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Thursday 
July 1 Telling the Truth 

BIBLE READING: Acts 5:1-11 
Telling the truth carries a cost. Ananias and Sapphira lied to 
hide their profits, but Peter, representing the church, con
fronted their lies. A community of Christians filled with lies, 
or even “half-truths,” is a community dying or already dead. 

I haven’t always told the truth very well. I don’t mean I 
lie—I think I could count on one hand how many times I have 
deliberately lied—but I do not always say all that needs to be 
said. I don’t confront others well; I tend to let people’s lies 
“slide” rather than confront them. Peter shows us that the 
church is not a place where people can slide by. 

Quakers became known for the deliberate ways they told 
the truth: stressing simple speech, refusing to take oaths. They 
declared, “Either my word is true or it is not.” They put their 
theology where their mouth was. This part of Friends history 
challenges me to seek community life that doesn’t shy away 
from the hard truths about the world and about us. 

In today’s world we don’t really want to confront lies. 
Leniency feels better. Being “judgmental” seems a greater sin 
than confronting hard-to-deal-with people. But telling the 
truth and being judgmental are two different things. Not tell-
ing the truth leads to dysfunction in the community.  

In trying to save ourselves with lies we become people 
who do not reflect the truth of the gospel. Because we fear 
speaking the truth, we cover up the sins of people like 
Ananias and Sapphira. Peter was not afraid to confront lies. 
Sometimes truth proves more costly than we realize. 

SONG: Help Us Accept Each Other 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help us. Lord, hold truth high 

as we seek to live honest lives before you and those in our 
community.  

—C. Wess Daniels 
[worth repeating from July, August, September 2006] 




