
Bonnie Lopez 

My time these days is filled with grandmothering. My husband and I 
have had the pleasure of housing our daughter, son-in-law, and my 
little granddaughter (18 months) for the past two years. They will 
be moving into their own home soon, but will remain close by. In 
addition, I recently learned that a new sibling will be added to their 
family come spring. We also have been providing daycare for my 14-
month-old granddaughter, the daughter of our other daughter. Life 
is full, and as a result, my hours at Evangelical Friends Mission are 
fewer. We attend Northwest Friends Church in Arvada, Colorado. 
The picture above is of the office staff at EFM. I am on the left, top 
row, next to EFM’s director Chuck Mylander, and treasurer David 
Cordova. Bottom row left to right are Cairistiona Haley, Laurie 
Mortimore, Gina Cummin, and executive assistant Vicki Hinshaw.  

My heart has turned to writing children’s stories for my grandchil-
dren, to leave behind something tangible of my love for them. My 
best thoughts and inspirations for writing and living life seem to 
come out of my morning quiet times with the Lord. The writings on 
the following pages reflect some of the working out of my salvation 
before God. May the Lord bless you with eyes of the heart to know 
his hope and power and the glorious richness of his inheritance in 
you.   
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Sunday 
June 5 Come As a Little Child 

BIBLE READING: Mark 10:13-16; Psalm 86:11 
What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child? In Mark 10:14 Jesus says that they are good representa-
tives of his kingdom. Still uncomplicated and unsophisti-
cated, they haven’t yet fashioned disguises to hide what they 
think and feel. They’re spontaneous. They believe easily, 
accept gifts delightedly, and revel with abandon in an atmos-
phere of trust. 

One Sunday my granddaughter (14 months at the time) 
and her parents attended church with us. At her church she 
goes to the nursery, so when she heard and saw worship 
music being performed, she was quite taken by it. She was 
absolutely riveted to the music and held still in my arms as 
she soaked it all in. (This is normally a very busy little person, 
and one who is accustomed to music in her home.) Her eyes 
danced, her facial expression was one of delighted surprise, 
and periodically she would turn to me and clap and smile 
with delight. Toward the end, her face overcome with awe, 
she blew repeated kisses toward the front of the sanctuary, 
where the musicians were not even aware of her. (And no one 
in front of us was soliciting her response.) The Spirit of God 
was in this place and he touched her spirit. In unfettered 
response, she offered the best praise she had, and praise it 
was. 

The little children see Jesus with unjaded eyes and 
readily accept him as he is. We can still take that chance to 
trust him also, no matter what has come our way in life. Holy, 
holy, holy are you, Lord!  

SONG: Give Me an Undivided Heart 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord God, help my heart to be 

simple and undivided in my love and responses to you. 
—Bonnie Lopez 
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Monday 
June 6 Bridge People 

BIBLE READING: I am the Way….John 14:6 
In the often used tract The Four Spiritual Laws, there is a 
picture of a bridge across a chasm. The Lord Jesus Christ is the 
bridge across the gap between man and God, a chasm we 
cannot otherwise cross. We all need bridge people—a new 
bride with her in-laws, a stepfather with his wife’s children, a 
child in a new school, a single or a family at a new church.  

When I took psychology I learned about sociograms, 
diagrams of the pecking order of a given group. They illustrate 
that one is strengthened or weakened by one’s placement and 
proximity. A husband, naturally, is the link to a new bride’s 
in-laws. But he becomes an effective bridge when he actively 
facilitates relationship and respect between them. 

Which people have been bridge people in your life? 
Have you ever thought about how a given situation may have 
played out without those people? Or perhaps you may remem-
ber situations where you didn’t have a bridge person to take 
you across to where you needed to be, to “get you in.” Our 
ultimate bridge person is Jesus Christ who has bridged every 
necessary and significant gap. When we enter new situations, 
if there is a bridge person for us, it is the provision of God for 
which to be thankful. If there is not, it is an opportunity also 
provided by God for us to exercise trust in him to take us 
across or get us in.  

SONG: Make Me a Blessing  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, you have your  

reasons for my placement in life. Make me an effective  
bridge for others, and when there is none for me, help me  
to draw comfort that you are my way across difficulties and 
even death. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Tuesday 
June 7 Love Bears All Things 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 13:7  
In exercising love we learn patience and longsuffering. We 
learn to bear with irritations from others, with ourselves when 
we fall short, with circumstances we can’t control, with te-
dium, with traffic and whiny children, with expectations we 
cannot fulfill, with hurtful misunderstandings, with news-
casts that offer no hope. How do we bear all things? We exer-
cise love, learning to give and receive it. We tell ourselves the 
truth that God’s Word tells us. 

We exercise love by training our spiritual muscles, 
which means repetitive action. Does it mean being a doormat? 
No. Sometimes in love we do bear hurtful things while over-
looking the hurt, but sometimes we must confront, thereby 
bearing an unpleasant responsibility of love. Love, after all, 
isn’t mushy, it’s dependable and strong—like God’s love for 
us. We give love by looking for the best in unlovable people 
(sometimes by decision and obedience alone); or sometimes 
we go the extra mile for someone. We receive love when we 
accept God’s forgiveness and covering over our failures and 
character flaws, choosing to rest in his assurance of complet-
ing that good work which he began in us, trusting his path 
through the growth process. This frees us to love better. 

We tell ourselves the truth from God’s Word about who 
God is, who we are, and glean applications for life from his 
wisdom. Thank You, Lord, for all the examples in Scripture 
from others’ lives. 

“Bearing,” apart from today’s Scripture, also refers to 
one’s manner, demeanor, carriage. How is my bearing, Lord? 
Do I bear your name well? 

SONG: Open My Eyes, Lord, I Want to See Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help me, Lord, to love better, 

regardless of how I feel. And help me to bear your name well.  
—Bonnie Lopez 
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Wednesday 
June 8 Love Believes All Things 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 13:7, Mark 9:24 
Life’s experiences, especially early on, have a way of shaping 
our thinking, sometimes in a handicapped way. We may not 
recognize the handicap that we live with. In fact, the handicap 
often has more power over our conscious thoughts than Jesus 
Christ and his Word. Some years ago I realized that this was 
true for me. 

What does it mean to “believe all things?” Certainly not 
literally all things, but just as certainly all things that Jesus, 
who is The Word, had to say. 

My handicap was a plurality of incorrect beliefs about 
my God and myself. How could this be true after many years 
as a Christian, reading the Word, and regularly hearing solid 
biblical teaching? My desperation to know the truth, which I 
needed in order to live free, brought me to an experiential 
understanding of what it means to believe Jesus, not just to 
believe in Jesus…a process. And it exposed a nasty network of 
incorrect thoughts and beliefs, like the tangled, writhing nest 
of grass snakes I once unearthed behind a large rock. I am 
defined by what God says about me, not what others have 
said, or even what I think. And he is also defined by what he 
says about himself. 

I’m thinking that along the way you, too, may have 
acquired an incorrect belief, or are not enjoying the freedom 
and abundance that is your inheritance. We are not here 
merely to endure, but to thrive like a late winter crocus pok-
ing up through snow.    

SONG: I Believe in Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, expose any handicaps 

in my thinking that prevent me from living free and from 
shining your light clearly for others. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Thursday 
June 9 Love Endures All Things 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 13:7; Hebrews 12:11 
Endure is not a lighthearted word. Athletic training, such as 
that required of marathon runners, is one example of learned 
endurance. Their muscle capacity pushes far beyond what  
life requires for everyday living. When measured against all 
time, a human life is a mere droplet of all the oceans of  
earth gathered together. Yet to us it can often feel like a mara-
thon. Circumstances come our way through which we learn 
the necessity of endurance. We learn to endure undesired 
change and the stretching of skills, understanding, and for-
giveness. We learn to endure loss and illness and situations so 
unexpected and sometimes shocking. We learn to endure 
misunderstandings, betrayal, and implications regarding our 
character. 

At one point in my life I began to feel desperate, because 
while I had learned to endure many things, my hope had 
become weak, impairing my ability to believe many things. 
Faithfully and over time, the Spirit of God guided my heart to 
portions of Scripture upon which my spirit fed. I refocused by 
pondering the joy of the Lord as my strength (Nehemiah 8:10), 
I practiced gratitude for blessings overlooked, and I purposed 
to trust that I would see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living (Psalm 27:13). Those are some of the disciplines 
that train us and balance the weight of endurance, yielding 
fruits for us to enjoy, as well as for the kingdom. 

To endure is not enough. God’s purposes for us include 
much more. He is invested in us completely. 

SONG: The Joy of the Lord Is My Strength 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for your bal-

ance in the disciplines of life and that they yield the peace-
able fruits of righteousness. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Friday 
June 10 Love Hopes All Things 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 13:7, 13; Psalm 119:147 
Without hope we die, as noted by many suicides and lives 
lived out in bitterness and misery. Love hopes for the best, 
because it looks for the best in people and in situations. Love 
sees the possibilities more than the negatives, and hope in-
vests in those possibilities. 

Faith assures us of things hoped for. To my husband’s 
and my knowledge, none before us in the family were Chris-
tians. We hope to see our whole family line reconciled to God. 
(Hope is bold.) In faith and hope we recognize that we wear 
the mantle of prayer over our collective family. Sometimes  
I’m discouraged that others do not find my God as real and 
specific as I do, and oftentimes I’m even more discouraged, 
certain that I’m in the way, or not doing enough. But hope 
returns when I remember that it is the Father who draws 
them, his Spirit works in and around them, and my God is all 
powerful, loving, and merciful. His Word tells me that he 
loves them more than I do. 

I hope for the Lord to tap my brothers, who are satisfied 
with a God who is vague and at a distance. I hope for a daugh-
ter to recognize the brevity of life, the reality of eternity, and 
the holiness of God. I hope for my grandchildren, including 
those unborn, to recognize the face, the voice, and the pres-
ence of Jesus, and to walk with him all the days of their lives. 
I dare to hope, because I believe what Jesus says.  

What do you hope for? 

SONG: The Solid Rock 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, encourage my heart  

as I feel the weight of unsaved souls. Help me to do and  
pray rightly. 

—Bonnie Lopez 
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Saturday 
June 11 The Greatest Is Love 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 13:13; Psalm 139:23, 24 
I am convicted of how imperfectly I believe, how imperfectly  
I hope, and how imperfectly I love. Painful, frequent con-
trasts between my small capacities and God’s great ones illus-
trate how short I fall of his holiness and perfection. My 
heightened awareness of the battle within—of what needs to 
be and isn’t—seems so loud and large in my mind that I’m 
relatively sure others can hear and see it as well. I know God 
hears and sees it. This working out of my salvation, this  
wrestling within, is a fact of living this side of heaven. 

Times of struggle occur within each of us. They serve to 
sharpen our focus and remind us to separate truth from error 
in our thoughts and priorities. They also serve to keep us 
aiming higher. It isn’t about striving for what I cannot in my-
self achieve; it’s about wanting more and accepting that Jesus 
alone is my source.  

To love people challenges my limits at times, but more 
daunting: How to love the Almighty, invisible God? It’s down-
right difficult to conduct a relationship with someone you 
can’t see, hear, or feel with physical senses. Is obedience 
enough when feelings are flat? Some days I’m so touched by 
God’s mercies and I feel so full of gratitude that love naturally 
flows. Some days not. Fortunately, feelings are not the best 
measure. I ask the questions, though I know the truth of God’s 
Word, because I dare not relent in searching my heart. And 
then I rest in him. 

SONG: More Love to Thee, O Christ 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, I am yours.  

I have nothing of my own of any worth, only what you give. 
Be blessed in the works of your hands.  

—Bonnie Lopez  


