
Betty M. Hockett 

My husband Gene and I enjoy telling people, “We have five great-
grandchildren.” It’s probably more like bragging. I used to think of 
great-grandparents as aged. Now I know differently. Pictures and 
memories remind us, however, how fast the time has passed since 
our children (the grandparents of these sweet great-grandchildren, 
who at the time of this writing range in age from six years to three 
months) filled our home with busyness for all. 

These days our lives go along at a different pace than fifty or so 
years ago. Retirement brings opportunities that we couldn’t com-
prehend when our children were little and their needs occupied 
much of our time. It also brings less energy. 

Gene and I appreciate our life at Friendsview Retirement Commu-
nity. We keep as busy as we want with gardening, volunteering for 
this and that, and enjoying time with family when possible. Skype 
keeps us in contact with those far away. 

God is good. All the time. 
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Sunday 
May 12 Miracles 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 77:11-14; Psalm 78:12-17; 
Psalm 111:1-3 (Living Bible) 

A year ago I focused my attention for daily Scripture reading 
on a few miracles recounted in the Old Testament and a few 
in the New Testament. Some versions, I discovered, say 
“deeds” instead of “miracles.” These amazing accounts of 
God’s faithfulness show his power, drawing spectators, par-
ticipants, and readers into the wonders of the event, and 
making believers of everyone for all times. Right? 

Wrong! Through many illustrations the Bible explains 
how people forgot and continued to sin against God. 

Noah Webster defines a miracle as “an extremely out-
standing or unusual event….” Two examples that fit the dic-
tionary definition quickly come to mind: the miraculous Red 
Sea crossing (Exodus 14:26-31) and the sun standing still for a 
full day (the moon stopped, too) (Joshua 10:5-15). 

Both of these miracles involved many people who wit-
nessed the public display of God’s power. Other accounts in 
the Bible tell about God working miracles on behalf of only 
one person, such as when he confirmed Gideon’s call to save 
Israel (Judges 6:36-40) or when Jesus healed the invalid man 
beside the pool called Bethesda (John 5:5-9). 

So what about miracles today? For those of us in every-
day situations, lost keys are found, schedules suddenly fit 
together, unexpected funds save the day. Happenstances? No. 
We can claim them as miracles. It’s good, too, when we tell 
others about the wonders of God’s power that take place on 
our behalf. 

SONG: Trusting Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me recognize  

miracles in my everyday life, then remind me to share  
the wonder of these deeds with someone else. 

—Betty M. Hockett 
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Monday 
May 13 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 6:6-7; Joshua 3:7-10 
One Sunday evening last fall we enjoyed a conversation with 
our friends, Tom and Margaret, especially as they shared 
about a Kenyan pastor friend and the time they spent minis-
tering with him in Africa. 

“We keep in contact with him,” Tom explained, “and 
we have several teaching CDs we promised to send to him. 
Each time we send them, however, they come back to us.” 

Our personal experience with packages mailed to Kenya 
prompted us to say, “We gave up sending packages to Kenya. 
Instead we find someone going there and send our packages 
with them.” 

The conversation ended with me saying, “We’ll let you 
know if we hear of anyone going to Kenya.” 

The next day in my regular weekly letter to our family, I 
wrote about that conversation. Here’s the outcome: That same 
day our daughter-in-law, who was in Kenya for a few weeks 
working with Friends secondary schools, told us about a man 
from Iowa soon heading to Kenya. Through Tom, our son in 
Newberg facilitated sending the CDs to the man from Iowa, 
who packed them in his luggage. Upon arrival at his destina-
tion, the traveler delivered the package to the Friends office in 
Kisumu, Kenya, for pickup by Tom’s friend. 

God always has the perfect way of weaving all things 
together. “…So that you may know there is no one like the 
Lord your God” (Exodus 8:10). 

SONG: God Moves in a Mysterious Way 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for helping us 

(me) understand through your timely working that there is no 
one like you. 

—Betty M. Hockett 

So That We May Know 
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Tuesday 
May 14 Waiting 

BIBLE READING: 1 Kings 18:30-39 
“You urgently need a pacemaker,” the doctor in Central Amer-
ica told Marita*, a woman with whom our missionary friend 
Susan* works in Central America. “But we don’t have the 
money,” cried Marita. Susan prayed with her, and together 
they decided to trust the Lord. 

Susan then enlisted friends locally and from the United 
States to give funds and provide prayer support. They re-
sponded generously. Waiting for surgery, Marita curtailed 
physical activity. Two months passed, and unusual circum-
stances postponed the planned surgery: A doctor left on vaca-
tion, taking the only key to the operating room with him. 
Hospital workers went on strike for almost a month following 
the key’s return. Eventually they came back to work, but 
Marita’s procedure was still delayed while workers played 
catch-up with their schedule. 

Another month passed as one surgical unit was remod-
eled into a special all-new operating room, complete with 
modern equipment. Everything was funded by a foreign gov-
ernment. 

At last came the miracle which ended Marita’s waiting. 
She became one of the first patients in the all-new cardiology 
operating room, receiving the urgently needed pacemaker. 

Are you waiting for God to perform a miracle on your 
behalf? Yet even when we believe that all things are possible 
with God, it’s easy to succumb to doubt. We tend to look at 
our situations with unbelieving eyes and minds. At such 
times, remember Elijah and the impossible situation. 

SONG: Trust in the Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, that your 

timing for miracles is always perfect. 
—Betty M. Hockett 

*names changed 



Life-Story from Missions 
by Betty M. Hockett 

A ten-book series written especially for children  
that shares the experiences and Christian commitment  

of ten missionaries from around the world.  
$5.00 each 

Catching Their Talk in a Box 
(Joy Ridderhof) 

From Here to There and Back Again 
(Dr. Charles DeVol) 

Down a Winding Road 
(Roscoe & Tina Knight) 

What Will Tomorrow Bring 
(Ralph & Esther Choate) 

Keeping Them All in Stitches 
(Geraldine Custer) 

Outside Doctor on Call 
(Dr. Ezra DeVol) 

Whistling Bombs and Bumpy Trains 
(Anna Nixon) 

Happiness Under the Indian Trees 
(Catherine Cattell) 

Mud on Their Wheels 
(Vern & Lois Ellis) 

No Time Out 
(George & Dorothy Thomas) 

other books by Betty Hockett include: 

Eight of a Kind 
(fascinating accounts of eight early Quaker heroes) 

Looking Through the Window 
(true stories from missionary experience) 
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Wednesday 
May 15 One Day, Three Miracles 

BIBLE READING: 1 Kings 17:1-9, 15-16 
In the spring of 2012, Chris Bramble (our granddaughter’s 
husband) lost his good accounting job in Indianapolis. Chris, a 
recent graduate of Ball State University, immediately began to 
look for a new job. Time passed, but he could not find em-
ployment, and the unemployment pay for which he applied 
did not come through as expected. 

Since our granddaughter Lizz would graduate from Ball 
State in May, they needed to move out of student housing by 
the end of that month. The couple found the apartment that 
suited their needs, but the building manager explained, 
“Since you don’t have steady income, we can’t rent this apart-
ment to you.” 

Meanwhile, their savings dwindled as they awaited the 
birth of their first child in early July. The couple trusted the 
Lord; family and friends prayed. The move-out deadline 
loomed closer and closer. Then, one day God revealed his 
plan. 

First, the late-arriving unemployment pay came. Next, a 
business offered Chris a part-time job. “Better than nothing,” 
he said. After that, an organization offered him a full-time job 
which he accepted, telling the other employer, “Thank you, 
anyway.” At last, with assurance of a good income, the Bram-
bles secured the apartment they wanted. 

The day of miracles has not passed. Faith and prayer 
still accomplish God’s plan coming about at the right time—
never too early, never too late. 

What miracle have you experienced recently? 

SONG: My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me have faith  

that you will still work miracles for me and for those I  
know and love. 

—Betty M. Hockett 
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Thursday 
May 16 Left Behind 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 77:11-14; 78:12-16 
Several years ago our friends Randall and Sara drove back to 
Newberg from California. They pulled off at a rest stop along 
Interstate 5 and in a few minutes continued north toward 
home. Sometime later, Sara suddenly exclaimed, “I left my 
purse back at the rest stop!” They considered their options, 
but realized they had driven too far to go back. Besides, the 
chance of finding the purse seemed unlikely, even if they 
retraced the miles. 

Here at home Sara told us about her forgetfulness, and 
many of us prayed that some honest woman would find the 
purse and return it. How far did our faith stretch? I’m not 
sure, because humanly speaking, we—at least I—thought it 
impossible that she would ever see her purse again. Our 
prayers, nevertheless, continued. 

One day Sara received a phone call. “I found your purse 
at the rest stop, and I will mail it to you.” And so she did, our 
friend reported, complete with all of the contents. 

“This is a miracle,” we agreed. 
We found it easy to see God’s hand in returning Sara’s 

purse. Even though we know that with God all things are 
possible, sometimes we pray, but  in our humanness, we can’t 
see how God could actually solve this situation. “It would 
take a miracle,” we (I) think. 

Then why are we surprised when God answers with a 
miracle? Perhaps we need more practice praying for what 
appears impossible; then when God answers, don’t act sur-
prised. 

SONG: Only Believe 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me have faith to pray 

for a miracle and then not act surprised when you answer. 
—Betty M. Hockett 
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Friday 
May 17 Jesus! Jesus!* 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 8:23-27 
Rough, hand-printed notes flapped against tree trunks outside 
of Tenwek Hospital in the highlands of Kenya. The notes 
threatened death for hospital staff who did not belong to the 
majority tribe. 

Two nights later an urgent call reached all of the mis-
sionaries. “Come immediately to Dr. Steury’s house.” Jeff and 
Christine Stanfield rushed up the hill in time to hear “Twenty 
armed men are approaching. They’re shouting ‘Death to those 
of the neighboring tribe!’” Dr. Steury instructed the mission-
ary men to take those staff members to a safe place. The mis-
sionary women began to pray. Christine prayed aloud, “Lord, 
if some people need to see how you are protecting us, let them 
see.” 

Meanwhile, the angry mob, armed with swords and 
pangas, tried to break down the door of Mr. and Mrs. Oguta’s 
home. She knew her husband could not keep the horde out-
side. Mrs. Oguta told the missionaries, “The men shouted they 
would kill us. Then I remembered my mother said, ‘If you’re 
in trouble, call on the name of Jesus.’ So I began to cry, ‘Jesus! 
Jesus! Help us now!’ When I looked up, I saw a big hand 
holding the door shut. I knew it was God’s hand keeping us 
safe until the missionaries came and rescued us.” 

The angry men made no more major trouble. God is 
always available, ready to hear us call upon him at any time, 
in any situation. 

SONG: Take the Name of Jesus with You 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, thank you for your  

miracles in times of trouble—and other times as well. 
—Betty M. Hockett 

*A short version of the story “A Hand Against the Door,” from 
  the book Looking Through the Window by Betty M. Hockett 



61 

Saturday 
May 18 Surgery or Death 

BIBLE READING: Luke 8:49-55 
At the end of a long, scorching clinic day in South Sudan, the 
visiting American doctor’s examination of 15-year-old 
Grace’s* left leg revealed a several-inch piece of bone protrud-
ing out the front. The putrid stench of decaying flesh filled the 
room. “Her leg must be surgically repaired or she will die,” he 
told the medical team. “That is a death sentence. She has no 
access to such services. However, we serve a God of hope.” 

The medical staff learned about the year-old leg injury 
and Grace’s two months on the ground as her leg was unable 
to bear weight, followed by Grace forcing herself to walk. 
Grace’s sister had taken her to a hospital in another place, and 
they sat for weeks waiting for a doctor. Then Grace went into 
a church to ask God for a way to get her leg fixed.  

With treatment impossible in Sudan, the medical team 
decided: “She must go to Kenya.” But how? 

 Miracle 1: A missionary surgeon at Tenwek Hospital in 
Kenya agreed to make a way for Grace to get there and 
then oversee her needs. 

 Miracle 2: Before anyone asked for funds, a Christian 
organization in the States offered to fund the surgery. 

 Miracle 3: Grace’s drunken father refused to help her, 
but her sister intervened. By week’s end the two sisters 
received visas, although neither had birth certificates 
and the visa agent was 500 miles away. 

After Grace’s first surgery at Tenwek, doctors reported, 
“We cut out the dead bone. Praise the Lord, a new bone was 
already growing up around it. She will have a long recovery.” 

SONG: Let God Be God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, God, for your  

miraculous power in all situations. 
—Betty M. Hockett 

*name changed 


