
Louise George 

This week’s devotionals were inspired, in part, from a chance en-
counter at the Saturday Market in Boise with an organization that 
helps recently arrived refugees adapt to their new culture and 
home. The more I heard the stories of people without a country, the 
more I understood the biblical truth that for the people of God, this 
world is not our home. Nevertheless, even living as aliens, we live 
with hope because God’s promises are true and he is faithful. 

My husband, Gil, and I are living once again in our home in Boise, 
Idaho, having completed more than 45 years of pastoral and mission 
work in Northwest Yearly Meeting. We like to think of this period of 
our lives as a kind of sabbatical as we rest and wait for the next 
work God gives to us. 
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Sunday 
May 25 This World Is Not My Home 

BIBLE READING: Hebrews 11:13-16 
An organization in Boise assists recently arrived refugees in 
our community. “Being a refugee is about three things,” I read 
in a booklet of their stories. “It is about (1) the flight from vio-
lence and disruption; (2) the wait, sometimes for years, for a 
new homeland; and (3) the hope for opportunities to build a 
new and safe life.” 

What a remarkable description of what it’s like for Christ 
followers to live in this world! We are keenly aware that this 
world is not our real home. We live with violence and dis-
order, fear and uncertainty, death, separation, persecution, 
suffering, corruption and deceit. 

Jesus told his disciples that “in this world you will  
have trouble” (John 16:33, emphasis added). Not maybe, but 
certainly. The other shoe will drop. At one time or another, 
everyone experiences troubles: troubles in violent forms 
sometimes; troubles that come with illness, poverty, or  
estrangement within families; troubles because of fractured 
relationships in homes, marriages, churches, and nations.  
We live with the distortions of what God created as good, so 
troubles dot the landscape of every person’s life. 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may 
have peace…. Take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 
16:33). 

As refugees, we are offered a safe place in the midst of 
all that’s wrong in our lives and in the world. “In me,” Jesus 
tells us, “you may have peace.” 

SONG: Near to the Heart of God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for providing refuge 

in this world. Remind us that the only safe place is in you. 
—Louise George 
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Monday 
May 26 Waiting for a New Homeland 

BIBLE READING: Lamentations 3:19-27 
A refugee has been displaced. War or violence forces people 
from their homes and security. Now strangers in another 
country, but not citizens, they must wait…and wait some 
more. Suspended in a camp, they live sometimes for years 
while waiting either to return to their own countries or re-
ceive visas to a new homeland. 

Job, Jeremiah, and David are examples of people who 
were in a kind of waiting room. Job didn’t even know how he 
got in his place of waiting. He couldn’t have known that God 
had offered him up to Satan to prove that Job’s loyalty and 
reverence for God had nothing to do with his material com-
fort. Having lost everything, Job sat on an ash heap without a 
clue to his future. Yet in the midst of a painful and shameful 
place, he uttered these words: “I know that my redeemer 
lives” (Job 19:25). 

Jeremiah wrote pages of laments about Israel’s rejection 
of God. Not only that, as God’s chosen spokesperson, his pro-
phetic voice got him thrown in prison. But the lament turned 
to praise when he proclaimed, “Yet this I call to mind and 
therefore I have hope: Because of the Lord’s great love we are 
not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:21). 

David, pursued relentlessly by King Saul, despaired of 
ever seeing God’s promises fulfilled, but out of his misery 
came songs of praise and adoration for God. “Why are you 
downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your 
hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my 
God” (Psalm 42:11). 

SONG: Why So Downcast, O My Soul? 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: At the end of our laments,  

help us to put our trust in you. 
—Louise George 
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Tuesday 
May 27 Hoping for a Better Life 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 33:20-22 
Like refugees on hold, many of us feel stuck in this place of 
waiting. As far as we can see, there is no apparent change on 
the horizon. Hovering on despair, we scarcely dare hope. The 
longer the wait, the less we hope and the more obscure is the 
future.  

Somehow Job, Jeremiah, and David managed to rise out 
of discouragement to grab that golden ring of hope and live 
beyond their circumstances. How did they do that? 

For all three of these men, their hope in God took them 
past despair to a place above the impossible. For all three, 
what they knew about God when they stumbled into the wait-
ing room made it possible to confidently expect God to be  
present and working. Amazingly, their hope in God was not 
contingent on their rescue. They didn’t hope in God because 
they believed he could get them out of the mess they were in; 
they hoped in God because they knew he was the true God, 
the trustworthy One. They understood he was the Creator and 
they the created beings. Their hope was based on God’s stead-
fast love. 

We are reminded that no valley is too dark, nor any load 
too heavy that hope in God can’t transform us where we are. 

SONG: My Faith Has Found a Resting Place 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help us to have the courage  

to live out our belief that you are our hope. 
—Louise George 
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Wednesday 
May 28 Wait and Hope: Fraternal Twins 

BIBLE READING: Romans 8:22-23 
At first glance it seems that wait and hope have little in com-
mon. In Spanish, wait and hope are the same word: esperar. 
When looking at these words in Hebrew, we discover that 
each carries a nuance of the other. Hope contains the sense of 
something we are looking toward and don’t yet have, but 
rather we have the assurance that in time it will come about. 
Wait—it will happen. 

We might even say that hope and wait are like fraternal 
twins, genetically connected by trust and confidence. Hope is 
born out of confidence that what God says is true. Hope trusts, 
harboring no doubt. 

Wait is hope in action. Wait acts as though what is 
hoped for will certainly, undoubtedly come about. This is in 
stark contrast to the world’s view of hope. Outside the spiri-
tual realm, hope always contains an element of doubt: Maybe 
it will happen, maybe it won’t. 

For refugees in camp, time spent waiting in this strange 
holding position is made bearable only by hope—hope of get-
ting out, moving to a new home, gaining a new life. Some 
move out quickly, but most wait years to relocate. For those of 
us who are refugees in this world, we have confidence that 
God is present in everything we confront. The same God who 
promised a hope and a future to Israel also promises hope to 
us. 

Without this hope, we’d all wait in despair. 

SONG: Until Then 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Father, for being 

present with us always. No matter what we face, you are our 
hope and strength. 

 —Louise George 
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Thursday 
May 29 Strength Comes While Waiting 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 40:28-31 
Life goes on in a refugee camp. Children grow up with only 
memories (often horrific) of their former life. Babies only 
know life in camp. A temporary shelter has become home. 
Makeshift schools educate children while routine provides 
structure. Days pass amid suffering, loss, hunger, trauma, and 
uncertainty; yet those same days provide opportunities for 
growth and change. Every day offers a choice to live with ex-
pectation or despair. 

Citizens of the kingdom of God also live in a world with-
out peace and security. And we also have choices. How we 
choose to live in our own waiting rooms determines whether 
we grovel or fly. We can blame God for letting these miserable 
circumstances happen to us, or we can invite God to come 
into the pain and confusion and despair we are in. We can put 
our trust in God our Father and let him carry us through this, 
using our waiting time as a period of change and transforma-
tion. 

Like Jeremiah, some of us will have to continue living in 
the difficult place we are in. It doesn’t matter in the end, be-
cause allowing God to make good out of our pain for his glory 
means that we’re going to be strengthened to carry on. “But 
those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow 
weary, they will walk and not be faint.” 

SONG: Teach Me, Lord, to Wait 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for using my wait 

time to make me stronger in you. 
—Louise George 
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Friday 
May 30 Stay Connected to the Vine 

BIBLE READING: John 14:10-11; John 15:1-8 
Jesus gave us a remarkable guide for while we live as refugees 
in this world. He reassured his disciples that even though he 
was returning to his Father, they would not be left alone. Just 
like his Father lived in him, Jesus’ Spirit would now live in 
his followers. 

Walking through a vineyard just before his arrest, Jesus 
graphically illustrated how to go on living while refugees in 
the world. I’m paraphrasing a bit here, but it helps to listen to 
this conversation that is relevant to us even now: 

I am in the Father; you are in me and I am in you. See 
this grapevine? I’m that vine, the rootstock. You are the 
branches, the shoots that grow out of me. My Father is the 
Gardener, the Vinedresser. He cultivates and prunes the 
grapevines. You are connected to me, the Vine, so that you 
can produce fruit. That’s your purpose. But to produce fruit, 
the branches have to stay connected to the vine. You must 
stay connected to me to bear fruit. 

If you don’t stay connected to me, you can’t produce 
fruit. You have no value in the kingdom of God, and like a 
dead branch on a grapevine, you’ll be tossed away. 

I am connected to the Father and I do exactly what my 
Father tells me. That’s how I show my love for him. You, my 
friends, cannot do anything of value for the kingdom unless 
you stay connected to me. 

God knows how desperately we need him to live pro-
ductively and purposefully in this world. We little dust balls 
can’t go it alone in this refugee camp. Staying connected to 
Jesus guarantees help is available whenever we ask for it. 
Apart from him we can do nothing. 

SONG: God Will Take Care of You 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Gracious Father, we accept our 

limitations and trust ourselves to your limitlessness. 
—Louise George 
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Saturday 
May 31 Fruit Happens 

BIBLE READING: John 15:8-17 
We may live as refugees in this world, but we can live pur-
posefully. The grapevine doesn’t have to consider whether to 
produce fruit; it simply does because fruit is the product of a 
plant’s growing cycle. In a healthy plant, fruit happens. 

We are designed by God to bear fruit. We’re not on 
Camp Earth to mark time until we get called to our real home. 
We’re here to bear fruit. Choosing to stay connected to Jesus 
guarantees fruit—fruit, Jesus said, that glorifies his Father and 
reflects God to every other person we meet. The moon, which 
has no light of its own, reflects the light of the sun and illumi-
nates our dark nights. In the same way, fruit that is produced 
in us by the presence of Jesus through his Spirit reflects God 
and lights up this dark world. 

It is not enough to simply live: We live to produce fruit. 
Fruit can only be produced through our connection to Jesus, a 
connection formed by our decision to be obedient just as the 
Son loved the Father and did exactly what the Father asked. 
Fruit happens because of connection and commitment, even 
in the struggles we encounter. Fruit happens not because of 
our ability to make it happen, but because of God’s ability to 
bring good out of obedience—even in tough experiences. 

Fruit produced in us through the Spirit is the means by 
which others are touched by God. The love, tenderness, and 
compassion of God are poured out on others through us. Gen-
tleness and patience smooth and heal. Generosity and joy 
bathe a dry and deprived spirit. The fruit produced in us is 
the light of Christ in a dark world. 

SONG: The Bond of Love 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Abba Father, let your light 

shine before those around us that they may see you and be 
drawn to you. 

—Louise George 


