
Dan Cammack 

My family and I served as missionaries to Peru under Northwest 
Yearly Meeting (NWYM) from 1987 to 2002. The highlight of 2011 for 
me was a trip to Peru in October with 13 other people from NWYM 
to help Peru Yearly Meeting celebrate their golden anniversary. The 
above picture shows us unveiling a plaque that marks the birthplace 
of that yearly meeting on the shores of Lake Titicaca. My great 
uncle, Paul Cammack, held an evangelistic tent meeting on the spot 
where we are gathered. That tent meeting led to the planting of 
more than 60 churches in southern Peru. 

Pastoral ministry and support for evangelical Friends’ missions 
efforts are a significant part of who I am and what I do. I’ve been a 
pastor at Tigard Community Friends Church in the Portland, Oregon, 
metropolitan area for the past ten years. The missions part happens 
through Northwest Yearly Meeting’s Board of Global Outreach and 
the Evangelical Friends Mission Board. 

Recently I agreed to serve as executive director for Evangelical 
Friends Mission starting October 1. This means that when you read 
this, I will have transitioned from my current pastoral ministry 
position to full-time work with Evangelical Friends Mission. 
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Sunday 
October 21 Full of Grace and Truth 

BIBLE READING: John 1:1-18 
Just yesterday I heard about a single young man who is living 
with his mother and giving her gray hair. They are both es-
tranged from his father. Mom is bending over backwards for 
the healing of her son. The son is being a brat—for one thing, 
he keeps running up her cell phone bills. Yet, she keeps let-
ting him have the phone. Could this be a case of grace devoid 
of truth? 

Then there’s the father who will hardly let his daughter, 
the apple of his eye, out of his sight. He knows all about the 
dangers of this world, doesn’t want to fail his daughter by 
letting her get hurt. So he sets up an elaborate web of rules 
and lectures. Could this be a case of truth devoid of grace? 

Verse 14 of today’s Bible reading says that Jesus is full of 
grace and truth. That’s a pretty rare combination, wouldn’t 
you agree? Do we know anyone else in whom grace and truth 
are both fully present? 

Throughout the rest of this week, we will take a closer 
look at how grace and truth coexist in Jesus Christ. Romans 
8:29 tells us we are being conformed into his image. My 
prayer is that this beautiful blend of grace and truth will be-
come more and more a part of who we are and what we do. 

Here’s a quick review of what grace and truth are.  
Grace is unmerited favor—unearned, unexpected, and totally 
undeserved. Truth is what is really real—knowable, challeng-
ing, and totally reliable. 

Both grace and truth are wonderful. They are also hum-
bling and life-changing. I want both. Do you? 

SONG: Joy to the World 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Rule my life, Lord, with your 

grace and truth. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Monday 
October 22 Presence 

BIBLE READING: John 1:14, 35-42 
I’ve heard that Jewish rabbis were pretty picky back in Jesus’ 
day. They wanted the cream of the crop when it came to 
choosing disciples. “So, you’d like to be my follower? Well, 
isn’t that sweet. Listen, son, I’ll call you. Don’t call me.” 

Today’s Bible reading indicates that Jesus was not a 
typical rabbi. In fact, the two disciples of John found him 
quite approachable. Jesus even let them spend the day with 
him. In so doing they got a glimpse of his personal life. What 
an honor! 

The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke tell us that 
these disciples were fishermen. What rabbi in his right mind 
would admit unschooled and ordinary fishermen into his 
following? Especially one like Peter! Impulsive. Unstable. 
Headstrong. Hardly a promising leader for the Twelve, much 
less the movement Jesus would leave behind. 

Jesus graced these men with his presence—unearned, 
unexpected, and totally undeserved. And, wonder of wonders, 
Jesus allowed these men to grace him with their presence. 

And who is it that extends grace to people like these? 
The first chapter of John goes berserk, spouting names that tell 
us who this man really is: Word (v. 1), God (v. 1), light (v. 4), 
Son of God (v. 14), Lamb of God (v. 29), Messiah (v. 41), King 
of Israel (v. 49). Wow! Double wow! 

If we asked the queen of England for a moment of her 
time, do you think we would get it? Or if we tried to chat with 
the president of the United States, do you think we would get 
to? Yet One greater than these is available to us every moment 
of every day, thanks to grace and truth. 

SONG: Emmanuel 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Come boldly before the throne 

of grace (Hebrews 4:16). 
—Dan Cammack 
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Tuesday 
October 23 Perplexing Generosity 

BIBLE READING: John 1:14; 2:1-11 
What on earth is Jesus doing at a wedding? Doesn’t the Savior 
of the world have better things to do with his time? Who’s in 
charge of his schedule anyway? 

And what on earth is Jesus doing by spending some of 
that precious, supernatural power to turn water into wine? 
This shortage of wine isn’t his problem, is it? Seems to me the 
wedding party didn’t get an accurate headcount before the 
festivities began. Either that or they couldn’t find a way to 
keep Uncle Noah out of the wine cellar. 

Why so much wine? The party is almost over. They need 
to be winding down, not ramping up. At this rate the line of 
designated drivers is going to be a mile long. If you want my 
opinion, this miracle is a total waste of divine power. 

Am I sounding like a cranky Pharisee? 
We Pharisees have a hard time with this grace and truth 

business. Seems like the wrong people get grace and truth gets 
lost. How in the world are people going to straighten up if 
they’re not minding our p’s and q’s? 

Yet here comes Jesus of Nazareth lavishing gifts of wine 
and presence on the unworthy. Where is the truth in that? 

Consider: Jesus is the master of molecules. “Through 
him all things were made; without Him nothing was made 
that has been made” (John 1:3). If Jesus transforms water into 
wine, what’s to stop him from transforming us into children of 
God (John 1:12)? The miracle at Cana helped the disciples put 
their faith in Jesus. How many other wedding guests will we 
meet someday who trace their spiritual rebirth to that point in 
time? 

SONG: Our God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Open my eyes and my heart, 

Lord. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Wednesday 
October 24 Storms 

BIBLE READING: John 1:14; 6:16-21 
Have you ever walked the beach after a storm? What did the 
ocean leave there? 

Occasionally you’ll find delightful treasures like jew-
elry, coins, and glass floats. More often you’ll just find the 
usual innards of the ocean: sand, rocks, seaweed, garbage, 
waterlogged wood, dead animals, and so on. 

Storms reveal what’s in the ocean. Likewise, the storms 
of life reveal what’s in you and me. Occasionally delightful 
treasures come to the surface: courage, self-sacrifice, faith, 
endurance. More often the storms reveal things we would 
rather stay hidden: fear, insecurity, impatience, anger, and  
so on. 

Storms not only have a knack for revealing truth about 
us; they also reveal truth about Jesus to whoever has eyes to 
see. Much like the disciples in today’s Bible reading, we can 
learn the truth of Jesus’ whereabouts in the midst of a storm. 
He is not in his comfy recliner reading the newspaper, nor is 
he absorbed in an online game of chess. Jesus is walking 
across the water and climbing into the boat with us. 

What about when the storm is of our own making? Is 
Jesus with us even then? Yes, even then. Think of Peter tossed 
about in a sea of guilt because he denied the Lord three times. 
Jesus climbed into his boat, helped him face the truth about 
what happened, and then graced him with a restored rela-
tionship and ministry—unearned, unexpected, and totally  
undeserved. And oh, how true to who Jesus is and what he’s 
here to do. 

SONG: The Solid Rock 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion, blot out my transgressions (Psalm 51:1). 

—Dan Cammack 
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Thursday 
October 25 Offended 

BIBLE READING: John 1:14; 8:31-47 
Today’s Bible reading seems heavy on truth. Jesus confronts 
the “Jews who had believed him” with truth about himself 
and truth about them. Their response? They are so deeply 
offended that by the end of this chapter, they are picking up 
stones to kill Jesus. 

But there’s more than truth in this passage. There is also 
grace. Truth and grace always go hand in hand whenever 
Jesus is around. 

Have you ever yearned for someone to be straight with 
you? Ever wished someone cared enough about you to tell you 
the truth? I know I have. And I’ve discovered those people are 
few and far between. 

Why are they so rare? Think about how much guts it 
takes to be straight with someone. The possibility of broken 
relationships makes us think twice. 

Jesus has a lot of guts. He has a lot of guts because he 
loves us that much. It grieves him when he sees what we do to 
ourselves, and what we do to other people. He warns us about 
the direction we’re headed. He offers us a better way, offers us 
himself. And he does so at great risk, risking the same kind of 
rejection that led to his crucifixion. But he does it anyway. 
And that, my friends, is grace. A true gift. 

Has Jesus offended you lately? If so, then maybe you 
should count yourself blessed. Perhaps the grace and truth of 
Jesus Christ are finally getting through. 

SONG: Sanctuary 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, when I get mad at you, 

please help me to eventually see truth and grace in what you 
are saying to me. 

—Dan Cammack 
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Friday 
October 26 Doubts 

BIBLE READING: John 1:14; 20:24-29 
What would it do to your world if you suddenly lost your 
husband while living in a foreign land? Married for less than 
three years with one child, only ten months old. Your sense is 
just as sure as can be that God called you to this place. Your 
husband was killed by the very people he was trying to reach 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Take a moment to think about 
that. What would such an experience do to you? 

What would it do to your world if you suddenly lost 
your rabbi, the One who called himself the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life? Still in his thirties. Been with him only three 
years. The best person you have ever known, literally the light 
of your life. Sent from the Father. Executed on a cross. Buried 
in a tomb. Take a moment to think about that. What would 
such an experience do to you? 

Would you have any doubts? 
Elisabeth Elliot is the one who lost her husband in a 

foreign land. Years later, perhaps after much reflection on her 
own experience, she offered the following observation about 
stages people sometimes go through in their relationship with 
God: there are those who move from denial to doubt, and then 
from doubt to devotion. 

This is true of Thomas, the one who lost his rabbi. Per-
haps the denial is not so evident in today’s Bible reading, but 
doubt and devotion certainly are. 

How does Jesus respond to Thomas? Is truth threatened 
by doubt? No, it isn’t. Instead truth and grace open the door 
and invite us in—doubts and all. 

SONG: Just As I Am 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Lord, you know what to do 

with my doubts. I lay them before you. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Saturday 
October 27 It Goes On and On 

BIBLE READING: John 1:14; 16:5-15 
“Well,” somebody might say after reading this week’s devo-
tionals, “I wish I had known this Jesus, full of grace and truth. 
Sounds like he was a swell guy. Too bad he and his followers 
didn’t stick around. We could really use some people like 
Jesus around here.” 

Enter Holy Spirit. Today’s Bible reading proclaims the 
wonderful news that we can still know this Jesus who is full 
of grace and truth. We can also be the people like Jesus who 
are so needed around here. 

Just think: through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, the 
Word made flesh still makes his dwelling among us. Jesus still 
graces us with his presence. And through the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit, the Son of God still lavishes his gifts upon us. Not 
only that, he climbs into our boats when the storms of life are 
raging, he tells us the truth we need to hear even though we 
are likely to get upset, and he invites us to draw near and 
check him out whenever we are full of doubt. We don’t have 
to wonder if this kind of relationship with Jesus is possible. 
We can experience him right here, right now, thanks to the 
Holy Spirit. 

And guess what? Through the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit, we become more and more like Jesus, full of grace and 
truth. We become like him to the extent that we grace people 
with his presence, lavish them with his gifts, climb into their 
boats in times of storm, speak his truth into their lives, and 
encourage them to take their doubts to him. The life and min-
istry of Jesus goes on and on and on. 

SONG: Breathe on Me, Breath of God 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Baptize me with your Spirit, 

Lord Jesus. 
—Dan Cammack 


