
Pat Hyde 

It is a privilege to share some of my thoughts on Psalm 139 this 
week. One of my favorite chapters in Psalms, it reflects God’s loving 
imprint on each one of us. It was good to spend time examining 
each verse and listen to the Holy Spirit influence the content of 
each devotion in this series. That’s why I love to write about my 
journey with Jesus. His presence is awesome. He sparks my memory 
and gives me a clearer understanding of who he is. 

My husband, Bill, and I are celebrating 45 years of marriage this 
year. We love baseball. The picture above is at Marlins Stadium in 
Miami, Florida, on August 29, 2012, taken while celebrating my 
husband’s birthday. We have three children (two living and one in 
heaven), a daughter-in-law, two sons-in-law, and eight grandchil-
dren with a ninth grandchild due in late summer. God led our family 
to Rose Drive Friends Church in Yorba Linda, California, thirty-four 
years ago. A friend invited us, and we were welcomed into the 
church community. Here, the Hyde family was introduced to Jesus 
and we accepted his gift of eternal life. My heart is filled with 
gratitude. 

It is our desire to keep on keepin’ on serving the Lord and finishing 
well. The best is yet to come! 



45 

Sunday 
August 4 God Knows 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 139:1-6 
My mother accepted Jesus as her Lord and Savior when she 
was in her early thirties. Five years old at the time, I vividly 
remember how happy she became. Her gloom turned to a 
bright outlook on life because of her newfound hope. As I 
observed her over the next few days, I knew: “I want Jesus.” In 
fact, those were the words I said to her one night after we 
returned from a revival meeting at our small church in Lar-
will, Indiana. She immediately knelt with me at the side of 
my small bed. We prayed, and I accepted Jesus into my heart. 
I was so glad. 

I think about how Jesus met me and brought me to his 
side. He knew I would be watching my mother. As a small 
child, I noticed the difference Jesus made in my mother’s 
behavior, showing me that he is good through her example. 
He knew, too, how to reach my mother through believers that 
he put in her path. 

God knows everyone intimately. God knows how we 
need him. He loves us so much, reaching out to us in ways 
that speak to each one of us very personally. 

Through many years of love, laughter, loss, and tears, 
God has proved to me that he is good all the time. He knows 
me and he knows you. He loves us. To God be the glory. 

SONG: O, How He Loves You and Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Lord, I pray your perfect 

will to be done in our lives, that others will want and accept 
Jesus too. 

—Pat Hyde 
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Monday 
August 5 God Cares 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 139:7-12 
I desire to please the Lord, but repeatedly I fall short as issues 
plague and pull at me. In the second year of my retirement, 
I’m still trying to get used to a schedule that is pretty much 
determined by me, which is a questionable situation because 
I’ve worked in a nine-to-five environment all my life. My 
schedule was determined by my place of employment. I liked 
that it took the pressure off of me to make myself useful.  

Being “on the job” every day gave me a sense of security. 
The change in my day’s routine scares me, and worse than 
that, I question how I am contributing to society. But the 
minute I remember God and focus on him, I sense his love, 
patience, and understanding—he cares. His presence frees me 
from the evil darts Satan uses to try to mess with my mind. 

I give thanks to God for directing my mother to show me 
who Jesus is. God has been constant, standing at my side, 
giving me strength, directing my steps. He helps me to endure 
hardships, daily impressing upon my heart to continue to 
center on him. He makes himself known through the Bible, 
prayer, and people. 

SONG: Where Could I Go? 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I desire to please you in 

my thoughts, actions, and words. Thank you for your unfail-
ing love to me, a sinner. I know that you care about me and 
you value me as your child. Thank you for meeting me here. 

—Pat Hyde 
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Tuesday 
August 6 God Sees 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 139:13-16 
“Everything is right on schedule!” I recently heard that state-
ment from someone who is battling cancer. I strive daily for 
that perspective of accepting adversity and trusting God 
wholeheartedly. I think that acceptance is the key word here. I 
confess that I’m still struggling with the loss of our daughter 
after her battle with breast cancer eight years ago. She was 34 
years old, married, with three small children.  

When I read verse 16, I am reminded that God ordains 
our life span here on earth. Shannon committed her life to 
Christ as a child, and now she’s jubilant in heaven. I was 
impressed with the word jubilant those days after her 
“homegoing.” I had hoped that Shannon would live longer 
here on earth; but as I prayed and read the Bible, God showed 
me that he had a plan and that I must trust him. God is good 
because he lovingly helps me know that he’s in charge, and 
that gives me comfort. 

God sees everything. He fashioned us. He knows all the 
details that brought us to our present day, and he sees our 
future. This Scripture inspires me to a new understanding of 
who I am and what God has in store for me. 

SONG: God Sees the Little Sparrow Fall 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you’ve chosen a path for 

each one of us that is best for who we are. You know us and 
see us completely; you fashioned our unformed bodies. You 
see our past, present, and future. I love you, Lord and trust 
you. Thank you for loving us, especially when we’re weak 
and grieving. You are strong and offer comfort in our grief. 

—Pat Hyde 
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Wednesday 
August 7 God Works 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 139:17 
(“As expressed in his works”) 

I grew up in Larwill, a small town in northern Indiana. As I 
have already shared, my parents invited Jesus into our home 
early in my life. They taught me a lot about God’s nature and 
what love looks like. They loved each other and my sister and 
me in words, action, values, and the way they related to oth-
ers. Cris and Gilbert Barrett met their family’s needs for love, 
security, and, most importantly, an understanding of who God 
is. 

As I remember those precious days of childhood, I can 
see how God works. He instilled in me the desire to know him 
better, to give God praise and glory for who he is. I know that 
God is love—he is God! How can I know this, except that he 
opened my spiritual eyes to see him in nature, circumstances, 
and people. God opened my spiritual ears to hear his whisper 
to my heart through prayer, Bible reading, and people. Over 
the years as I became a wife, mom, and grandma, my Savior 
and Friend has guided me, nourished my soul, loved me 
beyond my comprehension, and comforted me as my journey 
took me through the hardest of times. I am a grateful child of 
God! 

SONG: My Tribute 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Lord, I pray that some-

how, some way, everyone I encounter will get a glimpse of 
Jesus, understand who God is, and accept his gift of love and 
life. I want everyone to know what I know! 

—Pat Hyde 
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Thursday 
August 8 God Helps 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 139:18 
I love this verse, especially the part about waking up in the 
morning to God’s presence. To me that means to grasp the joy 
of living. As I thought about one of my typical days during the 
Christmas season this year, the word savor came to mind. I 
did some Christmas shopping, walked, put gas in my car, and 
mailed a birthday card. I browsed, window shopped, and took 
in the spirit of Christmas. I don’t think I’ve ever “savored” 
doing these things. I’ve always focused on “get ‘er done.” This 
was a nice turning point for me in a fairly new lifestyle of 
retirement. I’ve learned how to slow own and urge my mus-
cles to relax. I can unclench my teeth and fists, freeing them 
of stress. 

It’s not retirement that gives me this newfound atti-
tude—I was tense during the first year I left the workplace. 
Now into my second year of freedom from the job, I’ve learned 
that trusting God has taken on a different role. I realized that 
he is my constant companion, both while I sleep and when 
I’m awake. I’ve always wondered what it would be like if I 
could hang out with Jesus in person. I think I would be in awe 
and also chill out. I would praise him without ceasing. Not 
seeing Jesus with my physical eyes doesn’t mean he’s not here 
with me. Yes, he’s here right now, and in awe I am savoring 
his presence. 

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Lord, help me to recog-

nize your presence. I praise you as you guide me and help me 
on my way home. 

—Pat Hyde 
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Friday 
August 9 God Loves 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 139:19-22 
My pet peeve is when adults behave as though God does not 
exist. I totally connect with the psalmist’s impatience toward 
extreme actions of hatred and violence. There’s a gap between 
being jealously impatient against God’s adversaries and hum-
bly loving those who are also my enemies. It is incredibly 
difficult for me to actually pray for someone who poses a 
threat or is downright rude. 

Then I remember Jesus. He endured insults, a crown of 
thorns, severe beating, then a painful death on a cross. Why? 
Because he loved his enemies. Wow! And we were in that 
enemy group—we caused him pain, but he loved us and gave 
us the gift of life by going to the cross. He arose victorious 
over sin and death. So since I am a sinner saved by grace, I 
declare my loyalty to God.  

At the same time I will kneel at the cross and pray that I 
can see and love the world through the eyes of Jesus. He 
knows what it’s like to face rudeness, threats—even death. He 
knows of our impatience through his love that has no bounda-
ries. And his gift of love overcomes all of it. He’s standing at 
the door of our hearts, knocking softly and waiting for us to 
open the door. This precious gift is ours for the taking. 

SONG: The Day He Wore My Crown 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Lord, you loved us even 

as we caused you pain. You humbled yourself to the Father 
and said, “Father, not my will.” I want to see and love the 
world through your eyes. I want my attitude to be the same  
as yours, Jesus. 

—Pat Hyde 
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Saturday 
August 10 God Leads 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 139:23-24 
The Lord knows me very well. At times my anxious thoughts 
take over my mind and threaten to undo me. Joy slips away 
because I abandon it. The sinkhole of misery widens and 
deepens and I give in to worry, imagining the worst possible 
scenario. My reckless way of thinking creates an illusion of 
hopelessness.  

Then God taps me on the shoulder. Sometimes I whisper 
apologies to him; too often, I don’t. I’m completely aware that 
I’ve lost it, but something holds me back from releasing the 
anger that began with anxious thoughts. 

Knowing my sad state of mind, God in his infinite wis-
dom grabs my attention. He holds me close like a mother 
clutching a crying baby to her bosom. He speaks to my 
wretched emotions and reminds me who he is: he is God who 
loves me with an ever-comforting love.  

As I wake every day to sunshine or a storm, I’m not 
afraid—Jesus is with me. He searches me, knows my heart, 
and tests me. Although he knows my offensive ways, he leads 
me in the way everlasting because I am his child. 

SONG: Shout to the Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Lord, show me how to 

live, what steps to take to obey you. I want to stay in your 
perfect will. Thank you for seeing my offensive ways and 
getting my attention. When I forget, you remind me that  
you are God and that you love me. 

—Pat Hyde 


