
J. Daniel Frost 

Wanda and I have been involved in ministry for over 40 years. Our 
pastoral ministry has been in Evangelical Friends Church–Eastern 
Region (EFC–ER) and Evangelical Friends Church–Mid America Yearly 
Meetings. I have served for over eight years at Paxton Ministries, a 
Christian personal care home for mentally challenged adults. We 
continue to lead short-term mission teams to Jamaica (EFC-ER). I 
teach a class and lead a small group at Christian Life Assembly in 
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania. 

Our son Jim is based in Cleveland, Ohio, with United Airlines. Joe 
and family are in Jackson, Mississippi, where Joe chairs the theatre 
department at Belhaven University. Our three grandchildren are in 
Jackson. 

This week’s devotionals are based on some of the meaningful Scrip-
tures which I have most enjoyed preaching from and depend on in 
my personal life. I hope that they will speak to Fruit of the Vine 
readers with freshness and challenge. 
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Sunday 
May 19 Attention! 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 6:1-8 
You may want to stand at attention when reading verses 1-4 of 
this text. What a grand sight; what a great sense of awe; what a 
glaring picture; what a grace-filled moment! Oh, Isaiah, I don’t 
know how you stood the experience. Maybe you didn’t, as we 
read at the conclusion of the scene when you surrender to his 
glory and commit your life in his service. What a great grasp 
of God’s claim and need of you. 

Another attention-getter is found in this text. “In the 
year that King Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord…” (v. 1 KJV, 
emphasis added). So many things happen in our lives that 
capture our interest and draw our attention away from the 
Lord—disappointment, discouragement, death of a loved one, 
disaster, notice of a disease, stress leading to depression. In 
those situations, folks can be tempted to sing the “woe is me” 
song. Our eyes become so focused on the immediate that we 
are blocked from looking beyond the present circumstance. 

Dear Isaiah could declare that although the king had 
died (not a pretty sight for his subjects) and the future looked 
uncertain, even scary, he was able to see through the present 
and see “also” the Lord. Being able to see the Lord brings 
comfort, courage, and hope; we can see that the Lord is higher 
than the circumstance. 

As you worship today, think about Isaiah’s description 
of the greatness of Almighty God. While considering the situa-
tions in your personal life, be sure to read the “also.” The 
Lord is able to do abundantly above all we can ask or think. 

SONG: Holy, Holy, Holy 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I can’t help but focus on 

my surroundings in this life. Remind me to see “also” you! 
—J. Daniel Frost 
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Monday 
May 20 A Hand to Help 

BIBLE READING: Acts 3:1-8 
Our text reports the beautiful story of a crippled beggar being 
healed by the power of Jesus through the instruments of Peter 
and John. Luke records the details of this experience that took 
place so soon after Pentecost and the “formal establishment” 
of the church. 

This is another one of my favorite sermons! I’ve 
preached it more times than any other. Note the details in 
verse 7 about the way the healing took place. After Peter and 
John had declared their faith, we read that they “took him by 
the right hand” and lifted him up. I don’t know if use of the 
“right” hand carries any particular significance, but I’m 
grabbed by the fact that there was something to be done after 
the witness, the sermon, the promise, the prayer. Peter 
reached out his hand, touched the man, grabbed his hand, and 
lifted him to his feet. Then as the strength came back to his 
body, the man was healed. And beyond that, the former crip-
ple went with his new friends into the temple courts, continu-
ing to walk and jump and praise the Lord. The people looking 
on were amazed at all the events. 

You may have the occasion to speak faith and optimism 
to those in need of God’s touch. And God bless you for it! But 
what are you doing with your hands? Have you reached out to 
hug, to help, to lift, to carry, to bless? As we respond to God’s 
leading, we get to partner in God’s healing touch taking place. 

SONG: Reach Out and Touch 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Here are my hands, Lord.  

Help me see when I can use them to lift up others. 
—J. Daniel Frost 
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Tuesday 
May 21 On Growing Oaks 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 61:1-3 
It is easy to think that this great passage of Scripture applied 
only to the grand prophet Isaiah, or even to Jesus himself 
since he quoted this text at the beginning of his earthly minis-
try (Luke 4:18-21). But I think it has broader significance than 
for these two persons. I used this text in a message for dedica-
tion day at our Morningside Church in Florida, and I am still 
challenged by it as a reasonable direction for my life. 

No one denies that the greatest message of the church is 
the declaration of salvation. But how people come to accept a 
new life is sometimes a challenge. In this text, Isaiah gives 
some suggestions on ways to spread the name of the Lord: 
preach, bind the brokenhearted, proclaim freedom for cap-
tives, release darkness for prisoners, comfort the mourning, 
bestow a crown of beauty for ashes, and give a garment of 
praise for despair. These can be done by the Spirit-directed 
Christian—whether a recorded minister or a layperson—or by 
a Spirit-directed Church. 

In the end, the recipients of these messages of love will 
become oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord, display-
ing his splendor. What a tremendous reward! What glorious 
fruit for our labor! True, the Christian would be advised to 
avoid many things in the world. And sometimes people bring 
hurts on themselves. But I wonder, how do we help move 
people into a position where they can display God’s splendor 
in their lives and in their world? Likely this won’t come 
through warnings or challenges, but rather through binding, 
freeing, releasing, comforting, crowning, and praising. 

SONG: So Send I You 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Oh, Lord, help me to build  

oaks of righteousness in my community, knowing that their 
testimony will add to your splendor and praise. 

—J. Daniel Frost 
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Wednesday 
May 22 More Than You Can Receive 

BIBLE READING: Malachi 3:8-10 
Likely these verses are well-known to most Christians. They 
have been the subject of many sermons because of the great 
truth contained within. To be sure, the blessing of salvation is 
the primary promise to the world, but I like the text in Mala-
chi because it offers what might be the second most profitable 
promise to us. 

Can you really imagine having so many blessings, more 
than you could ever receive, poured out over you? Most of us 
have pretty big cups that we have yet to see close to overflow-
ing! This promise, the fruit of our obedience to tithe, is an 
unimaginable reality. 

It is fair to say that when we tithe in money, we should 
not necessarily expect money to be the return. God may  
transpose our tithe into emotional, physical, or spiritual 
health—and we will be the richer for it! Christians should be 
encouraged toward offering their work to the Lord and bring-
ing “food” into his house for service to the Lord and the 
church. In doing so, we stand able to receive his return on our 
obedience. 

We do not give in order to get. We give in gratitude, in 
order to be a part of what God is doing in the world. In his 
usual, typical pattern, God gives us a return on our faithful 
obedience. And additionally we are no longer “robbers” of the 
things of God! 

SONG: There Shall Be Showers of Blessing 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, Lord, that I am 

blessed already. I gladly tithe to you and your work. You 
promise more blessing than I can receive; I can scarcely  
comprehend and will gratefully enjoy! 

—J. Daniel Frost 
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Thursday 
May 23 Morning Is Coming 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 30:5b 
At the request of the EFC-ER Evangelistic, Pastoral, and Exten-
sion Board and the call of God, we prepared to go to Morning-
side Church in Port St. Lucie, Florida. The congregation had 
begun gathering a couple of years earlier in a neighboring 
town, and they had three designated part-time pastors. Some 
issues had been presented that seemed hard to address from 
the Ohio headquarters. So we were called to be the first full-
time church planting pastors for this congregation. Having just 
completed their first building project, the group was finishing 
their relocation and were “starting over” in a way. 

During those preparation days, the Lord opened Psalm 
30:5 to me. On some days it seems cloudy, more like night. 
But how foolish to keep our eyes on the dark side of the pic-
ture. While we may weep for the night, joy is promised in the 
morning. Let’s turn the page, get up with faith, and prepare for 
the joy of the morning. 

Morning offers hope, songs, mild temperature, and 
freshness. The response in our hearts is joy. Joy—the deep 
seated confidence that God is in charge, that the future looks 
brighter than the present or past, that we will not be overcome 
with sorrow. 

Chances are that we all have had moments of weeping. 
Grief is part of living, and sometimes even part of church 
development. But the Lord’s promise is that the weeping will 
not last; in fact, it will be turned to joy by morning. I encour-
age you to sleep tonight looking forward to morning! 

SONG: Morning Has Broken 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Oh Lord, I am grateful for your 

promises, including the word that weeping will end and joy 
will come in the morning. I’m looking forward to the dawn! 

—J. Daniel Frost 
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Friday 
May 24 

Displaying His Power and 
Proclaiming His Name 

BIBLE READING: Romans 9:17 
While preparing for our Florida assignment, a phrase from 
Romans 9:17 seemed to be God’s promise to me. While the 
context describes a promise given to Pharaoh as he presided 
over the plagues hitting Egypt (Exodus 9:16), the idea that God 
had raised him—or me—for a special twofold purpose was a 
call I accepted with anticipation. 

I wondered just how God might display his power 
through or in me so that his name would be proclaimed in all 
the earth. God allowed me with little church planting training 
and a simple gospel message to bring foundation to this begin-
ning church. As for reaching the whole earth? In a few years, 
our fellowship had gathered people with all these different 
backgrounds: Canadian, Jamaican, Trinidadian, and German. 
Since those Florida years, I have gone many times to Jamaica; 
once around the world visiting mission fields of Evangelical 
Friends Church–Eastern Region in India, Hong Kong, and 
Taiwan; and then again to India. And we are on the support 
team for missionaries in Mexico and Taiwan. As I write all 
this, I am amazed again. 

While reading this short article, would you ask God for a 
promise, and then latch on to it with confidence? Take a few 
minutes to think of verses he has given you through the years. 
Discover their fulfillment in your life. 

God does have a plan for you and me (Jeremiah 29:11). It 
may seem unlikely to be fulfilled, but when God gives the 
plan, he gives the supply. Trust God’s wisdom and promise. 

SONG: How Firm a Foundation 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, somewhere in the midst 

of your great plan is your plan for me. Help me to believe and 
to see its fruition. I do not want to disappoint you or settle for 
less than you have for me. 

—J. Daniel Frost 
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Saturday 
May 25 Preparation for Jesus 

BIBLE READING: Luke 1:76-80 
Today’s text recently came to my attention. This great proph-
ecy of Zechariah refers to his son John the Baptist and John’s 
ministry: to prepare people for Jesus’ coming, giving them the 
knowledge of salvation and the forgiveness of God. However, 
this prophesy is also a concise review of the coming ministry 
of Jesus. Have you recognized it?  

Out of God’s tender mercy, out of his love, out of his 
compassion, out of his grace, the “rising sun will come to us 
from heaven.” His ministry as the Light of the world would be 
to shine on those living in darkness (Hallelujah! The darkness 
of this world is not what he has for us). He would shine on 
people in the shadow of death (and all the world is in this 
shadow until we receive his light). He would shine to guide 
our feet into the path of peace (a peaceful life for ourselves, a 
peaceful way to live among humankind). 

Jesus’ relative spoke these words under the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit a little time before the Savior was born. The 
intricate and accurate detail of Jesus’ work on earth is pretty 
interesting. 

May you be encouraged to know that the ministry of 
Jesus did not change. You can believe it with confidence in 
your own life. You can proclaim it as you walk through 
whichever door is open to you, knowing that you are declar-
ing the truth. The words spoken in the Scripture are inspired 
and dependable. Don’t let your faith be shaken. 

SONG: Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: So many times in the Scripture 

we are told of the ministry of Jesus. Today my confidence is 
renewed that he is still shining on those living in darkness. 
Refresh me in that confidence. 

—J. Daniel Frost 


