
Max Carter 

Originally from Indiana, where I grew up in Western Yearly Meeting 
of Friends, I now reside in Greensboro, North Carolina, with my wife 
of 37 years (Jane), two dogs, and a garden. Now a member of North 
Carolina Yearly Meeting (FUM), I serve at Guilford College as direc-
tor of Friends Center, campus ministry coordinator, and adjunct 
faculty in religious studies. 

This set of devotions for Fruit of the Vine is based on the life of 
Anthony Benezet (1713-1784). Although well-known in his own time 
through his voluminous writing and influence on major thinkers, he 
is not familiar to most Friends today. His writing was particular to 
the social issues of his day, and he left behind no spiritual autobiog-
raphy like John Woolman’s. But his life and witness remain inspira-
tional and can instruct us in important ways. 

Possessed of a keen wit, Benezet once teased a neighbor who had 
replaced a broken pane of glass with a piece of material. Tapping 
on it with his walking stick, he exclaimed, “Sham pane! No glass!” 

I hope the reader finds these devotionals not to be a shame—or to 
have no class! 
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Sunday 
May 15 

BIBLE READING: 1 Peter 2:11 
Anthony Benezet (1713-1784) was more widely known and 
had more influence than most Quakers of his time, including 
good friend and contemporary, John Woolman. Yet he is little 
known today. I hope in these devotionals to share a little of 
his significance and the deep faith that informed his remark-
able life—and which may offer us encouragement as his life 
and writings did to many in the 18th century. 

Benezet was born to a Protestant family in France at a 
time when persecution was increasing; these “Huguenots” 
suffered forced child conversion, destruction of their 
churches, prohibition of assembly, and even execution of their 
leaders. The family finally fled to Holland in a daring escape 
during which their guide offered a border guard his choice of 
a bag of gold or a bullet! 

Eventually settling in England and later in Philadelphia, 
where the Benezets found common spiritual ground with 
Quakers and Moravians, Anthony became a member of the 
Religious Society of Friends. His life of commitment to Christ 
and Christ’s reign was marked by his having been a “pilgrim 
and a stranger,” recognizing that all our supposed material 
securities can be lost at any moment. Those who “shook 
hands with the world,” as he once expressed, lose sight of 
eternal verities and seek the nothingness of wealth and ease. 

“One thing is necessary,” he wrote: “withdrawing from 
the spirit of the world.” 

SONG: I Am a Poor Wayfaring Stranger 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help us to recognize  

that we all are, indeed, “pilgrims and strangers” in this 
world—that our true home lies elsewhere, and our ultimate 
destination ought to be Thy kingdom and its righteousness. 

—Max Carter 

Pilgrims and Strangers 
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Monday 
May 16 Spirituality of the Pilgrim 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 25:35 
Anthony Benezet’s Huguenot heritage found a home in the 
spiritual commitments of Friends: direct inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, non-resistance, the universal priesthood of all 
believers, and the ministry of women. As he integrated the 
gospel message into his own life, he summarized his interpre-
tation of the Quaker way in a letter to a friend in 1779: 1) The 
Spirit alone gives life; appearance alone produces chaff; 2) 
The gospel is a display of divine love, operating through 
suffering; and 3) To follow Christ, we must give up love of the 
world and accept that we are but strangers and pilgrims in it. 

In this spirit, he expressed to another acquaintance his 
understanding of discipleship: “My soul longs to be a posses-
sor of that gospel charity, even the love of Christ, which em-
braces the whole universe…flowing for every individual, let 
his name or even erroneous opinion, be what it may, if so be 
that his heart is but sincere toward God.” 

An example of this “gospel charity” may be found in 
Benezet’s close friendship with the Great Awakening 
preacher, George Whitefield. With Whitefield, Benezet agreed 
that “the gospel must and will be preached to all the world,” 
and befriended the evangelist even when Quakers were dis-
couraged from “mixing with the world’s people.” But this 
friendship didn’t prevent a passionate disagreement with 
Whitefield over the preacher’s endorsement of slavery! 

Christ judges us by how we treat “the very least of 
these”—an important part of that gospel message! 

SONG: Give Yourself to Love 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me not to “shake 

hands with the world” and live in harmony with thy gospel of 
love in action. 

—Max Carter 
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Tuesday 
May 17 Study Thyself 

BIBLE READING: 2 Timothy 2:15 
After settling in Philadelphia in the 1730s, Anthony Benezet 
tried unsuccessfully to establish himself in the mercantile 
business. Soon, however, he undertook what would become a 
lifelong passion: education. Beginning first by becoming the 
schoolmaster of the little Friends school in Germantown, he 
eventually accepted a position at the “Friends Publick 
School” (now the William Penn Charter School), an institu-
tion that served the wider society (in contrast to “Select” 
schools that catered only to Quaker children). 

Becoming a noted educational specialist, reforming 
schooling with several influential books on grammar and 
spelling, Benezet also applied his Christian principles in the 
classroom. He replaced corporal punishment with kindness 
and understanding; he opened a girls’ school at a time when 
females were undervalued as the objects of education. And in 
what he called the “crowning achievement of his life,” he 
opened a school in his own home for black children—thought 
to be the first school for blacks in America. 

With his deep commitment to the spirituality of a 
“pilgrim and stranger,” Benezet nourished and loved his 
students, even if they may have been regarded as “less than” 
by the wider society. One of these students, Richard Allen, 
went on to found the first “black church” in America: the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church. The impact of his life’s 
witness continues to reverberate, even today. We never know 
where the seeds we sow may sprout! 

SONG: We Plow the Fields and Scatter 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me to see where way 

is opening for me to commit my life’s vocation to thy calling 
on my life. May my work in the world bear fruit worthy of 
that calling. 

—Max Carter 
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Wednesday 
May 18 Watching Over the Stranger 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 146 
Through Benezet’s own experience as an “alien,” his encoun-
ter with “the other” in his school for black children, and his 
involvement in the Germantown community where Friends 
had penned the first white protest against slavery in North 
America in 1688, he came to a passionate position opposing 
slavery. With John Woolman in 1754 he wrote an epistle 
against the slave trade which was adopted by Friends. In part, 
it read: 

“…if we continually bear in mind the royal law of doing 
to others as we would be done by, we shall never think of 
bereaving our fellow creatures…nor grow rich by their bond-
age. To live in ease and plenty by the toil of those whom 
violence and cruelty have put in our power, is neither consis-
tent with Christianity nor common justice.” 

Later writing several books that confronted the argu-
ments in favor of slavery, he continued to trumpet his belief 
that slavery violated the basic precepts of the gospel and drew 
on direct, anthropological evidence to support the dignity and 
humanity of blacks. His writings were freely plagiarized by 
John Wesley and were responsible for converting Thomas 
Clarkson to his pivotal role of abolitionism in England. 

What “aliens and strangers” are among us who need our 
Christian advocacy today? How might our faithfulness to 
“pure gospel precepts” help change the world and “welcome 
the stranger”? 

SONG: O Brother Man, Fold to Thy Heart Thy Brother 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, open my eyes to those 

injustices in the world which are the results of my own  
carelessness, insensitivity, and lack of awareness.  
Help me to examine my own life to see where the “seeds  
of war and violence” lie in my own lifestyle and attitudes. 

—Max Carter 
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Thursday 
May 19 

We Have Met the Enemy,  
and He Is Us 

BIBLE READING: Jeremiah 7:5-7 
Hatred for Indians, even in the “Quaker colony” of Pennsyl-
vania, ran deep in the mid-1700s. French and Indian forces 
had defeated a British garrison in the western part of the 
colony and Indian raids on frontier settlements became fre-
quent. The sight of mutilated settlers’ bodies dragged through 
city streets brought panic, fear, and anger even to Philadel-
phia. The governor signed off on a program of paying for the 
scalps of Indians—one of the factors that led to Quakers aban-
doning the government of Pennsylvania in 1756. 

And Benezet? As he helped organize relief supplies for 
refugees from border fighting, he insisted on the supplies 
being made available to Indians who were suffering, too. He 
recognized that the violence was perpetrated not by an inher-
ent “flaw” in the Indians, but in social and economic forces, 
especially the greed, covetousness, and deceit they had suf-
fered at the hands of whites. He formed close friendships with 
Indians and, similar to his work on slavery, wrote an influen-
tial 1784 tract on an anthropological and ethical study of 
Indian values. Active with a committee of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting to assure pacific relations with Indians, he attended 
every major peace conference with Indians in Pennsylvania 
and entertained them in his Philadelphia home. 

How do we apply our Christian precepts to seeing the 
“aliens” among us as fellow humans for whom God’s love is 
offered? 

SONG: Jesus Loves the Little Children 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, open my eyes to those 

“aliens” among us who are despised by the world but for 
whom thy Son died and for whom thy love is constantly 
poured out. Help me to be an agent of that love and care, and 
lead me in those paths of peace that help end oppression. 

—Max Carter 
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Friday 
May 20 Let Us Try What Love Will Do 

BIBLE READING: Micah 6:6-8 
Benezet, by personal temperament and religious conviction, 
followed the way of peace. 

A vegetarian, he once declined an invitation to a 
chicken dinner by good-humoredly saying, “I really couldn’t 
eat my neighbors!” He refused to pay war taxes and, as men-
tioned earlier, forswore corporal punishment in his classroom. 
He wrote a tract, “Thoughts on the Nature of War,” expressing 
the view that the true root of fighting proceeds, according to 
the epistle of James, from our own passions and lusts. He 
remained a staunch pacifist throughout the Revolutionary 
War, even appealing to Patrick Henry before the onset of the 
fighting not to use violent means. 

Yet at the time of a famous deliberation among Friends 
about what to do in response to those 200 Quakers who had 
taken up arms during the 1764 “Paxton Boys” raid on Phila-
delphia, Benezet refused to take a hard line. Even while the 
Quaker “defendants” proved to be intransigent in their argu-
ments about the legitimacy of defensive warfare, he cited the 
example of the Moravian Church’s wisdom in allowing some 
of their members to dissent in the article of defensive war. 
Benezet was impressed by the Moravian understanding that 
there should be “in essentials unity; in non-essentials liberty; 
in all things love.” 

How may we remain strong in our own religious convic-
tions while remaining open to and understanding of those 
whose perspectives and experience compel them in a different 
direction? Might Benezet’s example of channeling the Mora-
vian slogan “in all things love” instruct us? 

SONG: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me to recognize 

essentials but also to be essentially loving. 
—Max Carter 
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Saturday 
May 21 No Longer Strangers and Aliens 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 2:19 
For Benezet, the “crowning achievement” of his life was open-
ing a school for black children. To me, it is his response to a 
crisis that faced Philadelphia in the mid-1750s. 

Following the British conquest of French Acadia, 454 
French, Roman Catholic refugees flooded into Philadelphia at 
a time of economic distress and strong anti-French and anti-
Catholic sentiments. Given Benezet’s own family history of 
persecution and loss at the hands of French Roman Catholics, 
one could easily forgive him for harboring thoughts that the 
plight of these refugees was “just desserts.” 

But his own experience of being “a pilgrim and 
stranger” led in an opposite direction—in the direction of 
empathy and love. He was at the docks welcoming them to the 
city and headed up a committee that raised funds to provide 
food, clothing, shelter, and employment for the two years the 
Acadian refugees remained in Philadelphia. Eventually, they 
continued on their way, settling in Louisiana with other Aca-
dians and becoming known as “Cajuns!” 

At Benezet’s death in 1784, thousands lined the streets 
of Philadelphia for his funeral procession, and a Revolution-
ary War veteran was overheard to exclaim, “Here was a greater 
person than Washington himself.” Paradoxically, his 
“greatness” came from his own experience as an “alien,” as 
“one of the least of these.” 

How may we become “strangers” to this world so that 
we may become a more vital Christian presence in the world? 

SONG: In Christ There Is No East or West 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me to love the world 

with “weaned affections.” 
—Max Carter 


