
Andy Henry and James Tower 

James Tower and I (Andy Henry) met at Barclay College, a Friends 
Bible school in Kansas. As we prepared for ministry, we became 
friends, journeying together through the spiritual and intellectual 
joys and challenges of college life. I met my wife (Bryanna) at 
school, where James eventually brought his wife (Liz). In 2010, 
James and Liz were blessed with a daughter named Sophie. As 
graduation approached James and I both sensed a call to continue 
our studies at George Fox Evangelical Seminary. Our families moved 
out to Oregon and in together, sharing a home in Newberg.  

James and I have a friendship that is a genuine example of “iron 
sharpening iron” (Proverbs 27:17). We share a heart for shepherding 
and learning, but recognize our differences in personality, perspec-
tive, and certain beliefs such as the peace testimony. Though we 
may reach different conclusions on certain aspects of Christ’s 
peaceable kingdom, we both have a heart for seeing the advance-
ment of this kingdom. We consider our willingness to dialogue and 
debate peacefully to be an expression of the peace testimony. We 
hope this devotional series will be both an expression of peace and 
an invitation to peace. Shalom! 
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Sunday 
January 29 The Call of Christ 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:1-12 
Every person who is called to follow Christ carries the call to 
be a peacemaker. Those who call Jesus “Lord” and “Friend” 
have been entrusted with the “ministry of reconciliation” (2 
Corinthians 5:18). Throughout history Quakers have felt 
uniquely called to integrate peace into their testimony. Some 
have falsely believed that the ministry of peacemaking be-
longs exclusively to pacifists and activists. Every friend of 
Jesus has been given a unique ministry of peace, whether it 
feels small or significant.  

As we discover this ministry, we benefit from remem-
bering that peace is not primarily defined negatively (the 
absence of violence). Rather, peace is defined positively by 
the biblical vision of shalom. Shalom, the Hebrew word for 
“peace,” richly imagines God’s dream for humanity. Shalom 
points to a restored reality of wholeness, righteousness, and 
justice. It points to restored relationships with God, self, oth-
ers, and creation. Our ministry is not one of passively peace-
keeping, but rather an active ministry of peacemaking. We get 
to participate in creating the conditions where God’s shalom 
vision can be realized in the places where we love and labor. 
When we follow this calling we are acting with and like God 
as God’s blessed sons and daughters (v. 9). 

What opportunities has Christ given you to advance his 
peaceable kingdom? What part of God’s shalom vision do you 
imagine for your home, workplace, or community? Ask the 
Prince of Peace to reveal your unique ministry of peace, con-
sidering actions you can take in response. Shalom to you. 

SONG: Your Cause Be Mine 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Prince of Peace, we long for 

your vision of shalom to be realized. Help us to advance your 
peaceable kingdom actively in our lives and relationships. 

—Andy Henry 
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Monday 
January 30 Agape Unbound 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:35 
We often imagine ourselves worthy, but God’s love is uncon-
ditional. Like a parent’s love for a child, it just is. We may 
receive love unconditionally, but when giving love away, we 
often add our own strings. Human nature desires to love those 
who love us and hate those who hate us, but Christ’s com-
mand is “Agape your enemies and pray for those who perse-
cute you” (Matthew 5:44). Luke adds a reason: God is “kind to 
the ungrateful and wicked” (Luke 6:35). Agape, the uncondi-
tional love God has for humankind, seeks the highest good for 
the oppressed as well as the oppressor. Conditional love goes 
only halfway. Free of nationalism, race, or religion, agape 
moves beyond the artificial lines running through the human 
heart, so absent from the heart of God.  

On the cross Jesus ripped down our expectations of who 
would be the greatest, showing the world agape in the face of 
injustice. With nail-scarred hands he reached out to a world 
filled with poverty and pain, a population consisting of tax 
collectors, traitors, and terrorists. Can we see as Jesus did? Do 
we behold the imago Dei of those who hate us? Peace begins 
with the eye able to see redemption as possible for all. May 
we refuse to see terms of ultimatums, but instead allow God to 
give us eyes to see “that of Christ in every person.”  

SONG: They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, unstrap the blinders that 

block your love within me.  
—James Tower 
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Tuesday 
January 31 The Secret of Sustainability 

BIBLE READING: Mark 6:30-32 
If we labor for peace, then we must find solitude to be the 
secret of our sustainability. Jesus sustained his ministry 
through his rhythms of withdrawal and engagement, contem-
plation and action. He frequently spent time in solitude and 
silence where he could hear the recreating words of the Fa-
ther. As Christ’s disciples we have been given an invitation 
into the same sustainable cycle. 

Tragically, our loving labor for shalom can easily be-
come diluted or distorted. Without having a renewing solitude 
as the center our work can easily degenerate into partisan 
politics or bitter burnout. Our frenzied busyness can actually 
become a kind of violence—toward ourselves, our families, 
and the systems we seek to transform. Thomas Merton wrote 
discerningly, “To allow oneself to be carried away by a multi-
tude of conflicting concerns…to commit oneself to too many 
projects, to want to help everyone in everything, is itself to 
succumb to violence” (Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander). 
Noise, hurry, and busyness cut the root of the inner peace that 
sustains our peacemaking. We cannot hope to create peace in 
the outer world if we do not have peace within our own 
hearts. We cannot publicly proclaim peace until we first re-
ceive Christ’s peace in the place of private prayer.  

Compare the rhythm of your life to Christ’s example. 
How often do you spend time in silence and solitude that 
leads to renewal and restoration? How have you seen busy-
ness for good things become “violent” toward your integrity? 
Ask Christ to teach you the secret of sustainability.  

SONG: Peace, Perfect Peace 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Hear and answer Jesus’  

invitation: “Come with me…to a quiet place to get some 
rest” (v. 31) 

—Andy Henry 
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Wednesday 
February 1 The Symbol of the Sword 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 26:47-54 
Tertullian points out that Jesus disarmed Peter as well as all 
those who would carry the sword throughout the centuries. 
Christ’s kingdom is not a kingdom advanced through violence 
or coercion, but rather expands the power of love and justice. 
It moves forward through what Martin Luther King, Jr., called 
“unarmed truth and unconditional love.” 

But “living by the sword” may be something deeper than 
carrying an actual weapon in self-defense. Living by the 
sword leads to a life marked by self-protection, bitterness, and 
anger, constantly armed with psychological weapons to de-
fend one’s egoist kingdom. When we are threatened, we draw 
our sword to harm others. The witness of Jesus stands in 
striking contrast. According to Luke’s gospel Jesus raises his 
almighty hands, not to hurt, but to heal—even his offender. 

The words of Jesus come to us just as they came to Peter: 
“Put away your sword.” His words pierce our hearts like a 
sword themselves (Hebrews 4:12; Revelation 19:15). Jesus 
knows that as long as our hands are occupied grasping swords 
of hurt, they cannot be used as hands of healing. His love 
reaches deep into our hearts, so deep that we surrender as we 
realize our security in his wonderful grace.  

How have you “lived by the sword”? Are there any 
harmful weapons of self-protection that you need to surrender 
to Christ to be transformed from “swords into plow-
shares” (Isaiah 2:4)? Ask Jesus how your hurtful habits can be 
redeemed into healing hands of creative peacemaking. 

SONG: Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, I hear your disarming 

word of loving truth. I surrender my “swords” to you. Make 
me an instrument of creative healing rather than hurt. 

—Andy Henry 
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Thursday 
February 2 A Hospital of Hospitality 

BIBLE READING: Romans 12:9-21 
In Romans 12:9-21 Paul offers a beautifully succinct descrip-
tion of the Christian walk. He speaks of carrying out our ac-
tions with a loving authenticity: George Fox believed that 
living in this manner took away the occasion for all wars. The 
Christians of Paul’s day suffered under persecution; Paul 
reminds them that God is sovereign—they are not. Exacting 
vengeance is not our job, but rather God’s responsibility. As 
far as it depends on us Paul calls us to live at peace with 
everyone (v. 18). As God’s children we do not retaliate for 
injustices, but return a loving response—to act as a hospital of 
hospitality toward even our enemies.  

Martin Luther King, Jr., said, “Peace is not merely a 
distant goal that we seek, but a means by which we arrive at 
that goal.” External approaches to removing sin from our 
world are doomed to fail; for this reason Christ took on flesh 
and came personally to earth. The bombing of an “evildoer” 
on our behalf can never replace bold proclamation of the good 
news of Jesus to those who need him. 

Let us remember we serve a God who seeks after the 
oppressor as well as the oppressed, a God who changes names 
and hearts, a God who turns terrorists into tools of the “Master 
Builder.”  

SONG: Where Charity and Love Prevail 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, we pray that you will 

extend peace to the troops of our country, and also that you 
will break “scales” off the eyes of Islamic leaders, equipping 
them to reach their nations with the gospel of peace.  

—James Tower 
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Friday 
February 3 A Holy Harvest 

BIBLE READING: Galatians 5:22 
Galatians 5:22 reminds us that peace is a byproduct of divine 
love that the Holy Spirit labors towards. This miracle of peace 
is nothing short of participation in the very nature of God. In 
our day we have lost sight of the inherently destructive and 
labor-intensive process of “sowing and reaping.” When we 
want to eat a piece of fruit, we walk into a store, make our 
choice, pay, and walk out. Not so in the ancient world: sowing 
happened in its season. Men’s hands and animals’ legs tore at 
the earth, families scattered seed, and God brought rain, sun, 
and life. After months of pruning, weeding, and protecting, 
the first fruits would come. Then, the fruit would swell and 
bloom, filling the field. Harvest was a time of hard work, but 
also a time of celebration! 

We should expect nothing less when seeking peace. 
Peace cannot be purchased; like farming seeking peace is a 
journey, a process without shortcuts, a messy affair involving 
calluses, and waiting. Peace needs God’s grace to bring the 
water, sun, and life, but also people who want peace strongly 
enough to get their hands dirty. We must be willing to rip the 
ground and toss the seeds ourselves. After all, vineyards do 
not happen by accident! Peace requires human participation 
in spreading life amongst the dust and weeds. We cannot 
“reap peace” and taste its fruit at harvest if we are not plant-
ing its seed in love today.  

SONG: For the Fruits of This Creation 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Examine your clothing labels. 

Ask the Lord to extend peace to the countries and people who 
made these garments. 

—James Tower 
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Saturday 
February 4 The Prayers of Peace 

BIBLE READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
The Way of Christ can be hard: sometimes we settle for the 
alternative ways of cynicism, criticism, and complaining 
about the failures of our civil leaders. To borrow Walter 
Wink’s phrase “Naming and Disarming the Powers” is an 
important element of peacemaking to be sure. Leaders who 
deceive, distract, and destroy should be held accountable. 
While the church is tasked with this prophetic proclamation 
Scripture also calls God’s people to move from constant criti-
cism to persistent prayer. 

The author of First Timothy (probably Paul) traces a 
direct link from prayer to peace. He invites God’s people to 
offer “requests, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving” (v. 1) 
for “all those in authority” (v. 2). As the authorities are held in 
prayer, people are released to “live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness” (v. 3). Prayers and pray-ers make 
history and make peace; the ministry of prayer is a ministry of 
peace. 

Take some time to pray on behalf of local, national, and 
international leaders. Pray that God would give them courage 
and compassion. Pray that their decisions would not be moti-
vated by self-interest, but rather be marked by concern for the 
common good, especially the most vulnerable among us (Mat-
thew 25:31-46). Pray that our world’s leaders would not be 
powers of harm, but powers of good to those who wish to live 
peaceful and holy lives. Pray that their judgments will release 
a “mighty stream” of justice and righteousness (Amos 5:24). 

SONG: Christ for the World We Sing 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Christ our King, thank you  

for giving us leaders to maintain peace and order in our  
communities. We pray for all those in authority: may they 
make decisions that lead to peace and justice.  

—Andy Henry 


