
Max Carter 

Originally from Indiana, where I grew up in Western Yearly Meeting 
of Friends, I now reside in Greensboro, North Carolina, with my wife 
of 35 years (Jane), two dogs, and a garden. Now a member of North 
Carolina Yearly Meeting (Friends United Meeting), I serve at Guilford 
College as director of Friends Center, campus ministry coordinator, 
and adjunct faculty in religious studies. The simple portrait above 
was drawn last fall by  Heather von Bodungen—one of my students. 

This set of devotions for Fruit of the Vine is based on the life of 
Allen Jay (1831-1910), the centennial of whose death will be ob-
served in 2010 by a newly-edited version of his Autobiography and 
by programs at a number of institutions he influenced in his half-
century of public ministry. He helped rebuild the Southern Quaker 
community after the Civil War, helped define modern-day Earlham 
College, raised funds for Friends meetings, schools, and colleges 
from the East Coast to the West, and was noted as one of the major 
forces for renewal among Friends in the late 1800s. 

One has to be intrigued by a Quaker who has a Baptist Church 
named after him (in Springfield, North Carolina)! 
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Sunday 
April 25 Conversion 

BIBLE READING: John 3:8 
Raised in the Quietist Quaker culture of the mid-1800s, Allen 
Jay knew the profound silence of Friends’ worship. He heard 
the earnest messages of those few who shared out of the still-
ness; he witnessed the lives of integrity displayed by pious 
family and community members; he saw the example of visit-
ing ministers and elders. 

His spirit was still restless, however, and he sought a 
close encounter with God—a desire answered in his thirteenth 
year when an elderly member during meeting for worship 
urged the young people to yield their hearts to God’s love. 
Following the worship, he went to a grove outside the 
meetinghouse and prayed to know that love. 

When he returned home, his mother sensed her son’s 
profound change, yet she could not pray with him or offer the 
words of encouragement he needed. The culture dictated that 
vocal prayer was only for those “called into public ministry.” 
But God’s Presence is greater than cultural constrictions. The 
Spirit “blows where it will.” Allen’s spiritual growth was not 
hampered by his mother’s adherence to tradition. How often, 
though, do we attempt to bind God to our own norms? 

I work with young people and often see their struggle for 
an authentic spirituality, one not restricted by the boundaries 
erected by others. Like Allen Jay, they often have to find their 
own way to wholeness; their elders are sometimes hidebound 
to a certain way of understanding how God moves in the 
world. May we be wind tunnels, rather than windbreaks. 

SONG: Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, may we heed the advice  

of the old Quaker query: “Do you respect that of God in  
everyone though it may be expressed in unfamiliar ways  
or be difficult to discern?” 

—Max Carter 
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Monday 
April 26 Aiding the Fugitive 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 7:12 
Allen Jay’s boyhood home in Ohio lay on one of the Under-
ground Railroad routes, and his parents were “conductors.” 
One day, word came that a fugitive had been seen nearby and 
might soon come to the Jay home—with slave chasers close 
behind. Allen’s father told the young boy to be mindful if 
anyone came to the door asking for assistance. “Tell them to 
wait by the tree in the cornfield and help will come. But don’t 
tell me anything about it. I’ll be out doing chores.” 

Sure enough, the frightened man soon came, and Allen 
did as instructed. A while later, his mother told him that 
she’d fixed a basket of food, and he should feel free to share it 
with anyone who might be hungry. Again, the young boy 
knew what to do. 

Later, when slave chasers came to the door and asked 
the parents if they knew anything about a runaway, they 
could honestly answer, “No.” 

After the coast was clear, Allen’s father told him he had 
hitched up the carriage horse and asked if he’d like to ride to 
his grandfather’s house, adding “If thee knows of anybody 
thee thinks ought to go, take him along.” Allen certainly did! 

Are we this attuned to the responsibilities of our high 
calling as Christians that we, too, take seriously both the 
importance of “truth telling” and of helping those in need? 
Allen’s family was not willing to sacrifice one important truth 
for another. It may take some creative thinking at times, but 
we are called to live lives of integrity—both in terms of hon-
esty and in terms of integrating our values into our lives. 

SONG: For All the Saints 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, give me strength to  

“do what needs to be done” without compromising other 
important principles. Grant me a life of integrity. 

—Max Carter 
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Tuesday 
April 27 Appl(i)ed Ethics 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:33-37 
Allen Jay had recently moved to the Indiana frontier and 
settled in a small Quaker community where he began farming. 
There being a good orchard on the farm, he took a load of 
apples to the city one day to sell and add to their meager 
income. His first customer was the local bank president, Judge 
Barbee, who, satisfied with the quantity, quality, and price of 
the produce, drove with Allen to his home to put the apples 
in the cellar. 

As the bank president, his hired hand, and Allen were 
measuring out the apples, Judge Barbee asked his name and 
where he was from. Upon learning he was a Jay from Ohio, 
the man exclaimed, “Are you any relation to ‘old Uncle Denny 
Jay’?” When informed that he was, Judge Barbee laid down 
the bushel basket he was using to measure the apples and 
said, “We will not measure another apple. I will take your 
word at the number of bushels. You cannot afford to lie if you 
are his grandson. I have done several thousand dollars’ worth 
of business with your grandfather, and we never had a scratch 
of a pen between us. I would trust his word for any sum.” 

How do others recognize the truths of our faith in the 
manner of our lives? Do we take to heart George Fox’s admo-
nition, “Be patterns, be examples in all countries, places, 
islands, nations, wherever you come, that your carriage and 
life may preach among all sorts of people, and to them; then 
you will come to walk cheerfully over the world, answering 
that of God in every one” (Advices and Queries #42, Britain 
Yearly Meeting). 

SONG: Be Thou My Vision 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me make my life bear 

witness to the truths I profess. 
—Max Carter 
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Wednesday 
April 28 Bearing Witness 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:38-48 
Allen Jay was settling into life on his and wife Martha’s farm 
at the outbreak of the Civil War. Although a surprising num-
ber of Quakers in the North chose military service during the 
war, Allen believed that fighting was inconsistent with the 
Spirit and teaching of Christ and refused to report to military 
camp when a Union draft officer visited the farm one day and 
ordered him to do so or “hire a substitute.” 

Told that refusal would mean that the government could 
auction off the Jay property, they remained steadfast in their 
conviction. After numerous attempts to change Allen’s mind, 
the officer finally began writing up bills of sale for the Jays’ 
cattle. While he was writing, dinner was ready, and the man 
was invited to eat with them, the table conversation turning to 
all manner of pleasant topics, none of them including the 
matter at hand! After dinner, the officer said “If you would get 
mad and order me out of the house, I could do this work 
much easier!” 

Notices of the auction were posted throughout the area, 
but the sale never happened. Only years later did Allen learn 
why: during a visit to Washington at the time of the Jays’ 
difficulties, Indiana governor Oliver Morton mentioned the 
sale to Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln ordered the sale canceled. 

Few of us can expect to have a president with his own 
Quaker ancestry intercede on our behalf—but neither did the 
Jays! They were prepared to suffer the consequences of their 
Christian profession. Are we willing to bear the cross of our 
convictions? 

SONG: I Am Thine, O Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, I may not choose to die  

on every cross that is presented, but give me the strength to 
stand strong if called on to take up a cross for thy sake. 

—Max Carter 
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Thursday 
April 29 Goin’ to Carolina in My Mind 

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 6:8 
Allen Jay had settled into life as a Hoosier farmer, was a cata-
lyst in the renewed spiritual vitality of his Quaker community 
in the 1850s-60s, and was recorded a minister in his still-
silent Friends meeting. He could have been excused had he 
dismissed the letter asking him to assume leadership in Balti-
more Friends’ efforts at rebuilding the Southern Quaker com-
munity devastated by war and the anti-slavery migrations to 
free states. 

Moreover, Allen knew that the position would require 
fund-raising, and he had no experience in that area. It would 
demand much public speaking, and he had been born with a 
cleft palate and hare lip. There was also another problem: 
even for a plain Quaker farm family, the salary offered for the 
position by the Friends from Baltimore would be insufficient 
for the growing Jay family. 

Encouraged by his wife to seek what the Lord required, 
Allen prayed about it. Finally, he wrote back to Baltimore 
saying that he would accept the position if a milk cow could 
be included in the deal! The bovine, at least, would help 
provide for the family’s needs. The deal was struck, and the 
Jay family moved to North Carolina, where their work contrib-
uted vitally to rebuilding the remnant Quaker community. 

How often are we “cowed” by the challenges we face, 
when a little prayerful thought might show us a way forward. 
We can milk our faith for more than we think it can give at 
times! 

SONG: Go Where You Send Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, I don’t know what the 

future has in store for me, but I am assured of thy presence, 
guidance, and comfort. Help me take that confidence with me. 

—Max Carter 
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Friday 
April 30 Revival 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 22:11-12 
Allen Jay’s work in North Carolina involved creating a system 
of education, promoting scientific agriculture, rebuilding 
dilapidated meetinghouses, and encouraging the dispirited 
Quaker population to remain and rebuild their once-vibrant 
community. Young people, however, were showing signs of 
leaving the quietist Quaker meetings and joining more 
“lively” congregations. Allen won their assurances of staying 
Friends by interceding with the elders who opposed such 
“mingling with the world’s people” and by attending local 
revivals with the youth. He even began preaching at revivals 
himself, but only with the understanding of his Quaker cul-
ture at the time that he would not prepare sermon notes and 
would speak only as the Spirit moved. 

One night, bereft of a message to give, Allen received a 
note with Matthew 22:11-12 written on it. Disgusted, he 
tossed it aside but then heard the Lord tell him that it may be 
God’s way of directing him! He turned to the text and, in-
spired, preached for 30 minutes, with many—including a 
prominent local attorney—professing salvation. 

Some time later, Allen learned that the lawyer’s daugh-
ter had sent him the note, confident that if Allen Jay preached 
on that text, her father would be saved. But even she had 
hesitated to pass the note, knowing that a Quaker minister 
would not speak from an assigned text! She, too, heard God’s 
voice in response saying that she must be obedient and trust 
the leading as true. 

Are we open to inspiration—in spite of ourselves—and 
from unexpected sources? 

SONG: Breathe on Me, Breath of God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me to recognize thy 

nudgings, promptings, and inspiration. 
—Max Carter 
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Saturday 
May 1 Separations 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 7:1-5 
Allen Jay was deeply involved in the renewal of the Christian 
life of Friends throughout the last half of the 19th century. 
Deeply committed to the work of reconciling people to God, 
he was troubled when people could not reconcile with each 
other. 

He was grieved in the 1870s when the very revivals he 
had helped instigate and had enjoyed so much began to tear 
apart the communities of Friends among whom he lived. 
Concerned that the revivals were introducing methods that 
would lead away from a deep, inward “waiting on the Lord,” 
some “conservative” Friends opposed the new measures, 
standing in the way of any change in “what we’ve always 
done.” Proponents of the revivals often reviled these conser-
vatives and, in some cases, made their lives so miserable they 
left not only their meetings, but the state! 

Allen sadly watched in his own yearly meeting as the 
revivalists won the day, the last two “hold-outs” surrendering 
and leaving the sessions to the strains of a hymn that a leading 
revival Friend called for: “See the Great Host Advancing, 
Satan Leading on!” 

Lamenting such conflict, Allen Jay asked how many 
people had been won to Christ by watching Quakers fight 
among themselves. Always careful himself not to push “new 
methods” beyond what a local community felt they could 
embrace and befriending others with whom he differed theo-
logically, he modeled Christ’s advice to be careful about cast-
ing judgment on others. 

SONG: In Christ There Is No East or West 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, help me be an instrument 

of thy peace, seeking to love others as I have been loved. 
—Max Carter 


