
Dan Cammack

I am completing my fourth year as executive director of Evangelical 
Friends Mission. I count it an honor to be part of an agency that is 
helping to mobilize Evangelical Friends around the world to carry out 
the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.

The material you are about to use this week is based on a trip I made 
to Asia in April of this year. I spent nearly three weeks in Nepal, India, 
and Bhutan. I have left quite a few details out of this week’s writings in 
order to protect as much as possible the people involved. This is an area 
of the world that is not friendly to followers of Jesus Christ.

In the picture you see I am enjoying my youngest son’s graduation 
from George Fox University in Newberg, Oregon, along with my family, 
parents, and in-laws. It was a wonderful day! My son’s name is William. 
Everybody calls him Will.

My wife, Tami, and I continue to be members of Tigard Community 
Friends Church in the Portland metropolitan area.
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Sunday
October 30 God’s Presence

BIBLE READING: Psalm 139:1-10

I’m somewhere over the North Pole on my way from North 
America to Asia. The space I occupy is about a foot and one-
half wide, two and one-half feet long, and thirty-thousand feet 
above sea level.

I’ve been flying most of my life—first as a missionary 
kid, then as a missionary, and now as director of Evangelical 
Friends Mission. I’ve been told that the only place missionary 
types feel at home is on airplanes. That’s because they never to-
tally fit in with the cultures they’re sent to, and they no longer 
really fit with the cultures from which they come. Maybe that’s 
why I’m feeling pretty comfortable in this seat.

While it’s true that we missionaries can feel like this 
world is not our home, it’s also true that we have seen and 
experienced a great deal of planet earth and its inhabitants. 
Many of us enjoy navigating the globe and mixing with differ-
ent cultures.

What has become most precious to me is the sense of 
God’s presence wherever I go. Psalm 139:8-10 has taken on new 
meaning for me: “If I go up to the heavens, you are there…if I 
settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide 
me.”

We don’t have to step outside of our homes to experience 
God’s presence, but sometimes familiarity can dull our senses. 
Whether we travel the world or stay close to home, let’s seek 
the knowledge that is “too wonderful for me” (v. 6), the knowl-
edge of his presence.

SONG: I See You (Rich Mullins)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: “How precious to me are your 

thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!” (Psalm 139:17).

—Dan Cammack
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Monday
October 31 Safety

BIBLE READING: Psalm 39:4-7

One of my missionaries and I are hurtling down a narrow 
mountain road in the back of an ambulance. We’re on a bench 
with our backs to the side window. If we cared to look behind 
us we would see mostly sky. It’s a long way to the bottom.

We began this journey in a jeep. The right front tire sprung 
a leak; turns out there was no spare. We had to get to a meet-
ing, so we flagged down the ambulance. There’s no victim of 
an emergency inside, but there are two mothers and two little 
girls. All four are sick and parked next to open windows. It 
soon becomes obvious why they are sick—the young man at the 
wheel drives like a maniac!

We endure four hours of trying to keep our rear ends on 
the bench and there are no seat belts to aid our efforts. I’ve got 
my left foot planted on an oxygen tank to keep me from levi-
tating on the curves. My right hand grips the bench to keep me 
from tumbling into the front seat when the brakes are applied. 
Lord, please deliver us safely to our destination. And, while 
you’re at it, have mercy on those car-sick souls!

This wild ride is exactly why I ask the saints to pray for 
safety. Life and death are often just a matter of centimeters on 
roads around the world. But, of course, death is always closer 
than we realize, even when we’re in what we think is the safety 
of our homes. Our lives are truly in God’s hands wherever we 
are.

SONG: His Eye Is on the Sparrow
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, my life is in your hands.

—Dan Cammack
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Tuesday
November 1 Prayer Request

BIBLE READING: Psalm 128

One of my favorite things about these trips is spending time 
with the national church leaders, many of whom our mission-
aries have led to Christ and discipled. Whenever possible I ask 
them for prayer requests.

Today I’m sitting on the floor with a group of twelve 
leaders. Eleven men and one woman. They have been follow-
ing Christ for around fifteen years. They come from a people 
group that has a reputation for being loud and rebellious. These 
twelve strike me as gentle and humble in heart, just like the 
Master.

Some of their prayer requests are similar to the ones we 
have: ill health, economic stresses, strained relationships, and 
so forth. But some of the requests I have never heard in America. 
For example, one of the leaders is trying to find a husband for 
a Muslim-background believer. He has searched high and low, 
but without success. Evidently there is a shortage of single men 
in that area who have left Mohammed to follow Jesus. He did 
find a Hindu-background believer, however, who would make 
a good husband for this woman. So he has been talking to both 
families about the possibility of marriage. They are open to the 
idea. If they go through with it there will surely be opposition. 
It is taboo for Muslims and Hindus to marry each other, even 
former Muslims and Hindus. This marriage could be a break-
through for the gospel in that place. When we are in Christ, 
walls like this one can come down.

SONG: They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for the delicate situation 

mentioned above. May it be resolved in a way that glorifies 
God, strengthens his church, and brings great happiness to the 
families involved (not to mention the bride and groom!).

—Dan Cammack
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Wednesday
November 2 Taking a Break

BIBLE READING: Psalm 23

The trip is about half over. I’m lying on a bed in the YMCA. The 
mattress is “Asia-firm,” meaning it’s mostly hard. People from 
this side of the world seem to think that beds in America are 
too soft. I am tuckered out and missing home. I think I can hear 
my mattress calling me.

I begin to wonder whether these trips are really worth 
it. What am I accomplishing? Am I just spending a bunch of 
money that is better spent elsewhere? What other parts of my 
life and job are neglected because I’m on the road? These ques-
tions and more crawl through my tired brain.

Then, gradually, verses from today’s Bible reading emerge 
in my mind and start shooing the questions away. “He makes 
me lie down.” I’d like a softer mattress, please. “He leads me 
beside quiet waters.” This is more relaxing than the back of that 
ambulance. “He restores my soul.” I think he may be giving 
me a break. “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.” 
Indeed. And amen.

How many of us are tired and heavy laden with ques-
tions? We have a shepherd who beckons us to lie down and 
rest. He knows exactly how to minister to us in our time of 
need. He promises to restore our souls if we stay in the yoke 
with him. He is not a slave driver nor the kind of parent who is 
impossible to please. He is our loving shepherd and the steady 
ox next to us in the yoke. Rest in him.

SONG: Come Away
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help me, Lord, to accept your 

invitation to lie down and rest.

—Dan Cammack
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Thursday
November 3 Persecution

BIBLE READING: Psalm 27

Uh, oh. We’ve got a problem. There’s an immigration officer 
in the back of the room. He wants to know why there are for-
eigners at this conference. Our visas say we are tourists. This is 
not a tourist site.

There are almost 120 of us in this upper room. Most of 
those present are believers from the host country, a country 
that does not legally recognize Christianity. We have done con-
ferences here in the past without any trouble. We always do 
plenty of sightseeing. But this time somebody reported us.

I came this morning with a certain message in mind, but 
when I began to speak a different message came out. I talked 
about the enemy of the Great Commission. One of the strategies 
he uses to try and stop the spread of the gospel is persecution. 
My message was followed by a powerful skit on the exact same 
topic. The presenters had no idea what my message was going 
to be. Neither did I!

Now our documents are in the hands of immigration. We 
have to go to the main office to get them back. Although the 
conference is only half over, we foreigners won’t be able to stay 
for the other half. We encourage those remaining to finish the 
conference. There are tears and embraces as we leave the room.

One of the missionaries present says, “God is in control.” 
It’s a timely and reassuring statement. The last thing we want 
to do is make life harder for our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
but it seems that the Lord is choosing to give us a small taste of 
their sufferings.

SONG: God Is in Control (by Twila Paris)
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for those around the world 

who suffer persecution for Christ’s sake.

—Dan Cammack
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Friday
November 4 Too Late

BIBLE READING: Psalm 133

Documents are once again in the possession of their owners; 
we had to pay a fine to get them back. The conference ended on 
schedule. Those from the host country finished it by spending 
a great deal of time in prayer. Now there are about thirty of us 
sitting in a living room. Only one of us is a foreigner (me), most 
of the rest give leadership to the sixty plus house churches that 
gather for worship every week in this country.

Everyone present is given opportunity to speak. Some 
say just a few words, others take their time. Some share their 
testimonies, others talk about the challenges of ministry. Sev-
eral ask for prayer. Every word paints a picture of the world in 
which these dear brothers and sisters live.

It’s my turn to speak. They all lean in and listen carefully. 
I tell them that if the enemy was trying to stop us yesterday he 
was too late. The word was already preached and beautifully 
illustrated by the skit. God was in control. I then congratulate 
them for finishing the conference. Therein lies the true victory. 
Their faces light up and they give the Lord a round of applause.

As we eat dinner together my heart is full of gratitude. 
This is a holy moment. I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else in 
the world right now. I enjoy the koinonia that is taking place 
around me. The fellowship is precious even though I don’t 
speak their languages.

What will heaven be like? Surely it will be full of mo-
ments like this one—brothers and sisters living together in 
unity.

SONG: Bind Us Together, Lord.
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Make us one, Lord Jesus, just as 

you, the Father, and the Spirit are one.

—Dan Cammack
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Saturday
November 5 Going Home

BIBLE READING: Psalm 122

This time I am somewhere over the North Pole on my way from 
Asia back to North America. I should be landing in Seattle in 
about six hours. From there it’s a short hop down to Portland, 
and then home to Newberg.

Tami will be waiting for me at the Portland airport. I 
haven’t seen her for almost four weeks. We’ve talked a few 
times by phone and texted nearly every day, but there’s nothing 
like being together in the same place. Though I enjoy a sense of 
God’s presence wherever I go, I miss my wife’s physical pres-
ence when she is not able to go with me on these trips.

My youngest son is graduating from college this coming 
Saturday. I’m really looking forward to being with my children, 
parents, and in-laws again. And then I get to be with my home 
church family the next day. It will be a great weekend!

Yes, there are times when I feel like this world is not my 
home, but while I live in this world I am grateful for a place and 
people to call home. The emotions I feel when I return home 
are not unlike those expressed in today’s Bible reading. God in 
his goodness has given me a “Jerusalem” that I not only admire 
but that also helps keep me grounded relationally, physically, 
and spiritually.

How do you feel about your home base? What is there 
about it that inspires admiration and gratitude in you? How is 
the Lord using it in your life and ministry? What does it look 
like to seek the prosperity of your “Jerusalem”?

SONG: How Lovely Is Your Dwelling Place
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for the peace of your 

“Jerusalem.”

—Dan Cammack


