
Krissi Carson 

I have spent the last year or so as an AmeriCorps member at an 
elementary school outside of Portland, Oregon. I spend my working 
days tutoring in math and reading, teaching photography and other 
art forms, and listening to children say strange things. It is the best 
job in the world!  
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Sunday 
November 24 Justice Requires Understanding 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 10 
At times, one of my students forcefully argues for wrong an-
swers, barks like a dog, crawls around the room, and rips up 
their school work in little pieces and throws it on the floor. 
Another student has meltdowns which can be triggered sim-
ply by being asked to sit down. And then another won’t do 
any work, makes bird noises while sitting in the hallway, and 
can completely derail the entire class in seconds. 

These behaviors are incredibly disruptive, and they 
don’t just happen by children at school. Adults do it, too, and 
it can be so infuriating when we fail to give a little grace and 
consider the story of others. We forget there even is a story. 

Recently, the mother of one of those children told her 
child she was never coming back—she didn’t want to be in 
that student’s life anymore. Another child has severe ADHD. 
This student’s mother is in the middle of changing insurance, 
and their medication has run out. The other student is home-
less, and we never know where this child is living from week 
to week. 

Hopelessness abounds. Stories of pain are prolific, and 
so we fail to really know people—we fail to seek justice. But 
we know hope always wins out in the end, and sometimes 
justice seeks us. We can pray diligently, knowing God is a 
champion for the oppressed and a friend to the poor. And we 
can listen to the stories. Sometimes that is the best justice we 
can give. 

SONG: If We Are the Body (Casting Crowns) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Holy Spirit, open my heart 

toward others so that I may become a better listener than 
judge. 

—Krissi Carson 
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Monday 
November 25 Magnified Justice 

BIBLE READING: Deuteronomy 10:12-22 
In the Bible, justice and righteousness are intertwined. To be 
just is to be righteous; to be righteous is to be just. In fact, they 
are the same word in Greek and in Hebrew, often requiring 
translators to decipher through context which word is the 
better option. 

In American culture, justice often gets narrowed to a 
sense of right and wrong. Someone’s innocence will be 
proven; someone’s guilt will be proven. Justice will be done. 

But God’s understanding of justice, of righteousness, is 
vast and all-encompassing. Justice is more than a list of right 
and wrong actions. It is the right not to starve, the right to be 
cared for, the right to be clothed, the right to feel safe, the 
right to be loved, and the expectation that we provide all these 
things to those who most need them 

This is evident from Genesis to Revelation. Israel is 
freed from Egypt after 400 years of slavery, gaining their inde-
pendence as a nation. Ruth and Naomi get their heir and their 
safety. The hemorrhaging woman receives justice through 
healing and gains her dignity back. Every one of these stories 
displays not just how righteousness and justice are insepara-
ble, but why. And they ask us to look into our own hearts and 
reform our own understanding of justice and righteousness. 
How can we take these two often very distinct ideas and re-
join them into the union they have held for centuries? 

SONG: Where Justice Rolls Down 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: What could this marriage of 

justice and righteousness look like in my own life? Jesus, 
show me how to live this out. 

—Krissi Carson 
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Tuesday 
November 26 Justice: A Story of Grace 

BIBLE READING: Luke 23:35-43 
It may seem that justice and grace hold opposing viewpoints, 
but often, maybe always, the two go hand in hand. If God 
regularly executed justice upon us without grace, we would 
likely see a lot more Ananias and Sapphira stories—zapped 
dead for a blatant lie. Fortunately for us, God’s mercy is end-
less. 

As Jesus was being hoisted onto a cross, two men hung 
from their own crosses on either side. Both men had been 
given justice according to the law of the land; both now 
waited to die. We know this story well. It is the story of the 
end of death, the story of passion, the story of redemption. But 
in a curious way, it is also a story of a grace-filled justice. One 
of the men on a cross jeered at Jesus and challenged him to 
save them all. The other man, however, responded. “Don’t 
you even fear God?” he asked. “We are only paying the price 
for what we have done!” 

In the middle of his own miserable death, this man was 
able to identify the innocence and holiness of Jesus. The man 
had been given human justice, and then a remarkable thing 
happened. He gave a request: “Remember me when you come 
into your glory.” Jesus answered with a different kind of jus-
tice—a justice that recognized his belief, a justice full of 
grace—and Jesus gave the man more than he asked for. Even 
better: Christ does that for us, too. 

SONG: Amazing Grace 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Holy Father, thank you for 

being true when I wasn’t. Help me to believe like this man 
did. 

—Krissi Carson 
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Wednesday 
November 27 Justice: Just in Time 

BIBLE READING: Jeremiah 29 
One day, when one of my first graders remarked on something 
he wanted, a fellow student chimed in and said, “You can’t 
always get what you want, but if you try sometimes, you 
might find you get what you need. My mom told me that.” 
Wise words from...The Rolling Stones? But he wasn’t too far 
off. 

Justice is not the story of what we want. It’s not even the 
story of what we deserve. It’s the story of what God knows we 
need. God’s justice is what commanded Israel to care for its 
widows, to feed its orphans and provide them shelter. And 
God’s justice is what sent Israel into exile when they consis-
tently disobeyed. 

We often quote Jeremiah 29:11, but the context around 
this verse matters and adds a necessary depth that’s missing 
without it. The Israelites had been forced into exile. Verse 11 
was the reassurance that God had a long term plan. But first, 
God was leaving them for over two-thirds of a century, taking 
a well-deserved seventy-year hiatus. The Israelites would 
have a lot of time to dwell on how they got into this mess, but 
they need not panic. God would be back. 

God’s ways are curious, but God’s justice is solid and 
trustworthy. It’s true that we don’t always get what we want, 
but we do always get what God knows we need, in the proper 
time it takes. 

SONG: Blessed Be Your Name 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, give me the strength to 

look past my fears and obey your commands, no matter how 
uncomfortable they may feel. 

—Krissi Carson 
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Thursday 
November 28 Justice: Welcoming the Stranger 

BIBLE READING: Exodus 22:21; 23:9; 
Leviticus 19:33-34 

Stories abound in the Bible about strangers. Abraham was a 
stranger and alien in the land of the Hittites. Israel was an 
alien in Egypt. Rahab welcomed the Israelite strangers, and 
her life was spared because of it. Jesus was a stranger in his 
own land. 

Two towns were destroyed because of their lack of hos-
pitality and their hostility toward strangers. In the ancient 
days of Sodom and Gomorrah, hospitality was expected. A 
town that refused to be hospitable deserved no better than the 
fate of Sodom and Gomorrah. We know the story of the men of 
the town ready to sodomize the newly arrived strangers. But 
rape wasn’t primarily for sexual purposes. Its main intent was 
to humiliate, to command power over, to utterly destroy the 
masculinity and status of their victim—be it any man or the 
husband, brother, or father of a woman. 

But this kind of rape can exist in metaphorical ways, 
too, whether it’s in our community, in our church, in our 
land. God commanded the Israelites—and by extension, us—
to care for the stranger, to welcome them. This command to 
Israel is often followed with the reminder that they know the 
heart of the stranger since they were once aliens in a foreign 
land. This causes me to ask: Has there been a time when I 
have been the stranger? How have I treated the travelers and 
aliens in my own spaces? 

SONG: Freely, Freely 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, I ask for peace and 

safety in our most vulnerable populations and for an under-
standing of true hospitality toward them. Help me to give 
grace and kindness as you have to me. 

—Krissi Carson 
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Friday 
November 29 The Justice of Injustice 

BIBLE READING: 2 Samuel 12:1-23 
David was a great king. He had been a faithful friend to Jona-
than, and he acted justly toward Saul in the cave of Adullam, 
sparing his king’s life when David easily could have killed 
him. But at the height of his reign, David allowed power to 
corrupt him. 

Historically, David always rode to battle with his army. 
That is, until the year he decided to send them out while he 
leisured at home, then he noticed a beautiful (married) 
woman, unintentionally got her pregnant, yanked her hus-
band from battle, schemed to get them together in hopes of 
burying the problematic truth, panicked when it failed, and 
found a way to get the guy killed. 

David had committed a series of injustices, and the Lord 
was indignant. Unwittingly through the web of Nathan’s tale, 
David condemned himself. However, God decided justice was 
better served not by taking David, but by taking his son. For 
seven days David fought and pleaded for a different kind of 
justice—for his son’s life to be spared—yet God followed 
through. And recognizing his own acts of injustice, David 
trusted the justice of God, and then he worshiped. 

This response seems odd. But for a good nine months or 
more, David lived under the shadow of his sin. Then the 
iniquities were dealt with and he could finally move forward. 
God’s justice was solid and true; David trusted that the old 
slate was wiped clean and given to him anew. 

SONG: Draw Me Close to You 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Holy Father, your ways are 

holy and just. Help me to reject the distractions and desires of 
the world and to accept your truth and light. 

—Krissi Carson 
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Saturday 
November 30 Illegal Justice 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 12:1-14 
Jesus was no pansy. He knew full well how the Pharisees 
thought, but he was far more interested in doing what was 
good and right rather than saving face in front of the religious 
leaders. Where others may have cowered or ceded to the 
Pharisees, Jesus entered a synagogue and healed a man on the 
Sabbath. He didn’t do this to throw the law into their faces. 
He did it because he saw a need that he could fill and he filled 
it. 

There are unjust laws just as there are unjust men. While 
the Sabbath law is not in itself unjust, the added rules and 
misinterpretations from the Pharisees were overkill and un-
necessarily restrictive. Curing the sick was clearly on their list 
of things not to do. What mattered to the religious leaders 
wasn’t the healing miracle that happened right in front of 
their faces, but rather the blatant disregard for the law. Jesus 
was right, but they were so blind to their own truths that they 
couldn’t even consider a different way. Instead, they wanted 
to destroy him. 

In our own lives, there are often things we are sticklers 
for, laws—be they governmental, church, or personal—on 
which we have a difficult time loosening our grip. In what 
ways can we allow ourselves the grace and freedom to see the 
heart of Jesus in others who may see these laws a little differ-
ently, maybe even for what they really are? 

SONG: The Heart of Worship 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Holy Spirit, I don’t want to 

miss the miracles because I’m too busy being right. Humble 
me, so that I may know you more completely. 

—Krissi Carson 


