
Chris Conway 

I am in my tenth year of serving in the middle school ministry at 
Rose Drive Friends Church in Yorba Linda, California. I have recently 
completed an MDiv degree through the Friends Center at the Hag-
gard School of Theology at Azusa Pacific University. 

Over the last four-and-a-half years I have been living as part of an 
intentional Christian community in Brea, California. This week’s 
devotionals are influenced by what I have learned through living 
with this incredible group of people (many of whom are in this 
picture). Coming from a variety of church backgrounds, we share a 
common desire to live simply and to spread the goodness of the 
kingdom of God to those around us. While demanding constant 
forgiveness and learning, this living situation has been a remarkable 
journey in seeing God’s kingdom lived out. 
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Sunday 
March 9 Community 

BIBLE READING: Acts 2:42-47 
This description of the early church contains echoes of a 
utopian society free to enact the ideals of the teachings of 
Jesus. In its simplicity, the early community of Christ-
followers was unbridled by the challenges of institution. 
There is much to be desired from what those Christians were 
able to accomplish. There was no hunger in their midst, God 
was their focus, and their public testimony was so positive 
that they “enjoyed the favor of all the people.” This commu-
nity, however, knew that their mission was not to be a small 
kingdom unto itself. God was on the move, and that band of 
Christ-followers was charged with the task of inviting the 
whole world to experience God’s kingdom. 

The inevitable result of this expansion was a need for 
organization. As the community of Christians grew, so did the 
challenges of remaining a united group of people.  

A little over four years ago I had the opportunity to join 
seven other Christians in a daily living experiment we have 
come to call the “Community House.” Our values and convic-
tions are many, and this week I will share some of what we 
have learned during our time living together. At its root the 
Community House is built on the understanding that the 
Christian life was never meant to be experienced alone. When 
the structures of the worldwide church seem almost too com-
plex to grasp, we must remember to also find ways to experi-
ence deep and meaningful community in our daily living. 
There are many ways to do this. The Community House is one 
of ours. 

SONG: Song for My Family (Gungor) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, as you live in perfect 

triune community, give me the strength to live in community 
with others. 

—Chris Conway 
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Monday 
March 10 Simplicity 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 10:9-10 
Jesus immersed himself within a community. This community 
was made up of people who would follow, learn from, and at 
times even be called upon to pray with Jesus. They would 
experience life together, and they were united by the message 
that Jesus repeated over and over again: “The kingdom of 
heaven is near.” 

In Matthew 10 Jesus prepares his disciples for the work 
of spreading the message of his kingdom. Jesus grants them 
the power to perform the same kinds of miracles he had al-
ready been doing. The disciples were charged to carry the 
message and power of God to surrounding towns. But in order 
to carry things of such measure, other things must necessarily 
be left behind. The disciples were not to carry money or even 
extra provisions. They would depend entirely on God for their 
sustenance, a thing in itself that was part of their testimony. 

Friends have long held simplicity as a value. When we 
fill our lives with objects and activities, we lose some of our 
ability to focus on God. Our community has spent a consider-
able amount of time discussing simplicity. We desire to shed 
the aspects of our lives that hinder our relationship with God. 
The conversation, however, is complex. Certainly there is 
something to be said for keeping resources that are used to 
God’s glory, but the line between a distraction and a legiti-
mate resource is thin. As followers of Christ, we must be 
willing both to invite others into the discussion and to con-
stantly question what we choose to fill our lives with. 

SONG: Surrender (Vineyard) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father of infinite resources, 

help me to let go of anything that is weighing down my  
pursuit of your kingdom. 

—Chris Conway 
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Tuesday 
March 11 Possessions 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 25:14-30 
Though we value simplicity insofar as it allows us to more 
fully connect with God, we must also understand our use of 
possessions as a spiritual discipline. Jesus tells a parable of 
three servants who were entrusted with the master’s finances 
in the master’s absence. The two servants with the larger 
quantities of gold put the money to good use and saw it multi-
ply. One servant, motivated by fear, failed to accomplish 
anything of worth with his master’s money. 

The parable can and should be applied to more than 
material worth. The message of the gospel is, of course, a 
treasure of far greater worth than any sum of money. Nonethe-
less, there is something instructive here for how we use the 
material resources God has put in front of us. We must under-
stand that all we have is God’s rather than our own. The ser-
vants from the parable were stewards, handlers of someone 
else’s wealth. This is a mentality we must carry at all times: 
We are stewards of God’s resources. 

Society reinforces the idea that a person deserves what 
they work for. If we have labored, the fruits are ours to do 
with as we please. This notion, however, is one for a human 
society attempting to find peaceful ways to manage finite 
resources. In God’s economic system, we are stewards of 
wealth that belongs to God. We truly possess nothing, yet we 
are often asked to steward many things. For our community, 
while individuals may be communally and legally responsible 
for possessions, we must constantly ask, How can my posses-
sions best serve others rather than myself? 

SONG: God of Justice (Tim Hughes) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father of infinite resources, 

remind me that all I have is because of you. 
—Chris Conway 
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Wednesday 
March 12 Time 

BIBLE READING: Luke 10:25-37 
If we truly see our possessions as belonging to God, we must 
necessarily invite others into conversation about ways those 
possessions may best be used. This typically creates some 
tension; our default is actually to recoil when others voice 
their thoughts on how we use our possessions or spend our 
money. There is, however, another resource for which I (and 
others, I suspect) feel even more defensive: the resource of 
time. 

Jesus tells a well-known parable about a helpless man 
who finds aid from the most unlikely person imaginable. As 
scandalous the idea that a Samaritan might help a Jew, the 
characters of the priest and the Levite are even more puzzling. 
Their reasons for not stopping could have been many, even 
religious in nature. But ultimately whatever they had going on 
was more important than the helpless man. Time was not 
something these men were prepared to offer. 

Christians are called to give not only of their material 
resources but of their time as well. Certainly we must be will-
ing to help those in need by offering up our time. Yet we 
know that our time is limited. In this Christian community, 
where others are invited to see into our lives, we recognize 
that time is not our own. Even the time is a gift from God, to 
be stewarded in the same manner as our possessions. It takes 
trust, but by inviting others to speak into how we use our 
time, we grow in deeper community with God and with each 
other. 

SONG: Come, Now Is the Time to Worship  
(Brian Doerksen) 

PRAYER SUGGESTION: God of all time, give me  
wisdom in how best to use the time I have been given. 

—Chris Conway 
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Thursday 
March 13 Hospitality 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 25:31-46 
Understanding that our resources actually belong to God takes 
some getting used to. In a society that is always trying to sell 
us more, it is crucial to have a community that reinforces the 
lordship of God over all things. Christian community can also 
help us turn that relinquishing of control into another calling: 
hospitality. 

Jesus knew that the ways Christians treated others— 
especially other Christians—would be the distinction that 
marked God’s presence in their midst. In John 13:35 Jesus says 
that the world would know his disciples by the love they 
showed to one another. In Matthew 25 Jesus explains that the 
way his followers treated others in their midst mattered. Are 
they hungry? Feed them. Are they lacking in provision? Pro-
vide for them. Are they isolated from their community? Bring 
community to them. These things would cost the disciples 
time and money. But then again, time and money were never 
theirs to begin with. 

Our community holds hospitality in high regard, though 
we don’t always know what it will look like. We readily pro-
vide a home-cooked meal to any who visit. Once a week we 
invite others to join us for a large dinner. Beds are made avail-
able to people looking for a place to stay. This takes time and 
a modest amount of resources, yet we know that these prac-
tices only help us to scratch the surface. Opportunities to 
show hospitality abound, yet the natural course of our lives 
often makes it difficult. We want to be observers looking for 
the chance to be hospitable in creative and meaningful ways. 

SONG: All the Poor and Powerless 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God who cares for all, open my 

eyes to how I can show hospitality to someone today. 
—Chris Conway 
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Friday 
March 14 Forgiveness 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 18:15-17 
Matthew 18 is often cited among Christians as the ideal for 
solving conflict among Christians. These verses contain great 
wisdom and instruction. Rather than bringing in unnecessary 
parties, direct confrontation is the healthiest choice. If that 
fails, then the Christians community can come to aid. 

In our group we noticed a nuance that Matthew 18 did 
not seem to address immediately. Rarely did a conflict arise 
because one person was clearly in the wrong. More often than 
not, two well-meaning people disagreed about a situation or 
way to approach a situation. Bringing in a third party gener-
ally confirmed that neither person was in sin; rather, the two 
people were simply in disagreement. 

The chapter’s topics vary, but the spirit behind Matthew 
18 is the same, whether talking about sin in the church or two 
people in disagreement. We cannot be a people who act apart 
from community. Sin is certainly a divider amongst Chris-
tians, but so is the refusal to work through disagreement. 

For reconciliation to happen, forgiveness must be the 
primary language. Issues must be addressed; true reconcilia-
tion cannot take place in avoidance. Both parties must come 
to the table with the posture of, “How can I better show up for 
my community?” Forgiveness cannot be tied to one person 
being right and the other wrong. It must be given freely—a gift 
that does not bestow moral superiority on the giver. And we 
must always be willing to be forgiven. The process can be 
uncomfortable, but there is no other option for communities 
of Christ followers. 

SONG: Forgiver (Citipointe) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God who reconciled us unto 

yourself, help us show forgiveness to those with whom we 
exist in community. 

—Chris Conway 



89 

Saturday 
March 15 Formation 

BIBLE READING: Proverbs 27:17 
Be yourself. This mantra gets repeated before job interviews, 
first dates, and at self-help seminars. It is almost a cultural 
creed that we should embrace who we are now and spurn 
attempts by others to change us. Introspection, of course, is a 
good thing. Knowing who we are and how we function is 
crucial to understanding what God is up to in our lives. But at 
the risk of challenging conventional wisdom, our community 
has learned over the years that “be yourself” is about as mean-
ingless and unhelpful a social goal as they come. 

Though God has created us as unique individuals with 
our own thoughts and passions, we are not the fullness of 
what we were created to be. That is the effect of sin. Chris-
tians have experienced salvation but are perpetually seeking 
to work out that salvation. We must be formed into something 
new. But what are we being formed into? 

The problem with “be yourself” is that it assumes we 
exist in a vacuum. It says that we cannot let anything else tell 
us what we are. But we are beings that only know how to exist 
in relationship to others. However we might try, external 
factors are constantly forming us. Our choice is not “Will I be 
formed?” but “By what will I be formed?” This is the essential 
piece of Christian community. We submit ourselves to other 
Christians so that in relationship we actually try to change 
who we are. We change because we want to be more like 
Christ. And when there are thoughtful, sincere, and prayerful 
Christians in our lives, the task becomes much easier. 

SONG: Stir in Me (Hillsong) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, do not let me be content 

where I am. Grant me the humility to allow others into my 
spiritual formation. 

—Chris Conway 


