
Dan Cammack

I continue to travel the world for Evangelical Friends Mission as its 
executive director. In February of this year I spent a week visiting Friends 
in Iowa. While there I visited the first Friends church planted west of 
the Mississippi. The year was 1837 and it took place in the brand new 
town of Salem, Henry County. My great, great, great grandfather Levi 
Cammack and his young family were among the founding members. I got 
to preach at Salem Friends Church during my visit which was definitely 
one of the highlights of the year for me.

In the fall of 1837 Levi bought the first piece of land that became the 
Cammack farm. That land remains in the family to this day. In the 
picture I am standing in front of a barn that Levi built for his livestock.
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Sunday
November 15 A Rough Start

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:2-9

I could hardly believe my ears. Had David just said to the con-
gregation, “Everything Pastor Dan has just taught about spiri-
tual gifts is wrong”? As his words sunk in to my startled mind 
and heart I could feel anger welling up within me and a desire 
to have as little to do with this pastor as possible.

My second term of missionary service in Peru was off to 
a rough start. David was at the center of much of the turmoil.  
It all began with what I thought was an innocent question: 
Brother Dan, what is the first thing you do when you get sick? 
Going to the pharmacy wasn’t the answer he was looking for. 
You mean you don’t pray first? I resented the not-so-subtle rep-
rimand. And then he proceeded to accuse me of teaching cer-
tain things because I was paid to do so. I was fuming by the 
time that conversation was over.

The sudden turn in my relationship with David was 
deeply distressing. We had been good friends during my first 
term. We played basketball together. We strummed our guitars 
and sang together. What happened? Now he was the last person 
I wanted to spend time with.

Years later I read a book by Ken Sande called The Peace-
maker. I wished I had read it before all the trouble with David. 
Ken shows how today’s Bible reading gives practical guidance 
to those who find themselves in the midst of conflict. We’ll 
look at Paul’s instructions in these verses during the rest of 
this week. Perhaps they will be just in time for a situation you 
might be facing.

SONG: Pass Me Not
PRAYER SUGGESTION: “My spirit grows faint within 

me; my heart within me is dismayed” (Psalm 143:4).

—Dan Cammack
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Monday
November 16 Conflict Is Inevitable

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:2-3

Sometimes it’s easy to think that the early church was nearly 
perfect. Surely those bold, no-nonsense, Spirit-filled followers 
of Jesus Christ were wonderful people to be around. Surely 
there were no broken relationships to tarnish the reputations of 
their dynamic churches.

Reading the book of Acts and the letters to the churches 
should put to rest such romantic notions. The Holy Spirit was 
indeed active in powerful ways. Amazing ministry was car-
ried out by God’s people. But none of that prevented internal 
conflict from plaguing the New Testament congregations. The 
apostles were busy putting out unholy fires almost from day 
one. The apostle Paul in particular agonized over messes in 
churches he and his team had planted in places like Galatia, 
Thessalonica, and Corinth.

There seemed to be a special bond between Paul and the 
church in Philippi. His letter to them is one of the most positive 
and fun-to-read letters he ever wrote. But even in that letter 
it doesn’t take long to detect concern about the state of their  
relationships. At the beginning of chapter 2 we find him point-
ing these dear people towards humility and like-mindedness. 
By the time he gets to chapter 4 he is ready to name names and 
launch a plea for reconciliation. The two ladies he named were 
likely the heart and soul of the Philippian church.

We shouldn’t be surprised when conflict arises among us. 
It’s inevitable. I suggest we accept that fact. Doing so might help 
remove some of the sting when conflict does arise. I also sug-
gest we do our best to remember that we are not the first to deal 
with messy relationships. We are not alone. Not by a long shot!

SONG: I Need Thee Every Hour
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, have mercy on us.

—Dan Cammack
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Tuesday
November 17 Rejoice? Are You Crazy?

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:4

I can assure you that this verse was not even remotely on my 
radar screen when the conflict with David broke. Rejoice? 
About what? I would rather have rejoiced that the conflict had 
never happened at all.

The apostle Paul wrote this command to a precious con-
gregation that was embroiled in a major conflict involving two 
of its dearest saints. Rejoice? About what? What could possibly 
have been worth rejoicing about in the midst of a mess that 
must have kept them awake at night?

Considering this verse in the context of conflict prompt-
ed this thought: It takes a lot of faith to rejoice in a situation 
like this! I’m increasingly convinced this is a major part of the 
point behind the command. In times of conflict we are to shift 
our focus from the mess to the one who sits on the throne. The 
Scriptures never picture God running around in a panic when 
disaster strikes. He is still on the throne. As my friend Jesse 
Penna in Kansas likes to say, “The kingdom of God is not in 
trouble.”

If we let it, rejoicing can help ground us in reality. Though 
conflict is an inevitable reality this side of heaven, God’s king-
dom is an even greater reality (one that lasts a lot longer!). The 
King of Kings is more than able to take us through the turbulent 
waters of conflict. He is also more than able to draw those in 
conflict closer to himself and his purposes and also closer to 
one another. It is actually possible that the mess can wind up 
propelling us in the right direction. Do we dare to believe that? 
Then rejoice!

SONG: Rejoice in the Lord Always
PRAYER SUGGESTION: You turn my wailing into 

dancing.
—Dan Cammack
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Wednesday
November 18 Gentleness Is Not for Wimps

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:5

How much good would be done in the middle of a mess if we 
heeded the apostle Paul’s admonition to be gentle? Unfortu-
nately, there seems to be a scarcity of gentleness in times of 
conflict. Anger, defensiveness, and stubbornness are more  
likely to be evident to all.

Back when Paul was Saul he seemed to thrive on con-
flict. “Meanwhile, Saul was breathing out murderous threats 
against the Lord’s disciples” (Acts 9:1). Not a gentle bone in 
his body. But then the Lord Jesus knocked him flat and asked 
him a penetrating question: Why do you persecute me? (Acts 
9:4) When told to get up, Saul arose a different man. Rather 
than continuing his crusade against the church, he entered  
Damascus to await instructions for his new assignment. From 
that moment on he wore the yoke of the one who describes 
himself as “gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29).

It’s fascinating to watch Jesus, who would later become 
Paul’s new master, in the midst of conflict as recorded in 
the gospels. Sometimes it’s hard to tell who started the skir- 
mishes. Was it Jesus, the disciples, or his enemies? Regardless, 
Jesus did not shy away from the conflicts that seemed to dog 
his every step. Jesus was no wimp. There were times when he 
displayed strong emotion under fire and yet he never lost self 
control. There were also times when he spoke truth that sounds 
harsh to our ears and yet was surely undergirded by grace and 
even gentleness.

Paul became like his master to a remarkable degree. And 
so can we. After all, “The Lord is near.” He’s right next to us in 
the yoke. Let’s learn from him.

SONG: O to Be Like Thee!
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Make me like you, Lord.

—Dan Cammack
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Thursday
November 19 Peace Is Possible

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:6-7

I don’t know about you, but conflict makes me anxious. I can 
hardly stop thinking about it. My head fills up with ceaseless  
arguments between me and my opponents. My heart feels 
heavy.

You can imagine the state I was in while the conflict with 
David dragged on. Not only was I not rejoicing in the Lord and 
learning gentleness from the master, I was doing the opposite 
of what today’s Bible reading calls for. Rather than taking the 
situation to the Lord in prayer on a regular basis I was stoking 
the fires of my anxiety.

It has taken me a long time to learn to turn my anxieties 
into prayer requests. I still don’t do it consistently enough, but 
when I do I get a taste of that peace that passes understanding 
and that guards the heart and the mind in Christ Jesus. And 
oh how sweet it is! ‘Tis sheer foolishness to not reach for this 
peace when it’s so close at hand. Lord, please forgive this old 
fool.

A lot of us have these two verses memorized. We can 
quote them backwards and forwards. But are we putting them 
into practice? Maybe you’re doing a better job than I am at 
presenting your requests to God in the midst of conflict. How 
about the “with thanksgiving” part? Notice how Paul continues 
to push us to lift our eyes from the mess to God. We’re not going 
to make things any better by wallowing in the muck and the 
mire of the conflict. God has something better in store for each 
one involved in this situation. Let’s trust him for it.

SONG: Sweet Hour of Prayer
PRAYER SUGGESTION: “I called to you for help and you 

healed me” (Psalm 30:2).
—Dan Cammack
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Friday
November 20 Avoid the Slippery Slope

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:8

It’s a well known fact that when human beings are engaged in 
conflict with other human beings their view of each other tends 
to become more and more distorted. This is taken to an extreme 
in times of war. Enemies become less than human. Names like 
“monkeys” and “cockroaches” are used to talk about each other. 
Humans become capable of doing the unthinkable to their own 
kind.

Paul’s instruction to us in today’s verse is crucial. Are we 
going to let our minds and hearts go down the slippery slope of 
dehumanization (and demonization) when we’re in the midst 
of conflict? Or are we somehow going to fix our minds firmly 
on the truth that this is a person for whom Christ died? Do we 
really want to go down a path that will put us in conflict with 
the Lord himself over who this person is and what he/she is 
worth? He’s already made that call. And he’s not budging.

Regardless of how we feel about those with whom we are 
at odds, there really are some cool things about “those people.” 
It would be a very good idea to name those cool things and re-
view them on a regular basis. Search for any good memories of 
time spent together and hold on to them. The conflict doesn’t 
change the fact that he is still a good basketball player or she 
sings beautifully.

If we’re implementing the other instructions Paul has 
already given us in Philippians 4:2-9 then this step shouldn’t 
be so difficult. It’s amazing how a little rejoicing, a little  
gentleness, and a little prayer with thanksgiving can change 
our frame of mind. Keep it up!

SONG: Open My Eyes, That I May See
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me see my 

adversaries the way you see them.
—Dan Cammack



65

Saturday
November 21 A Happy Ending

BIBLE READING: Philippians 4:2-9

After about two years of largely avoiding David, I visited his 
church and announced that I was going to make a five-hour trip 
by road to visit churches in another city. In fact, I was leaving 
the next day. After the meeting David asked me if he could go 
with me. I wanted to tell him no in the worst way. There was no 
one else going with me on the trip. What would we talk about 
for five hours? Somehow the Spirit prevailed and I said, “I’ll 
pick you up in the morning.”

As soon as David got in the car I could tell something was 
different about him. We traveled for five hours without inci-
dent. We shared ministry together in not one but two cities. I let 
him preach some of the time and resisted the urge to contradict 
him in public. By the time we headed home the wall of separa-
tion between us was much lower.

We made a rest stop in a place that was full of buses and 
other vehicles. As we stretched our legs David came up to me 
and said, “Pastor Dan, I know I’ve been a pain in the neck for 
you these last couple of years. Would you please forgive me?” 
We embraced in full view of anyone who cared to watch. And 
we cried. That is a moment I will remember for the rest of my 
life.

I wish all conflict would end that way, but I know it 
doesn’t. Not even in the early church. But that doesn’t stop us 
from hoping, praying, and working toward reconciliation. May 
God grant us more happy endings. 

SONG: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, help me not lose hope in 

the miracle of reconciliation.
—Dan Cammack


