seeing some of the high places where the Israelites 
prostituted themselves in idol worship, and one in particular 
where children were sacrificed into the Mouth of Hades (aka 
Grotto of Pan), my heart “felt” the heart of God when I read 
how he wanted to rid their land of predators, and that he 
would protect them from enemies so they could sleep peace-
fully at night. He wanted to give them every good and perfect 
gift; he wanted to be their God. I wept with a new and per-
sonal grief. 

God chose a people and a land. His Son was born there, 
he died there, he rose from the grave there; he will return 
there. 

SONG: Beulah Land 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord God, I want your peace 

and protection. Help me to stay close to you. 
—Bonnie Lopez 


