
Kay Burgi 

Playing the piano for Sunday morning worship is a challenging joy as 
I try to keep up with the rhythms of the new choruses. I’m good 
with any chorus or hymn that directs praise to the Triune God. The 
piano, camping, Christian education, and missions have always 
made up my ministry experiences. This year I tried something new—
leading a ladies’ Bible study—which was a rewarding experience. 
The devotionals this week are from our discussions of Paul’s letter 
to the Romans. 

My husband, Phil, and I do quite a bit of traveling to see our grand-
children in Redmond, Oregon; visit our families in Alliance, Ohio; 
and do volunteer mission work in South America. Home is in Wheat 
Ridge, Colorado, where we have lived in the same house for 42 
years. 
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Sunday 
December 9 All Roads Lead to Rome 

BIBLE READING: Romans 1:8-13 
Those years of high school Latin way back in Ohio are helpful 
in understanding the cultural and economic climate surround-
ing this young church in Rome. Whereas ancient Greek cul-
ture focused on the arts and philosophy, Rome emphasized 
military strength. They concentrated on capturing territories 
and then building an immense network of roads to keep con-
trol. There was much movement between the capital city and 
the provinces. The hub of their road system was Rome, thus 
the expression “all roads lead to Rome.” 

Today this expression is used to convey the idea that 
there are several ways to arrive at the same conclusion. In 
religious lingo one would say there are many ways to come to 
God. However, Jesus said, “I am the way,” and Paul is very 
emphatic in this letter to the Romans that we come to God 
only through Jesus Christ. There is no other way. 

Our church in Denver is located strategically close to the 
intersection of two interstate highways. We call the intersec-
tion “the mousetrap” for obvious reason. Today our congrega-
tion will come from all four directions on the interstates to 
worship together as one body. We are a commuter church, not 
a community church. And yet we long to reach out to our 
neighbors around the church. We want to attract them just as 
much to enter the doors where they can hear the good news of 
the one way to God. 

SONG: In Christ Alone 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Dear God, as I enter your house 

this morning, may I be aware of the newcomer who timidly 
dares to come through the door. May I convey your love. 

—Kay Burgi 
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Monday 
December 10 New Church Plant 

BIBLE READING: Romans 1:14-17 
How did I miss the fact that Paul did not start this Roman 
church? Actually, he had never been to Rome. The gospel had 
spread all around the Mediterranean Sea. In the last chapter of 
Romans, Paul names many believers who now reside in Rome 
whom he must have met as he traveled around among the 
churches. 

So who started this church? The account of Pentecost in 
Acts 2 mentions visitors from Rome in attendance (Acts 2:10). 
They heard the message from Peter in their own language. 
Maybe they were some of the 3,000 baptized that day. How 
much of the gospel message do you need to understand to go 
back to your home town and start a fellowship of believers? 
However the church was started, we know there were several 
meetings of house churches at the time Paul wrote to the 
Romans. The gospel message had spread throughout the city 

When we were volunteering with HCJB World Radio in 
Quito, Ecuador, we would hear similar accounts of a listener 
hearing the gospel on the radio, then gathering his family and 
friends to also listen. A missionary would later come to the 
community and find a group of believers eager to learn more 
about this Christianity from a real person. 

Here in the States, we are so complacent about sharing 
this wonderful news of salvation. Why don’t we feel more 
passionate about sharing the hope and joy we have in Christ? 
We need the boldness of Paul who said, “I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ.” 

SONG: We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Quicken my heart, dear God, to 

care for the lost who live right next to me. May I be bold to 
speak your message of love and forgiveness. 

—Kay Burgi 
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Tuesday 
December 11 I’ll Do It My Way 

BIBLE READING: Romans 1:18-25 
When I read this Scripture passage, I think of a song that was 
popular back in the ‘60s with the lyrics “I did it my way.” A 
man facing his mortality is pretty proud that he lived life just 
the way he wanted. This is a favorite song at funerals in Great 
Britain. We like the idea that we can make our own choices 
and live out our life as it suits us. 

We called our granddaughter Rachel the “my way” kid 
because she had life all figured out at two years old, telling us, 
“I’ll do it myself.” Don’t you think God looks at us and shakes 
his head? Instead of looking to him for guidance, we allow our 
preferences to direct our choices. Our ideas of what we want 
or need are shaped by the media and the influence of those 
around us. Verse 22 says, “Claiming to be wise, they instead 
became utter fools” (NLT). 

One definition of sin is “to miss the mark.” Paul tells the 
Romans that God has shown himself to his creation and yet 
human beings deliberately chose to ignore him. They like 
what they see—the creation around them—rather than the 
Creator. Scripture reveals what a slippery slope we are on 
when we make up our own rules for living. When we replace 
God’s truth with our own ideas and preferences, we miss the 
mark. How much wiser we would be to align our footsteps 
with his! 

SONG: I Surrender All 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Heavenly Father, I can so easily 

deceive myself and miss your truth. Guide me today through 
your Holy Word. 

—Kay Burgi 
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Wednesday 
December 12 Promises, Promises 

BIBLE READING: Romans 4:13-25 
For many years my husband and I led the Jet Cadet program in 
our church. It’s similar to the Awana program where the kids 
work to earn badges. One of the most difficult tasks for our 
junior youth was to find 15 promises in the book of 1 John. 
We’d give them a head start with 1 John 1:9: “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful to forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” It was still hard for them to find the 
promises, except for the ones that were more of a threat. 

God made a covenant with Abraham—to make him into 
a great nation—over twenty years before the ritual of circum-
cision was introduced and many, many years before the law 
was given. Abraham trusted in God to keep his promise. Abra-
ham didn’t have to do anything but have faith in God’s prom-
ise, and he was found to be righteous. Then the law was 
given, and the Jews diligently adhered to all its requirements. 
The law became the measure by which they sought to win 
favor with God. 

I try to place myself in this church in Rome, being told 
that God only asked one thing of me now: to have faith in the 
saving grace of Jesus. How could I just throw away all those 
ingrained traditions? Good thing Paul was a Jew and not an 
outsider; this revelation must have been a stretch for these 
young Christians, and they were a long ways from their reli-
gious center of Jerusalem. Could it really be that simple—that 
all God wanted from them was simple faith? 

SONG: Standing on the Promises 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Father, I want to be like  

Abraham, “fully convinced that you are able to do whatever 
you promise.” 

—Kay Burgi 
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Thursday 
December 13 Power Unleashed 

BIBLE READING: Romans 8:1-11 
Thanks to my water resources engineer husband, we have 
visited many dams all over the world. You wouldn’t think 
there was that much difference from one dam to another, but I 
have learned much about spillways, gates, turbines, and still-
ing basins. There are dams for flood control, irrigation needs, 
and hydroelectric power (those are big ones). Some dams are 
used for all three purposes. It is fascinating to see how falling 
water can be converted into electric power for use in our 
homes. 

Another source of power we have available to us is the 
Holy Spirit. Up until this chapter, the Holy Spirit had not 
been mentioned in Romans; but now Paul has introduced the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and there is no more talk of defeat. 
Paul tells us that we can live in victory over sin, that the Holy 
Spirit gives us the power to live the Christian life. 

Just as we can turn on a switch and have light, we can 
experience the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives or we can 
refuse it. Someone once explained to me that the work of the 
Holy Spirit in a Christian’s life can be limited like a rock over 
a spring: As long as the rock is blocking the opening, the 
spring can’t flow. Take the rock off, and the spring bubbles 
forth its pure water. We have the choice to release the power 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives or to keep it bottled up and 
think we can do life on our own. 

SONG: Come, Holy Spirit 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: May I experience the presence 

and power of the Holy Spirit in my life today. 
—Kay Burgi 
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Friday 
December 14 House Rules 

BIBLE READING: Romans 10:1-10 
My mom, Elizabeth, had a house full of seven children all 
under the age of eight. She learned that laying down a few 
rules for everybody would save a lot of energy in the long run. 
Once the older ones caught on, the expectation was estab-
lished for all who followed. One house rule from my child-
hood which we passed on to our children (and they in turn 
passed on to their church friends) was “No matter how late 
you are out on a Saturday night, you will be in church the 
next day and you will look just as good as you did for your 
date.” The youth at church know Elizabeth’s rules without 
even knowing the dear saint. 

Following the house rules made life go smoothly. We 
knew if we disobeyed, we deserved punishment. However, we 
have a problem when that mentality is carried into spiritual 
life. God isn’t interested in humankind keeping a bunch of 
rules. He wants to have a relationship with us, and he did 
what it took to make that happen. Jesus took our punishment; 
now we have fellowship with God through faith in his grace. 

We can understand how difficult this concept was for 
the Jews who had the Mosaic law ingrained in them over the 
centuries. They were good at keeping the law, but now they 
had these Gentiles, who had no history with the law and no 
desire to come under it, worshiping in their community. Paul 
has to tell the Jewish Christians over and over that their right-
eousness is now found in Christ. The law helped them under-
stand their need for a Savior. I’m sure I would have been one 
of the obstinate rule keepers. 

SONG: Grace Greater Than Our Sin 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: We thank you, Heavenly  

Father, for your love and grace that provided for our  
righteousness through Jesus. 

—Kay Burgi 
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Saturday 
December 15 Uncomfortable Change 

BIBLE READING: Romans 15:1-7 
After 40 years of worshiping with the same church commu-
nity, I’m very comfortable there. I’m surrounded by my 
friends, I know where everything is located, and I look for-
ward to annual events. Visitors don’t have this comfort level, 
so I try to be sensitive to their need for information. It takes a 
lot of nerve to enter a new church building. One lady told us 
she spent three Sunday mornings in the parking lot before 
getting up the nerve to pass through the doors. 

We are an intergenerational church, so we have the 
typical issues of differing preferences for music styles. Then 
our pastor of 30 years sensed a call to take a lesser role, so we 
needed to hire a new pastor. And, oh yes, we also needed to 
change youth pastors. All these changes were unsettling. How 
would we move together through all these unsettling changes? 

As a fellowship we studied the book Who Stole My 
Church by Gordon MacDonald. The bottom line, of course, is 
that it isn’t my church—it’s God’s church. And the purpose of 
the church isn’t to make me feel comfortable but to proclaim 
the gospel. Paul wrote to Titus that Jesus “gave himself for us 
to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a 
people that are his very own, eager to do what is good” (2:14). 
That seems to summarize well why we do church. We hold to 
the confidence that Christ, as the head of his church, is direct-
ing our steps. 

SONG: The Church’s One Foundation 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: I thank you, Heavenly Father, 

for a house in which to worship you with fellow believers. 
May it always be your house. 

—Kay Burgi 


