
Bonnie Lopez 

My husband and I continue to enjoy our grandchildren and our 
church (Northwest Friends in Arvada, Colorado), and I still have the 
privilege of serving at Evangelical Friends Mission (EFM). 

My husband has been working on a house for the past four years, 
which (Lord willing) will be finished by the time this is published. 
It’s been a labor of love. 
Five mornings a week, I 
babysit for one two-
year-old granddaughter, 
and I work at EFM four 
afternoons. Our three-
year-old granddaughter 
and her eleven-month-
old sister visit on 
Wednesdays; the three-
year-old spends the 
night every Saturday and 
attends church with us 
the following morning. I 
love my schedule and 
count myself blessed 
and privileged to have 
these grandchildren 
close by. What a gift to 
have the time and 
position to speak into 
their little lives! 

The framework around this series is twofold: (1) the lenses we look 
through, the pictures we see; and (2) the burden I feel for my 
country, the church, and these unique times we are living in. My 
prayer is that your heart will be the Lord’s that he may move us to 
fervent prayer. 
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Sunday 
November 25 A Picture of the Trinity 

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 1:21-22; John 15:26 
Early Easter morning in 2011, I saw a fitting sight while walk-
ing the dogs around a small lake nearby—three white peli-
cans. Every year they come intermittently for a several week 
period, and then I don’t see them again for another year. Some 
years there is only one.  

As I walked the periphery of the lake, they swam the 
edge as well. Being large, strong birds, they cover quite a span 
of water with each push of their feet beneath the water’s sur-
face; and visually they move in what seems like slow motion, 
almost like a ballet. They swam in perfect unison, they dipped 
their heads and necks in perfect unison, and they raised them 
up again in perfect unison. I witnessed this for probably 20 
minutes before I had to depart. It was a beautiful picture of the 
Trinity, I thought—pristine white and moving as one. No one 
else was present. It was God’s personal Easter gift to me! 
Something personal—whether from God’s Word, life circum-
stances, or from his creation—is yet another evidence of his 
continual communication with us. 

The Trinity is a difficult concept for the finite mind to 
grasp. Today’s Scriptures depict him threefold. The pelicans 
in perfect unison gives me a good picture of three completely 
separate entities joined within—in heart, thought, and will; 
having autonomy but complete and content; enjoying, defer-
ring to, and inspiring one another; so filled with love and 
perfection that it overflows into everything they do and create. 

SONG: Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, that amid the 

dailiness of life and sometimes frantic schedules, you reach 
out to my heart and gently communicate yourself. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Monday 
November 26 Picturing How We Fit 

BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 2:5 
Silver dangles, shining bright. Earring loops catch the light—
and my eye. I sit further back in the sanctuary than my pas-
tor’s wife, and I see a new angle of her earrings. I’ve seen them 
up close and from a front view many times. But this time I 
notice them in the crowd as light from the windows finds the 
jewelry and plays upon their movement. Interesting how 
seeing something familiar from a new angle can surprise us, 
delight us, or even enlighten us—especially when it’s a new 
angle on a person. 

How much do we really know each other? How much do 
we know about the character of those in the news? People are 
a complicated mix of personality and character, having been 
shaped by many influences to one degree or another. Both the 
media and we as individuals have a hand in the way that 
people are represented to others. 

While we strive to respond in Christian grace to one 
another, we still form opinions, even judgments. We are 
taught to exercise discernment, but we operate in partial 
knowledge (1 Corinthians 13:12), hence the need for grace. 
Isn’t it an occasion for deeper understanding when we learn 
something new about another person, especially someone 
difficult or “unlovely”? Often they become more human to us 
and our compassion is aroused. Like living stones, believers 
are being built up into a holy temple. We can’t be built to-
gether unless we are together, warts and all. 

SONG: We Are One in the Spirit 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, for the  

endless variety in people. Thank you for opportunities  
to be well-formed with each other. Inspire us to show  
the same grace to others that you show to us. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Tuesday 
November 27 A Bigger Picture 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 51 
Pictures focus on a subject. Graduation or wedding pictures 
usually have a beautiful backdrop with subjects in flattering 
light and poses. How about travel ads? They can be breath-
taking. Pictures often make me long for what I see in them, 
something they are designed to do. But occasionally I’ve been 
in a location that I’ve seen in an ad, only to find that the pic-
ture doesn’t represent the locale in a balanced way. Hawaii is 
thought of and presented as a “paradise.” The only Hawaiian 
island I’ve been to is Oahu which is not necessarily known to 
be the crown jewel of the islands. Certainly I witnessed pock-
ets of beauty on Oahu, but I found Honolulu itself to be con-
gested and a little dirty. I was surprised. 

When a picture is taken of me, it frames only a portion 
of the circumstances happening around me. The picture repre-
sents what I or the photographer want to portray to others. 
That portion may not tell enough of the story. We’re all differ-
ent—some like to focus on a specific detail and some like the 
bigger picture. Personally I like both, but I appreciate the 
details more when I know about the greater context surround-
ing them. We are all “pictures” to one another, and we easily 
portray what we want others to see. There’s nothing wrong 
with projecting our best, as long as we don’t ignore what isn’t 
seen, because often others see more than we project. 

SONG: Create in Me a Clean Heart 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, your eyes see all of 

me—the best and the worst. Help me to keep my eyes on you, 
and please give others eyes to see past me to you. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Wednesday 
November 28 Picture This 

BIBLE READING: Proverbs 3:5-6 
If Scripture doesn’t play out the way the way we think it 
should, might we be among those whose faith is shaken? 
Jesus’ crucifixion caused the disciples to become confused, 
disheartened, perhaps even despairing. They thought the 
Messiah had come. They thought he would establish his king-
dom (which he did—in the hearts of people). The Scripture 
they grew up with and the words they heard Jesus speak 
didn’t unfold in the way they expected. 

For all its chaos, the world has become globally con-
nected, setting the stage for—what? Or whom? Due to elec-
tronic technology, information availability has increased 
exponentially, and the speed with which it is disseminated 
(and hacked into) is a marvel. Information circulates faster 
than filters can sift. This influences elections, brings down 
political regimes, and affects militaries—including ours. Will 
we live to see things come about that we think are reserved 
only for others, prophetically speaking? Events may occur that 
do not line up with our understanding of Scripture. As we 
become privy to more information and knowledge, let us all 
the more fill up with intimate knowledge of our God. 

We are commanded to “trust in the Lord, and lean not 
on our own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). Though increas-
ingly overshadowed in our darkened minds by today’s current 
and vast knowledge, God is not diminished; he is unchanging, 
sovereign, and personal. Our charge is to remain faithful. 

SONG: You Have Been Good, You Have Been Faithful 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord God, we are but a minute 

part of a bigger picture. Grant us more love, more courage; 
may we be found faithful. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Thursday 
November 29 

What’s Wrong with  
This Picture? (Part 1) 

BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 4:17 
Sin isn’t new. All sins, I’m sure, are represented in our midst, 
as none of us has attained perfection. But falling into sin is 
different than practicing sin, and the immorality I see within 
the church is the latter. 

While it is good to love the sinner and hate the sin, 
where does accountability fit? Doesn’t love for the sinner 
include speaking the truth in love as the Spirit leads? People 
who sit in our midst are living together outside of marriage. 
There is no shame when I ask, “Where are you living now?” 
and they answer, “At my girlfriend’s.” I am pierced by the 
words in Colossians 3:6: “Because of these things the wrath of 
God will come,” (NASB). “Things” refers to the previous 
verses which name immorality, impurity, and lust—albeit in 
reference to unbelievers. However, those of us in the body of 
Christ are supposed to be different from the world; judgment 
begins with the house of God. 

If they need to know the truth, we need to teach them. If 
they come to hate their sin, we need to encourage them in 
God’s ways. Do we want them to be in the church just as they 
are, exposed to the cleansing Word of God? Of course we do. 
Do we want preachers who breathe hellfire and brimstone 
from the pulpit? Most of us probably don’t. But do we shrink 
back and leave it up to the pastor’s sermons and prayer alone 
while possibly sidestepping a personal responsibility some-
where in the mix? 

SONG: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord God, help me to know 

when you call me to a responsibility—and when you don’t. 
And then help me discern the balance of truth and grace. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Friday 
November 30 

What’s Wrong with  
This Picture? (Part 2) 

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 2:22-36 
The fine line is blurred between unnecessarily rejecting peo-
ple and tolerating sin in the church. From fear of making a 
mistake, do we do nothing? The oft-quoted “If my peo-
ple…” (2 Chronicles 7:14) clearly addresses our individual 
and collective sins. It describes a heartfelt grief for both. Do 
we have that? Are we searching our hearts before praying such 
a prayer? Are we deeply repentant? If so, we are qualified to 
speak to another, but only as the Lord opens the way. 

My country is in decline. And what appears to be the 
church at large (with exceptions) is also in decline. Numbers 
are deceiving and sin’s thriving, unfortunately. I am deeply 
grieved. Many are soft on others’ sins as well as their own.  

Scripture gives examples—and they are not pretty pic-
tures—of those who were soft on sin and reaped the conse-
quences. Eli comes to mind: a godly man—a priest—whose 
two sons were also priests but of a different ilk. Eli met a sad 
end because he overlooked their sin. He disliked what his 
sons were doing, and I believe he was grieved, but he took no 
action to honor the holiness of God. He held several positions 
qualifying him to take action: elder, priest (with seniority), 
and father—all positions of authority in Jewish tradition. 
Today many inside and outside of the church exalt tolerance 
above holiness, and holiness is on the wane. Lord, revive us! 

SONG: Holy Is the Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help us not to crush  

spirits, but to live in such a way as to set a clear standard. 
Reignite the fire for holiness in the hearts of your people. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Saturday 
December 1 A Picture of Peace 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 26:3-4 
There is so much suffering. On one hand, God hasn’t spared 
his own from physical suffering. In fact, he said that in this 
world we would have tribulation (John 16:33). On the other 
hand, the inner person cannot be harmed—if that inner per-
son has cultivated trust in him. (Not all Christians have prac-
ticed a trusting relationship with God.) 

Many persecuted Christians around the world live with 
fear and peace daily. I have no doubt that our loving God 
delivers even those who are fearful or haven’t cultivated a 
trusting awareness of his presence. But those who do cultivate 
that trusting awareness can experience a continuous transfer-
ence of the peace that Jesus lived every day. Christ displayed 
this peace when he said, “No one takes my life from me, but I 
lay it down of my own accord” (John 10:18). I’m sure he must 
have felt great dread as he perspired great drops of blood, 
asking his Father if there were another way. But Jesus lived 
out his own admonition to the disciples: rising and praying, 
spending time with his Father so that he might not enter into 
temptation, yielding to and reaffirming his course and pur-
pose. 

I am wise to do the same to minimize fear in my life and 
to function in the perfect peace of God. 

SONG: I’ve Got Peace Like a River 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, you are faithful even 

when we are lax or fearful. Thank you for working in us to 
want to do your will; your perfect peace is ours when we 
yield. So great a love! 

—Bonnie Lopez 


