
Dan Cammack 

For the past nine years I have been one of the pastors at Tigard 
Community Friends Church in Tigard, Oregon. My wife, Tami, and I 
live in Newberg, Oregon with our youngest son, William. Our other 
two children, Forrest and Rebekah, are out of the nest but still in 
Oregon. 

As a former missionary I continue to stay involved in missions as 
much as I can. This means service on two boards: Evangelical 
Friends Mission and the Board of Global Outreach for Northwest 
Yearly Meeting of Friends. Both boards give me opportunities to 
travel, mostly to Mexico, Peru and Bolivia. 
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Sunday 
October 9 Locked Out 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:14-22 
Have you ever locked yourself out of your house and had to 
knock on the door or ring the doorbell to get back in? How did 
it make you feel? Amused? Angry? Something in between? 

In today’s Bible reading we find Jesus knocking on the 
door to the church in Laodicea. Presumably he had been on 
the inside, but now he was on the outside trying to get back 
in. What happened? Did he lock himself out? Or did he get 
locked out? 

Verses 15 through 19 make it clear that Jesus was locked 
out. The church in Laodicea had fallen into the trap of trust-
ing in its own resources. Said they didn’t need anything. 
Perhaps they didn’t mean to lock Jesus out, but lock him out 
they did. 

I believe that the church in North America has much in 
common with the church in Laodicea. We live in an age of 
abundance and it is very easy for us to rely on our own re-
sources just like they did. When we do so, Jesus winds up 
knocking on our door too. 

If we seem to be getting along without Jesus, why let 
him back in? What will change if we do? This week we are 
going to glance at five books in the Old Testament that speak 
to these questions. We are going to let Scripture interpret 
Scripture and give us deeper insights into the letter to 
Laodicea, especially verse 20. But may we not just obtain 
greater insights. May we also grow in our faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ so that we become less likely to shut him out of 
our lives and churches in the first place. 

SONG: Open Our Eyes, Lord 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Speak, Lord, for your servant is 

listening (1 Samuel 3:9). 
—Dan Cammack 
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Monday 
October 10 Intimacy 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:20; Song of Songs 2:3-13 
The second passage, in one of the most intimate books in the 
Bible, sheds some light on Jesus’ frame of mind and his inten-
tions while seeking access to our lives and churches. He is not 
pounding on the door, yelling at the top of his lungs like Fred 
Flintstone. Once back inside he isn’t going to throw the furni-
ture around and trash the place. He wants to sit down to a 
meal with us. He wants to enjoy intimate fellowship with us. 

Back in the time these Scriptures were written, sharing a 
meal together was an act of friendship, an act of acceptance. 
More than that, it was an entrance into a covenant relation-
ship with one another. What is mine is yours. What is yours is 
mine. If need be I will lay down my life for you and you will 
do the same for me. 

Sounds kind of like marriage, doesn’t it? Which brings 
us back to the Song of Songs. O to be like the woman who is 
enraptured with her man. The words, “I don’t need anything,” 
are the furthest words from her mind. She delights in his 
presence and devours everything he has to give her. She brags 
about her man to others and eagerly anticipates the next ren-
dezvous. 

When we open our door to Jesus Christ we can experi-
ence for ourselves the Song of Songs in our relationship with 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We too can delight in God’s 
presence, devour all he has to give us, and sing his praises to 
the world. 

Sound good? Then open the door! What are we waiting 
for? 

SONG: In the Garden 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray Psalm 63 out loud. 

—Dan Cammack 
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Tuesday 
October 11 Anyone 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:20; Ruth 4:13-17 
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door…” Anyone? Does Jesus really mean 
anyone? 

The book of Ruth gives a resounding “yes!” You’ll recall 
that Ruth belonged to the Moabites, a people born out of an 
incestuous, drunken act. The Moabites became a thorn in the 
Israelites’ side, enticing them into idolatry during the time of 
Moses and ruling over them during the time of the judges. 
There was very little love between the Israelites and Moabites. 

Boaz was about as perfect of an Israelite man as you 
could get: landowner, wealthy, considerate, generous, God-
fearing, law-abiding. He could have had his pick of any girl in 
the land. But Ruth? Not only was she a Moabite, she was also a 
childless widow. Surely Boaz could do better than Ruth! 

Through Boaz’s act of obedience Ruth was swept up into 
God’s salvation story becoming an ancestor of both King David 
and Jesus Christ. This little nobody from despicable Moab 
found a place in the Bible’s hall of fame. 

Have you noticed how God delights in picking little 
nobodies and making them somebodies in his great story? 
Imagine God picking teams against someone else for a game of 
basketball. It’s God’s turn to pick first. He points at the short-
est, most uncoordinated kid on the court and says, “I want that 
one.” He goes on to pick six more just like that kid. And then 
he turns them into a winning team. How he does it we can 
hardly fathom, but he’s done it repeatedly throughout history. 

Jesus really does mean anyone. Spread the good news! 

SONG: Jesus Loves Even Me 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Borrow Mary’s prayer  

in Luke 1:46-48 and give thanks for being included in  
God’s story. 

—Dan Cammack 
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Wednesday 
October 12 Consequences 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:19-20;  
Lamentations 5:1-22 

As we saw on Monday, Jesus appears to be exercising a great 
deal of patience while knocking on the door to our lives and 
churches. We must not misinterpret his patience, however. 
This patient knocking does not mean that we have all the time 
in the world to open the door. Nor does it mean that Jesus 
doesn’t have anything else to do. With good reason Revelation 
3:20 is preceded by verse 19: “…be earnest and repent.” 

This is not the first time that God has been knocking. 
The Old Testament prophets testify that God knocked pa-
tiently on the doors to the kingdoms of Israel and Judah for a 
long, long time. God selected a wide variety of messengers 
and came up with all kinds of creative ways to communicate 
his messages through them, but for the most part God was 
ignored. It seems he knocked and called to no avail. 

Finally the knocking came to an end and each of the 
kingdoms collapsed into unspeakable suffering. The book of 
Lamentations gives us a glimpse of what this suffering looked 
like for the kingdom of Judah. There were consequences for 
not opening the door while there was opportunity to do so. 
Those consequences were devastating indeed. 

I don’t think most North American Christians care to 
think much about God’s wrath and judgment. We find it hard 
to believe that he would ever spit us out of his mouth 
(Revelation 3:16) or remove our lamp stand from its place 
(Revelation 2:5). But believe it we must. If Jesus is indeed on 
the outside of our lives and churches, then there’s a disaster 
waiting to happen. 

SONG: The Savior Is Waiting 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: God, have mercy on me,  

a sinner (Luke 18:13). 
—Dan Cammack 
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Thursday 
October 13 Eye Salve 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:17-20;  
Ecclesiastes 5:10-20 

The church in Laodicea was located in one of the wealthiest 
cities of the Roman Empire. It sat at the intersection of three 
important trade routes and was famous for its banking estab-
lishments, medical school (specializing in eye salve), and 
textile industry (featuring a soft, glossy black wool). When an 
earthquake leveled the city in 60 AD its citizens refused aid 
from the Roman government, preferring to rebuild with their 
own resources. And rebuild it they did! The city underwent 
an impressive makeover. It appears that the city’s “we-don’t-
need-anything-or-anyone” attitude had rubbed off on the 
church and was playing havoc with their relationship with 
Jesus Christ. The Laodicean Christians were blind to their true 
condition. Jesus was doing his best to improve their eyesight 
with a salve of his own. 

The more I learn about Laodicea the more similarities I 
see with our own times. We live in one of the wealthiest na-
tions on earth. In many ways our economy, technology, medi-
cal know-how, and educational institutions are the envy of 
the world. Is it far-fetched to think that North Americans tend 
to see ourselves as self-sufficient, even in the church? 

God has provided an eye salve in the Old Testament that 
can help us see things the way they really are. It’s called the 
book of Ecclesiastes. I believe we need a steady dose of this 
book in times like ours. Whenever we read it we will be re-
minded that wealth, pleasure, knowledge, and power have 
been pursued before and every time they have come up 
empty. They make a poor substitute for the Lord of lords and 
the King of kings. 

SONG: Pass Me Not 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray Psalm 39:4-11 out loud. 

—Dan Cammack 
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Friday 
October 14 Overcome 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:20-21; Esther 9:20-28 
The verb “overcome” in Revelation 3:21 indicates that the 
Laodicean Christians were in a battle whether they knew it or 
not. A mindset of self-sufficiency was threatening to sever the 
church from its head, Jesus Christ. The very survival of the 
Laodicean church was at stake. 

This church’s struggle was not unlike the struggle of the 
Jews during their sojourn in the land of Persia. They faced a 
ruthless enemy in the person of Haman the Agagite. Haman’s 
plan was to exterminate the Jews. He nearly succeeded.  

I think it’s important to note that the Jews did not come 
up with a master strategy to win the battle with Haman. God 
put key people in key places at key times to undermine the 
intentions of the enemy. This reminds us that the battle be-
longs to the Lord. If anyone is to overcome it is by reliance on 
and obedience to the one who sits on the throne, not by our 
own might or knowledge. 

The enemy that faces us today is every bit as ruthless as 
Haman. The seductive power of wealth and knowledge is just 
as dangerous as the raving Agagite. How do we overcome our 
enemy? By opening the door and inviting King Jesus back into 
our lives and churches. He is the one who will orchestrate the 
defeat of the enemy. He is the one who will show us what to 
do and not do. 

The gates of Hades will not overcome the church, Jesus 
said (Matthew 16:18). This is not an empty promise. Let’s 
make sure that our Commander in Chief is in position on the 
inside, not on the outside still trying to get our attention. 

SONG: Mighty to Save 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray Psalm 18:1-19 out loud. 

—Dan Cammack 
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Saturday 
October 15 Let Jesus In 

BIBLE READING: Revelation 3:14-22 
We have spent nearly a week pondering the letter to the 
church in Laodicea and considering whether we might be in 
similar straits. Are we experiencing intimate fellowship with 
our Lord Jesus? Are we following his leadership in everything 
we do? Or is Jesus standing outside of our lives and churches 
trying to get back in? Have we decided, consciously or not, 
that we can run our lives and churches without him? 

If Jesus is indeed on the outside trying to get back in, 
why open the door? What will change if we do? We have seen 
some answers to these questions with the help of five Old 
Testament books. We let Jesus back in so that… 

We can experience true intimacy in our relationship 
with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Song of Songs). 
We can be a part of God’s salvation story, no matter 
who or what we are (Ruth). 
We can avoid the consequences that will surely come 
if we do not open the door (Lamentations). 
We can recognize our true condition and the futility of 
everything that tries to take his place in our lives 
(Ecclesiastes). 
We can overcome all that seeks to destroy the people 
of God (Esther). 
My prayer for all of us, including myself, is that we will 

be ever attentive to the voice of our Master. May we long for 
him and seek him, knocking on his door rather than him 
knocking on ours. And may we experience the kind of bond 
with God that will thwart every attempt to undo it.  

We can’t ever have enough of Jesus. Let him in. 

SONG: Into My Heart 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Come into my life, come into 

my church, Lord Jesus. 
—Dan Cammack 


