
Bob La Forge 

I have been a Christian for 35 years, married to Toni for 12 
years, and have twin seven-year-old daughters: Sarah and Dan-
ielle. We live in New Jersey and attend Grace Tabernacle Bible 
Church where I run the bookstore and teach adult Sunday school. 
Toni works in the nursery, serves on the fellowship committee, 
and sends out the church birthday and anniversary cards. 

I have over 180 publications and have written three books. 
Contemplating the Almighty looks at who God is; Developing 
Great Relationships discusses qualities in solid friendships, God-
centered dating, and making right decisions regarding marriage. 
The Tempter Comes is a Christian fiction novel. My website 
(www.disciplescorner.com) includes these books as well as a 
section on Bible literacy, a Bible study series, tracts, devo-
tionals, articles, and poetry. Over 10,000 of the tracts have been 
printed and distributed. 

I based this week of mediations on “Who is Jesus?” I believe this 
understanding to be crucial to our Christian walk—the solid 
foundation upon which our emotions, values, and spiritual and 
world perspectives must stand. Thank you for reading. 
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Sunday 
June 1 The Colossus and the King 

BIBLE READING: Mark 10:46-52 
Before his conversion to Christianity, Emperor Constantine 
built the Colossus of Constantine around AD 312 as a tribute 
to his victory in battle. Mostly carved from white marble, it 
was 40 feet high. One of the most significant parts of this 
statue was the giant head which was 7 feet high itself. The 
larger-than-life eyes stared above and past everyone standing 
below to give an impression of Constantine’s transcendence, 
of his almost divinity. The face was rigid and impersonal as if 
he was beyond the toil of everyone else. 

Contrast this to Jesus Christ. He built no statues to him-
self; there were no tributes of exaggerated grandeur. He did 
not tower above us. Rather, he, the true King of the universe, 
walked on dirty roads with sandals along with the people. He 
knelt down and hugged children. He approached blind beg-
gars and asked them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

Jesus did not merely look like us; he became one of us. 
He listened to us, wept with us, cooked for us. He could have 
dominated us; instead, Jesus drew us to himself. 

The incarnation, his baptism, the crucifixion, the resur-
rection—all occurred surrounded by people. His miracles 
always helped people. This was no god who fought a cosmic 
battle in some spiritual realm and then told us the results. He 
did not stare above and past us. Rather, he engaged with us, 
came to us, supported us. Our King is truly great and worthy 
of all of our love. 

SONG: Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May I draw near to God as 

much as he draws near to me. 
—Bob La Forge 
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Monday 
June 2 

Different Backgrounds, 
Perfect Harmony 

BIBLE READING: John 17:20-26 
Each one of us has only one ancestry and background. We 
were born into only one family, and even if our ancestry is 
mixed (such as Hungarian and Irish), that is still just our one 
ancestry. However, there is one who was different. Jesus is the 
only one who ever walked the earth with two backgroundS. It 
is amazing to see just how much they differed: Jesus was 
completely and fully God, and just as completely and fully 
human. 

Jesus’ divine background could not have been more 
glorious. Isaiah 6:1-3 tells us: “I saw the Lord sitting on a 
throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the 
temple. Seraphim stood above Him… and said, ‘Holy, Holy, 
Holy, is the LORD of hosts, the whole earth is full of His 
glory’” (NASB). He reigned in perfection and glory sur-
rounded by an innumerable host constantly singing his 
praises. His existence was from eternity. 

Jesus’ human background, on the other hand, was not 
the most illustrious. In his ancestry was Rahab, who was a 
harlot. He was born in Israel—an occupied country—in Beth-
lehem, which at the time was a small village. His parents were 
of humble means; his birth was in an animal stable. 

Yet despite this contrast, Jesus was in perfect harmony 
with every aspect of his being. There was no conflict, no 
condescension, no domination of one side by the other. Jesus 
proved that despite such totally different backgrounds, both 
God and humans can exist together in a wonderful and mar-
velous relationship. 

SONG: Abide with Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: I praise you, Jesus, as proof that 

our relationship is not just possible but potentially perfect. 
—Bob La Forge 
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Tuesday 
June 3 Meeting the Definition 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
I was at a family gathering and some of the relatives present 
were not familiar to me. As one relative was coming up the 
walk, a cousin said to me, “I hear that her brother is a Marine 
who just came back from the war.” I asked, “Is he coming 
today?” My cousin pointed to the man that was with our 
relative: “That must be him.” I looked the man over. He was 
quite out of shape, with long hair and a scraggly beard. “Um, 
are you sure?” As the man walked by, my cousin asked him, 
“Are you in the Marines?” The man chortled and answered, 
“Why, of course I am.” Just then another man got out of her 
car and walked towards us in a firm, confident gait. He was in 
top shape with closely cut hair. I whispered to my cousin, “I 
think that that’s your man.” 

I was able to tell which man was the Marine based on 
what I already knew about Marines: one clearly fit all of the 
characteristics and one fell short in several ways. Similarly, 
we know that Jesus is the one and only Messiah because he is 
the only one in all of history who completely met all 315 Old 
Testament descriptions regarding the coming Messiah. Over 
the centuries many have claimed to be the Messiah, with a 
number of them accumulating followers. But every single one 
of them fell short of what the Bible said to look for. Jesus is 
the only one who fit all of the criteria “according to the Scrip-
tures.” 

SONG: Blessed Be the Name 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Praise you, Jesus, for you are 

indeed the prophesied Messiah come to take away our sins. 
—Bob La Forge 
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Wednesday 
June 4 Identity 

BIBLE READING: Mark 8:27-33 
“Who am I?” and “Who are you?” are two of the most signifi-
cant questions that have been asked since the beginning of 
man’s creation. Our identity is crucial. Many find their iden-
tity in things apart from God, such as their job title, sports 
team, political party, or country. But the Bible tells us what 
our true identity is and how we are to live our lives in light of 
that. The Bible does tell us what to do, but even more so, it 
reveals who we are and what we can be. For example, in 
Matthew 5:9 Jesus tells us, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called children of God.” 

However, one identity is crucial to understand beyond 
all others: Who is Jesus Christ? We see this played out over 
and over in the Gospels. In Mark 8:27b Jesus asks his disci-
ples, “Who do people say that I am?” Two verses later he asks, 
“But who do you say that I am?” Our answer is crucial: “For 
unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your 
sins” (John 8:24b NASB). 

At Jesus’ baptism, the place where his ministry as priest 
and Messiah began, we read the Father confirming Jesus’ 
identity: “And behold, a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased’” (Matthew 3:17 
NASB). 

It might not be so terrible if we make a mistake about 
someone else, but our eternity lies in us getting Jesus’ identity 
correct. 

SONG: His Name Is Wonderful 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Teach me who I am so that  

I might live out the life that God wants for me. 
—Bob La Forge 
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Thursday 
June 5 A Leaky Boat 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 1:24-29 
A friend had an old rowboat that sat in his yard for many 
years. One day I said to him, “Let’s do something with that 
boat rather than let it rot away.” So we quickly cleaned it up, 
hauled it down to the lake, and started rowing out. It was not 
long before water began leaking in through cracks in the bot-
tom. The boat quickly filled with water and we were stuck. 

A boat’s purpose is to float in water. But if water gets 
into the boat, then it is in trouble. People are created by God 
to be filled with Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:27) and the Holy 
Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16). That is our purpose. But if the 
world gets into a person instead, then there will be problems. 
Instead of seeking the eternal things of God, we seek after the 
temporary pleasures of the world. Instead of doing what is 
right, we do that which is convenient. Instead of praying, 
attending church, and reading our Bibles, we spend all of our 
free time watching TV—or worse. 

Just as water continually presses against a boat trying to 
get in, so does the world constantly press against us. We must 
be diligent to guard against its influence. The best way to do 
this is to fill ourselves with Jesus by treasuring God’s word in 
our hearts, devoting ourselves to fellowship with God’s peo-
ple, and maintaining a constant communion with God. Only 
then will we be tightly sealed against the world’s intrusions. 

SONG: Fade, Fade, Each Earthly Joy 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Guard my eyes and heart from 

the world’s infiltration. 
—Bob La Forge 
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Friday 
June 6 Friend 

BIBLE READING: Luke 5:17-26 
I have a master’s degree in animal science, specifically pigs. 
One Wednesday, things were just not going well and I was 
feeling pretty dejected. That night I went to our church’s 
midweek service. I guess my mood showed because before 
service, someone put his arm on my shoulder and said, 
“Pigman, you’re looking kind of glum. Anything you want to 
talk about?” The fact that someone acknowledged me and 
cared about me was enough to lift my spirits. 

In Luke 5 we see a similar story. Here was a man who 
was paralyzed. He had to be carried everywhere on a pallet. 
More than likely he was downhearted over his condition and 
perhaps fearful about how the crowd and Jesus were going to 
treat him. But notice the very first word that Jesus uses when 
addressing him: “Friend.” This word means “child” or an 
“adult son.” It is a kind greeting. Jesus was not going to use 
this man as a prop in a show to prove something about him-
self. Rather Jesus gave this distressed man his full attention, 
showing his care by creating an immediate personal connec-
tion. 

And today Jesus is the same (Hebrews 13:8). He asks us 
to come to him for rest (Matthew 11:28). If we hear his voice 
calling to us and let him in, then he will dine with us 
(Revelation 3:20). When we are struggling and need comfort 
and grace, Jesus does not force us to appease him first; rather, 
he calls us brethren, friend, bridegroom, son and daughter. 
Our fears are gone and we can approach the throne of grace 
with confidence (Hebrews 4:16). 

SONG: What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Jesus, Prince of 

Peace, for soothing my fears. 
—Bob La Forge 
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Saturday 
June 7 Deterring Jesus 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 3:13-17 
In Matthew 3 Jesus comes to John to be baptized but John tries 
“to deter him.” If John had succeeded, we would never have 
seen the Holy Spirit descend onto Jesus as a dove. We would 
never have heard God’s voice boom, “This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well-pleased” (NASB). We would never have 
read about one of the moments when the Trinity came to-
gether in one place on the earth. 

We may not be so brazen as to put our hands up and tell 
Jesus, “No, you can’t help me with this,” but there are other 
ways that we can “deter” Jesus. How many ways do I do this? 
Jesus wants to use my weaknesses to demonstrate his power 
(2 Corinthians 12:9), but I tell him that I am afraid and slink 
away. Jesus wants to pour his grace and blessings into my 
efforts, but I do not ask him for them and instead struggle on 
my own. Jesus wants to bring people to salvation through my 
sharing the Gospel, but I do not want to be rejected and so I 
make excuses. 

God’s promises of help are abundant in the Bible. Sec-
ond Timothy 1:7 shares one: “For God has not given us a 
spirit of timidity, but of power and love and disci-
pline” (NASB). God does not ask us to be powerful; he asks us 
to admit our weakness and call on him so that he can give us 
his power. He asks us to love with his love, to forgive with his 
forgiveness. What we could do if we only believe God’s word 
and let him work in our lives—it would amaze even our-
selves. 

SONG: I Surrender All 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, have your unhindered 

way in my life. 
—Bob La Forge 


