
J. Daniel Frost

Since writing last year, I have moved to Walnut Hills Retirement Center 
in Walnut Creek, Ohio. Being just south of Canton has given me a sense 
of being home, and I can participate in Eastern Region Yearly Meeting 
and Malone University activities. Other Friends are, or have been, 
residents at this Mennonite facility, and we enjoy it.

Son Jim is still living in Chicago; Joe is still in Jackson, Mississippi. I enjoy 
Joe’s five children; Violet celebrated her first birthday in February. She 
is loved by all—as are the other four. Nina will be starting college this 
fall at Belhaven University.

This week’s series is about the presence of God. I trust you will be 
encouraged by reading again of accounts where God has been present in 
the experiences of biblical characters and the promise of his continued 
presence with us.
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Sunday
December 9 There He Is—In a Manger

BIBLE READING: Luke 2:8–18

For centuries, Jews had heard that a Messiah/Savior was com
ing. But who would have thought he would come at night 
instead of the bright of day? Who would have thought he would 
come in Bethlehem instead of Jerusalem? So many misconcep
tions and wrong answers—yet there was this certain promise 
no one could escape. The shepherds outside Bethlehem heard 
it first: “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” When the sky cleared of its 
angelic glow, the shepherds ran to Bethlehem to see this Savior.

Presumably they ran from inn to inn and street to street, 
inquiring as they went as to where Jesus might be found. No 
one had an answer. Finally, at the suggestion of a keeper at yet 
another full inn, they came to a barn. One observant shepherd 
suddenly whispered loudly:

There he is! There he is!

In the quiet of a stable, under the watchful eye of his 
mother, without the fanfare of the city, Jesus had arrived.

Have you ever searched for Jesus? Perhaps you went from 
church to church, or book to book, or preacher to preacher but 
did not find the peace of his presence and the assurance of his 
promise that you needed or expected.

In part, this text reminds us that Jesus can be found in an 
unexpected place, at a time when you need him. Keep search
ing for him, my friend, and don’t forget the quiet places.

SONG: O Little Town of Bethlehem
PRAYER SUGGESTION: O Lord, help me be diligent 

enough to find you—even if you are in a quiet, unexpected 
place.

—J. Daniel Frost
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Monday
December 10 There He Is—With the Mourning

BIBLE READING: Luke 7:11–17

Jesus, his disciples, and the usual crowd of followers were 
headed to the city of Nain when, at the city gate, they came upon 
a funeral procession. Jesus either heard from the mourners or 
discerned himself that the deceased was the son of a widow. 
The man’s passing would leave the widow without anyone to 
care for her—an especially dire situation for a widow of that 
era. Funeral processions are not joyful events. Rather they are 
usually times of memories, visiting, and thoughts of how this 
death is going to affect the survivor’s life.

That is until Jesus addressed the situation. He compas
sionately called the widow to stop her weeping, called for the 
parade to stop, and then he touched the bier. Speaking to the 
deceased young man, he called him to get up. The prayers 
of the mother and others could not have been more carefully 
answered. As you watch the story, you can almost hear some
one proclaim:

There he is! There he is!

Who would have thought Jesus would appear at a time 
of mourning? And who would have thought he’d have time to 
speak to a grieving mother, and then to cause the deceased man 
to rise? Only Jesus!

Every one of us will experience a time of mourning. We 
may mourn a parent, spouse, child, teacher, or friend—but 
someone dear to us will come to the end of their time on this 
earth, and we will mourn. I encourage you to look for Jesus in 
your situation. He is acquainted with grief, and his presence 
brings peace.

SONG: The Beautiful Garden of Prayer
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thanks, Lord, for your 

comforting presence; we so badly need it.

—J. Daniel Frost
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Tuesday
December 11 There He Is—On the Beach

BIBLE READING: Jonah 1:4–15; 2:10

There were fishes of various colors and sizes all around him, 
and who knows what other debris. Couple that with a horrible 
odor and darkness. Mix all that with the guilt of disobeying 
God. Who would have thought there was a way out of that mess? 
Even preacher Jonah could not as he sat in this conglomer ation 
of circumstances. The fish began to vomit. Oh, what a sight, 
what smell, what turmoil, what a dashing of hope. And then, of 
all things, Jonah was coughed up on shore—delivered, though 
no doubt smelly and wet.

Most of us have likely been in circumstances that seemed 
to us drastic or at least overwhelming. We may have thought 
that even God did not have an answer for the mess we were in. 
Ah, but as Jonah rested a minute and looked around at his new 
situation, can’t you almost hear him declare:

There he is! There he is!

God himself is on the scene of this mess. Sometimes God 
responds to our messes miraculously and sometimes not, but it 
sure does not hurt to ask!

I hope you do not find yourself inside a big fish; that is 
hardly an imaginable circumstance. But whatever situation you 
are in, pray, friend, pray. And watch for God’s answer. Even 
if your dilemma is not of this magnitude, God still cares and 
knows where you are. Look for God’s way out.

SONG: Through It All
PRAYER SUGGESTION: O, Lord, if you had an answer 

for Jonah, you have one for me and mine. I trust you and your 
schedule. Help me keep my eyes looking for your solutions.

—J. Daniel Frost
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Wednesday
December 12 There He Is—At the Fire

BIBLE READING: 1 Kings 18:17–40

Four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and four hun
dred prophets of Asherah from Jezebel’s table gathered on 
Mt. Carmel—at the request of King Ahab with the consent of 
Elijah. Word soon spread that this was a spiritual battle. Ahab 
and his prophets were going to prove their god was real; Elijah 
and his priests were determined to prove God Almighty was 
the real God. Elijah kept egging on Baal’s prophets to do what
ever they needed to or could think of to bring the attention of 
Baal to their prayers and to perform a miracle for them. Nothing 
happened. Elijah repaired the altar, he laid a sacrificed bullock 
on piles of wood, then poured four barrels of water over it all. 
This was repeated a second and third time, thoroughly drench
ing the sacrifice and wood. He prayed; God came, and with 
fire sucked up the sacrifice, the wood, the altar, and the water. 
Some folk must have spoken in awe:

There he is! There he is!

He’s in the fire! And the people fell on their faces in 
worship.

What do you see as the gods of this age? The list is lengthy. 
One answer to this spiritual dilemma might be a Mt. Carmel 
experience.

SONG: Holy Spirit, Come With Power
PRAYER SUGGESTION: O Lord, like Elijah, we look 

around and see people following after the god Baal—they 
may call him by a different name, but they do not recognize 
the Lord God. We pray for Mt. Carmel to happen again in your 
way and that our family, church, and society may fall on their 
faces before you.

—J. Daniel Frost
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Thursday
December 13 There He Is—Coming My Way

BIBLE READING: Luke 18:35–43

When we think of Jesus and Jericho, we usually think of 
Zacchaeus. Before Zacchaeus, there was a blind man sitting 
beside the road, begging. Blind people in biblical days were 
dependent on others. When someone told him that Jesus was in 
the crowd, he called to the Son of David, then not being heard, 
he called even louder. He knew Jesus’ reputation and divine 
ability. He gained an audience with the King of Kings. When 
Jesus asked him what he wanted, the man responded: “Lord, I 
want to see.”

I am not blind; I suppose most of our readers are not. It is 
not a welcome thing to experience. We do not want blindness— 
to miss the beauty of the seasons, the smiles of friends and fam
ily, the lessons of books, or anything for that matter.

To think that Jesus himself was passing your way would 
be a great spark of hope. The man attracted Jesus and sought his 
healing. And well he might, as Jesus could help him indeed.

Sadly, many people are blind in ways we may not 
perceive. They do not see God in nature, in the blessing of 
family and friends, or in the teachings of the Bible. They may 
not even see the hope of Jesus for healing in their lives. Oh that 
they would call for him and come out of their darkness into the 
Light (Isaiah 9:2; Matthew 4:16).

The man received his sight, and you could hear people in 
the crowd confirming:

There he is! There he is! Coming our way!

SONG: The Great Physician
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I hear that you are near 

me; I ask that you heal my blindness that I may see clearly the 
way you want me to go.

—J. Daniel Frost
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Friday
December 14 There He Is—In the Light

BIBLE READING: Acts 9:1–10, 19–20

He was a bad one. Saul had traveled the countryside looking for 
preachers and followers of Jesus; they were all, in his mind, dis
ruptors of the Jewish beliefs, traditions, and lifestyle that they 
had lived by for centuries. It had pleased God and man; why 
change? His dedicated plan was to get rid of these folk—either 
imprisonment or death. And in this context, he was headed to 
Damascus with this vision in mind.

Saul and his followers were on the road to Damascus—
full of vision and intent—watching all the while for someone 
who looked like a Christfollower (just what did they look like?) 
or who spoke of Jesus. Suddenly, a bright light and an audible 
voice struck Saul and were seen and heard by his friends. So 
bright it was that Saul fell to the ground, and he began to listen 
with great intent. It was the Lord who spoke to him, challeng
ing him to follow Jesus and ultimately to become a leader in 
the Christian movement. As people saw this dramatic event 
surround Saul, you might hear someone declare:

There he is! There he is!

Who but God could change the heart and vision and mis
sion of Saul? Any who witnessed this change in Saul could 
only conclude this was God at work.

Everyone present on the Damascus Road could see what 
God had done, as could Ananias and Barnabas. The change was 
evident. How clear is the evidence in your life?

SONG: The Light of the World Is Jesus
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Lord, we stand in need of 

your touch. We desire to be evident Christians before those 
around us.

—J. Daniel Frost
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Saturday
December 15 There He Is—Right beside Me

BIBLE READING: Hebrews 13:5

Who has not said at least once, “Where are you, God?” This 
week we have tried to answer that question by looking at sev
eral situations in Scripture. Some were unlikely or surprising 
scenes, but all were evidence of God’s presence despite the 
situ ation. Four times in pages of Scripture we find this short, 
precise promise: I will not forsake you.

Some years ago my brotherinlaw was killed in a tragic 
accident; a few years later, my brother was also killed in a traffic 
accident. Both situations found the family asking, “Where are 
you God?” We read of school bus accidents, tsunamis, house 
fires, and soldiers killed in battle. And others ask that frequent 
question: “O God, where are you?”

To believe and experience that God has not left us 
during times of tragedy is comforting. God’s presence provides 
strength, God’s Word gives us words to share, and God reminds 
us that horrible events are not all there is to life.

God’s abiding presence is more than a fix to tragedy, it is 
assurance that we are never alone. It is confidence that we can 
do whatever task is set before us, it is hope that all God has 
promised will be accomplished, it is a reminder that as sure as 
the seasons will change, God will be with us always.

So, friend, let the stories of the Old Testament support 
this New Testament declaration, where is God? Right beside 
you:

He is here! He is here!

SONG: In His Presence
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help us to underline this 

phrase from Hebrews in our minds and clutch it in our hearts 
firmly: God is here, right by me. This is really all the help we 
need.

—J. Daniel Frost


