
Dan Cammack 

I have lived in Peru, South America, two different times: first as a 
missionary kid (1968-1978) and then as a missionary (1987-2002). In 
between those two periods of time I finished high school at Salem 
Academy (Oregon), went to George Fox University, married Tami 
and obtained a master’s degree from Azusa Pacific University in 
Southern California. Since returning from Peru in 2002 I have been 
on the pastoral staff at Tigard Community Friends Church (Oregon). 
I have also been a board member for Evangelical Friends Mission and 
clerk of the Board of Global Outreach for Northwest Yearly Meeting 
of Friends Church. The reference to Mexico in the first devotional 
has to do with my EFM involvement. I travel to Aguascalientes and 
Mexico City at least once a year. 

In August of 2009 my family and I vacationed in Peru in order to 
reconnect with people and churches that are still a very important 
part of our lives. I had been back to Peru on visits between 2002 
and 2009, but this was the first time for my family to go back. It 
was a lot of fun! The people were amazed at how much my children 
(Forrest, Rebekah and William) had grown. I am rather amazed 
myself! 
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Sunday 
December 26 Transformation Stories 

BIBLE READING: 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
I have 2 Corinthians 5:17 on the brain. As I write these devo-
tionals I am traveling around Mexico. The first stop was the 
city of Aguascalientes where Evangelical Friends Mission has 
a church planting effort underway. I sat around the table with 
missionaries Andrea Byrne and Edwin and Maria Giron listen-
ing to stories about people being transformed by the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. I met several of them at the Sunday service. Cool! 

Back home in Oregon the congregation I help pastor is 
renewing efforts to introduce people outside the church to 
Jesus Christ. By the time you read these lines we hope to 
welcome some of them into discipleship under our Lord 
Jesus. I pray that together we will experience the transforma-
tion that Jesus produces in our lives through the Holy Spirit. 

As I hear stories in Aguascalientes and ponder the 
months ahead in Oregon, I find myself thinking about Christ-
like changes I have witnessed in people I have known or read 
about during my lifetime. I was in the middle of the action 
with some of them. I will be forever grateful for opportunities 
to see transformation up close. 

I’ve chosen to share some of those stories with you over 
the next six days. My hope is that you and I will get excited 
all over again about the truth of 2 Corinthians 5:17. May we 
get so excited that we burst out in prayer: “Do it again, Lord!”  

I also hope my experiences spark memories of your own. 
If I were a betting man I would be willing to bet you have 
transformation stories to tell just like I do. 

SONG: There Is Power in the Blood 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: I praise you, Lord, for your 

mighty power at work within us. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Monday 
December 27 Nicky 

BIBLE READING: Romans 1:16-17 
Spring 1974; Juli, Peru—I’m almost 12 years old. I love to 
read. There’s no television in Juli. No electricity, for that 
matter. But there are lots of books. A whole library of them. 
Who could want anything more? 

I just finished reading The Cross and the Switchblade, 
by David Wilkerson. Now I’m reading Run, Baby, Run, by 
Nicky Cruz. Both books tell the story of how this preacher, 
David, obeyed the Lord’s command to spread the good news 
of Jesus Christ among the gangs of New York City. One gang 
member—Nicky—heard the gospel and saw it lived out in 
David. But who would have thought that Nicky would open 
the door of his heart to Jesus and invite him in? Violent,  
devious, angry, bitter, full of hate. Leader of the pack. You 
wouldn’t want to meet Nicky alone in a dark alley. Not even 
in a well-lit one! 

Nicky and his gang show up to a Christian event David 
has organized. David, on an impulse, invites Nicky and his 
comrades to collect the offering. Nicky accepts. They have 
plans to hightail it out of there once the offering is taken—
with the money! Then a thought enters Nicky’s head: “David 
trusts me with this. What kind of man would put his trust in a 
guy like me?” That becomes one of the turning points in 
Nicky’s life that eventually leads to his becoming a new crea-
ture in Jesus Christ. 

Wow! The gospel is powerful indeed! If God can change 
a heart like Nicky’s, then he can change anyone’s life. 

SONG: Things Are Different Now 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for a person you know 

who you highly doubt will become a follower of Jesus Christ. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Tuesday 
December 28 Miss Hill 

BIBLE READING: Colossians 3:12-14 
Winter 1976; Salem, Oregon—I’m in eighth grade. My family 
and I are doing a year of furlough in the Pacific Northwest. I’m 
attending a private Christian school called Salem Academy. It 
has been a tough year for me. 

One of my teachers is Miss Hill. She has to be one of the 
crankiest teachers I have ever had. It seems like just about 
anything we students do upsets her. I don’t cause trouble in 
class like some of my fellow students, but she’s even short 
with me. What’s going on with this lady? What’s eating on 
her? 

We’ve just come back from Christmas vacation. I see 
Miss Hill standing in the hallway. Is that a smile on her face? 
Wow! Santa Claus must have been good to her. 

The smile doesn’t go away. It soon becomes evident that 
Miss Hill is a new woman. Her attitude in the classroom has 
definitely changed. She can still be a no-nonsense lady when 
need be, but she treats us with respect. I think she may actu-
ally like us. 

I’m very curious about what happened to Miss Hill over 
Christmas break. Did she get engaged? Did she inherit a gold 
mine? No, I’m thinking Jesus has something to do with this. 
Nothing else could explain the magnitude of the change I see 
in her. 

Surely Miss Hill is already a Christian. She wouldn’t be 
allowed to teach here otherwise. And yet it truly appears that 
Jesus has done a work of transformation in her life. I’d give 
almost anything to know the rest of the story. 

SONG: Something Beautiful 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for a fellow Christian who 

seems miserable. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Wednesday 
December 29 Alonso 

BIBLE READING: Luke 15:11-24 
Winter 1987; Bell, California—My wife and I are living in 
Southern California. I’m pursuing a master’s degree in cross-
cultural ministries. I’m also an assistant to the pastor at Bell 
Friends Church. 

Last fall the church conducted a phone campaign invit-
ing the citizens of Bell to a special service in November. Our 
aim was to grow the church. Sank a load of money into that 
effort. Expected well over 100 visitors. Only a handful showed 
up. A Latino man by the name of Alonso was among them. 

Alonso. An illegal immigrant who had smuggled other 
illegal immigrants across the border in the trunk of his car. 
Unfaithful to his wife and kids. Addicted to alcohol and 
drugs. Almost turned around and went home when he got 
within a block of the meetinghouse. 

Pastor Norval Hadley gave an invitation to receive Christ 
at the end of the service. Lo and behold, Alonso responded! I 
started discipleship sessions with him later that week. The 
man was spiritually famished. Read through the whole Bible 
in three months. Began to miss his wife and kids. Stopped 
drinking and hanging out with other women. 

Today Alonso says to me, “Dan, my reading of the Bible 
tells me that it’s not okay for me to be in the United States 
illegally. I’m going home. I’m going back to my wife and chil-
dren. My plan is to spread the gospel in my country.” 

Tami and I are moving to Costa Rica this summer. 
Alonso is homeward-bound shortly thereafter. I’m sure going 
to miss that guy! 

SONG: A New Name in Glory 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for an immigrant you’ve 

met who, as far as you can tell, does not know Jesus. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Thursday 
December 30 Brizaida 

BIBLE READING: Matthew 11:28-30 
Summer 1995; Arequipa, Peru—My family and I are in our 
second term of missionary service. I have spent most of the 
past seven years preparing college-age kids in a Bible institute 
for church leadership. 

Another round of classes is underway. One of the new 
students is a young lady named Brizaida. She’s older than 
most of the students. Has seen more of the dark side of life. 
Recently had to flee from an abusive relationship. Estranged 
from her parents. Estranged from God. Brizaida’s dad sent her 
to the institute hoping she could make a new start. 

Brizaida is not doing well in her classes. Had to pull her 
out of the course on hermeneutics. Nothing seems to be sink-
ing in. Her countenance reflects a sad, confused heart. 

Brizaida is in my evangelism class. I divide everyone 
into pairs and have them practice presenting the gospel to one 
another. They come back to the table for debriefing. Some-
thing compels me to say, “What we just did was for practice. 
Is there anyone here who needs Jesus for real?” Brizaida raises 
a timid hand. 

Needless to say, the class shifts gears! We gather around 
Brizaida and she invites Jesus into her life. The next day she 
shares with the whole student body the decision she has 
made. Her countenance changes almost instantly. It’s like 
watching the buds of a flower open into full bloom. 

Classes are about over. Students will be returning home. 
Brizaida doesn’t want to leave. She dreads the hard stuff that 
awaits her. We surround her once more and pray. Peace 
comes over our holy huddle. Brizaida is going to make it. 

SONG: Heaven Came Down 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray for a wayward young 

person you know. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Friday 
December 31 Joaquin 

BIBLE READING: Ephesians 2:1-10 
Fall 2002; Newberg, Oregon—Our days of missionary service 
in Peru are over. My family and I are back in the United States 
starting a new life. There’s still one assignment connected to 
the past, however: Writing about Joaquin Benito for a book 
that will describe the ministries of contemporary Quakers 
from different parts of the world. 

I have known Joaquin for most of my life. He and his 
wife are now in the twilight of their earthly existence. When 
Joaquin gets to heaven he’s going to receive a crown for sure. 
He was instrumental in the planting of more than half of the 
60 congregations that today make up Peru Yearly Meeting. 

Joaquin did not become a Christian until he was in his 
40s. I’m looking at a picture of him taken around the time that 
he came to Christ. He looks old. His face is hard. He doesn’t 
look much like the dear man Tami and I have grown to appre-
ciate. 

Before he gave his life to Jesus Joaquin abused alcohol. 
He fought with his neighbors over land. He wanted nothing to 
do with the evangelistic tent meetings that were taking place 
in his community. At first. Then curiosity got the best of him. 
Or was it the Spirit? The rest is history, as they say. 

Joaquin traded his drinking habit for a lengthy career as 
an evangelist and traveling minister. He was tireless in his 
preaching and diligent in his efforts to visit churches, plant 
new ones, pray for the sick and counsel those in distress. He 
even prayed for us missionaries on a regular basis. He still 
does. 

SONG: Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Thank the Lord for faithful 

servants like Joaquin whom you have known. 
—Dan Cammack 
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Saturday 
January 1 Praise the Lord! 

BIBLE READING: Psalm 103 
Twila Paris sings to the Lord, “I never get used to what you 
do. I never get used to watching you take a life beyond re-
demption, make it yours and make it new.”* May this be true 
of us. 

As I think about the stories of transformation I have 
witnessed, I am struck by God’s creativity. It appears that he 
has an infinite number of ways to redeem our lives from the 
pit. Have you ever noticed that no two testimonies are alike? 

Something else strikes me: stories like these rarely make 
front-page news (if they make the news at all!). Seems that 
God loves to fly underneath the world’s radar screen, working 
in his quiet way. While heaven goes crazy over every prodigal 
who returns home, most of the world is oblivious to the party 
in full swing. Even those of us who belong to the body of 
Christ can easily miss the miracle behind a smile or the won-
der of an old man on his knees. And yet these marvels are all 
around us. Lord, please give us eyes to see them! 

I don’t know about you, but right now I’m feeling in the 
mood to stand and sing the Doxology or break forth in a rous-
ing rendition of “To God Be the Glory.” You’ll notice below 
that I suggest the latter, but I’ll let you decide! Let’s throw a 
party of our own in honor of God’s creativity and wonder-
working power. Let’s give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing 
love and his wonderful deeds for humankind (Psalm 107:8). 
Let’s give God the recognition he deserves! 

SONG: To God Be the Glory 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: “O for a thousand tongues to 

sing my great Redeemer’s praise!” 
–Dan Cammack 

* “I Never Get Used to What You Do” 
    © 1996 Ariose Music/Mountain Spring Music. 


