
Dan Cammack 

I am the executive director of Evangelical Friends Mission, an or-
ganization that has existed for thirty-five years and is supported by 
six regions of evangelical Friends in North America (Alaska, North-
west, Southwest, Rocky Mountain, Mid America, and Eastern Re-
gion). We exist to send disciples of Jesus Christ into the world to 
make more disciples, plant churches, develop leaders, and raise up 
more regions of evangelical Friends around the globe. We are cur-
rently doing that in eight countries. 

My role as director requires quite a bit of travel, so you could say 
that I’m flying all over the world. Thus the picture above. I’m going 
down a zip line on the Island of Palawan during a visit to the Philip-
pines earlier this year. 

Previous to all this flying, I was on the pastoral staff of Tigard 
Community Friends Church (Oregon) for ten years and a missionary 
to Peru for fifteen years with my wife, Tami, and my children 
(Forrest, Rebekah, and William). We served in Peru under Northwest 
Yearly Meeting of Friends Church. 

I pray that the Lord will use this week’s devotionals to continue 
mobilizing us all for his mission in our world today. 
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The Great Commission 
Sunday 
November 3 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 28:16-20 
What title does this passage of Scripture carry in your Bible? 
Does your Bible say “The Great Commission”? Most Bibles do. 
Neither the words “great” nor “commission” are used in the 
passage itself. They were inserted by editors who were trying 
to be helpful. I think the addition works. “The Great Commis-
sion” sums this passage up pretty well. 

What is a commission? Basically it’s an assignment. An 
order. Marching orders. We probably get that expression from 
the military, but we use it in other contexts as well. 

During the next six days we are going to unpack the 
marching orders found in today’s Bible reading. One of the 
things we will discover or be reminded of is that Jesus did not 
give the Great Commission just once. He gave it at various 
times and phrased it in different ways. Each time he talked 
about it with his disciples, he revealed more details. I believe 
Jesus did this intentionally. The assignment was so important 
that it required repetition and examination of its various parts. 

I believe, as you probably do, that the Great Commission 
was not meant only for the Eleven who originally received it. 
This assignment was given to all of us who follow Jesus 
Christ. It’s good to review our marching orders every now and 
then, wouldn’t you agree? 

I remember going out for football in middle school and 
receiving the same marching orders over and over in practice. 
It took awhile for them to sink in and find expression in my 
movements. Perhaps you could think of this week as a prac-
tice session. If so, put on your helmet, and let’s get to work! 

SONG: We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, please make your 

Great Commission come alive in us once again. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Monday 
November 4 Marching Orders 

BIBLE READING: John 20:19-23 
On this first post-resurrection encounter between Jesus and 
his bewildered disciples, Jesus continues to be full of sur-
prises. He begins with a familiar greeting and then directly 
jumps to their marching orders. Instead of spending the first 
hour or two calming their fears and debriefing the last four 
days, Jesus focuses on what’s next. 

To be sure, he doesn’t ignore their fears. He speaks 
peace to them twice and takes time to show them his hands 
and side. But apparently Jesus chooses not to dwell for long 
on recent events or the emotional state of his followers. 
There’s something pressing to discuss during the next 40 
days. No time to wait—let’s get down to business. “As the 
Father has sent me, I am sending you” (John 20:21b). The 
disciples have heard Jesus talk like this before. On many 
occasions he revealed where he was from and who had sent 
him. At least twice he sent his followers out two by two. Now, 
when Jesus puts all this together in one sentence, the disciples 
have a pretty good idea of what he’s talking about. 

Does the church today understand what Jesus is saying 
in that sentence? Probably the answer is yes and no. Parts of 
the church have responded by becoming “sent ones” to places 
near and far. Other parts, however, seem to have great diffi-
culty breaking out of their “holy huddles.” How do you assess 
the church’s response where you are? If Jesus were to show up 
in our congregations today like he did on Resurrection Sun-
day, I wonder if the marching orders he gave the Eleven 
would still be at the top of his agenda. What do you think? 

SONG: So Send I You (Grace Made Strong) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, help us be as will-

ing to be sent by you as you were to be sent by the Father. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Tuesday 
November 5 Where To and To Whom? 

BIBLE READING: Mark 16:9-18 
The book of Mark crams the last 40 days of Jesus’ earthly 
presence into less than 20 verses. Some scholars think that the 
appearance to the Eleven (Mark 16:14) coincides with the 
appearance Jesus made a week after Resurrection Sunday 
when Thomas was present. (John 20:24-29.) Whether they are 
right or not, guess what Jesus talks about in today’s reading? 

This time Jesus focuses on where the disciples are being 
sent and to whom. He says they are to go into all the world 
and “announce the Message of God’s good news to one and 
all” (Mark 16:15b MSG). Pretty big marching orders for eleven 
men! 

One of the slogans of the missions movement in our day 
is: “The whole church taking the whole gospel into the whole 
world.” Jesus could have used that line with a remarkable 
degree of accuracy. The whole church was pretty well repre-
sented in the people who were with him at that very moment! 

Two thousand years later the picture looks quite differ-
ent. The whole church now includes people from a multitude 
of nations, tribes, and languages. Places that were once mis-
sion fields are producing sent ones: China, South Korea, Phil-
ippines, Brazil, and Mexico, just to name a few. Jesus is obvi-
ously still mobilizing the whole church to go out into all the 
world. 

The degree to which the good news is spreading 
throughout planet Earth is truly amazing. Many disciples from 
our corner of the world have been in the center of the action. 
But the task is not done. This is no time to take a break. All 
hands are still needed on deck to reach one and all! 

SONG: O Zion, Haste 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord Jesus, keep us faithful to 

your mission. The world still needs you. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Wednesday 
November 6 How to Make Disciples 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 28:16-20 
The meeting place moves from Jerusalem to a mountain in 
Galilee sometime during the 40 days between Jesus’ resurrec-
tion and his ascension. When he and his disciples get together 
at a higher elevation, what is the topic on the tip of Jesus’ 
tongue? You nailed it. Jesus keeps hammering away on their 
marching orders. Up until now he has talked with them about 
the what, where, and who. Now he zeroes in on the how. 

First of all, he instructs these sent ones to immerse the 
disciples they make into the Trinity. The Greek word for 
“baptize” was used for making pickles back in Jesus’ day. 
Soak those disciples in the vinegar of Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit until they absorb the qualities of the Three-in-One. The 
more they soak, the more those around them will savor the 
flavors of love, holiness, and mercy. 

Then Jesus tells the Eleven to teach their disciples to 
obey everything he has commanded them. Lest that order 
seems overwhelming, remember that Jesus boiled the com-
mandments down to two: Love God with your whole being 
and love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:37-40). 

What would the world look like today if we were mak-
ing disciples like that? What would the church look like? 

God has been raising up various authors and teachers to 
remind us that making disciples is more than getting people to 
pray a prayer to receive Jesus into their hearts. Discipleship is 
a way of life. It’s being conformed into the image of the Son. 
It’s walking in the yoke with Jesus until we become just like 
him—gentle and humble in heart. 

SONG: O to Be Like Thee 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Help us, Lord, to usher our 

disciples into a life-changing relationship with you. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Thursday 
November 7 What to Say 

BIBLE READING: Luke 24:36-49 
Perhaps you have heard this quote, usually attributed to Saint 
Francis of Assisi: “Go into all the world and preach the gos-
pel. If necessary, use words.” I have a love/hate relationship 
with that saying. On the one hand, I wholeheartedly agree that 
our very lives should preach the good news of Jesus Christ. If 
we are truly his disciples, people will see Jesus in us whether 
or not we use words. On the other hand, I think that quote can 
easily become an excuse not to say anything to people who 
are spiritually lost. After all, we don’t want to appear guilty of 
shoving the gospel down their throats! Apparently we’re 
hoping they’ll catch the good news like one catches a cold. 

Today’s Bible reading shows Jesus in Jerusalem with the 
disciples. Towards the end of this account he circles back to 
the marching orders we’ve been looking at in John, Mark, and 
Matthew. This time he gets very specific about the content of 
the good news: “repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 
preached” (Luke 24:47). 

Before people’s lives can be conformed into the image of 
Christ, surely they need to recognize their need for such trans-
formation. Why go down that path if you feel that you are fine 
just the way you are? And if you’re not feeling fine, how are 
you going to know life could be any different unless someone 
shares some good news with you? 

Evangelism is sometimes defined as one beggar telling 
another where to find bread. Words are necessary in a world 
starving for good news. 

SONG: Jesus Saves! 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: “Restore to me the joy of your 

salvation…. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so that 
sinners will turn back to you” (Psalm 51:12-13). 

—Dan Cammack 
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Friday 
November 8 With What Power? 

BIBLE READING: Acts 1:1-11 
In this week’s Bible readings we’ve seen Jesus spending time 
with his disciples in Jerusalem and on a mountain in Galilee. 
Now they’re standing on the Mount of Olives, and Jesus is 
speaking the last words the disciples will hear him utter be-
fore he ascends into heaven. On what note does he end? Jesus 
begins and ends the post-resurrection appearances to his 
disciples with their marching orders. This time he reinforces a 
point he has made in previous appearances: They must wait 
for the power of the Holy Spirit. They are not to try taking the 
gospel to the whole world without the Spirit’s power. It’s 
going to take everything they have—and much more—to ac-
complish this task. 

Some church leaders in the West worry that today’s 
missionary-sending efforts have become too much of a sci-
ence. Church leaders from the South and the East have ob-
served that missionaries from the West are often ignorant 
about and powerless to deal with the spiritual realities of 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Having been a missionary 
myself, I tend to agree. There appears to be too much leaning 
on our own understanding in the world of missions. 

We must remember that it is Jesus who sends us and the 
Holy Spirit who gives us the power to do the work that awaits 
us. Through the work of Christ and the power of the Spirit, 
sins are forgiven and lives are transformed. Apart from Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit, there is no way to bear fruit that will last. 
Is the power of the Holy Spirit working in you? How about 
through you? 

SONG: Spirit of the Living God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Come, Holy Spirit. Fall afresh 

on me. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Saturday 
November 9 Let’s Do It 

BIBLE READING: Acts 4:1-31 
We sometimes chuckle over how dense Jesus’ disciples were. 
It seemed like he could tell them something a thousand times 
and they still wouldn’t get it. What about the marching orders 
the Eleven received from Jesus after his resurrection? Did they 
get those? Did 40 days of instruction and talks about the king-
dom of God have any effect on them? You don’t have to read 
far in the book of Acts to know the answer. They did indeed 
get it. And the disciples they made got it, too: Philip, Timo-
thy, Priscilla, Euodia, and Epaphras. 

How well are you getting it? And it’s fair for you to ask 
me, “How well are you getting it, Dan?” Whether we consider 
ourselves missionaries or not, these marching orders are for 
us. We don’t have to go far in terms of miles to carry them out. 
Sometimes the greatest distance is between us and our next 
door neighbors. How does the Lord Jesus want us to share his 
good news with them? We will need every bit as much of the 
Spirit’s power to reach across our driveways as the sent ones 
who take up residence on other continents need the Spirit’s 
power to reach their new neighbors. 

So what else do we need in order to share God’s good 
news? We already know where to go. We already know who 
needs to hear the gospel. We already know what to say. We 
already have some direction on how to make disciples. And 
we already have the power to do all this. 

What’s left? Our obedience? Friends, let’s go into the 
world and announce God’s good news to one and all. 

SONG: Freely, Freely 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Here I am, Lord Jesus. Send me. 

—Dan Cammack 


