
Gregg Lamm 

Have you ever read somebody else’s mail? It’s a felony offense, so 
I’m not advocating it! When we read the seven letters found in 
Revelation 2 and 3, we might feel like we’re reading mail intended 
for someone else. But Jesus wrote these letters for each of us, too. 
And he chose to send them through the pen of John—who was near-
ing 100 years of age when he became Jesus’ scribe on this 
“Revelation project.” At the time John recorded Revelation, he 
lived nearly all alone, as a prisoner in exile on Patmos, a small 
Greek island 13 miles square in the Aegean Sea. 

The seven letters contain several common elements: a commenda-
tion (what they’re doing right); a criticism (except for Smyrna and 
Philadelphia); a correction (truth spoken in love); and a promise 
(the fruit that will come from obedience). Finally, each letter closes 
with the same admonition: “He who has an ear, let him listen to 
what the Spirit is saying.”  

I began pastoring in Northwest Yearly Meeting in 1984, and since 
2006 I’ve been the lead pastor-teacher at 2nd Street Community 
Church in Newberg, Oregon. This week’s devotionals are excerpted 
from a teaching series I shared with the 2nd Street flock in the fall of 
2009. Manuscripts and MP3 audio files of these and other teachings 
can be accessed at www.2ndstreet.org. My bride, Teresa, and I have 
been married 27 years and are the parents of three grown sons. 
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Sunday 
June 6 The Loveless Church 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 2:1-7 
Remember the song “Get Back” by the Beatles? I heard its 
catch-phrase a lot growing up: Get back from the edge of that 
curb! Get back to your homework! Get back out there and 
finish raking those leaves! I tended to wander. The main line 
repeats, “Get back, get back, get back to where you once be-
longed.” Lennon and McCartney hit a chord in all of us with 
those words, because we’ve all left someone or something we 
wished we’d hung onto. 

The church at Ephesus had a long history (see Acts 19-
21), and they started out right. They loved Jesus and they 
wanted their ministry to be done because of that love. And 
Jesus commends the church for all the things they’ve done for 
him (vv. 2-3). But even though the church at Ephesus was 
once one of the most powerful, on-fire churches, the people 
somehow forgot about Jesus as their first love. 

They have lots of active programs, but they’re in trouble. 
They go out and witness; they hold Bible studies and prayer 
meetings. But their spiritual works are done out of a sense of 
duty instead of love. They’re outwardly strong, but inwardly 
lean and dying. They’ve forgotten their first love (v. 4). 

Jesus offers the Ephesians some words of correction (v. 
5). He tells them they can restore their “first love.” They must 
remember how things used to be, when they first came to 
Jesus. They must repent of living in their own strength. They 
must return to Jesus and invite him to re-shape their priori-
ties. In short, they need to restore their original fellowship 
with God—a fellowship broken by sin and neglect.  

SONG: Take Me Back 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, that I don’t 

have to stay they way I am. Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation; renew a right spirit within me. 

—Gregg Lamm 
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Monday 
June 7 The Suffering Church 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 2:8-11 
The young church at Smyrna received word that even though 
it had known persecution, it was going to get worse. Nero was 
Caesar during this time, and through his reign and the reign of 
the next nine Roman emperors (through A.D. 304), 550,000 
Christians were put to death. Patrick Johnstone, author of 
Operation World, reports that more than 70 million Christians 
have been martyred worldwide since A.D. 30. 

Smyrna is located near the Aegean Sea in what is now 
Turkey. The word Smyrna means “bitter” and is related to the 
word myrrh. Myrrh was the sticky resin of a shrubbery-like 
tree, bitter when first extracted but beautiful smelling when 
crushed. So Smyrna was a fitting name for the home of this 
first century church because even as it was pierced, afflicted, 
and crushed, it gave off the fragrance of Jesus Christ. 

Webster’s Dictionary defines persecute as “to harass in a 
manner to injure, grieve, or afflict; to cause to suffer because 
of belief.” Persecution is anything Satan uses to lure you and 
me as followers of Jesus Christ into denying the lordship of 
Christ in our lives. 

Through the church at Smyrna’s suffering back then, 
and through the reality of our tribulations today, God has 
always had it on his heart to bring his followers to a place of 
focus and healing. God promises a crown of life to those who 
don’t take their eyes off of him in the midst of persecution—
and to all of us who don’t give in to Satan’s schemes to get us 
to deny the lordship of Christ in our lives. 

SONG: Through It All 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, how easy it is to dwell on 

our problems and our circumstances. Help us remember your 
promise to the church at Smyrna. Restore our perspective. 
Give us strength and courage to declare you Lord. 

—Gregg Lamm 
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Tuesday 
June 8 The Compromising Church 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 2:12-17 
Compromising is doing anything less than God’s best for us—
and we’ve all done it. And depending on the whos, whats, 
wheres, hows, and whys of our choices to compromise, the 
consequences run the full gamut—from minimal to nearly 
unbearable. 

When we come into a relationship with Jesus, the rules 
are pretty simple: 1) God’s grace invites us to come to Jesus 
Christ (and keep coming to him) in repentance, confession, 
and surrender; and 2) God’s holiness invites us to become less 
and less like the old us, and more like Jesus. When we don’t 
understand these two parts of what it means to become a 
follower of Jesus, we soon begin compromising one in an 
attempt to have the other. If we accept God’s grace without 
understanding and embracing God’s holiness, we become lazy 
Christians. We know God loves us and forgives us. But we’ll 
be devoid of any desire to grow up in our faith and we’ll 
continue sinning. On the other hand, if we embrace God’s 
holiness without holding it in balance with an understanding 
of God’s grace, we become legalistic Christians, desperately 
trying to do good works so God will accept us. 

In Pergamum, the church, out of fear of persecution, 
chose to let the pure message of Jesus get polluted, watered-
down, compromised. They wanted to hold onto the beauty of 
grace, but denied the power of surrender that’s only found in 
pursuing holiness. They wanted to look spiritual on the out-
side, but inside they were full of decay and death.  

SONG: I Surrender All 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, show me the ways  

I’ve turned away from your grace and holiness. Help me  
be attentive to the convicting, instructive, correcting, and 
healing Spirit of God.  

—Gregg Lamm 
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Wednesday 
June 9 The Corrupted Church 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 2:18-29 
When I was a senior in college, the mom of one of my room-
mates gave us a hollowed-out loaf of bread filled with a lovely 
dip made of tuna, Velveta cheese, pimentos, and Miracle 
Whip. Hideous. That loaf of bread got pushed to the back of 
the fridge for three months until our apartment started reek-
ing. My housemate’s girlfriend finally did the detective work, 
found the dip, and disposed of it.  

At one time, the people in Thyatira were sold out to 
God. There wasn’t anything they wouldn’t do for him. But one 
choice by one choice, and by ignoring the sin in their lives—
shoving it to the back of the refrigerator—they were soon sold 
out to sin instead of staying sold out to God. 

Jesus confronts two sins here: fornication and idolatry 
(v. 20). King Ahab and his wife Jezebel were a very ungodly 
couple who tag-teamed their way through sin, costing them 
and everybody around them a very high price (1 Kings 16-21; 
2 Kings 9). The choice to move from righteousness and holi-
ness to corruption and sin has taken many people out of the 
race. People God wanted to use and bless let sin slowly but 
consistently creep into their lives—and eventually turn their 
hearts cold toward God and his plans for them. 

Jesus wasn’t willing to put up with the sins of sexual 
immorality and idolatry in the lives of his people at Thyatira; 
he’s not willing to put up with them in the lives of his people 
today. If you’re struggling with any hurt, habit, or hang-up 
that’s corrupting your faith, move away from the back of the 
fridge and toward a life of healing discipleship. 

SONG: Cleanse Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, I want to live a life 

of faithfulness and consistency. Give me a willing heart to 
serve you. 

—Gregg Lamm 
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Thursday 
June 10 The Dead Church 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:1-6 
The people of Sardis thought their city was undefeatable. 
Because of its remote location and the cliffs below the city, 
the people who lived in Sardis became cocky and complacent. 
And from this place of blind pride, they stopped giving care-
ful attention to the condition of the foundation of their city. 
Eventually cracks formed, and one morning the people woke 
up to enemy occupation.  

When the church at Sardis received this letter, it was on 
the downhill side of prosperity. Formerly famous for all kinds 
of things, after two enemy invasions and a devastating earth-
quake it lost some of its momentum, reputation, and self-
esteem. Both the city and the church became hollow shells of 
what they used to be. The city of Sardis slept and was over-
taken. The church of Sardis, through denial and neglect, fell 
into spiritual deadness.  

The letter to the church at Sardis is a warning to all 
Christ-followers who try to live on past spiritual glories and 
past spiritual experiences with God. God is the God of the 
present. And we need to experience him, know him, serve 
him, worship him, and be in relationship with him in the 
present. God continually talks, reveals, and teaches. And that 
means we need to continually listen, discern, learn, and obey. 

The people of Sardis were “in Christ,” but because of 
neglect, sin, and unforgiveness, they weren’t paying attention 
to the cracks in their spiritual walls. Unwilling to be people of 
confession, they tried to live out their faith “in the flesh.” 

SONG: Open the Eyes of My Heart 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord God, open our ears to the 

voice of your Spirit, so we may hear what you’re saying. May 
we wake up from our 21st-century slumber and be excited 
about becoming your hands, feet, heart, mind, and presence 
in our world. 

—Gregg Lamm 
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Friday 
June 11 The Faithful Church 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:7-13 
The church at Philadelphia is most often referred to as “The 
Faithful Church.” What does it mean to be faithful? 

Faithfulness is about sensitivity and obedience. As 
followers of Jesus Christ, faithfulness happens when we listen 
to and obey the leadings, promptings, and nudges of God’s 
Holy Spirit—moment-by-moment and choice-by-choice. 

Faithfulness is about victory. As followers of Jesus 
Christ, faithfulness begins to happen when we make the 
choice to go through the doors God opens for us, instead of 
pushing our way through the doors we’re opening for our-
selves. 

Oh how Jesus longs for us to know him as the One who 
is holy and true. Jesus knows us each by name. He opens 
doors for us to walk through, and closes doors he doesn’t want 
us to walk through. He knows our deeds, he knows our pow-
erlessness, he knows we may almost be out of strength. But he 
also knows the ways in which we have “kept [his] word and 
have not denied [his] name” (v. 8). 

Jesus is calling out each of our names today. And be-
cause he loves us, we can trust the instruction, correction, 
encouragement, and training in righteousness he longs to 
bring us through his Word (2 Timothy 3:16-17). He invites us 
to answer him, to leave our own pursuits, our own intellect, 
our own desires so that we can begin to know and pursue him 
in the same consistent and intimate ways he knows and pur-
sues us. 

SONG: He Knows My Name 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord God, help me to live a life 

of consistency, to be willing to be led by your Holy Spirit. I 
want to stand in faithfulness with the people of the church at 
Philadelphia. 

—Gregg Lamm 
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Saturday 
June 12 The Lukewarm Church 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:14-22 
Apparently, Laodicea was too rich and too prideful to accept 
help from anyone. After experiencing a devastating earth-
quake in A.D. 60, Laodicea refused the Roman government’s 
help in rebuilding, successfully relying instead on its own 
resources. Located six miles south of Philadelphia, Laodicea 
was historically known for money, fashion (specifically raven-
black wool), and an eye salve called collyrium. It was also 
known for its water. 

A six-mile long aqueduct from a series of hot springs 
brought water to the city from its neighbor, Hieropolis. As the 
hot water traveled along the aqueduct, it became lukewarm, 
and as such, was prone to bacterial infestation. The water 
literally made the people of Laodicea sick to their stomachs if 
they failed to boil it before drinking. 

The lukewarmness Jesus speaks of here means being 
halfway in either direction. Most commentaries suggest that 
Jesus would rather have us be hot or cold—love him or hate 
him—but don’t be in the middle: lukewarm. But I see Jesus 
saying to us, “When you have the same temperature, the same 
character, the same flavor as your environment, you’re no 
different than the world! And like the reflex that happens 
when you get a mouthful of bad water, I’m going to spit you 
out of my mouth!” 

Laodicea is the most criticized of the seven churches, 
and yet Jesus offers it the most intimate promises, showing us 
that nobody is beyond God’s loving, rescuing hands.  

SONG: More Love, More Power 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me stop trying to 

please both the world and you, God. Deliver me from the self-
reliant, compromising lukewarmness that marked the church 
at Laodicea. 

—Gregg Lamm 


