
Chris Conway 

I am now in my eighth year serving in the middle school ministry at 
Rose Drive Friends Church in Yorba Linda, California. I have recently 
completed an M. Div. degree through the Friends Center at the 
Haggard School of Theology (Azusa Pacific University). 

Over the last two and a half years I have been living as part of an 
intentional Christian community in Pomona, California. The group of 
people you see in the photo (I am the one in the back left) are 
seeking to help each other grow in our commitment to God and 
others through doing life together. We come from a variety of 
church backgrounds but share a common desire to live simply and to 
spread the goodness of the kingdom of God to those around us. This 
sort of living situation demands constant forgiveness and learning, 
but it has been a remarkable journey to see God’s kingdom lived out 
in this way. 
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Sunday 
November 13 Cycles of Sin 

BIBLE READING: Habakkuk 1:2-4 
Sin is a problem not easily solved. It is tempting to treat it like 
a string of isolated incidents—separate acts of rebellion that 
stand on their own. If this were the case, the problem might 
not be so daunting. Each act might be recognized, dealt with, 
and forgotten. But sin has a way of preserving itself.  

As we see in the Genesis story, what starts as one act of 
rebellion quickly spreads across generations through acts of 
violence, hate, and injustice. Sin quickly leaves the individual 
and plagues whole societies. Along the way, this communal 
sin acquires other names: “evil” and “injustice.” Suddenly 
every facet of our world is immersed in the effects of sin, and 
we remain helpless as the cycles that sin produces go on 
without end. Lost, we cry aloud for something that will put a 
stop to these cycles. 

In this world of brokenness the church can step in. Not 
because we are immune from sin’s talons. Not because we 
have a seven step plan for solving the world’s evils. And it is 
certainly not because we get it all right. We step in because we 
serve a God who breaks these cycles.  

So we must humbly look to the clearest expression of 
God’s intent for humankind—Jesus. Over the next few days 
we will look at ways in which Jesus confronted the cycles of 
evil. And I hope that we might learn to creatively break down 
those cycles for good. For God, who makes all things new, has 
called the church to be God’s partner in bringing restoration to 
a dying world. 

SONG: Small Rebellions (Jars of Clay) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Redeemer, give me courage to 

join you in confronting the cycles of sin that exist in our 
world. 

—Chris Conway 
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Monday 
November 14 The Cycle of Isolation 

BIBLE READING: Luke 10:25-37 
The story is familiar. An expert in the law questions Jesus on 
the definition of “neighbor,” and Jesus stuns the audience by 
suggesting that a culturally despised Samaritan could be more 
of a neighbor than a priest or Levite. Yes, there is scandal in 
Jesus choosing the most unlikely protagonist. But another 
scandal here speaks to an even deeper issue than the preju-
dice of the audience. 

We all like to imagine that if we put ourselves in the 
story we would be like the Samaritan, ready to set aside our 
agenda to help someone in need. The tragedy, however, is that 
our nature causes us to act like the priest or the Levite. Our 
agendas control us more than we usually know, and as a 
result we isolate ourselves from the community around us. 
The structures of isolation are almost invisible. We live in 
individual family units. We are constantly plagued by a busy-
ness that prevents us from opening our eyes to the people 
around us. We vie for social status. Without even realizing it, 
we deny our impulse to care for others out of a need to pre-
serve ourselves.  

The Samaritan offers us a glimpse of what life is like 
when we set aside our own ambitions and open our eyes to 
the needs of others. Life’s routine gives way to being part of 
God’s story. We begin to see how God is working, and we 
have the opportunity to join in. We are freed from patterns of 
isolation and become participants in genuine community that 
crosses our imposed social boundaries. 

SONG: Shelter (Jars of Clay) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Good Shepherd, help me  

to lay aside my ambitions so that I might see the needs  
of my community. 

—Chris Conway 
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Tuesday 
November 15 The Cycle of Poverty 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 25:31-46 
As we open our eyes to the community around us, we take the 
first step in recognizing the problems that exist. One of the 
most rampant problems of Jesus’ day was poverty. Poverty has 
not gone away, and we have learned how difficult it can be at 
times to free people from it. Neither the most carefully crafted 
governmental system nor the greatest sum of money can bring 
about poverty’s end. Knowing this, Jesus took a two-fold 
approach to the issue of poverty. 

First, the wealthy are compelled to reconsider the merits 
of their wealth. Luke writes of a rich ruler who comes to  
realize the problem his wealth creates for fully participating 
in God’s story (Luke 18). The temptation is to react to this 
passage dismissively by saying that the wealth was only a 
problem because it distracted the man from God. But all pos-
sessions in some way demand our attention and detract from 
God. We must then take great care in choosing what we will 
own. In changing our view of possessions, we are free to share 
more of what we have. 

Second, the poor are brought into community. Jesus 
urges his followers to care for each other (Matthew 25). The 
provision of physical items like food and clothing is certainly 
part of this. However, these items are provided as people are 
brought into a community that cares about the sick and im-
prisoned. In fighting poverty, we cannot simply offer money 
or services; instead we must invite the poor into our lives and 
declare that in our community no one goes hungry. 

SONG: [More than] Enough (Chris Tomlin) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Great Provider, help me to 

understand how my possessions might be hindering me from 
fully engaging in relationship with you and with others.  

—Chris Conway 
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Wednesday 
November 16 The Cycle of Hate 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:43-48 
A few months ago, the United States celebrated as a well-
known terrorist was found and killed. This man was largely 
responsible for the worst attack on U.S. soil in recent history, 
and he devoted the subsequent decade to planning additional 
acts of terror. Many say that this man had it coming—that 
while we should never rejoice in a death we can celebrate that 
his evil presence will not continue to harm the world. 

Mourning those who died in those attacks and maintain-
ing their memory is a valid and necessary part of following 
Christ. The problem with the rhetoric we hear, however, is 
that it establishes an “us versus them” mentality. We go be-
yond mourning the loss of life and start to hate the person 
responsible. We start to lose our conviction that all are vic-
tims—even those who seem the most heartless. There is an-
other tragedy at play, and that is the tragedy of a man whose 
life was spent in a hatred that consumed him to the point of 
death. On the day he died redemption was nowhere to be 
found. His own cycle of hate destroyed him.  

We cannot make the same mistake. Jesus tells us to love 
our enemies (be they a known terrorist or the guy who gave us 
a fender-bender on the freeway) because it is the only way we 
can break the cycle of hate in our own lives and communities. 
When we refuse to hate, we reject isolationism and proclaim 
to the world that everyone has the same need for redemption. 

SONG: Amazing Love (Chris Tomlin) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Merciful God, help me to love 

my enemies so that I might fight the hatred in my own heart. 
—Chris Conway 
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Thursday 
November 17 The Cycle of Violence 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 26:47-56 
In the final moments before Jesus’ arrest, there seemed to be 
no other option than to resist with force. It is, after all, human 
nature to use violence when all other means are exhausted. 
Friends, however, have long seen violence in a different light. 
Whatever the cause, violence can only beget more violence. 

At his arrest, Jesus rebuked his sword-wielding compan-
ion and made a clear statement about how violence works. 
Using violence perpetuates the idea that violence is a valid 
choice. In choosing to fight, Jesus’ companion failed to see 
that there was before him a radically new option—the option 
of the cross. This option does not sound particularly appeal-
ing, since it inevitably leads to one’s death. But this is the 
option Jesus chose, and it reminds us that the cycle of vio-
lence can only be broken when someone sacrificially steps 
onto the battlefield and proclaims “no more!” 

Wars thrive on the idea that there exists an “other.” 
They necessarily need an enemy—a group outside one’s own 
community that can justifiably be hated. In other words, the 
cycle of violence depends on the cycles of isolation and hate. 
In viewing people as “others” we fail to see God’s work in 
their lives and we rationalize why we have the authority to 
harm them. But violence can only end a conflict in the short 
term. The world yearns for something lasting, and the church 
can be that voice that stands in the cross-fire proclaiming that 
violence is no longer the law of the land. 

SONG: Prince of Peace (Michael W. Smith) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Prince of Peace, show us how 

we can be peacemakers in a violent world. 
—Chris Conway 
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Friday 
November 18 The Cycle of Oppression 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:38-42 
Friends have on occasion relinquished their antiwar stance in 
the face of great oppression. How could they sit on the side 
lines while others were being taken advantage of? But as we 
have already discussed, violence offers short term solutions 
that do not speak to the heart of oppression. 

Jesus vocally denounced practices that oppressed the 
bottom rung of society. In one instance, he turned over the 
merchant tables in the temple courtyard in protest of practices 
that kept the poor and the Gentiles from worshiping God. But 
retribution was not his style. Take for instance the case of 
being struck on the cheek (Matthew 5:39). Presumably the 
aggressor would be someone who felt that he had power over 
the victim, possibly in terms of social position or influence. 
Two options seem to present themselves: either take the hit 
and ignore the oppression or return the blow in retaliatory 
defiance. The first fails to confront the issue and the second 
furthers the aggressor’s motivations. But when the victim 
turns the other cheek the aggressor is forced to acknowledge 
the equality of the other. If the aggressor continues to enact 
violence, his injustice is exposed. 

This way of fighting oppression requires creativity. It is 
neither violent nor passive. It actively seeks to call attention 
to the injustice and disarms the oppressor. There are no guar-
antees that the oppressor will stop in the short run, but by 
refusing to act in retribution hope remains that the oppressor 
might be brought into community and choose to end his ac-
tions. 

SONG: God of Justice (Tim Hughes) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God of Justice, teach us to 

stand up to oppression in ways that bring all people into 
relationship with you. 

—Chris Conway 
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Saturday 
November 19 The Cycle of Death 

BIBLE READING: 1 Corinthians 15:55-58 
And so it is through the example of Christ that we learn to 
interrupt the cycles of sin and injustice. We are not content to 
merely treat the symptoms but are driven to expose the 
causes. We reject the isolationism that destroys community 
and proclaim that God loves even those who cause us harm.  

Make no mistake, these are grandiose claims. What 
group of people can ever assert to be able to stop the cycles of 
sin? Only the church, that worships and serves a God who has 
overcome an obstacle even greater than any we have men-
tioned—the cycle of death. 

The kingdom of God is an elusive reality. We find that 
while the kingdom is already here, it has not yet fully come to 
term. Even as we strive to overcome evil, the cycles of sin will 
persist for a time. But our God sacrificed everything to bring 
about the end of sin and death. At the cross where our Savior 
died, sin and death met their match. Because Christ rose again 
and conquered the cycle of death, we know that his ways of 
confronting sin are valid. We may fearlessly claim to a hurting 
world that the cycles of isolation, poverty, hate, violence, and 
oppression will not continue forever. Even now—with God’s 
help—we are actively working to dismantle them. To a world 
that distrusts religion in general and Christians in specific, we 
bring a message of hope. As we demonstrate that the cycles of 
sin can be broken, our world may finally begin to understand 
the power and compassion of our Creator. 

SONG: Marvelous Light (Charlie Hall) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Savior, thank you for  

conquering sin and death. Thank you for offering hope  
to this broken world. 

—Chris Conway 


