
Louise George 

After almost a year of retirement from pastoral ministry, my hus-
band Gil and I have moved from Boise to north central Idaho to 
pastor Woodland Friends Church. This small church is located on a 
mountain above the nearest town of Kamiah, and it is surrounded by 
beautiful rolling hills that seem to go on forever. We are here sim-
ply because it was clear that God invited us to join him in what he is 
doing in this community. After wrestling with the question of 
whether that is what he was asking of us, God made it clear to us 
that we could choose whether to stay in Boise or join him here. Put 
in those terms we knew that joining him in Woodland was what we 
wanted to do. Out of that experience came an awareness of the 
significance of an invitation and the choices that follow; hence 
these devotionals that explore invitations that Jesus has given us. 
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Sunday 
October 10 An Invitation to a Wedding 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 22:1-14 
Recently we received a wedding invitation that read The 
honor of your presence is requested…. 

We receive so many invitations we don’t focus on the 
meaning of the words. Brides and grooms have become more 
creative and individual in the invitations they send, but the 
honor of your presence is the traditional expression. 

For a women’s luncheon last spring we intentionally 
worded the invitations to read The Honor of Your Presence Is 
Requested. We weren’t deluded. The women who wanted to 
come would be there. Some would choose not to come be-
cause a spring tea doesn’t appeal to them. Some had previous 
commitments and couldn’t or wouldn’t change those appoint-
ments for the sake of a Saturday luncheon. The wording of the 
invitation made no difference in this case. 

If, however, an invitation with those words had come 
from the White House or Buckingham Palace I’m fairly certain 
most of us would clear our calendar. To refuse such a privi-
lege would be unthinkable. To disregard an invitation that is 
given by a head of state would deliberately dishonor the giver. 
The cue here is the person behind the invitation, isn’t it? If the 
recipient values the giver and understands the privilege to 
have been invited, every effort will be made to be in atten-
dance for the sake of the giver. 

Is it any wonder then that Jesus described the king as 
angry because his invitation to the wedding feast of his son 
was so casually disregarded? If we really understand who God 
is, would we turn down his invitation? 

SONG: Jesus Is Calling 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Let me never underestimate 

your value and worth by not accepting your invitation to 
participate with you in your work. 

—Louise George 
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Monday 
October 11 An Invitation to Come 

BIBLE READING: John 12:26 
An invitation—as opposed to a summons, a subpoena, or a 
command—is open-ended. The recipient can choose to accept 
or reject the request for attendance or participation. 

Jews during Jesus’ time on earth sought out a prominent 
Rabbi for their sons’ education. Jesus, however, sought out his 
own students. They weren’t drafted nor ordered to attend this 
Rabbi’s classes. They were simply invited to join Jesus, to 
learn of him, to participate with him in the work of his Father. 
No one was forced to “Come, follow me.” 

Each of these men had a radical choice to make: to con-
tinue life as he knew it, or walk away from that life and take a 
chance on a man who just might be the Messiah. Not knowing 
how much their lives would change, they all chose to accept 
the invitation to join Jesus. 

Jesus invited twelve men to follow him and sit under his 
teaching. These men were invited to participate with the work 
that God was involved in through his Son. “Come,” he said. 
“Follow me.” To follow Jesus means that he is now our 
Leader, our Lord, our Teacher. Wherever he is we also will be. 
You lead, I’ll be there. That’s what it means to choose to fol-
low. The mystery to me is that those twelve men chose to join 
with Jesus with so little knowledge about him and who he 
was. We get to read the end of the story, to study the evidence, 
to trust him because he has already proved trustworthy. 

We’re issued the same invitation: “Come, follow me.” If 
we really understand who Jesus is, would we turn down his 
invitation to follow him? 

SONG: Follow, I Will Follow Thee, My Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for your invitation 

to follow you. You have proved trustworthy and faithful  
in all you do. 

—Louise George 
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Tuesday 
October 12 An Invitation to Rest 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 11:28-30 
Just a week after we moved to our new home next door to 
Woodland Friends Church in north central Idaho, the pump 
that brought water to the house and church stopped working. 
Early on Sunday morning an invitation came, “Come to our 
house. Take your showers here and have breakfast with us.” 
We joyfully accepted their invitation because they offered us 
what we most needed right then: water and food. 

Not quite a week later a powerful wind storm knocked 
down trees and power lines. The first afternoon we managed to 
stay warm enough by layering our clothes. Cold sandwiches 
and fruit made a good enough meal. By the next morning, 
though, the house was colder. Again a phone call came: “Come 
to our house. Our power is back on and we have heat and a hot 
breakfast.” We happily accepted that invitation because even 
more important to us than breakfast was the chance to use 
their water and stand by their wood stove! Our immediate 
needs were met. Before the power came on we accepted two 
other invitations to meals and warmth from people who al-
ready had power. These invitations were wonderful gifts. 

Jesus offered an amazing invitation, an invitation issued 
to all who are weary and tired, to those at the end of their 
resources, to those who are carrying loads that have grown too 
heavy to bear. He simply and sincerely invites us to come to 
him with our loads, with our tired and worn bodies and spir-
its. “Come,” he says, “and let me take your loads for you. Trust 
me with that which has bent your back and your spirit and I 
will take it upon myself. I’ll carry it and you can rest while 
joined with me.” (My paraphrase.)  

SONG: Come, Everyone That Thirsteth 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Remind me every day that food 

and water from you is essential to my life in you. 
—Louise George 
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Wednesday 
October 13 An Invitation to Believe 

BIBLE READING: John 3:1-21 
In a Women’s Bible Study on the Gospel of John, I often re-
ferred to the apostle as “my friend John.” I sense in his writing 
his passion that readers believe and are convinced that “Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name” (John 20:31). 

My friend John saw Jesus with his own eyes. He walked 
with Jesus, talked with Jesus, and ate with Jesus. He witnessed 
Jesus’ works and heard Jesus’ words. He experienced the 
horror of Jesus’ death and the wonder of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Friend John became a convinced believer in Jesus, the Son of 
God. And because of his testimony (and others’) I too believe. 

Nicodemus came to Jesus out of sight and hearing of his 
fellow Pharisees because he wanted to know for himself the 
truth about Jesus. He’d heard a lot of talk about this man from 
Galilee, a lot of opinions and assertions. In the end, Jesus cut 
to the core of his questioning with this statement: “...everyone 
who believes in him may have eternal life” (v. 16, my para-
phrase). 

Believe. To accept as true. That’s the invitation Jesus 
extended to Nicodemus and the same invitation he still ex-
tends to every one of us. Accept as true that Jesus is God’s 
Son. Accept as true that God so loved every good or bad per-
son in the world that he sent Jesus, his Son, to give eternal life 
to whoever believes. The invitation to believe is an offer to 
exchange condemnation for forgiveness and life. 

If I truly believe that Jesus is God’s Son how can I not 
believe everything else he tells me about himself? 

SONG: I Know Whom I Have Believed 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you for the simple invi-

tation to believe who you are! May others be strengthened by 
the belief that you have so firmly planted in me. 

—Louise George 
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Thursday 
October 14 An Invitation to Eat and Drink 

BIBLE READING: John 4:31-34; John 6:35-36 
Basic human need can be summed up in three words: food, 
water, and shelter. Survival is possible if these three needs are 
met. By contrast, at the end of life when the body’s organs 
begin to shut down, there is no longer a craving for food or 
water. It is life that requires nourishment and hydration. 

In that context then, think about Jesus’ words. Jesus 
asserts that he is the bread of life, the nourishment that is 
required for life to continue, life that is not limited to days on 
earth but has eternal dimensions. The invitation to believe 
who he truly is, is also an invitation to be nourished by him 
so that the life that really matters—life eternal—may flourish 
within us. The physical body may hunger and thirst and 
eventually perish but eating and drinking of the Bread of Life 
gives us life without end. 

When the disciples returned with food bought in town 
and found Jesus sitting by the well with the Samaritan 
woman, the first thing they said to him was, “...eat some-
thing.” “You’re hungry. We brought food, now eat!” 

His response was startling: “I have food to eat that you 
know nothing about.” 

Trapped in a physical world, his friends were puzzled. 
“Food? Who brought him food?” 

Jesus, however, was not talking about the physical world 
and physical needs. He knew exactly the source for his own 
life and power. 

If I truly understand who Jesus is, how can I possibly 
feed only the body that will die? How can I not feed on the 
Bread of Life regularly? 

SONG: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Create in us the awareness of 

our desperate need to be fed and nourished by you. 
—Louise George 
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Friday 
October 15 An Invitation to Trust 

BIBLE READING: John 14:1-14 
One of our granddaughters was three years old when she and 
her mother got stuck in a malfunctioning elevator. Being 
trapped made an indelible impression on that little girl. For 
several years, she only went in an elevator in a state of near-
panic. She wasn’t interested in our explanations or reassur-
ances. Truth for her was that it had happened once and it 
could happen again. It didn’t matter that both her parents and 
grandparents loved her dearly and would never risk endanger-
ment. She could not let go of her fear long enough to trust us. 

John 14 is a familiar but poignant passage that Jesus 
spoke with great compassion and authority in the face of 
much anxiety. Reading those words I can almost smell the fear 
that surrounds Jesus’ followers. Years of companionable alli-
ance with their friend were coming to a disastrous conclusion. 
Life was spinning out of control. Talk of betrayal, separation, 
even death, terrified these men. Jesus said he was going some-
where and they couldn’t follow. 

Understanding their confusion and anxiety, Jesus in-
vited those men (and us) to trust him. Trust God. Trust me. As 
we now listen to this invitation to trust, we have a choice. We 
can choose to trust Jesus with our lives or trust ourselves. Like 
those disciples, we are in situations beyond our control. They 
couldn’t stop the malevolence against their friend, nor can we 
stop the devastating events of our lives. Even as Jesus brought 
reassurance to their quaking hearts, he brings comfort and 
confidence to ours. 

If I truly believe Jesus’ words, how can I not trust him? 

SONG: ‘Tis So Sweet To Trust in Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Even as you have graciously 

helped me to believe, you have also taught me to trust you. I 
am so thankful! 

—Louise George 
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Saturday 
October 16 An Invitation Is Required 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:19-21 
The doorbell rang a little while ago. Seeing it was a woman 
from our church, I did what almost everyone does when 
someone we know is outside the door knocking: I opened the 
door and I invited her to come in! 

An important and acceptable behavior in our culture is 
to knock on the door and wait to be invited in. To barge into 
someone’s private space uninvited is rude. 

All week we’ve been invited by Jesus to join with him, 
to rest in him, to believe in him, to eat and drink of him, and 
to trust in him. Out of his great love for us, he seeks to honor 
us with a relationship that allows us to not only know him but 
his Father also. He invites us to become one with him. 

Today’s reading reminds us that Jesus waits for an invi-
tation from us. We hear his words: “Those whom I love I 
rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent” (v. 19). Then 
he describes himself as standing at the door and knocking 
(and calling out). “If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in and eat with him and he with me” (v. 20). 

Jesus stands outside my door and yours, and longs to be 
invited in. He graciously allows us the choice to offer the 
invitation or not, but when we do he comes in for the purpose 
of making us pure and holy. He eats with us and lets us eat 
with him, sharing in whatever our life is about, and lets us be 
nourished, enriched, and even corrected by his presence 
within. 

Since I do know who Jesus is, how can I not invite him 
in to share my life? 

SONG: Come into My Heart, Lord Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: It honors me that you want to 

come in and live your life through me. Thank you for the 
great gift of your presence within. 

—Louise George 


