
Bob LaForge 

I have been a Christian for more than 30 years. My writing credits 
include a friendship workbook available at Church Growth Institute 
(www.churchgrowth.org), and several tracts which have been dis-
tributed to more than 10,000 people. Two of these tracts have been 
translated into Armenian with over one thousand copies sent there. 
My three books are available for the Kindle on www.amazon.com: 
Contemplating the Almighty is about who God is; Developing Great 
Relationships discusses how to develop solid friendships, God cen-
tered dating, and making right decisions regarding marriage; and 
The Tempter Comes is a Christian fiction novel.  

I have been married to Toni for ten years and we have two five-year 
old daughters, Sarah and Danielle. We attend Grace Tabernacle 
Church where I am on the Missions board, oversee all local out-
reaches, teach Sunday school, and oversee the church bookstore. I 
believe that the key to a stable spiritual walk is maintaining a daily, 
consistent communion with God, so every day I make time for Bible 
reading and prayer. 

We live in Freehold Township, New Jersey. 
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Thursday 
April 5 Choose 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 27:15-26 
I ran a booth for our church at a town festival. We gave away 
free Bibles, tracts, and brochures. People were available to talk 
about who Jesus is and what he did for us. I was talking to one 
man when, after a short time, he blurted out, “Why do you 
bother with this nonsense? There are so many better things in 
the world to spend your time on.” He walked away before I 
could respond. 

So often people and our culture try to persuade us to 
choose something other than Jesus. In Matthew 27, Pilate gave 
the people a choice of which prisoner to release: Barabbas or 
Jesus. Barabbas was a robber and a murderer. He was involved 
in a rebellion against Rome and noted as a notorious prisoner. 
Jesus healed the lame, blind, and lepers. He fed thousands. 
The choice seemed obvious. However, some people went 
through the crowd and persuaded them to choose Barabbas. 
The Creator was rejected and led away to his trial and death. 

Still, the voice of the world calls us today to choose 
something other than the risen Savior. It wants us to give our 
time, money, loyalty, and attention to anything else. But like 
those disciples who followed Jesus to the empty tomb, we 
need to resist those voices and press on with our eyes fixed 
firmly on him. May the Master’s voice, ever so gentle, cut 
through the din of the world. 

SONG: Christ Arose 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May my love for you, Jesus, be 

so great that it drowns out opposing voices. 
—Bob LaForge 
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Friday 
April 6 Loss to Victory 

BIBLE READING: Mark 16:1-10 
One moment on a Friday nearly two thousand years ago, the 
Light of the World (John 8:12) was extinguished. The Bread of 
Life (John 6:35) was cast out. The Holy One (Acts 3:14) was 
filled with our sin. The Word of God (Revelation 19:13) fell 
silent. The Good Shepherd (John 10:11) was murdered.  

For the next three days, those who had followed Jesus 
gathered together and wept and mourned (Mark 16:10). The 
cause to which they had devoted the last three years of their 
lives had been destroyed. Their leader was dead, tightly 
wrapped in a cold tomb guarded behind a large stone. What 
was left but to take their memories and return to their previ-
ous way of life? 

In what was perhaps their last act of memorializing the 
dead, two women went to the tomb on a Sunday only to find 
the guards paralyzed in fear, the stone rolled away, and the 
tomb empty. The Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25)  
appeared and said, “Do not be afraid.” The King of Kings  
(1 Timothy 6:15) was alive! Three days of crushing loss be-
came victory. In their joy and renewed conviction, the disci-
ples gathered around their Lord and then went into the entire 
world and proclaimed the good news of the Hope of Glory 
(Colossians 1:27). 

In our own lives, we will experience many times of 
heartbreak and trial. Though everything may not completely 
right itself, we can still comfort ourselves several days later 
knowing that we have a God of hope. And even if our only 
hope is that of heaven, then that is still a great and glorious 
hope indeed. 

SONG: The Day of Resurrection 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Throughout my life, may my 

focus always be on hope and not on despair. 
—Bob LaForge 
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Saturday 
April 7 The Heart of Jesus 

BIBLE READING: John 19:25-27 
When I am going through a trial, my main focus—
unfortunately too often—is my suffering or my inconven-
ience. And if someone tells me that they went through some-
thing similar, then of course my situation is ten times worse. 
Well, it is happening to me, and that alone makes it worse. 

Jesus is very different from me. Whereas my primary 
focus is myself, Jesus’ focus was always others. In John 19, we 
see Jesus being crucified on a cross. His body was torn from 
the scourging, his head bloodied from the thorns, and very 
soon Jesus would die with the sins of the world laid on him. 
Yet when his mother and the apostle John stood before him, 
Jesus did not complain about the horrors he had just experi-
enced. Instead, he ensured that they would be there to sup-
port and encourage each other.  

Everything that Jesus did was for others. His miracles 
were never dramatic shows just to impress everyone with his 
greatness. Rather, his miracles always benefited someone, 
whether feeding thousands, healing the sick, or calming terri-
fied sailors. He was born so that we might be saved, he died 
so that we could be forgiven, and he rose from the dead so 
that we might live forever with him. 

The heart of Jesus was always aimed at making other 
lives more meaningful, more abundant. We, too, should  
develop a heart that carefully discerns the needs of others and 
plans ways to improve those lives. 

SONG: Worthy Is the Lamb 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May I follow the example of 

Jesus and learn to put others before me. 
—Bob LaForge 
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Sunday 
April 8 Not There Anymore 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 66:1-5 
The incarnation is perhaps the greatest event that could ever 
occur. Yet if we were able to go to the exact spot where the 
infinite God became a tiny baby cradled by his mother, we 
would not find him there. It would be empty because, as in-
credible as that event was, God was not finished yet.  

Jesus Christ, fully God, died on a cross to pay for every 
sin of every person who will ever live. Yet if we go to Gol-
gotha, we will not see Jesus still hanging on a cross. The place 
is empty because God was not finished yet. 

Jesus was laid in a tomb in the side of a hill, and a stone 
was rolled across the entrance. Yet if we duck into that cave 
today, we do not see a body there. That is because, even with 
the full payment of our sins completed, God was not finished 
yet. 

After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples 
and walked among the people. But today we cannot go to the 
area of the Sea of Galilee and find Jesus still teaching and 
healing. That is because, even then, God was not finished yet. 

Jesus ascended into heaven where he now sits en-
throned. One day Jesus will return, and there will be a new 
heaven and a new earth. There will be no need for the sun, for 
God shall be our light. Then it will be finished, and we will be 
with God praising him forevermore. 

SONG: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, God, for the hope 

that one day all will be completed. 
—Bob LaForge 
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Monday 
April 9 

The Greatest Divider; 
the Greatest Joy 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 28:1-10 
Throughout history people have been divided by many things: 
politics, class, race, and nationalities to name a few. But per-
haps that which has caused the greatest division is what forms 
the foundation of Christianity—the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Furthermore, the consequences of each side could not 
be greater. In Matthew 28, we read about two groups of peo-
ple: the guards who mocked Jesus on the cross and now 
watched his tomb, and two women who were followers of 
him. Jesus’ resurrection resulted in both groups falling to the 
ground, but that is where the similarity ends. The guards fell 
from fear because they refused to embrace the idea of a risen 
Christ; the women fell in worship. The guards “became like 
dead men”; the women ran “filled with joy.” Whereas the 
guards laid there cowering, Jesus told the women to rise up 
and go tell others. And finally, the guards were told by the 
chief priests to lie about Jesus, whereas the women gladly 
spread the truth. 

The reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ is too pow-
erful to be ignored. Is he a dead fraud or a Savior who is alive 
forevermore? Are we “dead men” forced to believe lies or 
those who rise up with joy and proclaim, “Jesus has risen! 
Hallelujah!”? I gladly and without doubt stand with the two 
women. The resurrection compels us today just the same as 
on that day: joy, worship, proclamation! 

SONG: He Lives 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, we worship you as the 

One alive forevermore! May I proclaim with joy the glory of 
your resurrection. 

—Bob LaForge 
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Tuesday 
April 10 Paid in Full 

BIBLE READING: Acts 2:22-32 
Recently I made a large purchase. After the salesperson 
counted the money, he wrote at the bottom of the receipt, 
“Paid in full.” If anyone tried to claim that I still owed on this 
purchase, I could show this receipt, and they would have to 
acknowledge that I did not owe anything more. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is God the Father stamp-
ing paid in full on the cross. Jesus took all of our sins upon 
himself when he was crucified (2 Corinthians 5:21), but it is 
because the Father raised him from the dead that we know for 
certain that Jesus’ payment was counted and accepted in full. 
God simply could have told us that he accepted Jesus’ pay-
ment which would have been enough. But, as we can see 
throughout the Bible, God prefers to be with us rather than 
just tell us. After Jesus rose, he cooked fish; he talked with 
many people; he told the women at the tomb, “Do not be 
afraid” (Matthew 28:10); and he said to Thomas, “Reach 
here….” (John 21:27) 

Because Jesus rose from the dead, we can know that our 
sins are forgiven totally and for all time (Romans 8:1). Because 
Jesus stepped out the tomb alive forevermore, we can know 
that we have eternal life (1 John 5:13). And if anyone tries to 
tell me that I still owe on my sins, I can show him the resur-
rection, and he would have to acknowledge that I do not owe 
anything more for my sins. 

SONG: Jesus Paid It All 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Hallelujah, Jesus! You are alive, 

and I am forgiven! May my life reflect this great freedom. 
—Bob LaForge 
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Wednesday 
April 11 Fear to Peace 

BIBLE READING: John 20:19-23 
When I was in grade school, I had a small part in a play. I was 
so nervous: I was sure that my vocal chords would freeze and 
I would be unable to utter a sound, let alone clearly recite my 
lines. I seriously thought about bolting. But then I felt a large 
hand on my shoulder and my father’s voice reassuring me, 
“There is nothing to fear. You’ll do great.” I went out and 
nailed my lines. 

After Jesus was killed, his disciples went into hiding out 
of fear. When the risen Jesus appeared to them, his first words 
were, “Peace be with you” (John 20:26). Much of our lives can 
be ruled by fear, but Jesus’ response is still the same. We fear 
what will happen when we die. Jesus says, “Peace. I have 
risen and ascended to heaven to prepare a place for you.” We 
fear that our faith is in vain. Jesus says, “Peace. Your faith lies 
with a Savior who is alive forevermore.” We fear that if we do 
not follow the crowd and grab the pleasures of this world, we 
will miss out. Jesus says, “Peace. Do what is right, and you 
will lay up treasures in heaven.” We fear that our sin is too 
great, our guilt too heavy. Jesus says, “Peace. I died for all of 
those sins and rose again so that you can be assured of vic-
tory.”  

Life is full of fears, but we have a risen Savior who 
walks with us, bows his ear to hear us, strengthens us, and 
encourages us. We are a people who can truly live in peace. 

SONG: Because He Lives 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Tune my heart to your  

promises, God, and let the peace of Christ rule in my life. 
—Bob LaForge 


