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Sunday
March 19 Seeking Justice

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 1:17

Learn to do right; seek justice.
Defend the oppressed.

Take up the cause of the fatherless;
plead the case of the widow.

There are some verses that I stumbled upon when I was younger 
that have stayed with me. They have caused me to come back 
to them. Write them down. Chew on them. Talk about them. 
Ask about them. Today’s verse found me as I was finishing my 
undergraduate studies. I was studying theology and ministry 
at the time, working to understand those two areas within the 
sometimes ugly realities of today—realities of war, deep pov-
erty, oppression, and conflict. And through that journey of 
wrestling I landed on this verse. It functions as a call to action 
for me. It drives me to study how to try and do right in the 
world. It caused me to work with organizations that actively 
seek to plead the cause of people who have not been heard. It 
helps me hear and see the heart of God for the world and its 
people. A heart of deep pain for the brokenness. A heart that 
seeks to rescue and redeem.

It hasn’t been an easy process. In fact it might have been 
easier if that verse had not found me. It might have been eas-
ier to seek out a different path for life. But I believe God uses 
that verse, and many of the rest of the verses that I’m looking 
through this week, to stir in me a heart for seeing God’s king-
dom lived out in the world.

SONG: Where Justice Rolls Down
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, may you stir in each of us a 

heart for your justice, redemption, and wholeness in the world. 
And may we be obedient to listen in ways that are true to that 
call.

—Michael Chapman



94

Monday
March 20 Mercy and Humility

BIBLE READING: Micah 6:8

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the Lord require of you?

To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.

Melissa cut this verse out in big letters and hung it on our wall 
while we lived in Guatemala. It is a reminder of God’s call to 
service that we hope to live out in our lives.

I remember reading it with our oldest daughter and re-
flecting on the words. I realized how hard it is to hold all of 
the pieces of this verse in equal tension. If we act justly, we can 
become consumed in that pursuit, focused on making sure our 
actions are just and fair. And this can overshadow our need to 
be loving and merciful. All of this can mean losing sight of the 
journey of walking with God. For me this has meant working 
really hard to pursue justice in big and small ways like helping 
communities fight for their land, or trying to restore dignity to 
people devastated by drought. But these acts of justice can be 
all-consuming, and become an end in themselves. As we seek 
justice in our world it is easy to neglect taking time to walk 
humbly with God. And it is easy to neglect bringing those is-
sues of justice to God through prayer. Reading this verse aloud 
with my kids helped me see that God’s heart is to see all three 
of these things carried out in our lives.

SONG: He Has Shown You, O Man
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May we learn to act justly, 

love mercy, and to walk humbly with you, God. And may we 
remember that this call in Micah has been set before us in this 
way, to challenge us to keep in balance God’s heart for justice, 
with God’s heart for mercy.

—Michael Chapman
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Tuesday
March 21 Love That Serves

BIBLE READING: Matthew 22:37-39

As a family we’ve lived in a few countries and traveled to many 
more; we have helped communities, individuals, and organiza-
tions make changes for themselves and their children. We’ve 
seen and been confronted by the challenging situations that 
many people around the world face every day, and we have 
tried to choose love in those moments. We’ve tried to love in 
the simple way that Jesus lays out in Matthew—loving our 
neighbor as ourselves. And in many different circumstances I 
think we’ve done our best. At least we tried. We were patient. 
We lived out hospitality. We loved.

The fascinating part has been our response now as we 
have returned to the United States. There has been a tendency 
to close ourselves off from others—to avoid going out of our 
way to meet people, to know them, to hear them. We are sur-
rounded by “neighbors” daily, yet our response is one of iso-
lation, reservation, quietness, and judgment. In some ways we 
see this as a reflection of the culture we’ve reentered, a culture 
that tells us that we are all self-sufficient individuals who don’t 
need to be bothered. We struggle to understand why it has been 
so easy for us to love people well in situations that are foreign 
to us, and so hard in situations when we are closer to home.

SONG: Servant Song
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May we be challenged to find the 

people in our daily lives who need love. May you, God, give 
us the humility and patience to live out these simple words of 
Jesus. May our hearts be opened to find the “neighbors” in our 
lives who need loving and may we not allow the temptation of 
busyness, apathy, or distraction to get in our way.

—Michael Chapman
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BIBLE READING: Job 5:16

So the poor have hope, and injustice shuts its mouth.
In 2015 we were witness to a massive and incredible social and 
political revolution that occurred in Guatemala. The then presi-
dent and vice president were found to be stealing hundreds of 
millions of dollars through a bribery scheme. A spontaneous 
series of protests began when this scandal was uncovered, and 
what started as one impromptu rally on a Saturday afternoon in 
April turned into protests every Saturday for six months, until 
the president and vice president stepped down.

This passage in Job took me right to that time in 
Guatemala’s history that we got to see and experience. I thought 
of the literal hope that we saw in the streets. Hope in the faces 
of people who were fed up with living in a broken and rigged 
system that would not allow them to support their families or 
communities. We saw hope in the faces of thousands of people 
who came in from far-off rural communities afflicted by deep 
poverty and oppression, who had come all the way to the capi-
tal to make their voices heard. We saw the hope that something 
might finally change—that poverty and malnutrition might be 
alleviated and progress made. We saw hope as Job saw hope for 
the poor. And we saw the faces of injustice—in this case the 
politically and financially powerful—shut their mouths.

SONG: My Life Is in You, Lord
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray today that God will give 

hope to the poor and oppressed; that God will comfort them, 
and us, as his kingdom extends throughout the world. And 
pray that God will continue to shut the mouth of injustice.

—Michael Chapman

Wednesday
March 22 Hope for Justice
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BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:1-3

Jesus’ beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount are Scriptures 
I return to often. The imagery is so rich and poetic, and yet the 
words so challenging. These images flooded through my mind 
often as we traveled through rural villages of Guatemala and 
El Salvador, encountering very marginalized and economically 
poor communities. As we worked to know the people within 
those communities, we saw more fully what Jesus was talking 
about in the beatitudes.

There’s a movement throughout Latin America, started 
and promoted by the Catholic church, that takes this passage—
and the whole Sermon on the Mount—seriously. Within that 
movement there is a saying that God has a “preferential option 
for the poor.” This focus on the poor among us, on God’s heart 
for the poor, and on God’s desire to bless the poor with God’s 
kingdom, helped me see this passage in new ways.

God does not say that the poor are going to be happy, that 
the poor are going to have it easy, or that the poor are going to 
have everything resolved for them in this life. But God does 
say, through these words of Jesus to his disciples, that those we 
call poor, that those who are in need and rely on community 
to survive—both physically and spiritually—are blessed, and 
have a unique place in the heart of God.

SONG: Freely, Freely You Have Received
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God may you continue to help 

us understand Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount, and 
may you show us how we may be a blessing to those you called 
blessed.

—Michael Chapman

Blessed Are the Poor
Thursday
March 23
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BIBLE READING: James 2:16-17

If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well 
fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  

In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, 
is dead.”

I met Roberta in 2013 when she came to my office in Guatemala 
City, to recount the dire situation in her rural community. Over 
the previous two years their community had been hit with 
droughts which knocked out their corn and bean harvests. 
Without these crops, families were forced into deep hunger and 
malnutrition. There were many cases of children going blind or 
becoming unable to walk. As she told me their stories of strug-
gle I was brought to tears.

Soon after, we began a relationship with that community 
which lasted for over three years. We supplied food, seeds, cis-
terns for irrigation, and support systems to foster emotional and 
spiritual healing. We visited Roberta’s house in May 2016, and I 
saw a woman of deep faith and hope, still facing a very difficult 
future for her community. She said to me, “Because you acted 
when we came knocking on your door we have survived, and 
we have hope to continue to fight.”

As I reflect back on that time I think of this verse in James. 
This experience reinforced in me that God’s call to live out our 
faith and love in the world must be a both/and endeavor: a 
testimony of deep and abiding faith in God, and a testimony of 
compassionate action to help those around us who are in need, 
who are suffering, and who have God’s favor and deep love.

SONG: Make Me a Blessing
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray today that God will work in 

you and your community, to strengthen your faith in God and 
to provide opportunities to live out and express that faith in 
loving, tangible, and deeply helpful ways.

—Michael Chapman

A Call to Action
Friday
March 24
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BIBLE READING: Mark 14:7

The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them 
any time you want. But you will not always have me.

The international community has come together to set ambi-
tious goals and strategies to try to end poverty in our lifetime. 
The problem is, that’s not really how poverty works. The terms 
“rich” and “poor” are often defined by the income gap between 
the people who have the most and fewest possessions in a soci-
ety. But poverty is so much more than just an economic reality; 
it is also a social, emotional, and spiritual reality. Bryant Myers 
from Fuller Theological Seminary talks about people living in 
poverty; that it’s not just about our income, but about a whole 
view of who we are.

I think that Jesus understood both of these issues. I don’t 
think Jesus was being fatalistic and saying “there’s always going 
to be poor people, so don’t even try to help.” Instead he was 
saying that the poor will exist because we are humans, poverty 
is complex, and humanity will always push to dominate, op-
press, and exploit. He did not say to stop trying to bring about 
wholeness and redemption into the world, but to understand 
that that endeavor will never fully be realized.

He is also saying (at least to me) that there will always be 
people in need, and you have to be careful about balancing the 
desire to help with the call to abide in Christ and spend time in 
our community of faith. That balance is key in order to have the 
energy and vision to serve those in need around us.

SONG: Who Am I?
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, may you show us the 

poverty that we have in our own lives. And may you teach us 
to abide in your presence in order to live out your vision for 
wholeness and healing in the world.

—Michael Chapman

Jesus Calls Us
Saturday
March 25


