
Cori DeWitt 

Several years ago, I had the privilege of speaking at our church’s 
women’s retreat.  The theme was from the book of Esther.  The 
message—“for such a time as this”—marked a significant time in my 
life then, and the message continues to be loud and clear. Thank 
you for reading my thoughts from this endearing account. 

Twenty-one years ago I married Steve DeWitt because I didn’t want 
to miss out on what God was doing in his life. The adventure contin-
ues!  We thrive on the activity of teenagers in the house.  (Okay, 
admittedly, we’re tired sometimes.)  Kate is 17 and Noah is 15.  We 
also have a Border collie and Mr. Wiggles—a 350-pound pot belly 
pig. (Yes, we do live smack dab in the middle of Orange County, 
California.)  If I ever take life too seriously all I need to do is spend 
some time with “Wigs” in the backyard. 

I grew up in Newberg, Oregon; attended George Fox University and 
then the Friends Center at Azusa Pacific University.  I have been a 
recorded Friends minister since 1989 and currently work at Hope 
International University in the graduate education department.  Our 
family attends Rose Drive Friends Church in Yorba Linda, California. 
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Sunday 
January 2 Reality  

BIBLE READING: Romans 15:4 
If you find yourself sitting back in your favorite chair with 
remote control in hand and “surfing” the hundreds of televi-
sion channels now available at our fingertips, it doesn’t take 
long to realize that we live in the age of “reality” TV. Name a 
topic or scenario and you’re bound to find a show. (Although 
I’m not personally drawn to these, I have to admit that there is 
one that has me a bit “hooked.” I’ll give you a clue: involves 
Alaska, crabs, and interesting characters.)  

There is an account in the Old Testament that, had the 
producers of our day had it in their hands, would have drawn 
an audience. It’s all there: big lavish parties, beauty contests, 
assassination plots, money, power, revenge and dysfunctional 
families. The names may be a bit different than what we hear 
today—Xerxes, Esther, Mordecai and Haman—and although 
God is never mentioned by name, he is clearly in the middle 
of it all. He is moving in the same way we see from Genesis 
through Revelation—working to bring humanity back to him-
self.  

As we look at “snapshots” in the book of Esther this 
week, let’s remember Romans 15:4: “For everything that was 
written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope.”  

SONG: Come and Listen 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, open my eyes to see 

you at work—in your written Word, in the lives of those 
around me, and in the reality of daily living. I don’t want to 
miss you. 

—Cori DeWitt  
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Monday 
January 3 Her Story 

BIBLE READING: Esther 4:12-14  
This week as we are looking at the book of Esther, here is my 
version of “cliff notes.” 

The book opens with King Xerxes of Persia. He had ac-
cumulated a great deal of wealth. For six months he shows off 
all that he has with lavish banquets and parties and probably 
with ulterior motives: gaining loyalty and support for his cam-
paign against Greece. At the conclusion of the festivities he 
wants to show off Queen Vashti to which she responds, “No 
way!” His friends shot back, “Are you going to let her talk to 
you like that?” 

So then on to a search for a new queen. Here’s where 
Esther comes in. She was adopted by her cousin Mordecai 
after she was orphaned. Esther was one of the “bachelorettes” 
brought in for the king to choose from. To make a long story 
short: she wins. Now the plot thickens. Events involving Ha-
man and Mordecai complicate life for Esther. At a turning 
point in the story Mordecia asks her one question, “…and 
who knows but that you have come to royal position for such 
a time as this?” (4:14).  

Like Esther we all have a story. Maybe in the midst of 
our “stories” there are turning points where the Spirit asks us, 
“…and who knows but that you have been called for such a 
time as this?” 

Are we willing to consider this?  

SONG: Trust and Obey 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I want to be willing to see 

and trust that today you have called me. I don’t want fear or 
doubt to get in the way of hearing you. 

—Cori DeWitt 
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  Tuesday 
January 4 Use Me 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 6:8; Esther 4:12-14 
We are taking “snapshots” in Esther this week. Yesterday we 
looked at Mordecia’s challenge to Esther (4:12-14). The future 
of the Jewish people hangs in the balance. Esther does go to 
the king and pleads her case and her people are spared. 

The advantage in reading the account years later is that 
we know how the story ends. But let’s think about what it 
must have felt like for Esther before she went to the king. 
(Haman’s plot was to destroy the Jews.) “How can this be? Is 
this really it? God made a covenant to us and yet this is how 
it’s going to end?” Have you ever felt this way? You may have 
spent years thinking that God was on your side, but when cir-
cumstances change you think, “Is this really how it’s going to 
be?”  

Is it possible that Mordecia gave the challenge to Esther 
because even if all seemed bleak and hopeless, he was confi-
dent that God’s promises were sure? He was convinced that 
God must still be on the move. Mordecia was acting in faith 
that the hand of God was working behind the scenes (or so it 
seemed) for God’s eternal purpose.  

God’s plan of redemption, salvation, and reconciliation 
was communicated in Genesis, lived out by those in this small 
book in the Old Testament, and is still real for us.  

The question for today: When God says, “How do you 
know that I haven’t called you for such a time as this?” are we 
willing to say, “I am here…use me.”  

SONG: Blessed Be Your Name 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, I trust You are working 

and moving. Here I am.  
—Cori DeWitt  
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Wednesday 
January 5 Haman’s Heart 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 139:23-24 
One of the interesting characters in the book of Esther is Ha-
man. As the story unfolds, Haman is elevated to second in 
command. There is something triggered in Haman’s heart 
when Mordecai does not pay him the honor he believes he is 
due. Mordecai discovers that Haman’s way of getting back at 
him is way out of proportion to the offense. The personal con-
flict has now put every Jew in jeopardy.  

As God often does, he uses what appears an insignifi-
cant event—a sleepless night for the king—to have his way for 
his people. The king needs something to help put him to sleep 
so he asks for the history books. (That would do it for me.) 
Another series of events falls into place: Persian kings pub-
licly reward those who are loyal, so when the king hears how 
Mordecai foils an assassination plot he wants to honor him. 
While the king intends to honor Mordecai at a banquet, Ha-
man thinks it’s all about him. In the end, Haman discovers he 
will hang on the very noose he inteneded for Mordecai.  

What do we learn from Haman? Have you ever been ob-
sessed by something—consumed by a little thing—really  
trivial in the scheme of things? It is said that one can tell how 
big a man is by how small a thing it takes to frustrate him. 

What does it take to get us upset, consumed, obsessed? 
We get caught up on something that has tripped our “pride” 
button. Haman is the villain in the story, but how often we 
can act like him.  

SONG: We Fall Down 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Search me, O God. 

—Cori DeWitt 
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Thursday 
January 6 A Bitter Heart 

BIBLE READING: Romans 7:14-25 
Yesterday we asked the question, “What can we learn from 
Haman?” It’s much easier to make him the villain in the story. 
We compare ourselves to him and think, “I’m so glad I would 
never do anything like that,” or assume that when we are 
Christ followers we are exempt from the battles of pride and 
selfishness that lead us down the road that Haman was on. 
And yet, pride is pride and selfishness is part of the sin nature 
we find at war in our hearts (Romans 7). 

What happens when we don’t let those “consuming lit-
tle things” go? They become a breeding ground for bitterness. 
Resentment and bitterness will destroy us from the inside out. 
And bitterness won’t stop there. If we let it fester and grow, it 
will seemingly seep out of our pores and impact those around 
us—most often hurting those we love.  

Bitterness isn’t always the result of something we’ve 
done to be hurtful. At times we’ve been hurt by someone else. 
We try to justify our resentment because we were wronged. 
Bitterness may also result from tragedies happening to those 
close to us: someone is in the wrong place at the wrong time; 
death comes unexpected/too soon or long-drawn-out and 
painful; chronic illness; children or family members walk 
away from the Lord; finances; shattered hopes and dreams.  

Are we willing to see—in the midst of circumstances 
that can lead to bitterness—that God may still be moving? 
“For such a time as this…?” 

SONG: Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, open the eyes of my heart 

to see the ways in which I hold on to hurt. I don’t want bitter-
ness to have a hold on me. Prune me and heal me as only you 
can do. 

—Cori DeWitt 
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Friday 
January 7 Access 

BIBLE READING: Hebrews 9:1-14 
Have you noticed the preparation it took for Esther to be ready 
to see the king? There was a set protocol and it encompassed a 
whole year! This exceeds any day spa experience I have ever 
heard of. Think about it. A year of preparation before she 
could approach the throne of the king. When Esther did gain 
access, the king provided deliverance.  

Deliverance. Isn’t that what Christ has provided for you 
and me? His deliverance and desire to save me is not about 
time spent in preparation. It is about a willing heart. “…but 
because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to 
God through him, because he always lives to intercede for 
them. Such a high priest meets our need—one who is holy, 
blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the 
heavens” (Hebrews 7:24-26). 

I am so grateful that because of the relationship he estab-
lished with mankind—through his Father, the doors to his 
throne are thrown wide open. We have direct access through 
Christ and can march right in before the throne to lay our lives 
before his feet. I love this visual picture. What an awesome 
privilege. I don’t want to be lazy-hearted and take for granted 
what Christ has done to make a way for me. Today I want to 
be in awe that he is mighty to save.  

SONG: Mighty to Save 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, thank you for loving us 

and for making a way for us to approach you. Make my heart 
more aware today of your deliverance. 

—Cori DeWitt  
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Saturday 
January 8 Bring It 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 2:8-10 
In the passage of Esther’s preparation before the king, the use 
of myrrh triggered something for me. Esther 2, verse 12 tells 
us that the last six months of the year-long preparation con-
sisted of perfumes and cosmetics, but the first six months was 
the use of “oil of myrrh.” If mentioned so specifically, there 
must be significance. 

Earlier in the Old Testament, myrrh was used as a com-
modity, a gift in trade. In Esther’s story we see it as part of the 
preparation for the king and his throne. Later in the New Tes-
tament it was one of the gifts brought to Jesus when he was 
born and also mentioned in John 19 when Nicodemus brought 
myrrh and aloe for Jesus’ body after the cross. 

Myrrh is a perfume and this is why it was also used as 
an embalming perfume. Its fragrance is released when it is 
crushed.  

There are times when we feel that this is all we have to 
offer. Our lives crushed and broken. Our hearts…our lives…
our brokenness…our sin…that is part of the gift. We might 
ask, “What kind of a gift is that?” But it is exactly what God 
wants. Only he is able to receive our brokenness and bring 
restoration and wholeness. Christ accepts our willingness to 
approach him with all we have and use us for “…such a time 
as this.” 

SONG: We Are an Offering 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, give me the willingness 

to bring to you my heart. To see those things that are crushing 
and broken as part of the gift/offering you so readily receive. 
You are the Healer and Restorer of the brokenhearted and 
crushed as I approach your throne. 

—Cori DeWitt  
 


