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Getting to Know Ireland 

Ireland is an island in the 
Atlantic Ocean, just west of 
Great Britain. Ireland takes up 
5/6, or most of the island. The 
six counties that make up 
Northern Ireland belong to the 
United Kingdom. Ireland is a 
little bit bigger than the state of 
West Virginia. Some of the main 
cities are: Dublin (the capital 
city), Kilarney, Limerick, 
Waterford, and Cork. 

Ireland has cool summers and 
mild winters, and is often cloudy 
and overcast. It is six hours 
ahead of the U.S. Eastern 
Daylight Savings time. So at noon 
in New York, it would be 6:00 
pm in Ireland. Or at noon in 
Oregon, it would be 9:00 at 
night in Ireland. 

People in Ireland speak the 
official language of English, but 
also speak Irish, sometimes 
called Gaelic. Most people (89%) 
would say they are Catholic in 
religion. 

The Irish flag has three vertical 
stripes. The left is green, the 
middle is white, and the right is 
orange. 

St. Patrick’s Day 
[picture 1]  

The national 
holiday is St. 
Patrick’s Day on 
March 17. It is a 
fun day chosen 
to honor Patrick, 
the patron saint of Ireland. 
People often wear green on that 
day in honor of Patrick and of 
Ireland, and pinch people who 
are not wearing any green. 
Shamrocks, the national symbol 
of Ireland, are used to decorate, 
as well as four-leafed clovers, 
leprechauns, rainbows and pots 
of gold. 

What is surprising is that Patrick 
was not even Irish. He didn’t 
believe in good luck. He believed 
in God. Patrick liked shamrocks, 
not because he thought they 
might bring good luck, but 
because they are green, like 
many of the hillsides in Ireland. 
Stories are told about Patrick 
using a shamrock to help people 
understand how God is three 
persons but still one God. One 
shamrock has three leaves, and 
the one true God has three 
persons: God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

Ireland and St. Patrick 


The Story of Patrick 

About 400 years after Jesus was 
born, Patricius Magomus Sucatus 
was born to a British nobleman’s 
family in a coastal village on the 
Irish Sea. His parents and 
grandparents were Christians, 
and Patrick, as everyone called 
him, grew up hearing stories 
about Jesus. But he loved having 
fun, exploring the woods, 
swimming, hunting, and playing 
games. He had no time for God. 

Kidnapped! 
[picture 2]  

One night 
Patrick awoke 
with a start. 
Smoke burned 
in his nostrils! 
Screams and shouts filled his 
ears! Peering through the flames 
of his house he saw two of his 
sisters tied up and being dragged 
away and his parents lying on 
the ground. Irish pirates had 
invaded his village! They were 
taking people and anything 
valuable they could find. 
Suddenly he was grabbed  
from behind! “Let go of me!”  
he shouted. But he was only a 
16-year-old boy, and the rough 
pirates overcame him and tied 
him up, too. They put him on a 
ship with many other prisoners Materials for The Story of Patrick: 

For God’s Story, collect the fol-
lowing items. Clip art, pictures 
or cut outs could also be used: 

a shamrock · sun, moon,  
and stars pictures · several 
stuffed animals · heart 
shape · EXIT sign · manger 
scene · cross · large stone 

The Story of Patrick is adapted from: 

Dick, Lois, “Patrick, A Man Who 
Loved God’s Word” Evangelizing 
Today’s Child, Jan/Feb 2002. 

Jackson, Dave & Neta,  
“St. Patrick—Missionary to  
Ireland” Hero Tales, Volume 3. 
1998, Bethany House Publishers. 

Use the accompanying pictures 
to tell the story as indicated: 

Picture 1 - Pirates kidnap Patrick 

Picture 2 - Sailor calling Patrick 

Picture 3 - Patrick’s dream 

Picture 4 - Copying God’s Word 

Picture 5 - Patrick praying 



and he was taken to the wild and pagan island of 
Ireland. 

Patrick was sold as a slave to a rich and cruel 
Druid chieftain named Milchu. Druids worshiped 
stars, stones, trees, and wells. They even offered 
human sacrifices to evil spirits so they could have 
good luck. Patrick remembered what he had been 
taught by his parents about God, and knew this 
was not right. 

“Your job now is to care for my sheep and pigs out 
on the mountainside,” snarled Milchu. “Don’t even 
think about running away! You will be carefully 
watched. You’ll have to hunt for your own food 
and find a cave to sleep in. And to show you how 
generous I am, here is a flint stone so you can 
start your own cooking fires.” That’s all that was 
given to Patrick. He had to learn how to fend for 
himself while making sure Milchu’s animals had 
food and water and did not wander away. It was 
cold and lonely out on the Irish mountainside. It 
gave him a lot of time to think about his life and 
what had happened to him. 

Patrick thought about the stories from the Bible he 
had heard when he was younger. He remembered 
Jesus, and how He had died so that people could 
be forgiven of their sin. He was sorry for his sin 
and that he had turned away from God. “Oh God, 
my heavenly Father,” Patrick prayed, “I did not 
listen when my family tried to teach me Your 
ways. Please forgive me. I put my trust in You!” 

Talking with God on the lonely mountainside 
helped Patrick make it through the cold, lonely 
hours watching over the animals. 

Escape! 

One night Patrick had a dream. He heard a voice 
saying, “Soon you will go to your own country. 
See, your ship is ready.” In his dream he saw a 
British ship in a harbor on the seacoast. Was God 
telling him to escape? Could he actually run away 
and get to that harbor, over 200 miles away? His 
heart beat faster as he thought about risking an 
escape on foot. What if slave catchers found him? 
What if he ran into some wild animals? He had no 
food or money, and this might take two weeks of 
walking. “It’s now or never,” he thought. “God 
please help me!” 

He set out across the forests and hills towards the 
coast. Although he was very hungry and sore, he 
finally made it to the very harbor that he had seen 
in his dream, and saw a ship there. Some sailors 
were trying to get a large group of Irish wolfhound 
hunting dogs onto the ship. But the frightened 
dogs were snapping and growling. Patrick had a 
way with animals, and started speaking quietly to 
the dogs, calming them down. Seeing the captain, 
he asked, “May I have passage on this ship? I don’t 
have any money, but I can work.” The captain just 
gruffly told him, “Be gone! Leave here!” 
Disappointed, Patrick turned away and began  
to pray. He knew he had to trust God to get  
on this ship. 

[picture 3]  

Just then he heard a voice behind 
him, “Hey you! Come back! We’ll 
take you on board!” It was a sailor 
from the ship! “We told the 
captain we needed you to help 
manage the dogs.” 

God had answered his prayer! Sailing out to sea, 
Patrick thanked God. He was going home! He was 
certainly a lot different from the 16 year old who 
had been kidnapped from his home six years 
before. He had given his life to God. He would 
serve Him with all his heart. Patrick looked out at 
the disappearing Irish coastline. He never wanted 
to see it again! 

After three days at sea a huge storm came up and 
the ship was grounded in northern Britain. After 
another long journey on foot, Patrick finally found 
his hometown. What joy there was when he 
returned! His mother and father were still alive, 
and couldn’t believe that their son had come 
home safely! His mother hugged him tightly. “May 
you never leave again, my son.” 

Following God 

Patrick was a changed man. He loved and followed 
Jesus now. For 20 years, he lived at his parents’ 
estate in Britain, serving God wholeheartedly. 

But then the dreams started. In them he saw the 
friends he had made in Ireland holding out their 
arms to him, begging him to return. “Come back 
and teach us, Patrick,” they cried. Patrick decided 



to return to Ireland. His parents 
couldn’t believe their ears! 
“What?” they said, “Go back to the 
place that enslaved you? Why there 
is plenty of work you can do for 
God right here at home!” But 
Patrick was determined to follow 
wherever God led him. And God 

was leading him back to Ireland. People there 
needed to hear about the one true God! He was 
just the one to tell them! 

Sharing God 

Arriving in Ireland, Patrick walked from village to 
village, preaching and leading many to Jesus. One 
day he met the two daughters of the king. They 
were training to be Druids. They had heard that 
Patrick could tell them all about the one true God. 
“Can you tell us about this God?” they asked. 
“Where is he? Does he have a family? Is he rich? Is 
he handsome? Does he live in heaven or on earth? 
Does he live forever? How can we find him? We 
want to learn about this one true God.” So Patrick 
told them all about God. 

God’s Story 

Before there was anything, anywhere, there was 
God. He is the one true God. Patrick held up a 
shamrock and pointed to the three leaves. Just as 
this shamrock is one plant, but has three leaves, 
God exists in three persons: God the Father,  
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. He is  
a good, loving and just God. He created the  
whole world—the sun, moon, stars.  
[Hold up cut outs of sun, moon, and stars].  

He made all the mountains, deserts, and oceans; 
then He made the birds, fish, and all the animals 
[Hold up stuffed animals]—all out of nothing, and 
it was perfect. And then God made the most 
special of all His creation: people! He called the 
first man Adam, and the first woman, Eve.  
[Hold up heart]  
God loved them and they loved God. Every day 
they would walk and talk together. But something 
happened that changed everything. Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God—they sinned. They did the ONE 
thing God told them NOT to do! God had to ask 
them to leave the beautiful garden where they 
lived. [Hold up EXIT sign] 

But God still loved people. [Hold up heart]  

He showed them this in many ways. He wanted 
people to obey Him and follow Him, but people 
kept on sinning. In fact, all people— everyone who 
was ever born—has sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God. But God had a plan. He sent His one 
and only Son into the world. That was Jesus.  
Jesus was born as a baby in Bethlehem.  
[Hold up a manger scene] 

While Jesus was on earth, He showed God’s love to 
people. He told them about God and how to follow 
Him. And Jesus did what He came to do: He gave 
his life for people... for US! He died on a cruel 
cross. [Hold up cross] 

And by doing that, Jesus paid the punishment  
for all of our sin. What He asks for, is that we 
believe in Him, feel sorry for our sin and want  
to quit sinning, ask Him to forgive us, and receive 
His gift of forgiveness and eternal life. 

But God’s story doesn’t end there... Jesus rose 
from the dead on the third day, and HE IS ALIVE! 
The huge stone was rolled away from the empty 
tomb [Hold up large stone], proving that Jesus 
rose from the dead. Jesus defeated death. He won 
victory over sin and evil, and paid the punishment 
for our sin. Jesus appeared to many of His 
followers, and then He went back to Heaven, 
where He is preparing a place for us. He will 
return someday for all the people who believe in 
Him and trust in Him. 

When we are sorry for our sin, and ask God for 
forgiveness, He DOES forgive us—because of Jesus. 
Then we are part of God’s forever family! 

When Patrick told the king’s daughters God’s 
story, they believed. They asked Jesus to forgive 
them and to be their Savior. They decided not to 
be Druids, but to follow Jesus, instead. This 
happened over and over when people heard 
Patrick tell about God. 

God’s Word 

One time some Christians came to Patrick who had 
been Druids, pirates, robbers, and warriors before 
believing in Jesus. They saw how Patrick read from 
God’s Word, the Bible. “Could we have God’s 
Word, too?” they asked. 

[picture 4]  



[picture 5]  

“I cannot give you my copy,” 
replied Patrick, “but what you can 
do is to learn to read and write, 
and then make copies of God’s 
Word, yourselves.”  

Patrick helped the men build a small wooden 
building with large outside walls of clay and logs. 
Inside they had tables and benches, parchment 
paper, pens, and ink. Here they spent many hours 
making copies of God’s Word. Everywhere Patrick 
went, he built these wooden buildings so that 
God’s Word could be copied and shared with the 
people. The extra outside reinforcements kept the 
Bibles safe when enemies later attacked.  

Trusting God 
[picture 6] 

Patrick spent almost 30 years in 
Ireland as a missionary. He walked 
all over the island, sharing God’s 
story with everyone he met. He 
made many enemies, especially among the Druids, 
but Patrick trusted God, and God always kept him 
safe. 

Patrick loved God and he loved people. God used 
him to help many people believe in God. Quite a 
few of the new believers went to other places to 
share God’s story, too. Because Patrick followed 
and trusted God, a whole country was changed.  

Discussion Questions 

1. What was your favorite part of the story? 

2. Young Patrick had not listened to his family 
when they tried to teach him about God’s ways. 
Why do you think Patrick prayed and trusted God 
when he was a slave in Ireland? 

3. If you were suddenly removed from your church 
and family, what things have you learned about 
God that would bring you comfort and help? 

4. If someone asked you to tell them about the 
one true God, what could you tell them? 

5. How do you think Patrick felt when he first 
went back to Ireland? 

6. Have you ever had to do anything hard for God? 
How do you think God helps people do things 
which are right, but hard? 

7. Who is the real hero of this story? (God) 
Why? 



objectives 

 Learn the names of each of the “team members” 
in the picture. [photo page ] 

 Learn to pronounce “Cairde” [Core - i – juh],  
the traditional Irish language word for “Friends.” 

 Understand how Cairde functions and what it’s 
ministries are and how it lives out the theme,  
“In His Name.” 

lesson 

Cairde (Friends) Christian Fellowship meets 
each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. (until about 1:00 
p.m.) at the Ringsend-Irishtown Community 
Center. Ringsend is a southern suburb of 
Dublin, the capital city of Ireland. In recent 
years average attendance has been between  
20 and 40. [photo page  bottom right] 

“In His Name” Todd and Celesta James have 
been ministering in Ireland for 28 years, with 
discipleship and evangelism being their main 
focus. 

Over the years their ministry to teens has 
involved trips to “Teenstreet” in Germany, a 
ministry run by OM (Operation Mobilization) 
that involves a week-long gathering of up to 
4,000 teenagers. [photo page  top right] 

Cairde provides a lending library of Christian 
books on parenting and other issues relating  
to living out one’s Christian testimony.  
[photo page  bottom left] 

“In His Name” Cairde carefully wraps colorful 
gift boxes for needy families at Christmastime. 
[photo page  top left] 

Celesta James is the head of the Humanities 
Department of a local university. Her area of 
expertise is in social care and she has recently 
authored a textbook on the subject that is 
being used throughout Ireland. 

Cairde Christian Fellowship exists  
to glorify God: 

By knowing the Truth through worship  
and study 

By living the Life in fellowship and service 

By showing the Way through caring  
and sharing 

Their motto is:  
“To know Jesus and make Him known” 

Todd and Celesta have 4 grown children: Ryan, 
living in California; Adam, a doctor in Ireland; 
Garrett, working in management of an Irish 
company; Olivia, who works with a Christian 
organization which ministers to families 
dealing with HIV and AIDS.  

Cairde Christian Fellowship—In His Name 




Reaching Out in His Name—Relationships 

Kathi Perry is from Rose Drive Friends Church  
in California. Since 2001 Kathi has been working in 
Ireland as a church planter—first in Dublin, and 
since 2007 in Greystones, County Wicklow. 
Kathi reaches out to this area by being involved  
in several local organizations as a volunteer, 
participating in local activities, beginning  

a Parent and Toddler  
Group in her community, 
and leading a book study in 
her home. Kathi’s desire 
for Ireland is that they 
would hear God’s word in 
its fullness, and respond as 
faithful witnesses to the 
truth of the message they 

have received (Colossians 1:23-29). To that end 
she works to raise up disciples that have a vision 
for living out the gospel and carrying its message 
to their own communities and to the rest of the 
world. 

objective  

 “Get acquainted” with Kathi Perry in order to 
understand and appreciate her ministry in 
Ireland “In His Name.” 

lesson 

 In Kathi’s ministry in Greystones, “the Friends 
Church” she’s involved in doesn’t meet on 
Sunday mornings with hymns, Scripture,  
a sermon and open worship. Instead, “the 
church” is where Kathi meets for Bible study 
with two or three “in His Name” and senses 
His presence in the midst. 

Kathi is currently leading Bible studies  
with small groups of women, many of whom 
have never studied the Bible in their lives. 
[photo page  bottom] 

Kathi tells the story: 

Recently, as we read through Matthew 
24, we came across these verses, “Two 
men will be in the field; one will be 
taken and the other left. Two women 
will be grinding with a hand mill; one 
will be taken and the other left.” One of 
the women present closed her Bible and 
said that this seemed so random, and it 
frightened her. She did not want to be 
left behind. I turned in my Bible to 
Romans 10:9-13, and I said, “It’s not 
random. ‘If you confess with your mouth 
Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved…’” And I repeated a prayer 
that my dad often used, “Dear Jesus, the 
best I know how, I give myself to you.”  

She responded, “Tell me that again… 
I like that. Really that’s all you can do?” 

I said, “Yes. And it is enough.” 

Thanks be to God for His indescribable 
gift! 

Kathi gets acquainted with women by renting 
a room in a nearby Leisure Center in order to 
host two “Mums and Baby Groups” each week 
that usually have 8-12 women in attendance. 
Toys for the crawlers are available and 
conversation results. Kathi provides tea and 
coffee and usually bakes something to share. 
Kathi asks for prayer that friendships would 
develop. [photo page  top] 

Kathi also forms relationships by being 
involved in the community: volunteering  
for the local cancer support group, attending 
the Knit and Stitch group, going to dinner with 
American women each month, and reaching 
out to the Public Health Nurses (as a Social 
Worker) to start the Mum and Baby group. 

Cultivating relationships with Irish Friends  
is also a priority for her. 





David and Tricia Howell: 
We are both graduates of 
Barclay College, Haviland, 
Kansas. Before coming to 
Ireland, we had been in 
ministry for 18 years serving 
in churches in Kansas, 
Virginia, Iowa, and Oregon. 

We have two amazing children (Jonathan and 
Moriah) who are such a blessing to us and to those 
around them. We currently live in Wicklow Town  
and are involved in church planting and evangelism.  

“The ache and melancholy is uniquely Irish.” This 
quote by U2 singer Bono in 1999 seems to capture 
the Irish heart. The history of this beautiful country 
is filled with devastation and despair, war and 
famine, oppression and occupation. It is a story 
filled with thousands of years of heartache. People 
grow up with the deep understanding of sorrow and 
grief with little hope. Even their once strong faith 
has been lost over time. According to Operation 
World, Ireland has an Evangelical population of 
around 1.6%, which is the lowest percentage of  
any country in the English-speaking world.  

Since we arrived in Ireland in 2008, our purpose has 
been to share the message of grace, hope and peace 
to a people that we now consider our friends. We 
desire to create a place to worship where anyone 
can come, no matter what “baggage” they bring, 
and seek after the heart of a loving Father. 

Pray with us to see Ireland changed from a nation 
with a history of pain and sorrow to a future of hope 
and joy. 

objective 
 “Get acquainted” with David Howell and his 

family in order to understand and appreciate  
their ministry in Ireland “In His Name.” 

lesson 
David & Tricia Howell have been living and 

ministering in Wicklow Town for four years. 
[photo page  two photos on left] Soon after 
arriving and learning that “church” in Ireland is 

associated with irrelevance and distrust, they 
felt that perhaps Matthew 18:20 should really 
be their theme verse for ministry:  
“For where two or three gather in my  
name, there I am with them.” 

Tricia meets twice a week with small groups 
of women for Bible study and a lot of honest 
questions, along with food, tea and coffee. 
Many of these gatherings have led to deep 
conversations one-on-one. 

David has been involved with a Teen 
Challenge drug and alcohol rehabilitation 
ministry since 2008 and does regular teaching 
in that ministry. 

David, working with his friend Mick Duffy, 
began a free distribution of 40 kg. bags of coal 
(almost 90 lbs.) to needy families around 
Christmastime. [photo page  bottom right] 
Coal is a primary fuel for heating homes in 
Ireland. When asked why they do this, the 
reply usually goes something like this: “It’s 
because people in America love you and care 
for you. Every time you start this fire and feel 
its warmth, know how much you are loved.” 
The High School principal wants to get a group 
of students involved next year! 

David writes: “We have come to love and 
cherish our time with these folks. We have 
never looked at our Irish friends as projects or 
targets, but friends with whom we get to walk 
with in their difficult journey of life. One at a 
time. One cup of coffee at a time. One 
question at a time. One heartache at a time. 
Step by step, day by day, we gather together, 
searching for answers. And Christ is right 
there in our midst, every step of the way.” 

“Please pray for our relationships with our 
friends. That we can be a positive example for 
them and point them to Jesus. Please pray for 
new friends that we haven’t met yet. Please 
pray for strength and health as we share our 
lives with the Irish.” 

Reaching Out in His Name—Service 




objective 

 Learn how Todd James lives out the theme  
“In His Name” by ministering through athletics. 

lesson 

[Use photo page .] 

Todd James personally wrote the material, 
“Meet My Head Coach,” which has been  
translated into 13 different languages and  
has been used widely by organizations like 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes and Athletes 
in Action. 

Coach Todd uses Christian material like 
“JAM” (Jesus-and-me) as he teaches basic 
skills in basketball and other sports. 

Coach Todd has also made himself available  
to teach basketball skills at local schools. 

Reaching Out in His Name—Athletics 

Todd and Celesta James have been ministering  
in Ireland for over 28 years. They have planted a 
church and helped to develop sports ministry as  
a tool for churches to do evangelism throughout  

the country. They are now 
involved in a new church 
plant called Cairde Christian 
Fellowship in an inner city 
area of Dublin. Discipleship 
and evangelism are the 
main emphases of their 
ministry. Todd directs 
SportsLife, a sports ministry 
which runs camps, clinics, 

and brings teams to Ireland to share Christ. Celesta 
is the head of the Humanities Department of a local 
university. Her area of expertise is in social care 
and she has recently authored a textbook on the 
subject which is being used throughout Ireland.  




