
Cleta Crisman

I live in Wilsonville, Oregon, with my husband, Gordon. Our five kids live 
fairly close by which is good because that means our five grandchildren 
do too. Currently I’m attending George Fox Evangelical Seminary and 
surviving in spite of my shrinking brain. I am learning to let God live my 
life—what an adventure!

Above is a photo of me at Multnomah Falls with my mother, Vivian 
Thornburg, and my son, Andy.
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Friday
July 1 True Witness

BIBLE READING: Acts 1:6-8

We’ve been reading about people whose lives have displayed 
clear evidence—a witness—that God is both real and loving. 
I was taught that witnessing is a command of Jesus and we 
should be doing it. But what does it mean to be a witness of 
Jesus?

In my childhood, witnessing meant door to door cam-
paigns, tracts, and pressing people to believe in Jesus. This 
mindset wasn’t a good one for me. It led to (1) having a hidden 
agenda whenever I was around someone who (in my opinion) 
needed to hear about Jesus, and (2) having to make a judgment 
ahead of time about whether they were one of those persons.

In today’s text, Jesus says to his disciples, “you will re-
ceive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses.” The Greek verbs for “will receive” and “will 
be” can be either commands or foretelling. But Jesus wouldn’t 
be commanding his disciples to get out there and start receiv-
ing the Holy Spirit; rather, Jesus was telling them what would 
happen, both in the receiving of the Spirit’s power and in being 
witnesses.

Do you think sometimes we get mixed up about what 
comes first in witnessing? First we have to actually see or ex-
perience something. In today’s text it was receiving the power-
ful presence of the Holy Spirit who would bear witness to the 
world that Christ lives. In court, to be a witness you have to 
actually see something. Second-hand knowledge is “hearsay,” 
inadmissible as evidence. Where do you “see” Jesus in your 
life? That’s your story!

SONG: Come and Fill Me Up
PRAYER: Holy Spirit, please own me; be powerful 

through me and my story.

—Cleta Crisman
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Loving the World
Saturday
July 2

BIBLE READING: John 3:16-17; 1 John 2:15-17; Matthew 
5:43-47 (all NRSV)

Our world is a scary place right now. How can we best be  
witnesses of Jesus in this environment? Jesus’ words in John 
3:16-17 tell us that God’s love for the world drove him to give 
his Son to restore each person to full relationship with him. 
God must have really loved the world!

But wait! In 1 John 2:15 we are told not to love the world 
or any of the things in the world. Verse 16 describes what we 
are not to love in the world: the desire of the flesh, the desire of 
the eyes, the pride in riches. So we are not to love and embrace 
the world’s values, but we are to love the world’s people. All of 
them. Really? Everybody?

Jesus says in Matthew 5:43-47 that we must not only love 
our friends but also our enemies—even the ones who persecute 
us. And in all of today’s texts, the Greek word for “love” is 
agape, God’s wholehearted, unconditional love. God is perfect 
love, so we are like God to the degree that we love. Jesus says 
even those who don’t know God love their friends, so when 
we truly love everyone (a challenge in this election year!), we 
introduce others to the love of Jesus. This kind of love is the 
most powerful weapon against evil that exists, and it is the 
most powerful witness to a loving God.

Since Jesus didn’t come into the world to condemn it, but 
to bring each person into relationship with God, then maybe 
we should hold off on our condemnation and do the work of 
Jesus.

SONG: They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
PRAYER: I can’t do this, Lord. Only you can love and 

value each person. Please do it through me today.

—Cleta Crisman



“Jesus says even those 
who don’t know God love 
their friends, so when 
we truly love everyone (a 
challenge in this election 
year!), we introduce 
others to the love of 
Jesus.”

—Cleta Crisman, 
Fruit of the Vine, July 2, 2016


