
Kay Burgi

When our daughter, Karen, was sent by her engineering firm to Palestine 
for a nine-month work assignment, it was an irresistible opportunity for 
us to visit the Holy Land. Karen lived in Ramallah some fifteen miles 
north of Jerusalem in the West Bank, had an apartment, a car, and 
a GPS—all we needed for a great vacation. Here we are pictured at 
Herod’s palace in the fortress of Masada.

 Visiting the Holy Land was never high on my list of places to visit. I 
knew it wouldn’t look anything like the land of Jesus’ time, there would 
be too many tourists, and too much commercialism. However, as you 
will read in the devotionals this week, I found much to challenge my 
preconceived ideas.
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Sunday
October 18 Prepared in Advance

BIBLE READING: Psalm 46:1-11

Our daughter had been in the West Bank for three months and 
we were eager to see her. Of course, the fact that she was in 
Palestine made it even more exciting. She toured us around on 
the weekends and left us to our own exploring while she was 
at work. 

A couple of months after we returned, the conflict be-
tween Israel and Gaza erupted. They were firing rockets at each 
other, one reaching as far as Tel Aviv. Almost daily we would 
receive a call from friends asking if Karen was safe. 

Wasn’t God gracious to give us that opportunity to be 
physically in her place so we could be at peace during this con-
flict? We knew geographic distances and the security measures 
that were in place. We knew how far she had to drive to work 
and the great support staff in her building. As long as the Arabs 
in West Bank didn’t go to the aid of their brothers in Gaza, all 
stayed quiet in Ramallah. 

You have probably experienced God’s timing in this way 
also. Each day has its challenges, highlights, insights, and these 
combine to provide the foundation of faith we need when a 
crisis arises. God has prepared us beforehand for what will be 
coming. 

We certainly appreciated the prayers of our friends for her 
safety and she was aware of these prayers. This mother needed 
that close up experience that gave assurance she would be just 
fine. How well our God knows us.

SONG: Blessed Assurance
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Heavenly Father, you are  

the God of all our tomorrows. We entrust this day into  
your sovereign care knowing all things work together  
for your purposes. 

—Kay Burgi
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Monday
October 19 Pater Noster

BIBLE READING: Luke 11:1-4

Our first tourist stop in Israel was the Mount of Olives. From 
the summit you have a magnificent view across the Kidron 
Valley to the ancient city of David and the walled city of Old 
Jerusalem. It’s a restful place with an occasional praise chorus 
being sung by a tour group. 

There are several churches on the Mount to commemo-
rate events from Jesus’ life. I was especially impressed with the 
convent dedicated to the Lord’s Prayer. It is known as “Pater 
Noster” which translates to “Our Father” from the Latin. As 
you walk through the gardens and open passageways you see 
the Lord’s Prayer written out in many languages on ceramic 
tiles. The prayer is repeated in over 160 languages. We enjoyed 
watching tour groups from many, many countries looking for 
the Lord’s Prayer in their language. 

The crowds of people did not bother me as I contem-
plated how the gospel has spread to so many different coun-
tries. When a group found its native language they would stop 
and pray the prayer together, maybe sing a chorus, and run their 
hands over the tiles. Hearing this familiar prayer being recited 
concurrently in many languages was a “goose bump” moment. 

Jesus may have taught this prayer to his disciples at this 
very place. It has united believers through the years and still 
today we join our voices and hearts in one voice as we recite 
this prayer.

SONG: Blest Be the Tie That Binds
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us each 
day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive 
everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. 

—Kay Burgi
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Tuesday
October 20 The Red Line

BIBLE READING: Luke 12:41-48

One place that is not on the regular tour circuit but which we 
had to visit for my water engineer husband was the Water Level 
Surveyor. A five-meter-high sculpture shaped like the Sea of 
Galilee is located in Tiberius on the southern shore. On the 
front of the sculpture is a real time digital reading of the water 
level to the nearest one centimeter. The level of the Sea of Gal-
ilee affects all Israel. In the springtime the news media watch 
for flooding if the water level approaches full capacity of 209 
meters below sea level. In the summertime as the level drops 
and approaches the “red line” of 213 meters below sea level, 
the water quality deteriorates and aquatic life is in danger. 

Wouldn’t it be interesting to have a Spiritual Level Sur-
veyor to monitor our spiritual health? When we are full of 
God’s presence it would read high and our joy would overflow. 
When we neglect our walk with him and fail to fill our minds 
and hearts with his Word, the surveyor would indicate a dan-
gerously low level. We wouldn’t want the surveyor to be visual 
to others but a warning signal would be a reminder to us that 
we are in danger.

The Sea of Galilee fluctuates with the amount of rainfall 
so there are few things Israel can do to control the level. We, 
however, have unlimited access to our Heavenly Father. He is 
always, always available to us. Sitting in his presence brings a 
fountain of nourishment and stability into our day.

SONG: Near to the Heart of God
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, help me to be faithful to 

spend time with you so my heart will be full of your goodness 
and grace.

—Kay Burgi
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Wednesday
October 21 Jesus Boat

BIBLE READING: Luke 8:22-25

Thirty years ago the Sea of Galilee was particularly low. A local 
fisherman came upon the remains of a wooden boat buried in 
the mud which dates back to the time of Jesus’ ministry. They 
call it the “Jesus Boat” to attract tourists but certainly there is 
no way of knowing if it was ever used by Jesus or his disciples. 
The fishing boat is made up of twelve different kinds of wood 
and is preserved in a museum. 

Along the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee is a youth hostel 
where we spent a couple of nights. Along with the peaceful 
gardens, there was a sandy beach where we sat and meditated 
on stories from the Bible that took place right here. We even 
ventured into the waters although they weren’t as clear as we 
would have liked. 

In a new way I felt the reality of Jesus’ humanity at this 
place. Physically standing where he might have stood made 
Jesus as a person very real. My thoughts of Jesus usually are 
focused on his divinity, his creative power, his position in 
heaven interceding for me. But standing on dirt in his place of 
ministry was a very concrete reminder. Larnelle Harris made 
popular a song by Geoffrey O’Hara that went “I walked today 
where Jesus walked and felt his presence there.” That’s exactly 
how I felt as I knelt in prayer in the early morning light on the 
shores of Galilee. 

SONG: Tell Me the Story of Jesus
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Jesus, may I not forget that you 

left your throne in heaven to become a man that I might know 
of your love for me and your desire that I might be reconciled 
to you. 

—Kay Burgi
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Thursday
October 22 Western Wall

BIBLE READING: Luke 13:1-9

Of all the places we visited in Israel, West Bank, and Jordan, 
my most emotional reaction was at the Western Wall in Old 
Jerusalem. We used to call this the Wailing Wall, a name that 
Jews tend to avoid. For the Jews this wall, which is really just 
a retaining wall for the Temple Mount, is the most important 
religious shrine in the world. Their brochure states, “the Divine 
Presence has never departed from the western wall” and it is all 
that remains of the second temple built by Herod and visited 
by Jesus.

Since it is such a holy site I approached it with reverence 
by covering my head. The woman’s side is small and I had to 
wait for a space large enough to lean my forehead against the 
cool stone to pray. As I prayed I was overcome with remorse for 
the Jewish people who had such a glorious covenant with God 
that had now dwindled down to a wall. I wondered if those 
around me were praying for forgiveness for turning from God 
or were they praying for the return to glory of their nation. They 
had forgotten their Jehovah and lost his protection.

My prayers then turned to my own country, to my local 
church, and to my own spiritual life. I pled for forgiveness and 
repentance for all three. The wall was a reminder of lost glory 
for Israel and I wondered about the United States choosing 
to ignore God’s direction for its policies and values. God has 
blessed our country and we must give him the praise. 

SONG: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Gracious Father, forgive us our 

selfish, willful ways. Restore us to yourself.

—Kay Burgi
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Friday
October 23 Gates of Jerusalem

BIBLE READING: Luke 19:35-44

One can’t get enough of Jerusalem so we decided to stay a  
couple of extra days to explore on our own. The area called 
old Jerusalem today is much bigger than it was in Bible times. 
Inside the walls there is a maze of alleys with commercial stalls 
on both sides and large crowds. There are four sections within 
the walls—Christian, Muslim, Jewish, and a small Armenian 
quarter—and each has its own personality.

To enter Old Jerusalem you must go through a gate. There 
are eleven gates today but only seven are open. The Golden 
Gate on the east side toward the Mount of Olives is the one 
Jesus would have ridden through on a donkey and it is sealed 
today. The most beautiful gate architecturally is the Damascus 
Gate on the north side. The Jaffa gate is to the west and was the 
beginning of the road to the port city of Jaffa. And on the south 
side are the closed triple Hulda gates which gave direct access 
to the Temple.

When Jesus gave the command to the disciples to “go 
and make disciples of all nations,” they would have gone out  
through one of these gates. They weren’t to stay within the city  
walls but go out through the gates in all directions. As we went  
back and forth through the gates we were surrounded by tour  
groups from many different countries who were coming to  
Jerusalem on pilgrimages. It was an acknowledgement that 
those early Jesus followers had been obedient.

SONG: We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear Jesus, make me aware of 

those around me who must pass through the narrow gate to 
salvation. May I go out my gate to meet them. 

—Kay Burgi
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Saturday
October 24 How Can They Know?

BIBLE READING: Luke 23:26-34

A visit to the Holy Land inevitably raises the question, “How 
do they know this is the place where Jesus fed the 5,000?” “Is 
this really the place where the manger was?” Tradition gives 
various locations for events from Jesus’ life but how can one 
really know? 

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre, believed to be the site 
of Jesus’ crucifixion and burial was the biggest surprise. Instead 
of a hill and a garden like our Sunday School pictures show, 
you are led to an old Crusader church with Greek Orthodox  
décor. On the upper level which is built over the hill of  
Golgotha is a statue of Christ on the cross with a rock that was 
split by the earthquake. The rotunda in the middle of the lower 
level has a marble slab covering the rock on which Jesus’ body 
was laid. Really?

As I gave vent to my frustrations, a friend reminded me 
that if Constantine’s mother hadn’t preserved this place with 
a church, it would be lost to us today. They would have had a 
better chance of getting it right than anyone today. While the  
lighting and candles may not be to my taste, it is still the  
expression of adoration by those who loved Jesus. I decided it 
wasn’t so important where it happened, just that we know with 
certainty that those events from Jesus’ life did happen. I loved 
watching the crowds from all nations coming to give homage 
to my Jesus. This was worship—the actual place was not so 
important.

SONG: The Solid Rock
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear God, how thankful I am 

for your Word that spells out in detail the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. Your Word is Truth.

—Kay Burgi


