
Gary Fawver 

Here’s the way I, retired camp director and college professor, 
manage my days now that I’m retired: 

 rise at 6 a.m. each morning and enjoy fresh-brewed coffee with 
just a tad of Hershey’s chocolate caramel creamer.  

do lots of reading—novels, spiritual books, and magazines. 

walk up to 1½ miles a day, 6 days a week. Every Saturday walk 
with Susan to J’s Restaurant for breakfast. 

 take a nap every day after lunch when we’re home. 

 volunteer as a naturalist at the Tualatin River National Wildlife 
Refuge, 15 minutes from our home in Newberg. 

develop hobbies in photography and birding. 

 spend as much time with grandchildren as possible. 

 speak at camps and retreats, write for Fruit of the Vine, continue 
involvement on Twin Rocks Camp board. 

 stay active in and committed to Newberg (Oregon) Friends 
Church. 

 travel with Susan someplace in the U.S. several times a year. 

become more active in Friendsview Retirement Community as an 
absentee resident. 

enjoy memories from 50 years of marriage! 

 recommend this lifestyle to anyone who qualifies. 
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Sunday 
October 17 Seasons 

BIBLE READING: Ecclesiastes 3:1 
In the middle of March, Susan and I spent two weeks in Ari-
zona. I have to admit it felt wonderful to be warm in the sun 
and dry, knowing that back home in Oregon the days were 
cold and wet. However, I would not like to settle down and 
live there. Some folks like a constantly sunny and hot envi-
ronment, but, bottom line, I prefer, even need, the variety of 
seasons. Something changes for me when I come out of a long, 
dark winter into a fresh, green spring. Depending on where 
you live, your life is shaped by seasons. 

The Scriptures are full of analogies taken from nature. 
At his completion of creation, God declared it all to be good. 
Creation—the visible handiwork of God—can provide you 
with seasonal spiritual lessons of how to live, grow, produce 
fruit, and die. This series of devotionals will provide you with 
the opportunity to listen and reflect on the mystery of growth 
in your life as you draw wisdom for the “seasons” of your 
spirit from the “seasons” of nature. 

Even hymn writers draw lessons for us from the seasons 
of nature. Consider these words from the pen of Thomas Chis-
holm: “Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest; sun, 
moon, and stars in their courses above; join with all nature in 
manifold witness to Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.” 

SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness  
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank you, God, for the beauty 

of your creation and for my ability to appreciate it. Since I am 
created in your image, my Master Gardener, may I reflect your 
work in my life throughout the year. 

—Gary Fawver 



26 

Monday 
October 18 Spring 

BIBLE READING: Song of Solomon 2:11-13 
“Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves 
of strength that will endure as long as life lasts. There is sym-
bolic beauty in the folded bud ready for the spring. There  
is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of 
nature—the assurance that spring comes after the winter” 
(Rachel Carson, The Sense of Wonder, p. 88). 

Spring boldly celebrates life. Regardless of how many 
times we have seen that first green shoot or that first spring 
flower many of us still respond with sheer delight. Spring 
enlivens our understanding of hope. We need signs that re-
mind us of resurrection and hope. As we associate the visible 
beginnings of new life with spring, so we can describe a new 
believer in Christ as being in “spiritual spring.” We respond 
with joy and are revived with new energy to see that God, the 
Master Gardener, is still at work. Reflect on your spiritual 
springtime experience, either recently or many years ago. Who 
in your life cared for your spiritual needs? Did your church 
have people and programs that helped you grow and mature? 
How did the Scriptures, prayer, and the spiritual disciplines 
play a part in your early Christian development? 

Remember that new believers must be tended faithfully 
and carefully as we would tend newly sprouted plants in the 
garden. The gardener cares for the environmental needs so 
that the plant can achieve its own natural development. The 
gardener facilitates; that is, he or she helps to assure the con-
ditions that the plant needs.  

SONG: Fairest Lord Jesus 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you for this chance 

to think about when by your providence I became a new 
creation. Thank you that you helped me grow and become 
strong and useful. Thank you that over the years I could bring 
pleasure and help to others around me. 

—Gary Fawver 
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Tuesday 
October 19 Summer 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 3:6-9 
Summer follows spring’s burst of new life with the full-blown 
activity of growth; summer brings the time when we enjoy the 
fruits of this important seasonal sequence. In late May Susan 
picked out her favorite tomato plants. She prepared the soil, 
planted them, and in the next several months watered, 
weeded, and fertilized them and placed wire cages around 
them. First the blossoms appeared, then tiny green fruits, and 
eventually they grew and ripened. Finally the time came 
when she could enjoy tomatoes with cottage cheese every day 
for lunch. And it gave her joy to share them with her friends. 

Scripture places a heavy emphasis on things that grow 
as plants. It presents a sort of master analogy: human develop-
ment and the processes of maturity are like those of the plant. 
The nature and pattern of unfolding is within it. Environment 
(water, light, and air) significantly affects or alters the rate of 
growth and sometimes determines physical survival. We are 
reminded in today’s Scripture that God makes things grow.  

Jesus said that good spiritual fruit would identify a 
person as a follower of Jesus (Matthew 7). God surely wants us 
to be fruitful and bring joy to others; he is a competent gar-
dener who knows each of us, his plants, and provides for us 
according to our particular needs. He loves us and knows we 
are deserving of gentle and loving treatment, even when a 
little hoeing of spiritual weeds is necessary.  

SONG: This Is My Father’s World 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, thank you that you treat 

me lovingly and respectfully, even when I need discipline. 
May I learn from your example as I work with family and 
friends in your spiritual garden. Help me to be more eager to 
use a watering pot than a big stick. 

—Gary Fawver 
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Wednesday 
October 20 Autumn and Harvest 

BIBLE READING: Ezekiel 34:27;  
Galatians 5:22-23; 6:7-10 

One of our favorite traditions of many years is our annual trip 
to Hood River, Oregon, to purchase several varieties of apples. 
We put them in a special refrigerator in our garage and then 
enjoy apples with popcorn on Sundays with our family for 
months into the spring. The last of the tomatoes and squash 
are also picked by mid October. Fall has begun the slowing-
down process. The fruit has been picked, most flowers have 
withered, and the leaves turn into a brilliant display of color 
offering themselves as material for new life. 

As we walk through a farmers’ market we marvel at the 
huge variety of fruits and vegetables. All sorts of plants grow 
in the world—all sorts of good plants. What a pity if we didn’t 
have zucchini plants. But what a pity if all we had were zuc-
chini plants—everywhere, as far as you could see, zucchini, 
zucchini, zucchini.  

Isn’t it wonderful that God has given each of his chil-
dren different personalities and unique gifts to be used by the 
church to fulfill his tasks? The task of the church and of all 
growing Christians is to develop and display their God-given 
uniqueness. We were never intended to all be “zucchini 
Christians.”  

SONG: Come, Ye Thankful People Come 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: “We thank You, then, O Father, 

for all things bright and good,/the seed time and the harvest, 
our life, our health, and food;/No gifts have we to offer, for all 
Your love imparts,/But that which You desire—our humble, 
thankful hearts” (Matthias Claudius, “We Plow the Fields and 
Scatter”). 

—Gary Fawver 
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Thursday 
October 21 Winter 

BIBLE READING: Genesis 8:22; Psalm 147:16-17; Job 38:22 
Winter is the time of dormancy and rest, of solitude and hid-
den regeneration. Blossoms and ultimately fruit are the fulfill-
ing phases of the plant, but not a constant condition. Fruit is a 
seasonal matter; and dormancy is normal. When I was a young 
Christian, I lived with the pressure, and some measure of 
guilt, of being told to continually bear fruit (I’m not even sure 
what that meant, but I supposed constantly leading people to 
Christ). I certainly believe we are Jesus’ means for reaching 
new believers for him, but I have come to see that the fruit of 
John 15 results in the fruit of Galatians 5. The important factor 
is that we remain firmly attached to Christ himself. Then 
Christ will take care of the fruit. 

I get the impression that it’s okay to shrivel a bit on dry 
days, and that periods of barrenness aren’t even embarrassing! 
I may be experiencing winter days of spiritual life while be-
hind the scenes God is preparing my spiritual soil for the 
spring and more visible signs of new life. 

We should rejoice that waxing and waning, ebbing and 
flowing are part of the creative order and are also essential 
parts of the life of the Spirit. The cyclical rhythms of the 
natural world provide an important model for spiritual 
growth. We cannot avoid the ebbs and flows in our own life 
anymore than they can be avoided by nature. Each season is 
essential for a vital spiritual life. During times when it appears 
as if nothing is happening, under the surface strength is gath-
ering. Life is being renewed. 

SONG: Be Still My Soul 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: “Cold and chill, bless you Lord. 

Dew and rain, bless you Lord. Frost and chill, bless you Lord.  
Ice and snow, bless you Lord. Nights and days, bless you Lord. 
Light and darkness, bless you Lord” (Canticle of the Three Youths). 

—Gary Fawver 
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Friday 
October 22 Pruning  

BIBLE READING: John 15:1-4 
Pruning is part of the process of gardening, but it is geared to 
the nature of the plant. Pruning helps grapevines and roses 
become more fruitful and beautiful. It would be absurd, how-
ever, to prune a carrot. The good gardener doesn’t come down 
on everything with the same tactics. Normally, pruning is 
called for when the plant needs restoration or redirection.  

I am learning a bit about pruning as I deal with my own 
plants. Outside our front door was a rhododendron that had 
grown unattractive and out of control. Our neighbor suggested 
we cut it back drastically. We did, and now it is growing 
healthier than ever. Several bushes in the front yard need only 
an occasional summer clipping. Each winter the dead wood 
must be trimmed out of the Japanese maple trees. Our grape-
vines need selective cutting. The one-year-old canes must be 
cut back each winter to two or three buds. I have learned from 
experience that the care I take in the winter determines the 
quantity of the grape harvest in October. 

God is our gentle vinedresser. It is vital that we cooper-
ate fully with his good purposes. His pruning is not vindictive 
and done in anger, but he cuts away the dead wood so that we 
will bear more spiritual fruit. 

As we learn to welcome God’s pruning and look for it, 
we find that he may use a sermon, our spouse, a book, or the 
gentle conviction of his Spirit. God’s pruning is for our good. 
Do we believe it and accept it? 

SONG: I Need Thee Every Hour 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, we know that cutting 

back is a necessary part of gardening. We correct our children 
because we love them. We evaluate employees because we 
know it will make their work a better quality. Help us to 
welcome your pruning. May we abide in you and as you 
prune us, may our fruit bring honor to you.  

—Gary Fawver 
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Saturday 
October 23 Growth by God’s Pace 

BIBLE READING: Jeremiah 17:5-8; Romans 12:1, 2 
One summer at Tilikum, our campers planted a small orchard 
of apple trees. It was five or more years before any apples 
appeared. A good gardener knows you have to give a tree 
many years to demonstrate its nature. An oak tree takes nearly 
100 years to mature, but a squash plant only a few months. 

“Spiritual renewal is a gradual process. All growth is 
progressive, and the finer the organism, the longer the proc-
ess” (Graham Scroggie). When we become Christians much 
about us must be transformed—our spirits, minds, bodies, and 
emotions. Spiritual growth is not steady, but depends upon 
outward and inward conditions and even things like dor-
mancy. We must be patient with ourselves and stay where 
God can help us grow. And we must be patient with our 
Christian brothers and sisters. Our churches need patient 
leadership—“Love is patient” (1 Corinthians 13:4); and we 
need nonjudgmental leadership—“Do not judge lest you be 
judged yourselves” (Matthew 7:1). 

Each of us is called to “work out our salvation” as we 
respond to God’s work in us (Philippians 2:12-13). Francis de 
Sales, more than 1,500 years ago wrote: “Devotion must be 
exercised in different ways by the gentleman, the worker, the 
servant, the prince, the widow, the young girl, and the mar-
ried woman. Not only is this true, the practice of devotion 
must also be adapted to the strength, activities, and duties of 
each particular person.” 

SONG: All Creatures of Our God and King 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: “For the fruit of all creation, 

thanks be to you God. For those gifts to every nation, thanks 
be to you God. For plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth 
while we are sleeping; future needs in earth’s safekeeping, 
thanks be to you God” (Fred Pratt Green, “For the Fruit  
of All Creation”). 

—Gary Fawver 


