
Rick Ellis 

This year marks my thirtieth anniversary with my wife Monica. 
Monica has shown me incredible patience and love, and I have 
learned so much from her. 

Life has been an incredible journey filled with wrong turns, lost 
trails, and plenty of backtracking to get on the right path. It is  
during those times when I go it alone that I get the most lost. 
Thankfully, when my eyes and mind and heart are open, it is easy to 
determine where God is leading. 

I was formerly a full-time youth pastor working for various churches 
and had a stint at Quaker Meadow Camp through Evangelical Friends 
Church Southwest. Currently God has placed me as a store manager 
in a health food store in Southern California. It has been a challeng-
ing and rewarding time leading those who work for me. I am thank-
ful to be able to use the lesson on patience and love that I have 
learned. 

Along with managing a grocery store, I have been part of a commu-
nity of pastors and young adults experimenting with new expressions 
of worship. We call our community In Process. 

I pray that your eyes and mind and heart are open to discover where 
God is leading you and those young at heart. 

Side note: Some of the songs cited in my devotionals are secular. I have 
included the artist that sang the song to help you retrieve lyrics from 
the Internet. The other songs are contemporary worship songs. 
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Sunday 
August 26 In Process 

BIBLE READING: Romans 12:1-2 
I am part of a new type of church focused on reconnecting 
with individuals who grew up in the church and left for vari-
ous reasons. Some were bitter, some were just too busy, but 
the overarching reason that forced many to leave was their 
inability to contribute actively to their church (what we call 
community). 

Young people often want to contribute and work along-
side people of all age groups. Many young people have amaz-
ing dreams for the world and a desire to be kingdom builders. 
Unfortunately they are told by others that reality will eventu-
ally steal their dreams away. 

We are working hard to build a place where individuals 
of all ages can ask hard questions and verbalize doubts, where 
they can dream and where they can build. 

Our church/community name is In Process. We chose 
this name because we couldn’t articulate exactly what we 
were, where we were going, and and how we were going to get 
there. But we know that the Holy Spirit was—and is—guiding 
us along the way. 

This interesting name works for the community we are a 
part of and it works for our individual lives as well. It reflects 
the challenge of today’s Scripture, inviting us to be changed 
and transformed as we follow Christ’s example of offering our 
lives to God. We realize that this process requires our entire 
being and will take us our lifetime in reaching our destina-
tion. 

SONG: I’m Not Who I Was (Brandon Heath) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for a spirit of transforma-

tion this week. 
—Rick Ellis 
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Monday 
August 27 What Is Church? 

BIBLE READING: Acts 2:42-47 
Tuesday nights are used as planning nights for our church 
plant. We share ideas and dreams. We pray together. We share 
a meal together (tonight was teriyaki chicken, rice pilaf, and 
green beans). We laugh together and we watch Jeopardy. 
Mostly we challenge each other to radically be the church God 
is calling us to be. 

Quick definition: church is not a building or a location 
but a group of people sharing life and beliefs aligned with Je-
sus’ mission here on earth. Recently the idea of location was 
the topic of conversation. At one time we had use of a church 
building. It came totally equipped with chairs, sounds, new 
technology, heat and AC—everything you would need to do 
church. But did having all these things cripple our ability to 
be the church? 

A sister church plant used to meet in a coffeehouse. The 
coffeehouse wasn’t closed during their church services; the 
public was welcome to come in and get a cup of coffee and a 
pastry. Awesome! One day the church was meeting and the 
pastor was up front sharing. Two women came in, got coffee, 
and sat in the middle of the church group. Once they sat 
down, the women proceeded to have a lively, animated, loud 
conversation. They did not recognize this group as a church. 

This is the church I want to be a part of. A church will-
ing to gather together in unusual places: a coffeehouse, a bar, a 
park, anywhere people gather. People may be unlikely to drop 
into a church service held in a church building, but imagine 
the possibilities for a church that is willing to intersect with 
the community. 

SONG: Believe (The Bravery) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for a spirit of community 

in the church you belong to and in your spheres of influence. 
 —Rick Ellis 
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Tuesday 
August 28 Being There 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 25:35-40 
For a couple months our church group collected loose change 
as our weekly offering. Some Sundays we took an offering of 
soap, bleach, and fabric softener sheets along with coloring 
books, crayons, and games. 

Finally we took all that we had collected and spent a 
Sunday afternoon at a local laundromat. Now, I am not look-
ing for praise for the day of service. All we did was feed quar-
ters into a washer or a dryer. We didn't fold their clothes or 
replace worn out clothes with nice new clothes. All in all, we 
were just there. 

And isn't that good enough? 
We met one homeless fellow who had made some bad 

decisions with his life. You could tell this guy was smart. He 
told of the businesses he owned and the money he made, and  
then he told me of his drug addictions. He was looking to start 
his life over again; I am praying that he can. 

Another guy came driving up in his rusty VW van that 
creaked as it rolled in, creaked as he stopped, and creaked 
when he opened and shut the door. I think he lived in this 
rusty old van. He welcomed our offer to wash his laundry for 
free and showed his appreciation by playing numerous classic 
rock songs on his guitar. He was very good and the perform-
ance was very cool. But mostly, it was great getting to hear his 
story. 

This day was a day to just hang out—a day to color, to 
pay for laundry, to talk, but mostly just a day to listen. 

And isn't that good enough? 

SONG: God of This City (Chris Tomlin) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION:  Lord, I want to have the oppor-

tunity to be there for others. Please bring someone into my 
life that I can bring a blessing to. 

 —Rick Ellis 
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Wednesday 
August 29 Dealing with Sinners 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 18:15-17 
Today’s Scripture passage seems clear on how to deal with a 
brother in Christ caught in sin: 

Step 1: Expose the sin to the sinning brother, man to 
man, and pray he changes his ways. 

Step 2: If the sinner refuses to listen, enlist the presence 
of others. This instruction comes from the Old Testament 
where the testimony of witness requires more than one per-
son’s word. If two or three affirm the brother’s sin, maybe then 
he will acknowledge and change his ways. 

Step 3: If the brother still refuses to change his ways, 
expose his sin to the church community—not as gossip, but as 
a help to correct this brother. But what happens when the 
brother still does not change his sinful ways? 

Step 4: “Treat them as you would a pagan or a tax col-
lector” (Matthew 18:17). Does this give us license to kick the 
sinner out? Since Jesus is our example, maybe we should look 
at how he treated pagans and tax collectors. Don’t the gospel 
narratives show that he spent considerable time “hanging out” 
with those very people? 

Wild! So maybe instead of kicking out the sinful brother, 
we should embrace and welcome the sinner back into the 
community. Matthew 18:17 is not a clause in our Statement of 
Faith that allows us to avoid the sinner, but rather these peo-
ple are the folks we should love with all our heart and energy. 

If you continue reading, you see Peter asking Jesus, 
“Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister 
who sins against me?” (Matthew 18:21) 

Jesus’ wise instruction follows! 

SONG: Fix You (Coldplay) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, show me someone today 

that needs to be loved with all of my heart and energy. 
—Rick Ellis 
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Thursday 
August 30 Communicating Change 

BIBLE READING: Luke 2:8-20 
A big box bookstore recently went out of business in my 
neighborhood. Many people were upset that this was a sign of 
the times, thinking, No one is reading books anymore. In the 
health food store I manage, we reduced the size of our book 
section only to receive similar grumblings. Some newspapers 
are stopping the presses forever. School and public libraries 
are closing every day. When was the last time you bought an 
encyclopedia set? 

Is it all doom and gloom for the next generation? 
It seems the world is moving and changing faster than 

ever before. More and more books are being published, many 
in the form of e-books. My Kindle has a bookcase worth of 
books on it. Information can be found at our fingertips. More 
people are sharing, writing and contributing than ever before. 

In my study I have a shelf of Bibles, in various transla-
tions, but I mostly use the one digital version loaded onto my 
phone. I search Wikipedia frequently for information. I even 
get medical advice from the Internet. The message hasn’t 
changed; we just receive it differently. 

Have you ever considered how many different ways God 
has delivered his messages to us? God has used angels and 
prophets to deliver his words. Once he even used a donkey. 

And one night, many years ago, angels announced to a 
group of lowly shepherds that the Savior of the world had 
been born. And ever since that birth, wise men and women 
still seek him. 

SONG: Waiting on the World to  Change (John Mayer) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, how are you communi-

cating to me? And how would you like me to communicate 
your message to the rest of the world? 

—Rick Ellis 
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Friday 
August 31 Love God 

BIBLE READING: Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
This passage of Scripture is called the Shema and is part of a 
prayer said by Jews twice a day. Shema is Hebrew and means 
to hear, listen, and obey. It is the first word of this passage. 
The Shema is precious to the Jews much as John 3:16 is to 
Christians. 

And there is a commandment that comes out of this 
prayer: love God and help others discover his love! This com-
mandment is spoken to the community, Israel, and to the indi-
vidual. 

It reminds me of the phrase “It takes a village to raise a 
child.” We all have a role to play in our community, and it 
should encompass every part of our life—as we walk and as 
we sit, as we are awake and as we are asleep, even as we 
dream. The commandment determines how we think and how 
we talk. Our lives reflect and revolve around our love for God. 

Brother Lawrence was a man who fulfilled his mundane 
daily duty of washing dishes in a monastery kitchen while 
reflecting on God’s love. In our lives there should not be a 
separation of spiritual life and work life—or school life, sports 
life, or home life. It is all connected. Spiritual life should be 
connected with every aspect of our daily coming and goings. 
Our spiritual life should dictate how we conduct business as 
well as how we raise our families. 

SONG: Prophet Song (Delirious) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray that all aspects of your life 

will be given to God and that you will be able to listen, hear, 
and obey when you hear his voice. 

 —Rick Ellis 
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Saturday 
September 1 Loving Others 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 22:36-40 
In today’s Scripture, Jesus responds to the Pharisee’s question 
by quoting the Shema with the addition of the Golden Rule 
(found in Leviticus 19:18). Many times the Golden Rule is 
spoken in the negative: “Don’t do evil unless you want evil.” 
In this passage, I hear Jesus speaking in the positive: be kind, 
give, assist, help, welcome, and love your neighbor. 

Recently my wife Monica saw this lived out. A cashier 
at a grocery store was ringing up a customer who appeared to 
live on a very limited budget. The customer bought only the 
basic essentials in the generic store brands to save as much 
money as possible. She reached her budgeted total, but there 
were still some other items left to be rung up. The customer 
informed the checker she could not afford those extras. The 
checker finished the transaction, but then she  proceeded to 
ring up and pay for the remaining items for the customer. 

Helping others is costly, in this case for the checker as 
she gave up some of her own money. Sometimes it is danger-
ous—someone’s pride could get in the way or the act could be 
misinterpreted. As kingdom builders, we have decided it is 
worth the risk to love our neighbors because we love God and 
they bear the image of God. And if we truly love God, we can-
not help but love our neighbor. 

I pray that your heart was changed this week as you got 
a glimpse into my community. 

SONG: Give Us Clean Hands (Charlie Hall) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May we all join in prayer for 

those churches that are working to build multigenerational 
communities, loving others, and living their lives for Jesus. 

—Rick Ellis 
 


