
Lori Elliott

I am a pastor’s wife and mother of four children. My husband, Dwight, 
and I were high school sweethearts and recently celebrated our 
twenty-fourth wedding anniversary. Although we planned on having 
three children, God had a different plan, and we are blessed with four 
children. Drew, the oldest, is twenty and a student at Indiana Wesleyan 
University. Middle son, Caleb, is sixteen; he has autism and is non-
verbal. Then there are the twins, Emma and Ethan, who are fourteen. 

I recently published my first book, Running Through the Raindrops: 
Finding Joy in the Chaos of Raising Kids. It is a collection of stories 
about our four children and the challenges and struggles we have faced 
while parenting twins, a special needs child, and a teenager. They are 
stories that look at life through the eyes of a child and show how to 
appreciate the humor, joy, and excitement that can be found in daily 
chaos.

I have learned that things don’t always go the way we plan, but that’s 
not necessarily a bad thing. God knows what is best for us, and if we 
follow his path and listen for his guidance, we will be surprised at how 
he will bless us in ways we could never have imagined.



77

Sunday
June 3 Face Your Fears

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 41:13; Deuteronomy 31:6

My daughter, Emma, enjoys capturing all kinds of critters and 
making them her “pets.” Emma’s pets have included toads, 
caterpillars, hermit crabs, and even a praying mantis. She also 
loves to play outside with snakes, spiders, and various bugs.

Last summer I had the opportunity to go on a mission 
trip to Belize. I was excited but also a little fearful as this was 
my first mission trip, and I wasn’t sure what to expect. We ar-
rived on Saturday night, and after dinner we were given some 
instructions and a safety orientation. They told us to watch 
out for mosquitoes, snakes, fire ants, tarantulas, and scorpions. 
This was not helping my anxiety since, unlike Emma, I am not 
a fan of bugs, spiders, and snakes.

That night as I lay in bed, I prayed that God would give 
me the courage to face my fears. (And that none of those critters 
were under my bed!) I felt a wave of peace flow through me as 
I turned these fears and anxieties over to God. A few days later 
I saw a commotion near one of the buildings we were working 
on. I walked over and about jumped out of my skin when I saw 
our leader holding a tarantula. He offered to let me hold this 
giant spider, and although I wanted to say “no,” I changed my 
mind at the last minute as God reminded me that I needed to 
be strong and courageous. I held out my hand and the tarantula 
crawled slowly over my fingers and onto my palm. It was one 
of the most amazing experiences of the trip!

SONG: Ancient Words
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, grant us courage to face 

our fears.

—Lori Elliott
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Monday
June 4 Obedient to God’s Call

BIBLE READING: Romans 12:1–13; Mark 16:15

Traveling outside of the country was not something I was 
familiar with. I had traveled to the Cayman Islands once when 
I was in college and ventured into Canada to see the Canadian 
side of Niagara Falls, but other than that, I had pretty much 
stayed put in the good old USA.

In early 2016 our church announced that the next mission 
trip would be in July and that the destination would be Belize. 
I felt a nudge from God telling me that this was something I 
would want to consider. I had a lot of excuses for not going 
on the trip. However, I learned pretty quickly that God wasn’t 
going to let my excuses get in the way of his plans.

My excuse: I had a big project going on at work and would 
not be able to take the time off in July 2016.

God’s response: The mission trip was postponed to the 
summer of 2017.

My excuse: We wouldn’t be able to raise enough money 
for my husband, Dwight, and I to both go. He could just go 
without me.

God’s response: We had generous donations from friends 
and family. We exceeded the amount that we needed for both 
of us to go on the trip.

I could go on with examples, but the point is that when 
God calls you to do something, he will provide a way. He will 
remove the obstacles and will have a response to every excuse 
you come up with. Follow God’s call, and see where it takes 
you. You will be amazed at the journey he has planned.

SONG: For the Sake of the Call
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Heavenly Father, grant us the 

courage to follow where you call us to serve.

—Lori Elliott
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Tuesday
June 5 Follow God’s Path

BIBLE READING: Jeremiah 29:11; Proverbs 3:5–6

On our first day in Belize I was dropped off with two other 
ladies at the site where the new school was being built. The 
rest of our team stayed behind at the site of the old school and 
worked on tearing down a pavilion. We quickly learned that 
although the building we were to paint was ready to be painted, 
there was, unfortunately, no paint on the job site. The other 
unfortunate thing was that we didn’t have a phone so we were 
unable to contact anyone from our team to come and pick us 
up.

It was ninety-five degrees, and the humidity was off the 
charts. We felt as if we were melting in the sun, so we found 
some shade under a tent where construction workers were 
building new classrooms for the school. We were feeling frus-
trated and useless as we had planned to paint all morning, and 
it looked as if we would just be sitting around, waiting until our 
team came back to pick us up for lunch.

We ended up starting a conversation with some of the con-
struction workers. They were not part of the school or church 
with which we were working; they were just hired to build the 
classrooms. One young man really opened up and shared about 
his life and the hardships he faced. We were able to talk with 
him and pray with him, asking God to help him through his 
trials. So although we originally felt useless, we realized that 
God just had a different plan for using us that morning.

SONG: I Will Follow
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Heavenly Father, please help us 

to seek your path and to follow wherever you lead.

—Lori Elliott
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Wednesday
June 6 God’s Got This

BIBLE READING: 2 Timothy 1:7; John 14:27

I hate to admit it, but one of my biggest hesitations about going 
on the trip to Belize was food. I am not a fan of exotic food, 
and I can get pretty grouchy when I don’t eat (just ask my hus-
band and kids). So I was worried about how I would survive 
the week. I wondered what kind of food would be served and 
whether I would like it. I couldn’t stop thinking about my food 
concerns, and my excitement about the trip started to diminish.

I prayed that God would help lessen my fears and anxiety 
and that he would provide food that I liked, or at least food that 
I could learn to like. However, like other times when I have 
faced problems, I didn’t fully trust that God had things under 
control, and I continued to worry and feel uneasy. I kept think-
ing that I needed to do something to solve the problem. Maybe 
I just needed to pack a lot of snacks in my suitcase. Maybe I 
should find out what the menu would be ahead of time. Maybe 
I should cancel and not even go on the trip.

This is how many of us deal with life’s problems. We think 
we have to solve all our problems on our own, and we don’t ask 
God for his help. Or maybe we do turn problems over to God, 
but we keep taking them back and we continue to worry. God 
wants to help us. God wants to bless us. All we need to do is 
pray and trust in his amazing power and love for us.

SONG: Praise You in This Storm
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear God, help us to trust you 

with all our problems.

—Lori Elliott
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Thursday
June 7 Find Your JOY

BIBLE READING: Nehemiah 8:10; Matthew 6:33

When I was growing up, my mother always taught me that the 
secret to having true joy was to think of Jesus first, then Others 
and lastly Yourself—JOY. I have found this to be true over the 
years as I find so much joy when I am serving God and serving 
other people. Taking the focus off of my problems and myself 
allows me to be more aware of those around me who need my 
help.

The people of Belize were filled with joy and happiness. 
They were willing to sacrifice their homes, their food, or their 
seat at the table for us as guests in their country. They made 
sure we felt welcome and that we were taken care of. Their love 
for Jesus shined through them in their acts of love, service, and 
compassion.

One of the most amazing things I remember occurred on 
Sunday morning at church when they announced an upcoming 
youth retreat. This retreat was for youth who wanted to become 
leaders. The amazing part was that the retreat was planned and 
put on by seventeen- and eighteen-year-olds. They were young 
adults who had been involved in the retreat in years past as 
participants and were now coming back to lead the retreat to 
help school other leaders. This was inspiring to me, not only 
because they joyfully gave so much of themselves to give back 
to the church, but also because they had a passion to train oth-
ers to be leaders. The retreat had taught them how to be servant 
leaders.

SONG: Old Church Choir
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Jesus, help us to remember 

that we can only have true JOY when we put you and the 
needs of others before ourselves.

—Lori Elliott
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Friday
June 8 Make God Your Top Priority

BIBLE READING: Psalm 46:10; Hebrews 12:1–2

“Which would you rather have stolen, your purse or your cell 
phone?” A friend asked this question of me recently, and as I 
thought about my answer I became aware of how much things 
have changed. Ten years ago I would have been more upset by 
my purse being stolen. However, today I think I would be more 
upset about my phone.

Our cell phones are no longer just phones. They are also 
our camera, address book, checkbook, CD player, and com-
puter. We can pay bills, communicate through email and social 
media, listen to music, and even watch videos and TV shows 
on our phones. They have become an important part of our 
lives. Maybe too important.

I did not purchase an international data or calling plan for 
my cell phone during our mission trip to Belize. It was really 
hard the first few days. I felt disconnected when I couldn’t text 
a friend or check Facebook to see what everyone was doing 
back home.

As days went by, I noticed that it was actually very freeing 
to not be constantly checking my email and Facebook. During 
one of our daily team meetings we started talking about our 
phones and guess what—I was not alone. Most of the team was 
realizing the same thing. The less we had our phones, the more 
we talked to each other. We noticed we were also taking more 
time to pray and read our Bibles. We were disconnected from 
the digital world but more connected to God and the people 
around us.

SONG: I Love You, Lord
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Heavenly Father, please help us 

to connect with you on a daily basis and to keep you as our 
number one priority.

—Lori Elliott
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Saturday
June 9 Where Is Your Mission Field?

BIBLE READING: Luke 9:23; Hebrews 13:20–21

At the end of each day we would come back from our job site, 
shower, and get ready for dinner. After dinner we debriefed 
with the team, talking about what we accomplished that day 
and making plans for the next day. We also reminisced about 
people or events we had encountered, memorable moments, or 
funny incidents that we wanted to share.

During these times of sharing, we learned valuable les-
sons from our mission hosts, Andy and Lisa. One night Andy 
reminded us that although we were serving on a mission team 
there in Belize, this was not our mission field. This caught me 
off guard. Belize was not our mission field? Why would he say 
that? Where else would it be?

Andy went on to explain that our mission field is back 
home. He suggested that we think of our week in Belize as a 
practice run for work we would be called to do in our mission 
field back home. He pointed out that God would ask us to step 
out of our comfort zone and would stretch us and challenge us 
in many ways during our week in Belize—preparing us for the 
work that God would have for us to do when we returned to 
Indiana.

Wherever you are, whatever you do, you are in a mission 
field. You don’t have to get a passport and leave the country 
to do God’s work. God is calling you to work in your own 
neighborhood, in your own workplace, or even in your own 
home.

SONG: Christ Is Enough
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear God, please open our eyes 

to see the work that you call us to do.

—Lori Elliott


