
Betty M. Hockett

In February 2015 the neurologist confirmed what my husband, Gene, and 
I suspected: he has Parkinson’s disease. That day we began a journey 
along a road we knew almost nothing about. We did, however, know 
two things: (1) Parkinson’s is a progressive disease that affects people 
in various ways and to different degrees; (2) our kind heavenly Father’s 
presence and guidance would continue to sustain us.

We attend a Parkinson’s group that meets here at Friendsview 
Retirement Community, where we live. From others more experienced 
on their journey we have learned a lot. Research has informed us, as 
well. There’s lots more to know and understand.

Life with God offers much to Gene and me as we continue into our  
mid-late eighties: attentive family nearby, good friends, abundant 
answers to prayer, skilled medical personnel when we need them, 
healthy food, a comfortable environment. We experience all of this 
in addition to God’s presence and guidance. What more could we ask?
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Sunday
May 1 God Speaks, I Hear

BIBLE READING: Psalm 85:8; Psalm 143:8; Isaiah 48:17

The older I become, the more I’m grateful that God speaks to 
me, not through unusual ways, not in an audible voice, but 
in quiet, recognizable, and understandable feelings or impres-
sions. I chose for this week to relate five of the more memorable 
times when God definitely spoke to me. For Saturday’s reading, 
I delve back into Quaker history to remind readers about Mary 
Fisher, who heard God’s unique instructions to her.

Actually God speaks to me daily through Scripture, 
prayer, others, music, or messages during worship. As Isaiah 
says, he teaches me, he directs me in inconsequential situa-
tions as well as in more important things of the day. Often I 
implore him as in Psalm 143:8: “Show me the way I should go.”

Of course there is a responsibility for me, if I am serious 
about needing a word from God, to listen to what he says. So, 
my responsibility? Obedience, because I know his counsel is 
always wise and pertinent to the situation. I believe that he is 
“familiar with all my ways” (Psalm 139:3).

The Old Testament tells numerous stories of people who 
heard God speaking to them in various ways and situations. 
I selected a few of these accounts to include as reminders of 
God’s wisdom and love. They help us understand that his guid-
ance reaches out to all who will listen.

As you read these stories this week, remind yourself of 
times God has spoken to you. Thank him, then determine to 
listen for his voice each day.

SONG: Speak, Lord, in the Stillness
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me hear you speak to 

me today, whatever the hours may bring.

—Betty M. Hockett
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Monday
May 2 God Speaks, Joshua Obeys

BIBLE READING: Joshua 1:1-9

When I attended Pacific College/George Fox College (1948-
1952), Newberg Hospital occupied an old, two-story house lo-
cated at the corner of Hancock and Edwards Streets.

One day, as I headed downtown along Hancock Street, 
unusually bright lights shining from the high, narrow, hospital 
windows caught my attention. No ordinary lights, doubtlessly 
they illuminated the operating room. Instantly I had a strong 
impression that I must stop and pray for the present situation 
under those lights.

I stopped there on the sidewalk across from the hospital 
and prayed for whoever and whatever. Could it have been a 
life and death struggle preceded by something suddenly gone 
wrong?

The memory of that strange moment there on the side-
walk remains as clear as the day it happened. Always as I think 
about it, I am filled with a great sense of gratitude to God that 
he spoke to me and that I obeyed his simple command. Did 
my prayer make a difference or was God’s instruction at that 
moment only a teaching moment for me? I’ll never know this 
side of heaven—but I’ve always wondered.

Joshua, both the person and the Bible book named after 
him, has always stood high on my list of Biblical characters. 
God spoke forthrightly to him with no ifs, ands, or buts. “This 
is what you and all of the people are to do.” Then God outlined 
the details and promised his presence “wherever you go.”

Imagine the enormity of that command. Yet Joshua got 
busy right away and proceeded to obey God.

SONG: Trust and Obey
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me to always quickly 

obey you when you speak to me.

—Betty M. Hockett
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Tuesday
May 3 God Speaks, Gideon Questions

BIBLE READING: Judges 6:11-17, 36-40

I barely knew Cindy when she attended George Fox College 
several years before she moved back to Oregon to establish 
residency, then enroll in nursing school. She worked as 
custodian for our church as she waited to begin school, and I 
saw her occasionally, but had no significant conversations with 
her.

Having already prayed and encouraged a daughter through 
nursing school, I understood about the rigorous program Cindy 
would soon undertake. When God said to me, “Pray for Cindy 
when she begins nursing school,” I thought, Good idea.

But instead of telling her when next we met, I dithered. 
How shall I tell her? Will she welcome my prayers? After all, we 
don’t really know each other. I put it off. One evening before 
prayer meeting, I saw Cindy. Instantly I knew, this is the time. 
Without hesitation I pledged, “I will pray for you while you’re 
in nursing school.”

She quickly acknowledged her appreciation, and that 
evening our friendship began. As she worked hard toward be-
coming a registered nurse, we met occasionally and otherwise 
phoned. She informed me about test days and other special 
prayer needs. It turned out we even have the same birthdays. 
She prayed for me, too—a blessing I had not anticipated.

Gideon heard God speak, but proceeded to question him, 
to even reiterate reasons why he could not do as God asked. 
“God, is it really you speaking to me?” Or, “Let me know for 
sure once more.” Does that remind you of anyone you know? 
It’s not unusual that at least some of us, like Gideon, sometimes 
ask for a definite sign from God that we heard him correctly.

SONG: Open My Eyes That I May See
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, keep my mind open to 

hear you and not to question you.
—Betty M. Hockett



44

Wednesday
May 4 God Speaks, Samuel Listens

BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10

The time came for us to look for a house suitable for our 
missionary daughter and her family, soon returning to the 
United States from Kenya. We prayed. God did not answer 
immediately. One morning, feeling somewhat desperate as the 
time for their arrival drew near, I beseeched God once again, 
“Where’s the right house for them?”

In the blink of an eye, I heard God say, “Call Bill.” Yes, 
that sounded reasonable. He and his wife had just moved. 
Maybe their house was still available. I called Bill. “Sorry, but 
our house is already rented. Call Bruce. I think he may have a 
rental available.”

I did, and he did. God made it all clear at exactly the right 
time with exactly the right phone call and exactly the right 
house.

My first remembrance of Sunday school goes back more 
than eighty years to the Bible story of little-boy Samuel, told 
to toddlers in the basement of Greenleaf Friends Academy in 
Idaho. Many years later, as a Sunday school teacher myself, I 
loved telling Samuel’s story to preschoolers.

One Sunday, after I told about Samuel hearing God speak 
to him, an almost-holy hush enveloped our group when one 
little girl said, “I hear him now.”

What a wonderful privilege we have to experience God 
speaking to us individually. We will miss a huge blessing if we 
don’t station ourselves to listen, hear, and then obey.

SONG: Speak to My Heart
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for speaking to me, 

to all of your children, Lord Jesus. Help us hear you, then 
promptly obey.

—Betty M. Hockett
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Thursday
May 5 God Speaks, Elijah Listens

BIBLE READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18

Monday, May 19, 2014, I recorded in my journal I sense the 
winds of change blowing in our direction. Later, I understood 
that God had spoken to me.

That day I noted a few things that could bring changes to 
Gene and me, then added, We need God’s wisdom each day. I 
have never written truer words. Thankfully God spoke to me 
again through several words in Isaiah, including 40:28-31; 
41:10, 13. Those special promises and countless others have 
stood me in good stead before and since.

Two days later, May 21, 2014, our daughter Susan called 
to tell me, “I’m sick.” We didn’t yet realize it, but that day the 
winds of change had, in fact, begun to blow in our direction 
in different and more intense ways than we imagined. For one 
thing, Susan’s health issues would extend deep into 2015.

Elijah enjoyed a close relationship with God, according to 
earlier chapters in 1 Kings. He paid attention when God spoke 
to him. Not only did he listen, he obeyed God, who guided him 
through difficult situations. Then, Jezebel threatened Elijah, 
and he ran away to hide.

It’s easy to forget God’s faithfulness in times past when 
we allow the Oh, poor me syndrome to sweep over us as Elijah 
did. As the winds of change have swept over us since May 
2014, God’s lovingkindness has sustained us.

“We cannot always control life, but we can control how 
we face life,” said General Colin Powell as he spoke at the 
Memorial Day program in Washington, D.C. in 2015. God is the 
great controlling factor in our lives, if we allow him in.

SONG: A Shelter in the Time of Storm
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Kind Father, help me to hear you 

speak, even in times of doubt and fear.

—Betty M. Hockett
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Friday
May 6 God Speaks, I Hear

BIBLE READING: Psalm 37:5, 7; Psalm 32:8; Isaiah 30:21

Our daughter Susan’s health, noted in yesterday’s reading, 
caused us to know anew that she needed to move to a ground-
level living situation, rather than stay in the apartment at the 
top of a set of long, steep stairs. “Lord, show us the way, when, 
and where,” we prayed month after month.

Early on, God replied, “Wait patiently for me to act.” The 
patiently part ended up as the hardest aspect, though we al-
ways felt certain God had the right place for Susan at the right 
time. At last, his answer came all at once, two days after she 
retired from her job of thirty-five years. God, in his providence 
gave us the information we needed. We looked at the home and 
felt certain, “Yes, this is the place. It is all we have prayed for.”

Nonetheless, a day or two later, I wanted additional posi-
tive assurance. “God, is this for sure the right place for Susan?” 
His immediate answer, almost in words I could hear, left no 
doubt. “This is the way, walk ye in it.”

Many times we have thanked the Lord for his faithfulness 
during our time of waiting.

A long list of Scriptures buoyed us. Hymns and favorite 
choruses continued to come to our minds as we spoke to the 
Lord on our daughter’s behalf. Strength for today and bright 
hope for tomorrow, came to us with tuneful encouragement. 
Those that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength did 
the same. God’s gentle assurance upheld us day by day.

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Jesus, that you 

care about all of our needs, and how loving are your ways of 
answering in your perfect timing.

—Betty M. Hockett
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Saturday
May 7 Mary Fisher Listens, Obeys

BIBLE READING: Romans 10:14, 15

One day in 1657, Mary Fisher announced, “God has spoken to 
me and asked me to go see the sultan of Turkey. I am to declare 
to him the power and mercy of the Lord.”

Her friends tried to dissuade her. Turkey is so far from 
England. We’ve heard that the sultan is cruel. He’s the ruler, 
you might not be allowed to see him. Even so, Mary set out, 
affirming, “This is God’s will.”

Arriving in Smyrna, Turkey, she told the English consul 
her reason for traveling to Turkey, “Where will I find the sul-
tan?” He deceived her by directing her to a ship headed for 
Italy. Mary discovered the deception soon after the ship de-
parted. She directed the captain, “Please put me ashore.”

Mary began the arduous six-hundred-mile hike. When 
she asked directions, kind people helped her and sometimes 
offered a ride in their wagons.

At last she saw a man who looked important. “Please 
go to the sultan’s tent,” she requested. “Tell him an English 
woman has come to tell him about the great God.” The next 
day she received a message. “You may see the sultan tomorrow 
morning.”

Dressed in her simple brown Quaker dress, Mary met with 
Sultan Mahomet the Fourth in his colorful, richly-decorated 
tent. After silently asking God’s help, she spoke the message, 
then asked the attentive sultan, “Did you understand?” “Yes,” 
he replied, “and it is truth.” Mary then returned to England. 
She told no one the message God gave her for the sultan.*

SONG: All the Way My Savior Leads Me
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, that you still 

speak to your people today, no matter their language or age.

—Betty M. Hockett

(*“The Six-Hundred-Mile Hike,” from More Than Empty 
Dreams, by Betty M. Hockett, published by Barclay Press, 
1988)


