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My name is Michael Jay, and I pastor Raysville Friends Church in 
Knightstown, Indiana. I grew up in Hutchinson, Kansas, and graduated 
with a BA in theology from Barclay College and an MDiv from Earlham 
School of Religion. I am interested in practical theology, cross-cultural 
ministry, and the complexities of living a Christian life in today’s world.
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Monday
October 1 Pure Joy

BIBLE READING: James 1:2–4

When I was about thirteen, I was part of Mid America Yearly 
Meeting’s Bible quiz program, and we competed on our know
ledge of the contents of James. Preparation included memoriz
ing the book. Now that I’m fortytwo, I find that James continues 
to be part of my life, especially the opening of the epistle.

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever 
you face trials of many kinds”—words that come to mind when
ever something goes badly. When I was a teenager, these words 
seemed ironic. Joy, as it’s used here, appeared to be a word for 
suffering. But over the years I’ve learned that James knew what 
he was talking about, and he meant what he said.

It’s just like the beatitudes, where Jesus names one hard 
thing after another and says that those who experience these 
hard things are blessed. Yesterday, a church I’m involved in 
lost a member, and I am one of those who mourns: James says, 
“Consider it pure joy,” and simultaneously I hear Jesus say, 
“Blessed are those who mourn.”

It takes perspective to understand that suffering is con
nected to joy, but hard experience really can build our faith. I 
look back on the events that have changed my life. They weren’t 
easy or fun. But I am changed, and I am blessed.

SONG: It Is Well with My Soul
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Ask God to help you see how the 

difficulties of the past have opened you to God’s blessings.

—Michael Jay
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Tuesday
October 2 Hear and Obey

BIBLE READING: James 1:22–25

I was raised in a community of Biblebelieving Christians, 
and I was expected to be a Biblebelieving Christian. I have a 
biblical studies degree from Barclay College, just one example 
of how my whole life has been in the church and steeped in 
Scripture. One thing I’ve noticed is that people who view 
Scripture as authoritative are tempted to use Scripture to win 
arguments. There’s nothing wrong with reverence for the Bible, 
but weapon izing the Bible—that’s another story.

The problem with using Scripture to make an argument is 
that in doing so, we tend to look for proof texts to support our 
opinions about God and about what is or isn’t moral. That’s not 
what Scripture is for. Scripture challenges us, if we let it, when 
we engage it. Faith isn’t about winning arguments. Faith makes 
room for Jesus to work.

Consider this. Have you ever studied Scripture in order 
to find a way to condemn your neighbor? Turn that practice 
around. Read a little farther. Soften your heart, and let the Bible 
challenge your own thoughts, your own attitudes, your own 
behavior.

Respecting the authority of Scripture means respecting 
its ability to speak into our lives. Let the Bible challenge your 
ideas and your selfrighteousness. Take time to listen.

SONG: Trust and Obey
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me to hear your 

message for me in Scripture, and help me to obey it.

—Michael Jay
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Wednesday
October 3 The Tongue

BIBLE READING: James 3:3–12

James is a book filled with practical, moral advice. I believe that 
most of what the book teaches can be extrapolated from James 
3:9, where James tells us that we use the same tongue to praise 
God and to curse those who are made in God’s image. Images 
are important; if anybody doubts the importance of images, 
then consider our flag, a powerful symbol of our nation.

On one hand, the flag is just a bit of patterned cloth. 
Nothing that I do to the cloth has an impact on the nation it 
represents, but I could, by mistreating the flag, invoke the anger 
of my neighbors. We treat the flag with reverence because of 
what it symbolizes. We have ceremonies for displaying it, for 
storing it, and for retiring it. Whatever I say against the flag is 
understood as a statement against the nation.

If I cannot praise the nation and curse the flag, then how 
can I worship God while oppressing human beings created in 
the image of God? John also witnesses to this truth: “Whoever 
claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar” (1 John 
4:20). Images and symbols are important; how we treat God’s 
image is a direct reflection of our relationship with God.

SONG: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, please help me to see your 

image more clearly reflected in the face of my neighbor.

—Michael Jay
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Thursday
October 4 Do Not Slander

BIBLE READING: James 4:11–12

If we believe that people are created in God’s image, then we 
should not lie to make them look bad or to gain an advantage 
over them. It seems so obvious that I almost wonder why James 
has to say it. We cannot praise God and at the same time slan
der those who are made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26–27).

Unfortunately, new technological tools such as social 
media make it easier than ever to put people in a bad light. 
And it is especially disturbing to see Christians who spread 
messages suggesting that a group of people is either dangerous 
to our democracy or in some way less than human.

Jesus taught us that the Law and the prophets are summed 
up in two commands: Love the Lord your God, and love your 
neighbor as yourself. “Who is my neighbor?” an expert in the 
law asks Jesus (Luke 10:29). Jesus answers with a story—the 
story of a Samaritan who helped an injured man. Both a priest 
and a Levite had passed by the dying man, but it was the 
Samaritan who stopped. The hero of Jesus’ story is the stranger, 
the foreigner, the other. Jesus teaches that if we are to be righ
teous, we must follow the example of this stranger. Instead of 
slandering the other, we as Christfollowers are commanded to 
honor the other.

All human beings are created in God’s image, and the sto
ries we tell about them matter. Is it possible for us as Christians 
to look at those who are different from us and see neighbors 
instead of enemies?

SONG: Cleanse Me
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me to honor people 

with my speech. Let me be the kind of person who stops what 
I’m doing to help those in need.

—Michael Jay
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Friday
October 5 Boasting about Tomorrow

BIBLE READING: James 4:13–17

Like many pastors, I have a day on my calendar marked, “Write 
sermon.” This appointment that I’ve made with myself is one 
that I too rarely keep. Something always comes up. I go to bed 
at night, thinking ahead to what I will accomplish the next 
day, but I often wake up to something that needs my attention 
instead: car trouble, leaking pipes, unexpected calls, and plain 
old writer’s block.

Isn’t this just how life is? We make plans, but we cannot 
control the future.

James warns us not to talk about our plans for the next 
year because we don’t even know if we will survive the night. 
James offers us a new way of speaking about our hopes and 
dreams: “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or 
that.” I know people who use just such language, but I also 
suspect that James may be utilizing hyperbole. So I’ll remember 
this: my plans are always tentative, and I have to trust in God 
because I don’t have as much control over the world or my life 
as I imagine I do.

SONG: I Know Who Holds Tomorrow
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, tomorrow is yours; help me 

trust that you are in control.

—Michael Jay
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Saturday
October 6 Economic Justice

BIBLE READING: James 5:1–6

Just like in James’s day, we tend to honor those with wealth 
more than we honor the poor. It’s an ageold problem, and 
that is, I think, why James brings it up so frequently. He calls 
the wealthy to humility (1:9–11); tells the people at a meeting 
for worship that if they favor the wealthy worshiper over the 
poor worshiper, they discriminate and become judges with evil 
thoughts; and James points out that the poor do no harm, but it 
is the wealthy who use the law to oppress (2:1–7).

When we get to James 5, we read a direct condemnation 
of the rich: James says that the wages they didn’t pay are calling 
out against them. James says they have hoarded wealth. James 
says, “You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter” 
(5:5). These are strong words.

Some read James as a revolutionary text, but I think James 
is trying to get people to recognize one fact that should be com
mon sense: the powerless are not to blame for society’s prob
lems; they cannot be because they have no power.

Jesus taught us that the way we treat those whom society 
casts away is the way we treat Jesus himself. “I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in” (Matthew 25:35). This is why the New Testament again and 
again calls us to view each other with God’s eyes of love. We 
must allow the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers between 
us.

SONG: They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, make my heart sensitive 

to the needs of people. Teach me to see people with your eyes 
of love.

—Michael Jay



“The New Testament 
again and again calls us 
to view each other with 
God’s eyes of love.”

—Michael Jay, 
Fruit of the Vine,  
October 6, 2018


