
Louise George 

After coming out of a very brief retirement in 2009, my husband Gil 
and I moved to north central Idaho to pastor Woodland Friends 
Church, a small church in a rural community above the Clearwater 
River. It is a beautiful place to live, and during our nearly three 
years here, we have come to love the people who are our neighbors 
and friends. 

This week’s devotional series features lessons about Jehoshaphat 
found in 2 Chronicles. We first encountered an amazing rendition of 
this story in a children’s musical called Fat, Fat Jehoshaphat. The 
challenge to seek God when we don’t know what to do has become 
an important part of how we live out our faith. 

This past summer we turned this musical into a vacation Bible 
school curriculum. In an amazing collaboration of young adults, 
children, and older adults, we wrote the curriculum with five les-
sons from Jehoshaphat, taught the children the songs of the musi-
cal, and gave a polished performance on Friday night to a packed 
house. Our one goal was to implant God’s Word into the kids’ hearts 
through music and story during a fun-packed week. We’ve seen the 
impact it had on other kids in other churches, and we know that 
God is faithful to keep on teaching. May you also experience the 
truth found in these lessons this week! 
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Sunday 
February 10 

Lessons from Jehoshaphat: 
God Is with You 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 41:10; 2 Chronicles 16:9 
God is watching for those whose lives are committed to him, 
and he is waiting to give strength and wisdom for the work 
he’s given us to do. We see a remarkable picture of God’s 
involvement in the lives of the kings of Israel and Judah. One 
message is clear: no king was wise enough or powerful 
enough to defeat his enemies on his own terms. The only 
chance for victory came from seeking help from God. The 
story of King Jehoshaphat is like a textbook of instructions for 
dealing with problems we encounter. 

The lessons actually begin with Jehoshaphat’s father 
Asa, king of Judah. Asa did what was good and right in the 
eyes of the Lord (2 Chronicles 14:2). After removing the 
foreign altars and places of worship, he directed his people to 
seek the Lord and obey his laws and commands. God was 
with him and helped him. But later a prophet came to the 
king and rebuked him for putting his trust in others rather 
than God. God was watching and waiting to give strength. But 
in a moment of crisis, Asa’s commitment to God faltered and 
he faced failure.  

Asa’s son Jehoshaphat began his reign on a similar note. 
He caved when King Ahab ridiculed his suggestion to seek 
God’s counsel about going to war. King Ahab died in battle, 
and Jehoshaphat narrowly escaped death. That wake-up call 
strengthened his resolve to turn to God.  

I am comforted in knowing that God’s eyes see my heart 
and that he graciously leads me through the complex 
problems that are part of my life.  

SONG: His Eye Is on the Sparrow 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Father, for seeing 

my heart all these years, for giving me strength to do what 
you desired each step of the way. 

—Louise George 
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Monday 
February 11 

Lessons from Jehoshaphat: 
Stay True to the True God 

BIBLE READING: 2 Chronicles 17:1-11 
When we commit to follow Christ, God is with us, even from 
our early years. He blesses a life fully devoted to himself. 
Jehoshaphat’s story begins with these words: “The Lord was 
with Jehoshaphat because in his early years he walked in the 
ways his father David had followed” (v. 3) and he was 
“devoted to the ways of the Lord” (v. 6). This good king set 
out on a massive educational campaign for the purpose of 
teaching the people from the book of the law. Even 
neighboring kingdoms were influenced by that teaching and 
left Judah in peace out of awe for their God. 

What a remarkable picture of godly leadership! 
Jehoshaphat understood that these chosen people of God, 
influenced as they were by pagan worship, must be taught 
about God and hear God’s word. Their God was the true and 
living God who had made a covenant with them and was 
worthy of their worship. This lesson is just as valuable today. 
We live in a world where people worship gods of their own 
making. These false gods are distorted versions of the true 
God, made up out of random assumptions about God that are 
not necessarily true. For some, their God is harsh and 
punishing without love and compassion. When bad things 
happen, this is the God blamed. Others have a God based on a 
parent who could never be pleased.  

Teaching the truth about God has become my driving 
passion! I long to help people embrace the truth of God as 
revealed in his Word. God wants us to know him. He longs for 
us to trust who he is. 

SONG: I Surrender All 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help us understand how 

much you want us to know you, and let us embrace the truth 
about you. 

—Louise George 
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Tuesday 
February 12 

Lessons from Jehoshaphat: 
See Others Through God’s Eyes 

BIBLE READING: 2 Chronicles 19:4-11 
The lessons from Jehoshaphat have been important guideposts 
for Gil and me over the last 25 years. God has taken us back 
again and again to these reminders of who he is and what 
trust in him looks like. But the lesson from this Scripture 
today is particularly fresh and difficult, even painful. This is a 
lesson about judging. 

A friend recently made a statement that deeply offended 
me. It reeked of ignorance and prejudice, and I spent hours 
forming arguments and denouncements in my head. But I had 
my own partial views from which I was judging her. Then I 
read today’s Scripture, and all my arguments slammed up 
against Jehoshaphat’s wise instruction to those he had 
appointed as judges. It turns out I am not to judge for myself 
(or for my opinions). My preferences are not the standard. 
When we sit in judgment on others, we delight at times in 
assigning unworthy motives to them. Unfortunately, the 
plumb line we’re using is flawed because it’s human opinion, 
not God’s. 

Many people around me have strongly held beliefs about 
all sorts of things. To me, measured against my own strongly 
held beliefs, they may even seem wrong. But God has been 
working on me, asking me to remove the labels I’ve placed on 
others based on their beliefs, and then remove the ones I’ve 
proudly put on myself. Like tearing off an adhesive bandage, 
it hurts! But it’s only without labels that I can see others 
through God’s eyes. Then can I approach another person 
without prejudice or partiality. 

SONG: May the Mind of Christ, My Savior 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Shine your light on my heart to 

reveal my motives, my thoughts, and my prejudices that are 
not your own. 

—Louise George 
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Wednesday 
February 13 

BIBLE READING: 2 Chronicles 20:1-12 
Today’s lesson is simple: establish the habit of asking God for 
help! Jehoshaphat was confronted with the horrible reality 
that a massive army from three rival nations was coming 
against Judah. Judah didn’t stand a chance, and the king knew 
it. Was he afraid? Undoubtedly. Did he feel powerless? For 
sure. Had he run out of ideas? Probably. But we’re told that 
Jehoshaphat “resolved to inquire of the Lord” (v. 3). He 
positioned himself humbly before the only One who could 
help, and he did it publicly in a call to worship and 
supplication involving all the people of Judah. 

In a prayer that acknowledged the truth about God, 
Jehoshaphat cried out to the God of his forefathers, the true 
and living God of heaven and earth, the ruler of all kingdoms 
and nations. He recognized their powerlessness, that no mere 
human can do what God can, nor begin to comprehend his 
mind. The king claims the covenantal promise God made with 
his people, and with confidence he accepts that God will hear 
their cries of distress. 

So many times (and mostly on my face before God), I 
have prayed these very words: “I’m powerless. I don’t know 
what to do. I don’t know the answer. But I know that you do, 
and I’m looking to you for help.” Together Gil and I have 
prayed that prayer while seeking God for help. We’ve prayed 
it with individuals, and we’ve prayed it with congregations. It 
is the starting place for releasing the power of God in 
otherwise impossible situations. God delights in our 
admission that we need him! 

SONG: Seek Ye First 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: We need you in every way 

imaginable. You are our only hope and strength. Come, Lord 
Jesus, and help us each day. 

—Louise George 

Lessons from Jehoshaphat 
Ask God for Help! 
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Thursday 
February 14 

Lessons from Jehoshaphat: 
Our Battles Belong to the Lord 

BIBLE READING: 2 Chronicles 20:13-17 
The battle is not yours, but God’s. And because the battle is 
not ours to fight, we don’t have to be afraid or discouraged. 
God delivered that very message to Gil and me almost 30 
years ago. We were facing a situation that could have 
adversely impacted our lives and the church we pastored. The 
enemy who seeks to destroy is actually God’s enemy and we 
were the threatened victims. Those powerful words came to 
us in a couple of different ways during that time, and we hung 
onto them with our very lives. 

Again and again since then, we’ve claimed the truth of 
those words. The battle, in whatever form it comes, is not ours 
to fight. God will fight for us. Not maybe, but certainly. We 
have only to take up our position of faith in him, and trust 
God for deliverance. It’s not enough to simply say we believe 
God can deliver us from the dilemma in which we find 
ourselves. We have to act on that belief, get our hands off 
what we can’t resolve, and let God bring a resolution that 
accomplishes his purposes and glorifies himself. 

David understood this and wrote: “In the morning, O 
Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests 
before you and wait in expectation” (Psalm 5:3). This kind of 
waiting rings with anticipation and expectancy. It is not a 
baseless hope, but a hope founded on who God is. It is this 
same foundation on which we stand while waiting for God to 
fight our battles and resolve our conflicts. Confidence replaces 
fear and resignation for us when we act on what we believe 
about God. 

SONG: The Battle Belongs to the Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Remind me, Lord, that you are 

honored to be allowed to fight for us. We need you! 
—Louise George 
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Friday 
February 15 

Lessons from Jehoshaphat 
Faith Inspires Worship 

BIBLE READING: 2 Chronicles 20:18-21 
Jehoshaphat began his rule by establishing his commitment to 
follow in the ways of King David before him, and now he 
must act on what he believes. With specific instructions about 
where to go and what to do, Jehoshaphat prepared his army to 
march into battle, a battle that God promised to fight. And 
then in a deliberate action of faith, the king appointed some 
men to move out ahead of the army, singing and praising God 
before they ever saw the victory. They simply marched in the 
confidence that God was at work and he would accomplish 
his purpose. This battle, they were reminded, was not their 
own, but it was God’s. 

It’s interesting that God called these people to “go out to 
face them tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you” (v. 17). 
He called them to believe what he said and to act on it, to 
follow God’s commands and to demonstrate their belief. How 
did Jehoshaphat demonstrate this belief? By worshiping God, 
bowing down before him in praise and thanksgiving, leading 
all the people to follow. In servant leadership King 
Jehoshaphat taught the people to act on their faith in God. 

I used to think it prudent to wait until God had 
answered before thanking him. Now I understand how 
important worship is as an expression of our faith, even before 
the answer comes. God who never changes is continually and 
constantly worthy of our praise. His love and faithfulness 
endures forever. Worship sincerely expresses our confidence 
in God who is the overcomer in all situations. Nothing is too 
hard for him. 

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, let my confidence 

in you break forth in singing your praises, even before I see 
the results with my eyes. 

—Louise George 
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Saturday 
February 16 

Lessons from Jehoshaphat: 
Live a Life That Honors God 

BIBLE READING: 2 Chronicles 20:22-30 
The last lesson from Jehoshaphat brings us full circle. Before 
the story of Jehoshaphat began, we saw the life of his father 
Asa who “did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord 
his God” (2 Chronicles 14:2). His son witnessed Asa’s 
commitment to God and even his failures. God blessed him 
and the nation of Judah for following God, and Jehoshaphat 
knew that. God was honored and glorified by those who chose 
to seek him. All the kingdoms around them were in awe of 
this God who fought against their enemies. 

How we live our life matters to God. It matters in part 
because our life can be lived in peace (regardless of the 
circumstances), but also because those around us can see God 
in our faithfulness to him. Our kids can see this. Our 
neighbors and friends can see this. It’s not a showy, look-at-
me demonstration, but a quietly consistent life committed to 
listening and responding to Jesus’ call to follow him. It is 
acting out of our faith in obedience to do what he asks us to 
do: To love our neighbor. To love God by obeying him. To 
take him at his word when he says, “Whoever serves me must 
follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father 
will honor the one who serves me” (John 12:26). 

As I wrote my story for my fiftieth class reunion, I 
realized my life’s accomplishments made a pretty short list! 
No amount of degrees or awards or financial gains mean 
anything to God. Those are only measures used in this world. 
The only thing that matters to God is whether I did what was 
good and right in his eyes. That’s the only thing worth 
recording. What will your eternal epitaph be? 

SONG: Find Us Faithful 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Purify my heart so that 

everything I do will be pleasing in your eyes. 
—Louise George 


